
lease join us at our November program as we
explore the history of Japanese Americans in
Orange County. Our speaker is Dr. Arthur
Hansen, Professor of History at Cal State

Fullerton. Since 1972, Dr. Arthur A. Hansen has been
involved in documenting the history, society, and
culture of people of Japanese ancestry in Orange
County, primarily in his capacity as the founding
director of Japanese American Project of the Oral
History Program at California State University,
Fullerton (CSUF).  Starting in 2000 Hansen has been
centrally involved in the development of a new
museum, the Orange County Agricultural and Nikkei
Heritage Museum (OCANHM). Located in the
Fullerton Arboretum on the CSUF campus, this

facility is dedicated to documenting the entire
agricultural history of Orange County, with special
attention devoted to the part played in this history by
Japanese Americans. The first exhibition at the
OCANHM will open on February 10 and is titled
"Sowing Dreams, Cultivating Lives: Nikkei Farmers in
Pre-World War II Orange County."

In his career at CSU Fullerton, Dr. Hansen has taught
and mentored countless students in the wonderful field
of oral history, and has been a strong supporter of our
Society and the local historical community here in
Orange County. Your editor met Dr. Hansen in 1992
when I took his course in oral history. That class
proved very valuable for me. It opened up a new world
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in which I could learn about history (especially Orange
County's). Hearing people speak about their memories
of the past adds colors to the picture of history they are
painting. 

We hope to see all of you at the meeting on Thursday,
November 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the Trinity Church in
Orange. 
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Orange County Parade of  Products
By

Tom  Pulley
         On May 2, 1905 work was started on the extension of
Henry Huntington's Pacific Electric rail line from Watts to
Santa Ana. The first car containing a party of railway
officials and representatives of Los Angeles newspapers
reached Santa Ana on November 5, 1905. The run from Los
Angeles to Santa Ana took fifty minutes. Regular service to
Santa Ana began on the morning of November 6,  with the
arrival of a car at 5:30 A.M. Fifteen round trips were
scheduled daily.

To commemorate the coming of the electric road to Santa
Ana and to call the attention of Southern California to the
great event, the Chamber of Commerce decided to hold a
celebration featuring a parade, a banquet and a grand ball.
November 22, 1905  was chosen as the date. A name was
needed for the celebration. Suggestions were requested
from the public and at a special meeting of the arrangement
committee on November 3rd., the name "Parade of
Products" was selected.

The Pacific Electric Company assumed all the Los Angeles
advertising for the event and predicted that it expected to
land at least 10,000 people in Santa Ana over the trolley
line. In addition to the service on the Pacific Electric line
the Santa Fe and Southern Pacific lines brought large
numbers from the cities and towns along their routes.

James Lang of Los Angeles designed and built fifteen floats
for the Chamber of Commerce. A float factory was set up in
Santa Ana over a livery barn at the corner of Main and
Second Streets. In addition to those built for the Chamber of
Commerce there were numerous others built by local
businesses, lodges, societies and private parties.

On the morning of the celebration people began to pour into
Santa Ana on the first cars starting from Los Angeles. From
the city they came, and from intermediate points there was a
continuous stream, until long before the parade formed, the
streets were lined with expectant thousands.

The parade, consisting of 36 horse and mule drawn floats,
16 flower covered private carriages, marching bands,
fraternal orders, automobiles and a horse drawn fire wagon,
formed at Ross and Fourth Streets, stepping off at 10:30
A.M., heading east down Fourth Street. The parade ended at
a reviewing stand on the corner of Sycamore and Sixth
Streets.

Each float boasted of the success of a different product. The
Hewes Ranch displayed  its products, from the fruit on the
trees to scores of boxes of its famous Transcontinental
brand ready for shipment to the East. A beautiful miniature
of San Juan Capistrano mission was formed of golden ears
of yellow corn. The peanut float of Ed Utt from Tustin, a
huge cornucopia covered with peanuts, caught the children's
eyes. Orange County produced two-thirds of the California
crop in 1904, shipping twenty carloads. The Lily Creamery
was represented with a huge can eight feet high. The walnut
float consisted of a giant bear covered with walnut shells
with a banner proclaiming that the county  produced
5,734,238 pounds of walnuts in 1904. The celery float
consisted of a summerhouse with walls of crisp green celery
packed in crates.   The pepper float was a miniature
reproduction of an electric trolley car with banners bearing
the inscription "Hot Stuff! Enough to warm the Klondike
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and flavor the United States. One Small Product -
Shipments 1904, 3000 tons; income $1 20,000."

During the rest of the day  visitors were entertained
by band concerts, an exhibition by the Santa Ana
Fire department, a baseball game and dancing at the
Armory Hall. In the evening there was a grand ball
at the Armory club and a banquet at the Rossmore
Hotel in honor of Henry Huntington.

