
Noel Jacobson Lampkin, the daughter of
noted light verse writer Ethel Jacobson,
will be the next Orange County Historical
Society guest speaker on June 14.  The
General Meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m.
at the Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N.
Canal St. in Orange, which is located
between Lincoln and Meats, behind the
Orange Shopping Center.

Mrs. Lampkin will present a variety of
compositions by her mother, Ethel
Jacobson, as well as provide
commentary about Ethel’s life, times,
and achievements.   Mrs. Jacobson was
a remarkable literary person who
composed light verse as well as drew
accompanying sketches.  She lived most
of her life in Fullerton, were she composed
over 6,000 verses that were printed in
American and overseas publications, as well
as four books.  She wrote in a joyful banter
style similar to Dorothy Parker, Ogden Nash,
and Bennett Cerf.  

Ethel Jacobson was born in New York City
in 1899 and lived 91 years.  After marrying
Jake Jacobson, whom she met at Lehigh
University, she moved to Fullerton in the late
1920s.

Noel’s discourse will pertain to her family as well
as Mrs. Jacobson’s involvement in helping
Fullerton and Orange County develop from
orange groves to literary droves.  Ethel Jacobson
was a very fascinating and talented lady and it
was not just writing her own style of literature that
interested Noel’s mother.  Ethel also coaxed

many famous authors to come and speak in
Fullerton.  She worked with the library and helped
established literary clubs and societies to aid in
promoting literature and the arts.  

Mrs. Jacobson wrote a significant number of
clever proses.  In her 1952 book, a compilation of
Continued next page                                            
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  Enjoy the Artistic Effervescence 
When Listening to Mrs. Jacobson’s Presence.

above taken from "Mice in the Ink" published in
1955

From the dust jacket of
"I'll Go Quietly"
published in 1966.
 
About the Author
          Ethel Jacobson 

"Ask her a silly question
and she'll give you a silly
answer — worth about
$15 a word. —The Los
Angeles Times

         Ethel Jacobson



Continued from page 1
light verses, entitled "Larks in My Hair," Ethel 
assembled a lifetime of works from such
noteworthy publications as Look, The Saturday
Evening Post, Ladies Home Journal, Sunset,
Collier’s, McCall’s and Good Housekeeping,
among many.  The book’s forward was presented
by none other than the humorous poet and author
Richard Amour.  

This verse was included in the book and is
entitled "Fat and Furious."

The verdict stands
Despite our yelpings:

It isn’t glands
But second helpings.

Mrs. Jacobson’s most quoted lyric is about the
splitting of the atom.  It is called “Atomic
Courtesy.”

“To smash the simple atom, 
All mankind was intent

Now, any day,
 The atom may 

Return the compliment.”  

She also wrote this clever realism, another of her

famous quotes, about successful men:

“Behind every man who achieves success, 
Stands a mother, a wife and the IRS.”

If these teasers delight you, please mark your
calendars for June 14th so you may join us.  On
that Thursday we will learn more about Ethel
Jacobson when Noel Jacobson Lampkin
provides insight into a truly captivating woman
from Orange County’s history.

Newsletter Responses

The editors of the County Courier requested
readership input on the format, style, and
content of the newsletter from a form

published in the March and April issues.
Although responses were not overwhelming,
they were all positive toward the Orange
County Historical Society’s efforts to keep its
membership informed.
 
The results indicated that the OCHS is doing
its job in providing historical information to its
readership.  In answer to whether readers
liked the newsletter, 71% responded
“always.”  
When asked what they thought about the
photos, 64% said they were just right.
Almost 80% of the readers were satisfied
with the size of the newsletter and regarding
the size of the type, 100% of the readers
answered “about right.”  Concerning their
thoughts on the articles 64% told us they
were “just right.”  
We also receive many ‘positive’ suggestions
regarding other elements of the County
Courier, including specific articles.  The
results have been presented to the Board
and many of the suggestions will be
considered for inclusion as future articles.
Thank you for taking the time to send us
your answers and to provide some
interesting ideas for future articles.
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This poem is  in our publication 
 "Orange Countiana. 

