
 

eginning last October we have run three articles
about the state highway system by John
Sorenson. It seems fitting that we expand on this

topic with information about the very first corridor to
traverse a length of the Californias, both Baja and
Alta. We will present an abbreviated  history of the  El
Camino Real and those historic road markers, the
Bells.  

This year, 2006 is the 100th anniversary of the
installation of the original El Camino Real bell in
1906, at the Plaza Church, Los Angeles. 

Our program this month will be a video presentation   
El Camino Real Bells, a California's Gold production
by Huell Howser.  This is a 60 minute video, too long
for our general meeting, so we will  begin the video
eliminating the first twenty minutes.

 

Those first twenty minutes consist of the introduction
of  Max Kurillo walking on a stretch of El Camino
Real on the beach in Ventura.  He is the author of
California's El Camino Real and Its Historic Bells and
remains the primary authority on El Camino Real and
the bells throughout. The video continues as a road trip
up US 101, taking a side venture on the Refugio trail
only to be turned back by a washout, then traveling
through Gaviota Pass illustrating two routes that would
have been used by travelers on the early El Camino
Real. Their destination, depending on the year, would
be the next mission on the route, Mission Santa Inés
built in 1804.  

We will begin viewing as they reach La Purísima
Concepción (built in 1787). The video tells the  
importance of the road  and the movement of a number
of women's clubs to save the road. The video includes
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Mrs. A. S. C. Forbes, shown here in both photos, a member of one of the women's group responsible for the first
project of placing  bells to mark El Camino Real. 

photo from the California Bell Company's web site  
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the present day story of the California
Bell Company and a demonstration at
the Covert Irons Works of the
procedures used in the casting of a bell.
The final shots are of Caltrans at work
and their roll in placing the bells today.
It is a good overview of  the history of
the roadside markers, the El Camino
Real bells, and of the early
organizations responsible for placing
the bells, as well as those groups still
active today.

We will gather Thursday, February 9,
2006 at 7:00 at the Kidseum, northwest
corner of Main and 18th Streets in
Santa Ana. Our program on El Camino
Real and the Bells  will begin at 7:30
p.m.  Bring a guest, the public is
welcome. Parking is free at the back of
the building and across 18th Street.
Entrance to the building is in the back. 
If you placed a postcard book order with
John Sorenson and you did not pick them
up at the January meeting, your books
will be brought to the February  meeting.
There will be additional books also
available to purchase.   

 

The
original El
Camino Real
bell in 1906,
at the Plaza
Church, Los
Angeles.    

 Photo from
California
Missions
and
Landmarks
El Camino
Real 
by Mrs. A.
S. C. Forbes
1925

Mrs. A. S. C. Forbes and the El Camino
Real Bells

In late 2000 the society was given original material to
copy that belonged to Mrs. Forbes from OCHS
member Dr. Leslie Christensen. The collection is now
archived at USC.

Among these materials were her records about the El
Camino Bells and her involvement, including a
notebook listing each bell, it's number, location and
date and, in some cases notes, about the donor.    Most
numerous in the collection were copies of her letters
asking for participation from the Board of Supervisors
of every county through which El Camino Real
passed.  Mrs. Forbes, well known as the designer of
the bell used for El Camino Real  and her activities in
the El Camino Real Association, was an amazing
woman of many talents. It was through her persuasive
discourse in her letters that helped make the placing of
the bells so successful. The follow letter illustrates her
thoroughness in stating her request.
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Mrs. Forbes is pictured here pouring molten iron into a mold for a
bell. There is evidence that at sometime she and her husband
operated a foundry.
                      Information from California's El Camino Real and Its Historic Bells
                                                                            by Max Kurillo and Erline Tuttle
                                                      Photo from The Califonia Bell Company web site



June 30, 1913 

To the Honorable members of the Board of Supervisors
[Santa Barbara] 

Gentlemen: 

Knowing that you are earnestly interested in the project to
restore El Camino Real and the effect and importance it will
have upon the future of California, I address you on the
subject of marking that historic road with Mission Bell
guide-posts. Our Association has succeeded in establishing
the general route of this main road which was traveled by
the padres in their journeys from Mission to Mission and
portions of it are now marked by 136 Bells. They have been
erected by County Supervisors, Women's Clubs. Native
Sons and Daughters, Pioneer Societies, other
organizations and individuals, at a cost of about $5000.
—but the process is slow, and as all California is now
endeavoring to prepare for the Panama-Pacific Exposition
of 1915 and present her best appearance, we are trying to
do our part, but feel that it will be impossible to complete
our work of marking El Camino Real from San Diego to San
Francisco, and on to Sonoma, the site of the last Mission,
by 1915 without the assistance of the Supervisors of the
counties through which the road passes, they are: San
Diego, Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino,
Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, San
Benito, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, Alameda, San Mateo, San
Francisco, Marin and Sonoma. 

