
t our March general meeting, which will
again be held at 7:30 p.m. in Orange at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, we will hear

about the old Santa Ana Police Department.  Our
speaker is John Reed, who worked 29 years for
the department in the Patrol Division as well as
the D.A.R.E. anti-drug program.  

Mr. Reed is still involved part-time with the SAPD
in Animal Services and works through the Santa
Ana Unified School District.  He will relate some
of his experiences from the ‘good old days’ and
other events that he was involved with during his
police career.

GOOD NEWS for Our Society
 
Our new editor is John Bushman, a retired
governmental worker in the business and public
relations areas.  He was raised in the Hollywood
area during the ‘Red Car’ era.  An avid baseball
fan, the passion started when he watched the old
Los Angeles Angels and Hollywood Stars before
the Dodgers came to LA.  

His first ventures to Orange County were as a
child to see Knott’s Berry Farm, when it was just
that and a small ‘Ghost Town’.  He visited
Disneyland the year it opened.  He moved to
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The photo above at the left is the new Police Administration and Jail Facility for
the Santa Ana Police Department.   Prior to this new facility,  they have only had
two permanent homes in their 126 year history : (ABOVE) the old City Hall at
Third & Main Street (1904 - 1959) and the police administration building at 24
Civic Center Plaza (1960 - 1996). (not pictured)

A



Orange County in 1974 and began working for
the County of Orange in 1977 as the Public
Information Officer.  

He was involved with the historical community in
the 1980s as the County’s film liaison and would
open the Old Courthouse when film crews would
arrive at 5 a.m. to shoot films for television and
the big screen.  When he moved on to work for
the City of Garden Grove he became a member
of the Garden Grove Historical Society.
John’s background as an editor started with
working for newspapers in college.  He also
covered the 1968 Olympic Games aquatic events
for magazines and radio.  He later wrote for
journals and magazines as an editor, free lancer
and then as a writer associated with his position
at the County.  In the 1980s he started a
magazine on running which was published two
and a half years.  
He retired in July, 2005, although he works as an
usher at Angel Stadium and volunteers at the
Placentia Library.  He continues to write, but has
shifted his interest toward mysteries.  
John and his wife Karen live in Placentia and he
has two grown children.

                           Orange County 
Prisoner of War Camp

By Tom Pulley

Citrus Growers, Incorporated, which was
headquartered in Anaheim, was faced with a potential
labor shortage to harvest the 1945 Orange County
citrus crops. To save the fruit, the Citrus Growers
approached the War Department to propose that a
unit of German prisoners of war be brought to Orange
County to help with the citrus harvest.

Citrus Growers, Inc., formed early in 1943, was an
organization whose membership was composed of 47
Orange County packinghouses. They were
responsible for providing their members with labor to
harvest their citrus crops. They established labor
camps at Anaheim, Atwood, Delhi, Irvine, La Habra
and Orange where they housed and fed up to 2,900
laborers, composed of American citizens and foreign
nationals from Mexico and Jamaica during the citrus

picking season which lasted mainly from May to
November.

On Saturday February 10, 1945 a contingent
composed of two officials from Citrus Growers, Inc.,
plus five Army officers toured Orange County looking
at possible sites to locate a prisoner of war camp. A
15 acre site of raw, unleveled land, without water, on
the south side of Garden Grove Blvd. approximately
one half mile east of Harbor Blvd., belonging to turkey
rancher Louie B. Gunn and his wife Nell K. Gunn of
Garden Grove was selected. The property was west of
Clinton Street and had 620 feet of frontage on Garden
Grove Blvd. and 100 feet of frontage on Clinton Street.
On February 17, 1945 the Gunn's leased the 15-acre
site to Citrus Growers, Inc. for $125.00 per month.
The lease began on March 17, 1945 and was granted
for the duration of the "present National Emergency"
and for six months thereafter. Terms of the lease gave
the camp use of the Gunn Ranch water well at the
northwest corner of Garden Grove Blvd. and Clinton
Street. At the conclusion of the lease Citrus Growers,
Inc. agreed to remove all buildings, foundations,
tanks, tents and refuse and to restore the 15-acre
property as near as practicable to its original
condition.

Citrus Growers, Inc. arranged and paid for
construction of barracks, mess hall, post exchange
and other buildings needed to house and feed up to
600 prisoners plus the Army personnel needed to feed
and guard them. Once the buildings were completed
around May 15, 1945, the Army took possession of
the camp and began construction of security
measures, which included a fence around the property
and watchtowers. The first group of 250 prisoners of
war reached the camp on May 29. The second group
of 350 arrived on June 28, giving the camp its full
contingent of prisoners. They were sent to Orange
County from a permanent POW camp in Corcoran,
Kings County, California.