A Journal of Local History" Vol. I . 1973



Chili Peppers in Orange County   
by Betsy Vigus

Prior to 1923, records of agriculture
production in Orange County were not
systematically kept.  Early evidence of
chili peppers under cultivation are found in
newspaper articles.  In a 1910 article,
written by J. A. Knapp, and published in
the Orange County Tribune,  states; "A
score of years ago, the Germans of the
County took up the industry and in 1896
were followed by the Chinamen."  He
concludes the article with "The annual
income for the chili pepper crop of
Orange County is about $100,000. and
the acreage 500."  The Anaheim Gazette
in 1907 reports: "Anaheim Chili growers
met at the Chamber of Commerce to
discuss forming an association to raise
the prices of chili peppers. A Mr. Bayha said he would
not grow any more peppers unless market conditions
were improved."  From the same source, a Mr. Green
of Miraflores (a district southeast of Anaheim), sold 50
tons of chili peppers to a Los Angeles buyer for
$22.50 per ton (green peppers not dried).

From 1923 to the present time, the Agricultural
Commissioner of Orange County has maintained
records of the acreage, yields and value of all
commercially grown crops in the county.  The chart
below shows the decline of chili pepper acreage. The
decline is even more pronounced as paprika acreage

is included from 1954 on and the figures from 1976 on
also include bell peppers.  Note the low average acres
for 1941-1945, due to  "illegal and hysterical
internment of Japanese-American growers," as stated
by Ross Crane.

While acreage decreased, production per acre
increased due to planting methods. In 1910 a ton of
dried peppers per acre was considered a good yield.
Plant spacing in the 30s was about 7000 per acre,
plants 18 inches apart and rows 48 inches wide. The
planting system changed as acreage lessened. Plants
twelve inches apart on raised beds with two rows forty

inches apart gave 25,000 plants per acre.  Even
with this increase of plant per acre other factors led
to less and less acreage planted in chili peppers in
Orange County.

According to Rush Bumgardner, formerly deputy
Agricultural Commissioner of Orange County in his
article, "How Chilies Grew in Orange County," "the
conversion of farm lands to housing tracts in the
mid-1950s began to decrease the number of acres
planted.”

Another cause of the decrease in planting and high
production was the infestation of the pepper weevil.
The first authentic record of the pepper weevil's
occurrence as a pest of peppers in California was
made in 1923, when heavy losses to growers of
bell peppers at La Habra were reported.
Infestations increased and were wide- spread in
southern California. J.A. Knapp, prominent grower in

Chart indicating Orange County acreage 
of chili peppers by five year averages. Numbers

indicate end of five year periods
                               Courtesy of Ross Crane
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Chili Pepper Dry Houses, a familiar sight in Garden
Grove, Westminster and Talbert in 1930s. Most growers
dehydrated their peppers crops with their own drying
facilities and sold their product on a dry basis, so much
per pound or per ton.
                                                              Courtesy Ross E. Crane  
 



Garden Grove,  along with the
Japanese growers, pepper
companies and others
dependent on the chili industry
recognized the need for
assistance to combat this most
destructive insect.  This effort
was financed by state and
federal government agencies.
Heading the investigation was
Roy E. Campbell, Chief and
John C. Elmore, entomologists
of the United States
Department of Agriculture,
Bureau of Entomology and
Plant Quarantine laboratory in
Alhambra, California. Results
of experiments and study in
controlling  the pepper weevil
were published in numerous
technical bulletins.  

Mr. Elmore in a 1934 U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Technical
Leaflet states:
"The pepper weevil (Anthonomus eugenii) is a serious pest
of peppers wherever they are grown in the southwest,
especially in southern California. In California, where the
industry is the largest, it has caused losses to growers
amounting to 50 percent of the crop in some years."     

