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Author Brigandi Returns

The Knotts Helped Build A City From the Ground Up

uena Park's main claim to fame is as the

home of Knott's Berry Farm. Indeed,
the city has grown from about 1,000 people
in 1900 to almost 80,000 residents today.

But it wasn’t always a thriving city. It began
as a dairy center. In 1889 the Lily Creamery
opened operations there and was, with the
exception of some wineries, the first industry
in the city. However, it was the industrious
Knott family that put Buena Park on the map.

To explain to us how that all came about, our
speaker this month is well-known local
author Phil Brigandi. He will describe as
well as show the early history of Knott's
Berry Farm or, as it was known until 1946,
Knott's Berry Place. Our program featuring
Mr. Brigandi will be at 7:30 p.m. on
Thursday, January 10" in the usual Hall at
the Trinity Episcopal Church located at 2400
N. Canal Street in Orange.

Mr. Brigandi will explain that Knott's Berry Farm
was well known in Orange County long before it
became a world-class theme park. He will speak
about the Knott’s early efforts from 1920 to just after
World War II, when the farm’s name was changed to
“Knott’s Berry Farm.” He is also bringing a slide
show which includes photos from the Knott’s Berry
Farm archives. Some of these are unpublished
pictures from the Knotts’ collection, and will be
displayed for the first time publicly.

Walter Knott and his family came to Orange County
in 1920 after several previous farming ventures
elsewhere. They began farming on 10 acres of rented
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WALTER AND CORDELIA KNOTT POSE IN A REPLICA OF THE ORIGI-
NAL ROADSIDE BERRY STAND THAT EVOLVED INTO KNOTT’S BERRY
FARM AND GHOST TOWN.

POSTCARD COURTESY OF PHIL CHINN

land south of Buena Park for the first seven years.
Mr. Knott was a partner with his cousin, Jim Preston.
In 1932, he met Rudy Boysen, the park
superintendent in Anaheim, who had developed a
wonderful new berry which was called - the
Boysenberry. Eventually the Knotts started growing
and selling the berries at their roadside stand which
they had built in 1928 to sell berries and plants.

In 1934, Knott’s wife, Cordelia, added fried chicken
to the menu in her tea room that adjoined the berry
stand. Mrs. Knott used her own wedding china to
serve customers some of the first chicken dinners.

(Continued on page 2)
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The cost was a hefty 65 cents.

As more people began stopping for the dinners as well
as the berries in the late 1930s, the Knotts began adding
displays so people could pass the time while waiting
for their chicken dinner to cook.

TODAY.

~ PHOTO COUR-
TESY OF
* GLENN FRANK

The Whitaker-Jaynes house is filled with
authentic furnishings from the past, including a
bedroom set that belonged to Mrs. Knott.

For more exciting information on the Knotts early
period in Orange County, be sure to join us at the
OCHS General Meeting in Orange on Jan. 10,
2008 at 7:30 p.m.

GHOST TOWN FIRE ENGINE

A Student’s Questions About
Orange County

PosTcARD coURTEsY PHIL CHINN

In 1940, they began assembling and constructing a full-
size replica of a Western ghost town along side of

Knott’s Berry Place. Walter Knott’s Ghost Town went
from being a diversion while hungry patrons waited for

Our historian, Ken Leavens receives and

answers many requests each week. See
how you would do answering this student.
(Answers on page 4.)

their chicken dinners, to being a real attraction. Even
to the point of overshadowing Mrs. Knott’s tea room
and their berry market.

City officials attribute much of the Buena Park's
physical and financial growth to the Knott family.
Tourism generated by the Knott' amusement park is the
city’s single largest source of revenue.

Two Interesting Related Stories:

The Old Maizeland School was built in 1868 in
Maizeland (later the city of Rivera, now called Pico /
Rivera). The one-room school was donated to the
Knott's in 1959. Both Knott's Berry Farm and the
school are marked with historic plaques.

The historic Whitaker-Jaynes House was built by
Andrew West Whitaker in 1887. His brother James
bought the land for cattle, but ended up subdividing the
property and creating Buena Park. The house was sold
to Issac Jaynes in 1903 and his family lived there until
1965. The city made a park of the grounds and the
Buena Park Historical Society maintains the house.

To whom it may concern:

| am a teacher at Hesperia Junior High
School. One of my students, Suzana,
chose to do her's on Orange County.
She is required to interview an expert,
so | suggested that she send her
questions to the Historical Society. |
hope you can find time to answer her
questions.

1) How did Orange County get its
name?

2) Who were the people who settled
Orange County?

3) How many people live in Orange
County today?

4) How many cities are in Orange
County?

5) Were there many oranges in Orange
County?

Thank you for your time,
Kerry Zielke and Suzana
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The Dreger Clock Needs
Restoration

The famous Knott’s Berry Farm clock was
built in the 1930's by Andrew Dreger, Sr. His
family members were pioneers in the early
settlements of Anaheim, Long Beach and
Buena Park.

Andrew developed many mechanical skills
during his life. He repaired bicycles and
other mechanical items. He worked with
metal as a blacksmith and did other jobs
requiring mechanical and hand crafting skills.
He built his own wood frame apartment
building and home in Long Beach which i
withstood the quake of 1933 when other brick
buildings collapsed.

It took him five years to build his masterpiece
clock that eventually ended up at Knott's
Berry farm. When finished, he placed it
outside his home on Anaheim Street in Long
Beach, CA and for almost 20 years he kept it
in working order. He first built a pendulum
powered indoor clock with multiple clock
faces. Immediately after completing it he
started on the much larger, town-clock version
that would be electrically powered.