From San Francisco and Sonoma to San Diego via El
Camino Real and the Missions is about 800 miles which will
soon be one grand Highway. In 1915 thousands and
thousands of visitors from all parts of the world will be
traveling that road, we therefore, desire to so mark the
route that any one may follow the way without need of
asking directions, merely by following the Bells. We wish to
place them at all cross roads and divergent roads, and if
possible every mile along the way.

When this work of marking the Mission road with the Bells
was first inaugurated in 1906 the Supervisors of Los
Angeles Co. assisted in erecting the first 20 Bells in that
county, —this laudable help was followed by similar
assistance in Orange Co. where 9 Bells were placed; then
in Ventura Co. where 14 Bells were erected. In the past, all
bells not donated by the Supervisors have been presented
by the donors to the board of Supervisors or to the Mayors
of the towns thereby becoming the property of the county or
city and in consequence are under the supervision and
control of the said respective officials. In almost every
county through which El Camino Real passes the
Supervisors have in the past greatly assisted us and we
earnestly appeal to you to help in the final work that all may
be completed and in good appearance for 1915. In Los
Angeles Co. there is approximately 85 miles of Camino
Real— we have 45 bells and needed 40 more to complete
the work in that county, — we appealed to the Supervisors

and they have made an appropriation to be included in the
next tax levy, for a sufficient amount to pay for the 40 bells
and erection of the same; in Orange Co. there is
approximately 26 miles of El Camino Real, we have 10
bells and the Supervisors have made an appropriation for
10 more Bells thereby completing the work in Orange Co.;
San Francisco City and Co. has 10 miles of the old road
and they have 10 bells, this you see completes the work in
three of the counties, Will you not do similar work and help
us to complete marking El Camino Real throughout your
county? There is approximately one hundred miles of El
Camino Real in Santa Barbara Co., there are three Bells,
therefore it would require at least 22 Bells to mark the
principle cross roads and divergent roads, so that the road
would appear well defined as in other counties. 

One Bell, standard, one sign and a donor's plate costs
$27.00  f.o.b. Los Angeles. The donor plate is attached to
the standard and there by the persons are forever identified
with this historic work. In this instance the plates would bear
the names of the Supervisors. The work is well worth while
for the restoration of El Camino Real is one of sentiment
that lifts us a little above commercialism, and even though it
has embraced a shade of commercialism by becoming one
of the best mediums of advertising our good roads and
therefore our State, that fact does no harm but draws
attention to the history of the State. 
The El Camino Real of Mission days was the path that was
first trod by the pioneer priest Juan Crespi as he and the
first Governor of California, Gaspar de Portolá made the
first trip from San Diego to Monterey and it was extended
as each Mission was built until it became a road that joined
the 21 Missions, the [2] Pueblos, and the [4] Presidios. In
preserving the general route of this road and its history we
are doing a benefit to the State and in assisting us you are
but adding to the list of your good works for California and
for good roads.  "Good Roads" has become California's
slogan and El Camino Real as the main artery between the
cities of the coast counties can but become the pride of the
these counties and a great benefit to the entire State.
Trusting that you will find it possible to give us these Bells
and assuring you that we shall most sincerely appreciate
your help. 

I am Very truly yours, 

(signature) 

Mrs. A.S.C. Forbes, Chairman of the Bell Committee

Recommended Reading
For an excellent detailed history of El Camino Real and
the marker bells along the route, see the book 
California's El Camino Real and Its Historic Bells by Max
Kurillo and Erline Tuttle (Sunbelt Publications. 2000).  
(619) 258-4911                       www.sunbeltpub.com
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This was the packing house where my Dad's
employer, John Tuffree served on the board of
directors and was the first chairman of the board.
This was the show piece of Orange County citrus
packing houses. The Greyline tour busses used to
stop here for people to see a citrus packing house.
The packing area even had hardwood floors that
were waxed and polished. The oranges my Dad grew
for Mr. Tuffree for 42 years were shipped through
this packing house.

This was the first building built for what later
became Bradford Elementary school where I went to
grammar school. The south half was the grammar
school and the north half was Valencia High School.
I attended kindergarten through high school on this
campus. Now it is Valencia High School. It even
includes my old kindergarten room. The building
seen in this picture was condemned because of the
1933 earthquake and new buildings replaced it. The
K through 3rd grade building was directly behind
this building and is still there.

