
 Deck the Halls and plan to share some
holiday joy with the Orange County Historical Society
at our Christmas meeting, Thursday, December 14,
2006 at Trinity Church in Orange. Our meeting begins
at 7:30 p.m. and there is ample parking and tasty
refreshments to enjoy! Don't miss this festive event!

We are in store for a treat as Randall C. Woltz, an
internationally known organist, keyboardist, and
composer, will serenade us with holiday music. Mr.
Woltz has a Master of Music degree and holds the
C.A.G.O and A.A.G.O. degrees in the American Guild
of Organists. When not performing concerts
throughout the United States and Europe he serves as
organist of The First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Laguna Beach. He has held that position for thirty
years. Mr. Wolz is on the faculty of Irvine Valley
College in Irvine, is a member of the Orange County
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists and chairs
the Professional Concerns and Professional
Development committees. He is also a member of the
Santa Ana Parlor #74, Native Sons of the Golden
West. A big thank you goes out to members Harriet
and JJ Friis for organizing Mr. Woltz's concert for us.

And just in time for Christmas, we will
have local Orange County authors including Guy Ball
(Santa Ana), Phil Brigandi (Orange County), Jeff
Delaney (Newport Beach), Steve Faessel (Anaheim),
Terry Thomas ( Garden Grove), Christopher Trela
(Newport Beach) and Doris Walker (Orange County
and Mission Viejo) at the meeting displaying their
publications. Some may share a story or two about
their latest book.  As  often happens,  authors receive
some of the best stories from their readers after their
book is published. 

Think of what great gifts books on Orange County
history will make for your loved ones and friends. The
Orange County Historical Society board members
want to wish all the members the very best holiday and
a joyous and prosperous New Year. Thank you for
your support of the Society and together let us make
2007 a wonderful year full of exciting programs and
tours all about Orange County's amazing history!
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We have lost dear and cherished
member of the Society. John
(Jack) Hoel passed away on
October 24, 2006. With his wife,
Priscilla, Jack attended many
events and meetings of the Society
and they brought a happy
enthusiasm with them always.
Jack was a banker and was very

successful as he was presented in 1971 the "Outstanding
Citizen" award for the city of Gardena. Once Jack retired
from the banking world, he began his second career as a
volunteer extraordinaire in the Saddleback Valley. Jack and
Priscilla were founding members of the Saddleback Area
Historical Society and just this year he was honored by the
City of Lake Forest for his over 30 years of service to the
community which included serving as the President of the
El Toro Friends of the Library, aiding Eagle Scouts in Boy
Scouts, and working with students in the Jaycees program.
Jack will be missed by all the people he touched, mentored,
and influenced in his life. 

The Society members extend their deepest condolences to
Priscilla, and her family and wish them peace and comfort
at this time. How lucky we all were to have known Jack
Hoel and been witness to his incredible leadership, desire to
serve others, and sincere devotion to his family and
community. 

 

FAREWELL, TRACY
The society is losing a valuable board
member when Tracy Smith Falk
moves to Sacramento this fall. Bob,
her husband, received a major
promotion he could not turn down.
    Born and raised in Westminster,

but only after attending CSUF did she become interested in
her hometown's history. This interest broadened to include
other parts of Orange County. We  were fortunate to hire
her in September of 1990 as OCHS office manager, two
days a week. This worked out well for us until Tracy took
full-time employment.
           Tracy brought a diverse background to OC history
and the board having volunteered through  the years at
various historic sites. To name a few: the Key Ranch,
Bernardo Yorba Cemetery, Peralta Adobe,
Workman-Temple Homestead, and the Santa Ana
Mountain Historical Society.  She made friends and
contacts everywhere she volunteered. She has been our link
to CSUF, oral history, students and younger people in
general. This has been vital to the society. Her knowledge
of local history far exceeds her years.
         Tracy is every historical society's dream. She is young,
enthusiastic, dependable, knowledgeable and a talented
writer who believes volunteer organizations gain their
strength through people.
          For many on the board it is like having your oldest
child move away from home. You wish them well, know it
means new opportunities but it leaves a a huge hole in the
family.  We will keep in touch with Tracy but it won't be
the same.
      The society thanks you, Tracy  for all your years of
service and devotion to local history.  Our loss will be
Sacramento's gain

