
 

 

O ur next OC Historical Society 

General Meeting speaker is 

Carl Nelson, former Director of 

Public Works for the County of 

Orange.  He is a history buff and has 

researched information on the 

Anaheim Union Water Company, 

which he will share with us on Feb. 

14, at 7:30 p.m. at the Meeting Hall 

at the Trinity Episcopal Church at 

2400 N. Canal St. in Orange. 

 

Please join us for Mr. Nelson’s 

presentation on a portion of Orange 

County’s water history and some 

refreshments afterwards.  Here is a 

preview of his talk: 

 

Prior to 1941 and the transporting of Colorado River water 

to Orange County by the Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California (MWD), there were only two sources 

of irrigation water available: 

Surface diversions from local streams 

Groundwater pumping. 

But even groundwater pumping (the old farm 

windmills) was inadequate for large volumes of 

irrigation water until the development of efficient 

deepwater pumps around the end of the 19th century.  

Therefore, the early Orange County settlers looked to 

the Santa Ana River as a source of water to make 

their agriculture more economical and their daily 

lives easier. 

 

 

The Anaheim Water Company (AWC), predecessor 

of the Anaheim Union Water Company, was 

incorporated in 1859 (the Anaheim area having been 

settled two years before).  The AWC was the first 

duly organized irrigation company in the State of 

California.  The company was formed in order to own 

and operate diversion ditches carrying water from the 

Santa Ana River to irrigate 2,000 acres of the Los 

Angeles Vineyard Society (the original Anaheim 

Colony, founded in 1857). 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Division headgates for the Cajon Canal part of 

the Anaheim Union Water Company shown here  

Ca.1890 

 

The Anaheim Union Water Company   

           To paraphrase Coleridge:  “Water, water, everywhere, but not a drop to drink.”  However, with 
proper planning… 

Anaheim Public Library Photograph and text  

from Steve Faessel’s Historic Photos of Anaheim  
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On January 9, 1884, the Anaheim Union Water 
Company (AUWCO) was incorporated for the purpose 
of consolidating the Anaheim Water Company with 
several other small water businesses (ditch 
companies).  In addition, the Anaheim Union Water 
Company was going to finance improvements to the 
original canal system as well as perfect water rights 
for service to areas that were now annexed or 
incorporated into the larger northern county cities – 
specifically, Anaheim, Fullerton, Placentia and Yorba 
Linda. 

 

After World War II, the small Orange County 
communities began to evolve.  Seemingly almost 
overnight, the landscape transformed from groves into 
more urban housing developments.  As a result, 
agriculture began to diminish.  In addition, the cities of 
Anaheim, Fullerton and Brea, as original members of 
the MWD, were providing their own municipal 

services, including domestic water service. 

 

As the Anaheim area’s agricultural acreage began to 
shrink, so did the economic viability of the AUWCO.  
The company was finally dissolved in 1970 and its 
rights to surface flow from the Santa Ana River were 
taken over by Orange County Water District to be 
utilized for groundwater basin replenishment. 
 
For the rest of the story, you’ll have to join us on Feb. 
14

th
 at 7:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal Church.  

Come out to hear how water was originally 
commandeered to provide the means for Orange 

County to grow and thrive. 

 

A Bit of History on Carl Nelson 

 

Carl Nelson is a native of Los Angeles and was 
educated in several Southern California 
elementary, intermediate and high schools.  He 
has a Bachelor of Engineering from UCLA and 
Master of Civil Engineering from USC. 

 

His early engineering career was with the 
California Division of Highways.  He then worked 
for the County of Orange from 1960-1989 and 
retired as Director of Public Works.  Since that 
time, he has been a consulting engineer, most 
recently working on the Orange County Water 
District’s Groundwater Replenishment System 
(GWRS).  The GWRS is nearing completion as 
the world’s largest producer of purified 
wastewater for a domestic water supply via the 
underground basin known as The Anaheim 
Forebay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In early 1921, Harry D. Riley, president of the 
Anaheim Chamber of Commerce, realized that 
the Valencia orange was conceded to be the 
king of citrus in Orange County.  Yet he was 
concerned that the National Orange Show held 
in San Bernardino each February showcased 
the Navel orange while the Valencia was ig-
nored because it did not ripen until May.  

 

Riley decided to hold an orange show in the 
summertime to promote and honor the Valencia 
orange. It was decided to hold the festival in 
May to coincide with the beginning of the Valen-
cia harvest season. The festival was named the 
“California Valencia Orange Show.”  The first 
show was held on five acres of land on the 
Deckel property on North Los Angeles Street 
(now Anaheim Blvd.) in Anaheim.  The date for 
the initial show was set for May 17 to 22, 1921. 