'The celebration was such a success that the decision
was made to make it an annual affair and a
permanent "Parade of Products" committee was
formed. The 1906 celebration was held on December
5, 1906.  James Lang again opened his float factory
in Santa Ana. Fifteen thousand people watched the
parade, which started at 11:00 A.M.  and was even
larger than the previous year featuring over forty
floats, many from towns outside Santa Ana. There
were floats from El Modena, Fullerton, Huntington
Beach, the Irvine Ranch, Laguna Beach, Los Alamitos,
Olive, Orange and Tustin. The celery float featured a
banner reading  5700 acres, 3000 carloads, $750.000."
David Hewes entered a float that was a giant lemon and
boasted "350 cars shipped in 1906." The Irvine Ranch float
featured beans representing the 175,000 sacks that were
produced from 12,000 acres on the ranch. The poultry float
banner read "19,000,000 eggs worth $380,000; 255,000
hens worth $140,000."  J.E. Pleasants, old-time pioneer of
the Santa Ana Valley had a float exploiting the honey
business. His banner read "600 tons of honey, 16,000
hives." Ed Utt, the "Peanut King", of  Tustin entered a
peanut float. The Los Alamitos Sugar Company float
advertised "$450,000 is paid out in Orange County for
sugar beets." The Osage Indian tribe even had a float with a
representation of the Boston Tea Party of 1775. Bringing up

the end of the procession were 80 horsemen and 24 bronco
busters followed by 36 automobiles, some of them driven
be women.

 The celebration continued until 8:00 P.M. In addition to
band concerts and grand balls there was organized baseball,
football and horse races featuring trotting, pacing and
running races at the Santa Ana driving park. Immediately
after the football game at Athletic Park, a bronco busting
show was put on.

No parade was held in 1907 but in March 1908 the
Chamber of Commerce and the Merchants and
Manufacturers Association decided to combine the Parade
of Products with the Orange County Fair and make it a
three day affair called the "Orange County Carnival of
Products." October, 15, 16 and 17, 1908 were the dates

selected for the first Carnival of Products.

The carnival committee decided they needed a
queen to reign over the festivities and selected
Miss Ethel Chapman, daughter of C.C. Chapman
of Fullerton, as the first carnival queen. Three
street parades were held in 1908 each starting at
11:00 A.M. On Thursday Oct. 15, the parade
consisted of a display of the products of the
county, Friday's parade featured the commercial
and industrial interests of the
county including displays by sugar factories,
flour mills, tile factories, nurseries, lumber and
milling concerns and stock remedies. Saturday's
event was a floral parade in which no float,
carriage or automobile was allowed to
participate unless decorated with flowers. The
Orange High School float was covered with
10,000 white roses donated by Perkins Rose
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Gardens of El Modena.   All three parades were led by
Queen Ethel Chapman in her state carriage of gold,
attended by her court of ten maids of honor. Crowds of
15,000 to 20,000 people watched each day's parade.

The carnival portion of the three-day affair was held on
Main Street between Second and Fourth Street, in tents
along the street and in vacant lots on the east side of the
street. In addition to the concessions there were agricultural
and horticultural displays for which prizes were awarded.
Events included balloon ascensions, horse races, chariot
races, high diving, high wire performances and street drills.
The carnival was closed on Saturday night by an elaborate
Queens Ball held at Spurgeon Hall.

The 1909 Carnival of Products was held on Sept. 30  and
Oct. 1 and 2,
1909. Gertrude
Asher of
Anaheim was
chosen as queen
of the carnival.
The same format
as 1908 was
followed with the
Parade of
Products on
Thursday, a
commercial and
industrial parade
on Friday and a
floral parade on
Saturday.
Anaheim,
Huntington
Beach and
Newport Beach
each entered
three floats and
Garden Grove,
four floats.

The main
carnival tent was
310 feet long and
70 feet wide,
double the space
of the previous
year's tent. In

addition to the main tent there were four others 100 by 54  
feet plus innumerable smaller tents for the different shows
and concessions. The canvas enclosure of the exhibition
grounds was over 1500 feet in length, enclosing an area of
over three acres.

One new feature of the 1909 carnival was the addition of
automobile races. 3,500 spectators at the Santa Ana track
watched a program of four races from 5 to 50 miles in
length. The fastest car was the Corbin whose fastest lap was
turned at 58 miles per hour. Aviator Glen Martin entered a
Ford in the light car race but was beaten by professional
racers.

1910  marked the final Carnival of Products. The week of
October 3  to 8  was the biggest week Santa Ana had ever
had.  Two big events occurred that week. One was
the 1910 Grand Encampment of the Odd Fellows and the
other, the 1910 Orange County Carnival of Products.
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of that week was
devoted entirely to the Odd Fellows with their program
continuing until Friday night, at which time the Grand
Encampment closed with a grand military ball.

