
lan to "raise the curtain"  on the
new year with the Orange County
Historical Society at our first 2007
meeting. We are in store for a

special evening as Tim Dunn, Director of
Public Relations of the Orange County
Performing Arts Center has arranged for
Orange County Historical Society
members to enjoy a private tour of the
new Renee and Henry Segerstrom Concert
Hall and Samueli Theater at the Orange
County Performing Arts Center on
Thursday, January 11 beginning at 6:30
p.m.  As an added bonus, we have been
offered 20 vouchers for the evening
performance in the concert hall at 8:00
p.m. for those on the tour who wish to
stay.  The concert is part of the Pacific Symphony's
Classic Series and the description is as follows:

 "The Debussy uses the orchestra as his paintbrush to
conjure his impressions of the ocean in “La Mer” —
shimmering strings and fluttering woodwinds evoke

the play of waves and wind. Then, favorite Cho-Liang
Lin plumbs the depths of Brahms’ only violin
concerto."

The Cesar Pelli-designed facility includes the
2,000-seat concert hall, 500-seat multi-use Samueli

Theater, two lobbies, an education center,
private donor lounge and a formal
restaurant - Leatherby's Café Rouge. The
new building, which opened this past
September 15, is united to the Orange
County Performing Arts Center's original
theaters and South Coast Repertory by a
46,000-square foot plaza featuring a
towering sculpture by Richard Serra. 

For those who wish, there will be car
pooling from the parking lot at Trinity
Church in Orange.  Please let Jane Norgren
know  (714 529-5160) if you would like to
car pool. 

Don't miss this special opportunity.  
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Richard Serra"s  "Connector", 360-ton steel
sculpture, personally commissioned by Henry
Segerstrom.

NEW LAW PERMITS IRA GIFTS

Federal legislation was enacted on August 17, 2006
that included a limited time provision permitting
contributions from individual retirement accounts
(IRA’s) to charity. This is also referred to as
“Charitable IRA Rollovers”.  

Here is how the “Pension Protections Act of 2006”
may provide you with an unprecedented opportunity to
help Orange County Historical Society between now
and December 31, 2007.

• In 2006 and 2007, individuals ages 70 ½ and
older may transfer up to $100,000 directly from
an IRA to one or more charitable organizations.

• This charitable distribution counts towards
your IRA minimum distribution requirement.

• The best part of this Pension Protection Act of
2006 is the distribution generates neither
taxable income nor a tax deduction. Even
non-itemizers can benefit thru December 31,
2007.  So your favorite charity gets more and
Uncle Sam gets less.

Submitted by Philip Chinn

Map of the Orange County Performing Arts
Center  
For visitors to Renée and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall
and Samueli Theater, parking in the Plaza Tower Parking
Structure is recommended, which is across Park Center
Drive from the Westin South Coast Plaza and directly
behind the concert hall and South Coast Repertory. There
is an $8.00 fee to park in this structure.

Page 859 of Thomas Bros. map book

SANTA ANA JUNIOR COLLEGE
By John Sorenson

(Part 2)
The Temporary Campus

The 1933 earthquake caused $883,000 of damage to
Santa Ana schools, of which $560,000 occurred at the high
school. The earthquake struck in March, 1933 at which time
school was out for two weeks while temporary repairs were
made. In November 1933, formal engineering studies were
completed.  The College building was beyond economic
repair and the others had suffered major structural damage.
The auditorium was not formally condemned. The new
Willard auditorium would have to serve both schools until
1936.
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The Sanborn map notations of 8” brick walls forming
the interior partitions on the first floors. This probably
meant that the interior walls were load bearing. This would
reduce construction costs and allow material of smaller
dimensions to be used. When the earthquake struck, the
walls and interior partitions all moved at different rates and
in different directions.  The auditorium’s wood truss roof
was supported by large brick pilasters on a 16" spacing.