Sanitation is the most important control measure that can
be employed against the pepper weevil.  Weevils also feed
on plants in the nightshade family, over-wintering on these
plants. In spring, one or two generations of the pepper
weevil may develop in the berries of the nightshade or in
the blossom buds of last year's pepper plants before the
plants of new crops are large enough to be attacked. In
June, the weevils fly to the new fields of peppers. Here they
reproduce rapidly and soon become numerous enough to
destroy most of the pepper pods.  Recommendations for
control were:  "At least 50 days before planting the new
crop, locate and destroy all nightshade plants growing near
the old pepper field, so that weevils will starve before the
new crop is available. Plant peppers early so that many of
the pods will mature before pepper weevils become
numerous enough to destroy them. Plant varieties known to
produce early pods. The weevils cannot puncture mature
pods, which have become smooth and hard.”

Beyond cultural practices for control, insecticides were
used.  DDT was the most effective. The application advice
was: “Apply DDT every 10 days or cryolite containing
sodium fluoaluminate until most of the pods have matured.
Both DDT and cryolite leave poisonous residues which
must be removed before the peppers are dried or offered
for sale."  

After 1945, agricultural and commercial usage of DDT
became widespread in the U.S. The State and Federal
agencies began restricting its use as early as 1957 and

public concern grew in 1962.  On June 14, 1972, the EPA
Administrator announced the final cancellation of all
remaining crop uses of DDT in the U.S.  Methods of control
for pepper and other weevils has not changed greatly.  New
pesticides have replaced the old and cultural practices for
control have remained the same. Research is being
conducted on the use of parasitic wasps as a control.
Commercial acreage of the chili pepper had ended in the
county by 1981. Planting of chili peppers moved to other
areas and other states.  There is still some small acreage in
Orange County producing peppers. According to 2005
figures from the Agricultural Commissioner, there were 332
acres producing peppers, bell peppers and miscellaneous
in the county.  
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Dusting peppers with a hand duster using
DDT  to control pepper weevils. However
use of DDT causes large numbers of
aphids, or plant lice to develop,
especially when the weather is favorable.
             U.S.D.A. leaflet 226. year 1951



Books listed below in BOLD are pictured and
described on our website:  

www.orange
countyhistory
.org
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OCHS Calendar
  Board Meeting open to members
  Thursday, June 7,  2007 at 7:00 PM

        in Armstrong Hall at Trinity Church
 

JUNE Meeting
  
  Thursday, June 14, 2007  
  Trinity Episcopal Church of Orange
  7:30 p.m. in Armstrong Hall
  Speaker:
 Noel Jacobson Lampkin 

       presents    Ethel Jacobson
           author of light verse such as:
                                    Mystery 

 hough you plant broccoli,
    Limas, beets,
    Peas and similar 

                        Succulent eats,
                        Golden bantam
                        And beans—b'gosh.
                        Everything comes up
                        Squash.

   September 13, 2007 Program 
        to be announced

T
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Copy deadline is the second Friday of the month
Mailing deadline is the last Thursday of the month

$21.50Postcard History Series 4th Printing

$35.00Fruit Box Labels An Illustrated Guide to Citrus
Labels by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

 $40.00The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in
Orange County

$15.95Orange County Through Four Centuries
By Dr. Leo J. Friis

  $22.00
 $00.00

Orange Countiana V Early Businesses   soft
In Orange County   hard cover SOLD OUT        

 
  

 $32.00
 $40.00

Orange Countiana IV Architecture:    soft 
A Window on the Past                  hard cover

 $12.00Orange Countiana III
 $12.00Orange Countiana II
 $3.00The Portolá Expedition  1769
 $4.00José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez
 $4.00House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow
 $70.00Centennial Bibliography of Orange County
 $10.00Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$25.00Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner
AMT.COST 

$14.00New Orange County
         Place Names A to Z
         by Phil Brigandi

                Orange County

                                  All prices include sales tax
                                                          MERCHANDISE   TOTAL      ____        
 Postage and Handling  ($3.00 first item, $1 each additional
 Bibliography of OC  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
 Orange Blossoms  is $5 per book, $1 each additional
                                                                            TOTAL DUE ___________
PHONE                                              

NAME                                                                                      

ADDRESS                                                                                                

CITY,STATE,ZIP                                                                                                     
 Make checks payable to OCHS                             
ˆ MAIL TO:    John Sorenson,  14932 Gainford Circle, Irvine  CA  92604
   Call him  (949) 559-5668  and he will bring your book/s to the next  
meeting.                      
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