The Carnival of Products got into full swing on Wednesday
with the crowning of Miss Emeline Petersen of Santa Ana
as queen of the 1910 carnival.  The carnival program was
scheduled on Thursday, Friday and Saturday for the
presentation of parades, fireworks exhibitions, auto races
and attractions.

The new attraction for the 1910 carnival was an Air Ship
Flight by Glen Martin's biplane. The grounds secured for
making the flight was the Palmer tract located at the corner
of First and Ross Streets. Glen Martin had been injured in a
crash at an early exhibition so aviator Charles F. Walsh was
hired to fly the plane. A crowd of between 5,000 and 6,000
people showed up for the exhibition. Unfortunately the field
selected for the runway had not been tested ahead of time
and the ground proved to be too soft for the plane to
achieve takeoff speed. Not wanting to disappoint those
people who had paid top see him fly, Martin gave a free
exhibition the following week.
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949/643-0602 ................Greg Rankin

Vice president   
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Secretary 

714 469-9463...Carolyn Schoff Hombo   
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Treasurer  /  Sales
  949/559-5668 ............John Sorenson
  grncv8@peop lepc .com

Activities 
714/529-5160 .................Jane Norgren
Preservation
714/558-1067...................  Phil Chinn
Corresponding/membership 

714/533-3199 .................Judy Moore
   jbmo38ore@netzero.net 

Curator and Guest Editor
 714/738-7738 . . . . Tracy Smith Falk
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    714 /526-4761
    HistoryOC@aol.com

     Marketing 
        714/538-2642 . . . . . . . . .Harriet Friis
       JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Member at Large
714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier

Member at Large
  714/538-2642 ...............….. .J.J. Friis

     JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Newsletter Production
Photograph Curator        
  714/525-4879................Betsy Vigus

       vvigus@pacbell.net

OCHS Calendar
    Board Meeting open to members

 Thursday, Nov. 2,  2006 at 7:00 PM
      at the home of JJ and Harriet Friis

  October  Meeting  
 Thursday, Nov. 9, 2006  
 Trinity Episcopal Church of Orange,
  2400  N. Canal St., OrangeTrinity

 7:30 Documenting the Orange
County Japanese-American
Experience, 1972 - 2006: An Oral
Historian's Perspective
         By Dr. Art Hansen, CSUF

 December Program  

   AUTHOR"S NIGHT   

  Organist Randall Woltz

  Trinity Episcopal Church of Orange,

  2400  N. Canal St., OrangeTrinity
Episcopal Church 2400 N. Canal St.

Orange CA 92865
Books listed below in BOLD are pictured and described on our 
             website:  www.orangecountyhistory.org
FOR NOV. and DEC. SALE ON OCHS PUBLICATIONS
SALE PRICE IN AMT. COLUMN
 

$21.50Postcard History Series 

$35.00Fruit Box Labels An Illustrated Guide to Citrus
Labels by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

$20$40.00The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in
Orange County

$15.95Orange County Through Four Centuries
By Dr. Leo J. Friis

$11 $22.00
 $00.00

Orange Countiana V Early Businesses   soft
In Orange County   hard cover SOLD OUT        

$16
$20 

 $32.00
 $40.00

Orange Countiana IV Architecture:    soft 
A Window on the Past                  hard cover

$6$12.00Orange Countiana III
$6$12.00Orange Countiana II
$2$3.00The Portolá Expedition  1769
$2$4.00José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez
$2$4.00House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow
$35$70.00Centennial Bibliography of Orange County
 $10.00Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$25.00Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner
AMT.COST 

$14.00New Orange County
         Place Names A to Z
         by Phil Brigandi

                Orange County

                                  All prices include sales tax
                                                          MERCHANDISE   TOTAL      ____        
 Postage and Handling  ($3.00 first item, $1 each additional
 Bibliography of OC  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
 Orange Blossoms  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
                                                                            TOTAL DUE ___________
PHONE                                              

NAME                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                                

CITY,STATE,ZIP                                                                                                     
 Make checks payable to OCHS                             
ˆ MAIL TO:    John Sorenson,  14932 Gainford Circle, Irvine  CA  92604
   Call him  (949) 559-5668  and he will bring your book/s to the next  
meeting.                      

COUNTY COURIER
Copy deadline is the second Friday of the month
Mailing deadline is the last Thursday of the month
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            CHECK ONE BOX
„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 
        One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00

SPONSOR $   60.00

 PATRON $ 100.00

 LIFE $ 300.00

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER
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NAME           _______ ___________________________________

ADDRESS_ _________                                 __________________

CITY__________________________________

STATE, ZIP ____________________________

TELEPHONE________________________

AMT ENCLOSED $_________

Please make check payable to OCHS

 
 MAIL TO   : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE

1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801