This picture intrigued me till I deduced where and
how it was taken. When
the town site of Placentia
was first started, two tank
towers were built where
the larger single one  now
stands at the corner of
Chapman and Main. This
picture was taken from
one of those towers
looking north. The draw
running through the lower
part of the picture is the
same one that runs
through Kramer Park
now. And yes, that is the
present Bradford Avenue
to the right and the
Valencia High School
campus beyond. 
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Commentary by Earl Nickles on the book  Postcard History Series   Orange County   
Here are notes on three cards out of the twenty-one he sent.
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2005-2006 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

President 
949/643-0602 ................Greg Rankin

Vice president   
714/838-5149 .............Richard Vining

Secretary 
714 469-9463..........  Carolyn Schoff       

    oshsschoff@aol.com                    

Treasurer  /  Sales
  949/559-5668 ............John Sorenson
  grncv8@peop lepc .com

Activities 
714/529-5160 .................Jane Norgren
Preservation
714/558-1067...................  Phil Chinn
Corresponding/membership 

714/533-3199 .................Judy Moore
   jbmo38ore@netzero.net 

Curator
 714/738-7738 . . . . Tracy Smith Falk

Historian. . .  . . . . . . . . . .Ken Leavens 
    714 /526-4761
    HistoryOC@aol.com
Historian Committee . . 

        714/538-2642 . . . . . . . . .Harriet Friis
    JJandHJFriis@aol.com

    Marketing 
        714/993-7009...........…. Diane Taylor 
       vimariner@aol.com 

Member at Large
714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier

Member at Large
  714/538-2642 ...............….. .J.J. Friis

     JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Newsletter Editor        
714/525-4879 ................Betsy Vigus

     vvigus@pacbell.net 

OCHS Calendar
   Board Meeting

 Thursday February 2, 2006 at 7:00 PM
       at Kidseum

February  Meeting  
 Thursday, February 9, 2006  
 Opening at 7:00 p.m. 
  Kidseum
  Corner of 18th and Main Streets, Santa Ana       

        
         7:30 Program

   February Program   
   El Camino Real Bells 
   a video
   California's Gold 
   by Huell Howser

 March Program to be announced
 
 

Books listed below in BOLD are pictured and described on our 
             website:  www.orangecountyhistory.org
Don’t see the book you are looking for? ASK US. If we don’t have
it we will  help you find it.
 

 $21.50
 3 NEW   Images of America Series  

 $37.00ORANGE COUNTY The Golden Promise by
Pamela Hallan-Gibson    2002 edition

$40.00The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in
Orange County

$15.95Orange County Through Four Centuries
By Dr. Leo J. Friis

 $22.00
 $00.00

Orange Countiana V Early Businesses   soft
In Orange County   hard cover SOLD OUT        

  
 $32.00
 $40.00

Orange Countiana IV Architecture:    soft 
A Window on the Past                  hard cover

$12.00Orange Countiana III

$12.00Orange Countiana II

$3.00The Portolá Expedition  1769
  $4.00José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez
 $4.00House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow
 $70.00Centennial Bibliography of Orange County
 $10.00Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$25.00Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

AMT.COST 

$21.50New  Postcard History Series 

                Orange County

$35.00Fruit Box Labels An Illustrated Guide to Citrus
Labels by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

each
 

    cities of
Fullerton, Buena Park and Huntington Beach

                                  All prices include sales tax
                                                          MERCHANDISE   TOTAL      ____        
 Postage and Handling  ($3.00 first item, $1 each additional
 Bibliography of OC  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
 Orange Blossoms  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
Orange County The Golden Promise is $5 per book, $1 each additional
                                                                            TOTAL DUE ___________
PHONE                                              
NAME                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                               
CITY,STATE,ZIP                                                                                                      Make
checks payable to OCHS                             
ˆ MAIL TO:    John Sorenson,  14932 Gainford Circle, Irvine  CA  92604
   Call him  (949) 559-5668  and he will bring your book/s to the next  
meeting.                      

COUNTY COURIER
Copy deadline is the second Friday of the month
Mailing deadline is the last Thursday of the month
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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

x x x x  x x x  x x x x  x  x x   x  x x x x x x x x   x x x x x x x

            CHECK ONE BOX

„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 
        One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00

SPONSOR $   60.00

 PATRON $ 100.00

 LIFE $ 300.00

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S M E M B E R S H I P F O R M   2/06

NAME           _______ ___________________________________

ADDRESS_ _________                                 __________________

CITY__________________________________

STATE, ZIP ____________________________

TELEPHONE________________________

AMT ENCLOSED $_________

Please make check payable to OCHS

  MAIL TO  : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE

1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801