The show featured exhibits of citrus fruits, avo-
cados and industrial displays, and was held in a 
giant tent, 130 feet by 340 feet.  The tent re-
quired seven trucks and four trailers to transport 
it to the exhibit site.  A separate smaller tent 
housed a combination tractor; auto and machin-
ery show along with concessions. One of the 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

The 1925 permanent entrance to the  California Va-

lencia Orange Show with an 85 foot tower which illu-

minated the whole countryside with searchlights. 

                                            Tom Pulley Postcard Collection 

 

CALIFORNIA VALENCIA ORANGE SHOW 

BY Tom Pulley 
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interesting features in the main tent was a series of 
eight exhibits each 10 feet by 10 feet showing differ-
ent phases of Valencia culture, from the setting out 
of trees to the harvesting and the packing.  A special 
tent housed 100 paintings from the Laguna Beach 
Art Association; another tent housed amusements of 
various kinds.  Outside the tents were a large mid-
way with carnival rides, soft drink stands and eating 
places. 
 
More than 2 million oranges were used in the exhib-
its.  Since only the biggest and best fruit would have 
been used in the displays, probably averaging be-
tween 200 and 300 fruit per box, an astounding 
6,667 to 10,000 boxes of fruit were used.  That 
many oranges would fill 15 to 23 rail cars. 
 
The first show was opened by President Warren G. 
Harding speaking on a special long distance line 
from the White House in Washington D.C. The Bell 
Telephone Company spent $15,000 in making the 
connection perfect and collected a fee of only $18 
for the service. 
 
It was expected that approximately 100,000 people 
would attend the six day show. Unfortunately it 
rained heavily during the last three days of the Or-
ange Show. Because of the rain, the show was ex-
tended three more days to the 25th.  Even with the 
extra three days the total attendance was only 
30,000 and the show ended with a financial deficit of 
$9,785.  Despite the deficit the Chamber of Com-
merce decided to make the show an annual affair 
and to make the 1922 show even bigger and better 
than the first one. 
 
The 1922 show was moved to the 
newly acquired triangular shaped 
Anaheim City Park site, which was 
located on the northeast corner of 
Palm St. (Harbor Blvd.) and La 
Palma Avenue.  The show was ex-
panded to eight days and was held 
May 23 to 30, 1922.  The size of the 
show was double that of the 1921 
show with three big tents totaling 
90,000 square feet and weighing 
over sixty tons.  The largest tent 
housed the citrus exhibits.  One of 
the new features for 1922 was a 
fully functional miniature packing-
house constructed by the Stebler 
Parker Company of Riverside at a 
cost of $3500.  As it was a function-

ing operation, Valencias for the eastern market were 
packed and loaded into rail cars directly from the 
show.  Fair goers could also purchase packed boxes 
of Valencias at the show to take home with them.  
The second large tent housed the industrial section 
with more than 200 exhibits of implements and ma-
chinery used in the Valencia orange industry.  The 
third tent, which included 25,000 sq. ft. of floor 
space, housed a display of automobiles, trucks, trac-
tors and accessories.  Charles C. Chapman, ac-
knowledged as the "Father of the Valencia Orange", 
had an exhibit which featured a replica of an old mis-
sion.  Chapman was also named honorary president 
of the show.  Merry-Go-Rounds, Ferris Wheels and 
fortunetellers were also to be found on the grounds. 
In the first five days of the show attendance reached 
75,000 people and total attendance for the full eight 
days was around 125,000. 
 

The third annual show, expanded to nine days was 
held May 22 to 30, 1923.  The show contained four-
teen feature displays each with an Egyptian theme 
along with sixty-five other smaller citrus exhibits. Al-
together there were 300 exhibitors. The cost of the 
show was approximately $60,000. In addition to 
many more industrial exhibits, the amusement zone, 
known as the "Valencia Joy" zone was expanded 
and was described as a replica of Coney Island and 
California's Venice rolled into one. The main en-
trance to the show featured a small replica of the 
Court of Ramses III, 60 feet long and 18 feet high 
that was connected with the main entrance of the 
citrus department by a tunnel 50 feet in length, 18 
feet wide and 11 feet high, all decorated in an Egyp-

This photo shows the 1923 Egyptian theme with stylized palms.  

The Newport Harbor exhibit sign reads “Newport Harbor, Newport 

Beach Orange County’s ocean doorway to orange County’s harbor 

city.”                                                          Anaheim Public Library Photo 
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tian motif.  A citrus pageant was also staged.  More 
than 250 adult and juvenile performers took part in 
a pictorial display of the rise, vicissitudes and final 
triumphs of the citrus industry.  Film beauty Marion 
Aye reigned over all as Queen Valencia.  Atten-
dance for 1923 again set a new record. 