from Jon Wagner, the Executive Director of
Fullerton Historic Theatre Foundation 

The Fox Fullerton Theatre and the adjoining retail spaces
on the corner, known as the Firestone building, have been
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
It ensures that the Fox Fullerton Theatre Complex will be
preserved for many generations to come. The complex
cannot be razed nor can significant alterations to the
exterior architecture be made.
All of us at the Fullerton Historic Theatre Foundation -- our
Board, professional staff and hundreds of volunteers -- are
very grateful for the work of Fullerton Heritage in completing
the application for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places. It is an arduous process that is much like a doctoral
thesis in its scope. Fullerton Heritage members Debora
Richey, Cathy Thomas and Kathryn Morris spent many
hours and invested thousands of dollars under the
leadership of President Tom Dalton to accomplish this goal.
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF ORANGE
2400 N Canal Street, Orange (South of Lincoln Ave. one block
west of Tustin Ave. in Armstrong Hall.  The hall is at the back of
the property with parking to the side.          



Santa Ana Junior
College

By John Sorenson 

(Part 1) 
The First Campus 

 
This last summer the staff of Santa
Ana Junior College offered OCHS a
collection of old yearbooks – which
we gladly accepted. This acquisition
kindled my interest in this
institutions history. The following has
been derived from old yearbooks, other
books and a Sanborn map of Santa Ana
dated 1922 containing updates to the late 1920s. The
dimensions stated below are only close estimates of the
actual dimensions. These were taken from the Sanborn map.
The maps used were scaled at 1” to 50’ or 100’. To enhance
accuracy, navigational dividers were used and accuracy of
1/32” was obtained. At 1: 100 scale 1/32” is about 3’ 2”. A
thank you goes  to the staff of the County Archives and the
Santa Ana History Room for their help.

The first three buildings of the new Polytechnic High
School were completed in the fall of 1913.  The
Administration Building in the center was set back on the
lot to align with the south side of West Pine Street.
Flanking the Administration  Building to the north between
Pine and Walnut were the Manual Arts Building and the
Fine Arts Building. The Manual Arts Building was
completed in December 1913, on the left side of the
campus.

Administration Building (as originally
constructed) 

This building consisted of a center section 70’ wide
leading to the attached auditorium and classroom wings of
112’ wide to each side. The classroom wings were 70’ wide
at each end but narrowed to 56’ in the middle 56’ feet. This
narrowing was not evident from Walnut Street.  

Fine Arts Building (as originally constructed) 
This building located to the right of the Admin.

Building  was dedicated to science art and home economics.
The building was 175’ long and 70’ wide at both ends.
However, it narrowed to 45’ in the middle 85’ of its length.
Again this narrowing was not evident from Walnut Street,
however it was evident from Parton Street. The main
entrance of this building was not on the ends but a single

door near the southern set of columns.   
Manual Arts Building (as originally constructed)   

  
This building located to the left of the Admin.

Building was dedicated to shops (wood, drafting, etc.) on
the 1st floor and business education on the 2nd floor. The
building was 180’ long  and 60’ wide at both  ends.
However it probably narrowed to  45’ in width in the
middle 100’. Again not evident on the Walnut Street side
but evident from  Pine Street. This became the home of
Santa Ana Junior College. The distance between the Fine
Arts and Manual Arts Buildings was about 400’. 

In summary the front facades were very impressive,
however, a 1928 USC survey pointed out many interior
design limitations. Noted were problems with poor lighting,
inadequate fireproofing, poor hallway circulation, and poor
design of interior floor space, and a lack properly placed
cabinets. Interior layout can be speculated by the existence
of what appears to be furnace stacks for each classroom.
Skylights may have been indicators of the location of
staircases. Also noted on the Sanborn maps, on the first
floor interior partitions were of 8” brick which would have
limited the adaptability of the   space.   
Estimated classrooms in each building: 

Admin. Bldg  Wing 12 (max), Fine Arts 10 ,  Manual
Arts 12, Total = 46   
But the campus site had land to grow upon, initially 750’
wide by 1250’ deep. Even with the eventual loss of land to
surrounding streets, Parton, Ross, and Camille there was
breathing room. This was an outstanding accomplishment
for a community of 12,000 at the time.   

College Building- ex Manual Arts Building 
To make way for the college, new shop buildings

were constructed behind the auditorium in an east – west
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             Polytechnic High School, Santa Ana                          
from the postcard collection of Tom Pulley  



orientation. I speculate that at this time narrowing on the
east side of the Manual Arts Building was enclosed with a
single story structure and a 25’ by 18’ Portico on the east
side were added.  This addition was probably the College
Hall referenced in the yearbooks. By the early 1920s, the
campus included horse sheds and motorcycle sheds for use
by the student body.  