The prisoners were supervised and fed by the Army
Provost Marshal's Department but were paid for their
citrus picking labor by Citrus Growers, Inc. The
Germans, through contractual arrangements with the
government by the growers, worked six days each
week. The government was paid by Citrus growers,
Inc, at the prevailing straight box rate of approximately
15 1/2 cents per box. The prisoners received only 80
cents per day from the government in canteen
coupons provided they picked their daily quota of
oranges as determined by the Agricultural Extension
Service and the Army. The prisoners used their
coupons at the camp Post Exchange for soap,
toothpaste and other articles.
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Since none of the German war
prisoners had experience picking
oranges it was necessary to
provide training to teach them the
skills needed in picking and
handling oranges. The Santa Ana
School system's adult education
department as a cooperative
venture with Citrus Growers, Inc.
and the Agricultural Extension
Service provided instructors to
train the prisoners. The
instructors had to be trained first
before they were ready to teach
the prisoners. Under the adult
education system the state
reimbursed the local school
district for any money spent for
the training.

The prisoners at the camp
wore distinctive uniforms with
“PW” for "Prisoner of War" on the
front and back. While in the fields
they were guarded at all times by
armed guards from the U.S.
Army. The camp in 1945, in addition to the 600
prisoners, had 60 Army enlisted men and three
officers under the command of Captains D.R.
Jennings and F.C. Rogers.

Some prisoners, while not assigned to the citrus
industry, were assigned to essential labor at the Santa
Ana Army Air Base on a day-to-day basis. The
prisoners working at the Army installation were also
paid 80 cents a day in coupons. At the conclusion of
the 1945-picking season in late November the
prisoners were returned to their permanent camp in
Corcoran. The 600 prisoners used in Orange County
were only a small portion of the 10,000 prisoners of
war working in California fields and orchards in 1945.

758 POW's arrived at the Garden Grove camp in
June for the 1946 picking season. According to a June
3, 1946 article in the Santa Ana Register, the
prisoners were mostly Austrian and were once-proud
members of Marshall Rommel's crack Afrika Korps.
The camp in 1946 was under the command of Captain
Hugh Erwin. Between June 2nd and 15th the Austrian
POW's picked 186, 974 boxes of oranges which
exceeded the quota set for them by the growers and
the Army. By June 18, 1946 repatriation of the
prisoners had started. They were to be moved from
the camp, by train, to the port of embarkation on the
East Coast for return to their homes in Europe. By

June 28 all 758 prisoners had left the camp. Their
removal left the district short of help so the camp, after
the army left, was used to house Mexican Nationals
for the rest of the 1946 picking season.

At the end of the 1946 season the owner of the site,
Louie B. Gunn, announced that he wanted possession
of the property and would not renew his lease. Citrus
Growers, Inc. then leased a different site in Garden
Grove for a new labor camp for Mexican Nationals
and the barracks, mess hall, and other buildings were
moved from the site on Garden Grove Blvd. to the
new camp site.
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Work detail: German POWs wore distinctive uniforms with
“PW” for "Prisoner of War" on the front and back.

                                                  



Books listed below in BOLD are pictured and
described on our 
             website:  www.orangecountyhistory.org
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Newsletter Survey

The County Courier is the official publication of the Orange County Historical Society.  It has
been a mainstay in providing news and information to us for many years.  Periodically, however, it
is advantageous to take even the smoothest running vehicle into the mechanic to evaluate its
performance.  Sometimes it results in just an oil change and the auto is on its way.  Sometimes
the car needs an overhaul.  

This is your chance to let us know how we are doing with this vehicle for information.  Below are
some questions that would be helpful to us if you can answer and send them to us.

You can copy it, make your own version, or cut this out and send it to John Bushman, 1254
Venice Ave., Placentia 92870.  Or you can e-mail me your answers at hardly2539@mypacks.net.
Or you can just call me on the phone at 714-993-7251 with your choices.

Your input is considered valuable and important, because we want our information vehicle to be
able to service you for many years.  Circle or check all responses you think are relevant.  Thank
you.

 
Do you have any other suggestions?

Adjust pages as needed
Too many pages
Just right   
Not enough pages

Any topics you would like to see that
are not in the newsletter?

Is the size of the Newsletter all right?

Too longToo big

Too shortToo small

Too manyToo many

Just right   Just right   

Not enough   Not enough   

What do you think about the articles?What do you think about the photos?

Always
Too bigMostly     

About rightSometimes     

 Too smallNot really

Is the size of the type all right?Do you like the newsletter?  
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