In the latter years of his life he took up watch
and clock repair, and became fascinated with
the idea of building a large electrically powered
clock that could show the time in major cities
around the world.

When Andrew passed away, his clock was
moved to Knott's Berry Farm. Andrew's Sister
Emily Dreger Holder was married to a neighbor
of the Knotts, so it was fitting that Walter Knott
was the one who saved the clock for posterity.
He first displayed it in the "Ghost Town" area of
the park near the Rose Garden. Later the
Knott’s placed it out front of their ticket booths.

THE CLOCK OUT FRONT OF THE TICKET BOOTHS AT

THE ENTRANCE TO KNOTT’S BERRY FARM

PHOTO COURTESY OF GLENN FRANK

For 50 years, the clock fascinated visitors
coming to the park.

In August of 2007, Glenn Frank, a great
grandson of Andrew, noticed it was missing
from in front of Knott's Berry Farm. With a little
searching of the internet he found it again... and
of all places... on eBay!

A few phone calls and emails to local
organizations finally put him in touch with the
Buena Park Historical Society. The BPHS took
up the challenge to save this historic icon of
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their city and purchased the clock for
restoration in October 2007.

Now the clock needs to be once again

rescued for future generations. The clock fell
into disrepair and was eventually taken down
from its place in front of Knott's Berry Farm.

It disappeared from public view and ended up

in a warehouse so it is not in very good shape.

The Buena Park Historical Society is seeking
help to restore it and put it on display for the
public once again.

Contact ...Buena Park Historical Society 714
562-3570 or visit the web site
www.dregerclock.org

FAMILY POSES BY THE CLOCK IN THE ROSE

GARDEN IN THE GHOST TOWN AREA OF THE
PARK. GLENN FRANK IS THE YOUNG BOY
STANDING UNDER THE CLOCK.

COURTESY OF GLENN FRANK

ANSWERS TO
A Student’s Questions About
Orange County

Question No. 1

When ‘Orange’ was first suggested as a name for
the southern part of Los Angeles County, there were
no orange groves in what was to become Orange
County. After many years of haggling, ‘Orange’ was
finally agreed upon. (1889) According to Jim Sleeper,
the name was chosen for purposes of real estate
development. It was thought that the name evoked
visions of a tropical paradise and would attract
people from the east who were interested in buying
orange ranches.. But ironically, shortly after this time,
oranges were becoming the most important crop in
the county.

Question No. 2

Orange County’s rich soil ,good climate and cheap
land , attracted many settlers from the east. One
such man was William Spurgeon, a native of
Kentucky, who arrived in 1869 and established the
city of Santa Ana. Other early settlers were,
Columbus Tustin who founded the city of Tustin in
1870 and Alfred Chapman and Andrew Glassell
who founded the city of Orange in 1871.

Question No. 3
In 2000, 2,846,289
In 2006 (Estimate U.S. Census Bureau) 3,002,948

Question No. 4

34 incorporated cities. The oldest- Anaheim 1870.
The newest- Aliso Viejo-2001

Question No. 5

Yes. In 1929, 10 million boxes of Valencia Oranges
were produced in Orange County. In 1930, the
county was producing a sixth of the nations Valencia
Oranges. By 1938, 67,536 acres of Valencia’s were
in production. The Bastanchury Ranch in Fullerton,
was billed as “The World’s Largest Orange Orchard.”
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OCHS CALENDAR

¢ BOARD MEETING
. Jan. 3, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity

JANUARY 10 MEETING

e AT Trinity Episcopal Church

e 2400 N Canal St., Orange

e 7:30PM

« The Knott’s Helped Build A City

from the Ground Up

o KNOTT”S BERRY FARM and GHOST
TOWN

« Powerpoint presentation

« By PHIL BRIGANDI

jbmo38ore@netzero.net

vvigus@pacbell.net

FEBRUARY 7 MEETING

WATER by Carl Nelson

MARCH 13 MEETING

To be announced

BOOKS FOR SALE

Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

$25.00

Postcard History Series 4th Printing

Canada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$10.00

Orange County

$21.50

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County

$70.00

Orange County Place Names A to Z

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow

$4.00

by Phil Brigandi

$14.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez

$4.00

All prices include sales tax
Merchandise TOTAL

The Portola Expedition 1789

$3.00

Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item,

Orange Countiana Il

$12.00

$1 each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange

Orange Countiana llI

$12.00

Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.

Orange Countiana 1V Architecture: soft cover

Hard cover

$32.00
$40.00

TOTAL DUE

PHONE

Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover

$22.00

NAME

Orange County Through Four Centuries by
Dr. Leo J. Friis

$16.00

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange
County

$40.00

ADDRESS

CITY,STATE, ZIP

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS MAIL T

0O:

Fruit Box : An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

$35.00

JOHN SORENSON, (949) 559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA 92604
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CHECK ONE BOX

O NEW MEMBER [ RENEWAL

One Year Membership
STUDENT* (WITH ID)
INDIVIDUAL
FAMILY (same address)
SPONSOR
PATRON
LIFE$ 300.00
INSTITUTION*

CORPORATE*

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

$ 10.00
$ 20.00
$ 35.00
$ 60.00
$ 100.00

$ 40.00
$ 200.00

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM JAN.2008
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE E Mail

AMT ENCLOSED $
Please make check payable to OCHS