The high school continued to use the old buildings
until plans for a new campus could be prepared.  Local
builder, Allison Honer was involved in the design and
construction of the new facility.  In September 1935, after
the failure of the necessary bond issue, the old buildings
were vacated by fiat from the Santa Ana School Board.  
For the month of October, class was on half day session
while a tent city was constructed in the southeast quadrant
of the campus.  On October 23,
1935, school was closed due to
Santa Ana winds. The next bond
election was held on December
12, 1935.  It passed!  On
September 9, 1936, the new
campus was dedicated. Not all the
buildings were complete at this
time, construction continued into
1937. The senior class of 1938
was the first senior class to have
full benefit of the new campus.
The college remained at Walnut
and Ross  Streets from March
1933 until June 1934. 
        In the summer of 1934,
school officials were faced with
the relocation of the College to a
temporary campus in the North
Main Street area. This  site
consisted of  three groups of
buildings on both sides of the
street. These facilities had served
as Willard Junior High School
prior to its relocation to North
Ross Street in 1931. The new
modern Willard School was built
on the George Ford property
purchased from his estate after his death in 1926. Mr.
Ford’s farm house was moved to the northwest corner of
15th and Ross  streets  where it stands today. 
 
Commercial High School Building

The old Willard School campus was abandoned from
June 1931 to September 1934. The main campus building at
917 N. Main Street had been the “Commercial High
School” were students where given secretarial, bookkeeping
and office practices instruction. This was a square shaped

building built on a row of residential lots just to the north of
the old High School which had been built in 1900. As late
as 1906, this site remained residential.  The Commercial
High School building opened in the fall of 1910.  However,
commercial courses had been part of the high school
curriculum for some years. This new (1910) two story brick
was 82’ wide by 70’ deep, perspective of North. Main
Street, and was situated approximately in the middle of the
250’ deep block.  In 1934, the site of the old high school
was an empty lot. 

High School Building  (1900)
The old high school plot at Ninth and Main occupied

the south portion of the block and measured 231’ wide and
250’ deep. Upon this plot, a two story brick building was
constructed containing an assembly room, 14 classrooms

and a library. The overall dimensions were 130’ wide and
114’ deep. If each classroom held 30 students then school
capacity was 420. This would have allowed 10 square feet
per student for exterior recreational space. Thus the
administration had to rent field space initially on Depot
Street, Later part of the French Street School site was
allocated as the high school field.  Travel distances were ¾
mile and ½ mile each way respectively. 

All 790 students were glad to leave this location in
1913 for the spacious Polytechnic campus. But the old
school soldiered on in some manner. It was not until 1924
that Santa Ana adopted a Junior High alignment when the
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High School Building (1900), 
                   at Ninth and Main Streets, Santa Ana                          

 



high school went from a 4 year to a 3 year school.
However, by January 1927, County Health Officer, Mr.
Presson declared it unsafe for children.

Washington School           
 The Central Grammar School built in 1887  had

been renamed Washington School.  It was sold to the
YMCA and demolished in the early 1920s.  A new
Washington school was constructed in 1922 at 1012 North
Main Street, on the former site of the Joseph Yoch
residence.  This site extended from Main Street west to
Sycamore.  The new Washington School was a two-story
brick building, 106’ wide and 62’ deep (Main Street
perspective).  Beyond these dimensions was an enclosed

stairwell structure on the south end.  The western portion
was 122’ wide to accommodate a second stairwell near the
north end of the building.   In 1935, the College and the
Board of Education shared the building.  The Board
occupied the 1st floor with the College on the 2nd floor.  In
1932, the board employed 15 individuals likely to require
full time desks for administrative matters.  The ten
additional staff included a physician, four nurses, gardeners,
and carpenters. Whether 15 people needed the entire floor is
unknown. The College may have occupied some of the 1st

floor space for offices.  In the fall of 1935, two music

bungalows were constructed on the former playground.   
These were in addition to a number of existing out
buildings and sheds previously constructed by the Board of
Education for use by its trades people. 

This building was occupied prior to the Board of
Education in 1931. In the 1920s it was needed to support
the Willard School staff which had reached a level of 29
professionals in 1927.
 