*          *       *
 The College was organized either in August or on
November 8, 1915 depending on the sources referenced.
Probably both are correct, the latter being the official date.
From the yearbooks, indications are that organized
instruction began in the spring term of 1916.  Between
organization and the start of classes, faculty was hired and
D. K. Hammond, principal of the high school, became
president. 
    When college opened, the total student body
consisted 15 students soon increased 24. The first
graduation class in June 15, 1917 consisted of 6 women. In
1918 faculty was increased to 15. In the 1917-18 year
enrollment reached 62. Statistics regarding enrollment and
graduates vary with the source and year of publication. As
to graduates, the names pictured in the yearbooks do not
agree with published numbers in later yearbooks.
Enrollment figures vary in the same manner. At the JC,
there were graduating sophomores, 2nd year students,
freshman, post graduates, and special students (individuals
possibly taking a single course). At any one time the
numbers will very, therefore the following is a generalized
summary of the numbers with admitted error rates to sum
small degree. 

From 1916 to 1921 enrollment increased from 25 to
115 and graduates from 6 (1917) to 31 (1921).  Statistics for
1924-25 showed enrollment at 267 with an average daily
attendance (ADA) of 172 while graduates only numbered
30. In 1926, only 7 instructors held advanced degrees. The
mid 1920s saw a campus of 200-300 students and 20 to 30
teachers. By 1930 the enrollment, ADA and graduates
reached 628, 396, and 110 respectively. 

The first yearbook was published in 1921 – The
Algol. Algol is a star in the constellation of Perseus. This
book was a good first effort with a limited staff. While the
graduates were pictured 16, none were identified in the
collage of individual photos. Freshman President was James
Utt from Tustin – Utt Juices and later congressman. The
faculty numbered 16 – many of whom would spend the
balance of their work lives at the college. E. M. Nealley
was the Dean.

In 1922, with the help of the YWCA, either state or
national, a hut was built on campus for the women students.
This single story brick building was situated about 300’
south of the south end of the College building. This
building measured 40’ deep by 60 wide from an east – west
perspective. Along with an assembly room, it contained an
office, a kitchenette, and a restroom. It served as a women’s

lounge. Both faculty and women students were very
pleased. Later it became the girl’s gymnasium and served
until the mid 1960s. 
The 1925-26, Algol was the first one with a true hard cover
on it.    

In 1926, a gymnasium was constructed for the use of
the college and high school. Prior to this only a field house /
locker room @ 1920 existed in a structure measuring 28’x
63’. This no doubt enhanced enrollment. As enrollment
grew so did the size of the faculty; however, many of these
were dual assignments with the high school.  In 1932, of a
total staff of 50, only 18 were exclusively employed SAJC,
these included the dean, a doctor, 14 instructors and two
secretaries. The library was a shared asset with the librarian
on the SAHS roll and her two assistants on both rolls.
However, at some point the collections were separated and
placed separate rooms.

Also, in May 1928, the first annual Fiesta Day was
held. All graduating high school seniors in the district were
invited to participate – a good recruiting effort.

Out of state recruiting was a significant source of
students. A special club, the Orphan Kiddies, was formed to
meet their needs. No formal student housing available and
whether the college provided any referrals is unknown. In
some cases, out of state brother and sister combinations
attended SAJC. In 1930, 2 brothers age 16 and 12 were
boarding in a private residence and attending school. They
both had been born in Maine and had no relationship to the
home owners. They were on their own, both graduated from
SAHS and SAJC. Examples of this out of state recruiting in
the class of 1931 are as follows: Milan, Missouri; (2)
Powell, Wyoming; Mt. Pulaski, Ill. and Hardin, Montana
and New Haven, Connecticut.  Populations in 1940 for the
first four were 2,016, 3,809, 1,378 and 1,886 respectively.
Hardin, Montana is the gateway to the Little Big Horn
where Col. Custer met his end at the hands of thousands of
Indians some 55 years before.   

In 1931, the yearbook’s name was changed from the
Algol to the Del Año. The reason for the name change is
not given; however, the use on Dons and Doñas in referring
to the students and the student paper “El Don” makes a
Spanish title more appropriate.  