Church Street

The last cluster of buildings was located on Church
Street on the eastern portion of the old Central School
campus. (113, 115, 119 Church Street).  In 1906, it was the
site of the Central Primary School a two story building with

a four- story bell tower. About
1910, a manual training and
domestic sciences building
existed on the site.  Both the old
and new structures were @ 50’
wide, - possibly a reworked and
expanded version of the original
building. This wooden building
resembled a private residence
with two entrances measuring 50’
wide by 75’ deep. 

In 1923, The Board of
Education built a single story
wooden structure as office space
at 119 Church. This building was
40’ wide and 75’ deep. When or
if the Domestic Science Building
was moved to make room is
unclear. Over the years a
bungalow was constructed to the
rear of the lot.  In 1931, both of
these buildings were vacated by
the school district.  In 1933, the
domestic science building was
vacant and the office building was
rented to Borns & Miller (tax &
accounting).  In 1934, Santa Ana
Junior College  utilized both
buildings.  The old office became
the Art Building, the other the
Science Bldg. 

Part 3 next month
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Central Primary School
Photo from Diann Marsh's book, Santa Ana . . an Illustrated

History
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OCHS Calendar
    Board Meeting open to members

  Thursday, January 4,  2007 at 7:00 PM
        Irvine Regional Library

   January Meeting  
 Thursday, Jan. 11, 2007  
  NEW  Segerstrom Center for the       

   Arts   
  6:30 p.m.
  Private Tour  
  Limited Number of tickets for the

evening's performance in Segerstrom
Concert Hall at 8:00 p.m. for those who
wish to remain          
  Our host  —    Tim Dunn.                        

    Director of Public Relations

  February Program  

   "Orange County On Display" What are
the top quality assets that make Orange

County what it is today?

by Guest Curator Karin Schnell
Books listed below in BOLD are pictured and described on our 
             website:  www.orangecountyhistory.org
 
 

$21.50Postcard History Series 4th Printing

$35.00Fruit Box Labels An Illustrated Guide to Citrus
Labels by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

 $40.00The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in
Orange County

$15.95Orange County Through Four Centuries
By Dr. Leo J. Friis

  $22.00
 $00.00

Orange Countiana V Early Businesses   soft
In Orange County   hard cover SOLD OUT        

 
  

 $32.00
 $40.00

Orange Countiana IV Architecture:    soft 
A Window on the Past                  hard cover

 $12.00Orange Countiana III
 $12.00Orange Countiana II
 $3.00The Portolá Expedition  1769
 $4.00José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez
 $4.00House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow
 $70.00Centennial Bibliography of Orange County
 $10.00Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$25.00Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner
AMT.COST 

$14.00New Orange County
         Place Names A to Z
         by Phil Brigandi

                Orange County

                                  All prices include sales tax
                                                          MERCHANDISE   TOTAL      ____        
 Postage and Handling  ($3.00 first item, $1 each additional
 Bibliography of OC  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
 Orange Blossoms  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
                                                                            TOTAL DUE ___________
PHONE                                              

NAME                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                                

CITY,STATE,ZIP                                                                                                     
 Make checks payable to OCHS                             
ˆ MAIL TO:    John Sorenson,  14932 Gainford Circle, Irvine  CA  92604
   Call him  (949) 559-5668  and he will bring your book/s to the next  
meeting.                      

COUNTY COURIER
Copy deadline is the second Friday of the month
Mailing deadline is the last Thursday of the month
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            CHECK ONE BOX
„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 
        One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00

SPONSOR $   60.00

 PATRON $ 100.00

 LIFE $ 300.00

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER
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NAME           _______ ___________________________________

ADDRESS_ _________                                 __________________

CITY__________________________________

STATE, ZIP ____________________________

TELEPHONE________________________

AMT ENCLOSED $_________

Please make check payable to OCHS

Check your mailing label
for membership status

 

 MAIL TO   :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801