In 1932, a single story brick cafeteria was
constructed on campus; it was located between the YWCA
hut and the south end of the College building. The 1932 Del
Año stated the noise of construction disturbed classes but
all looked forward to a cafeteria.  This building was shared
by the High School and the JC. It was 63’ wide x 102 deep
at its largest dimensions and narrowed to 50’ over the last
50’ of depth.  The head of the cafeteria was on the JC’s
employment roll. In March 1933, the big earthquake struck
and changed things forever.
Part II next month
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2006-2007 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

President 
949/643-0602 ................Greg Rankin

Vice president   
714/838-5149 .............Richard Vining

Secretary 

714 469-9463...Carolyn Schoff Hombo   
        oshsschoff@aol.com                    

Treasurer  /  Sales
  949/559-5668 ............John Sorenson
  grncv8@peop lepc .com

Activities 
714/529-5160 .................Jane Norgren
Preservation
714/558-1067...................  Phil Chinn
Corresponding/membership 

714/533-3199 .................Judy Moore
   jbmo38ore@netzero.net 

Curator and Guest Editor
 714/738-7738 . . . . Tracy Smith Falk

Historian. . .  . . . . . . . . . .Ken Leavens 
    714 /526-4761
    HistoryOC@aol.com

     Marketing 
        714/538-2642 . . . . . . . . .Harriet Friis
       JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Member at Large
714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier

Member at Large
  714/538-2642 ...............….. .J.J. Friis

     JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Newsletter Production
Photograph Curator        
  714/525-4879................Betsy Vigus

       vvigus@pacbell.net

OCHS Calendar
    Board Meeting open to members

 Thursday, Dec. 7,  2006 at 7:00 PM
      at the home of JJ and Harriet Friis

  December  Meeting  
 Thursday, Dec. 14, 2006  
 Trinity Episcopal Church of Orange,
  2400  N. Canal St., OrangeTrinity

 7:30  
             AUTHOR"S NIGHT   

          Organist Randall Woltz

 January Program  

  Meeting about  the new Segerstrom
Concert Hall

  and Tour of Segerstrom Concert Hall
 Episcopal Church 2400 N. Canal St.

Orange, CA 92865 

(714)637-1390 FAX: (714)637-4709 Books listed below in BOLD are pictured and described on our 
             website:  www.orangecountyhistory.org
FOR NOV. and DEC. SALE ON OCHS PUBLICATIONS
SALE PRICE IN AMT. COLUMN
 

$21.50Postcard History Series 

$35.00Fruit Box Labels An Illustrated Guide to Citrus
Labels by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

$20$40.00The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in
Orange County

$15.95Orange County Through Four Centuries
By Dr. Leo J. Friis

$11 $22.00
 $00.00

Orange Countiana V Early Businesses   soft
In Orange County   hard cover SOLD OUT        

$16
$20 

 $32.00
 $40.00

Orange Countiana IV Architecture:    soft 
A Window on the Past                  hard cover

$6$12.00Orange Countiana III
$6$12.00Orange Countiana II
$2$3.00The Portolá Expedition  1769
$2$4.00José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez
$2$4.00House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow
$35$70.00Centennial Bibliography of Orange County
 $10.00Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$25.00Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner
AMT.COST 

$14.00New Orange County
         Place Names A to Z
         by Phil Brigandi

                Orange County

                                  All prices include sales tax
                                                          MERCHANDISE   TOTAL      ____        
 Postage and Handling  ($3.00 first item, $1 each additional
 Bibliography of OC  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
 Orange Blossoms  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
                                                                            TOTAL DUE ___________
PHONE                                              

NAME                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                                

CITY,STATE,ZIP                                                                                                     
 Make checks payable to OCHS                             
ˆ MAIL TO:    John Sorenson,  14932 Gainford Circle, Irvine  CA  92604
   Call him  (949) 559-5668  and he will bring your book/s to the next  
meeting.                      

COUNTY COURIER
Copy deadline is the second Friday of the month
Mailing deadline is the last Thursday of the month
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            CHECK ONE BOX
„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 
        One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00

SPONSOR $   60.00

 PATRON $ 100.00

 LIFE $ 300.00

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S M E M B E R S H I P F O R M   12/06

NAME           _______ ___________________________________

ADDRESS_ _________                                 __________________

CITY__________________________________

STATE, ZIP ____________________________

TELEPHONE________________________

AMT ENCLOSED $_________

Please make check payable to OCHS

 
 MAIL TO   : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE

1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801