 

The fourth annual show was tentatively scheduled 
for May 16 to 25, 1924 and was to have an Italian 
theme. Unfortunately on April 16, 1924, the direc-
tors were forced to cancel the 1924 show due to a 
serious worldwide epidemic of Hoof and Mouth dis-
ease. The outbreak had started in Great Britain 
where 103,776 animals with a value of 
$14,366,000 had to be destroyed.  

 

The disease spread to the San Francisco Bay area 
in March 1924 and by April had moved into Los 
Angeles County.  All parks in LA and Orange coun-
ties were closed, quarantine stations were set up 
along county lines and no fruits or vegetables were 
allowed to move into or out of affected counties. 
Before the disease had run its course by mid sum-
mer, 93,109 head of stock in California with a value 
of $3,732,406 had been destroyed. Los Angeles 
County was one of the hardest hit in the state. The 
quarantine in Los Angeles and Orange Counties 
was not lifted until August 1st. 

The fifth annual show, expanded now to 11 days, 
was held May 22 to June 1, 1925.  The decorative 
theme of the show was French Renaissance. The 
biggest change for 1925 was the construction of a 
permanent entrance to the show facing La Palma 
Avenue. It was an archway of Moorish design, eighty 
five feet tall, which illuminated the whole countryside 
with searchlights. The total value of the show, includ-
ing exhibits was over half a million dollars.  

 

Continued next month  with years 1926 through 
1931 of the California Valencia Orange Show. 

 
 

 

 
From Orange 
County Library 
Web site  
 

 

The Katie 

Wheeler 

Branch 

Library  

 
will be dedicated on Saturday, Feb. 23, 2008  at 10:30 

a.m., 13109 Old Myford Road, the northeast corner   

near the intersection of Jamboree and Irvine Blvd.   

The library, named after Katie Wheeler, granddaugh-

ter of James Irvine, is located at the site of the origi-

nal Irvine family ranch home, which was gutted by fire 

in 1965. Through the use of old photographs and archi-

tectural drawings, the house was restored with help 

from the Irvine Foundation (through the Orange 

County Community Foundation); the City of Irvine; the 

Orange County Public Library; the county’s Harbors, 

Beaches and Parks Department; and the Orange County 

Historical Commission. 

The park site currently includes the ranch’s headquar-

ters, a large barn and numerous residential buildings 

Many of you  will remember our Society had their 

June meeting, a tour and barbecue at the park site 

in the year 2000. 
 
 

Brea’s Exhibit for the 1925 show. Not all ex-

hibit’s followed the theme of the French Ren-

aissance  in their display.      Tom Pulley Postcard  

The library’s porte cochere shown under 

construction  



Page 5                                                                                     County Courier                                                                    February  2008 

 

  
 
 

President  

 949/643-0602 ........... .....Greg Rankin 

Vice president    

 714/838-5149 ......... ....Richard Vining 

Secretary  

      714 469-9463..            .Carolyn Schoff                                                 
 ochsschoff@aol.com  

Treasurer  /  Sales  

   949/559-5668 .........  ...John Sorenson 
   grncv8@peoplepc .com  

Activities  

 714/529-5160 .................Jane Norgren 

Preservation 

 714/558-1067..............  .....  Phil Chinn 

Corresponding/membership  

 714/533-3199 ...............  ..Judy Moore 

   jbmo38ore@netzero.net  

 

Editor  . . . . . . . . . . .     .John Bushman 
   714/993-7251 

   bushbaseball@earthlink.net  
                        

Historian. . .  . . . . . . . .  . .Ken Leavens  

    714 /526-4761 

    HistoryOC@aol.com 

     Curator  
        714/538-2642 . . . . . . . . .Harriet Friis 
       JJandHJFriis@aol.com 

 

Member at Large 

 714/530-1448..........   Don Dobmeier 

Member at Large 

  714/538-2642 ...............…. . .J.J. Friis 

  JJandHJFriis@aol.com 
 

Photograph Curator /Data Processor 

  714/525-4879.............. .Betsy Vigus 

       vvigus@pacbell.net 

2007-2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 BOOKS  FOR SALE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE________________________________ 

NAME ________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

CITY,STATE, ZIP_______________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS           MAIL TO: 
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 .     
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Bibliography of OC and Orange  
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OCHS CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETING 

 Feb. 7, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity   

 

FEBRUARY  14 MEETING 

AT Trinity Episcopal Church 

2400 N Canal St., Orange 

7:30 PM 

The Anaheim Union Water 

Company 

PowerPoint presentation 

By CARL NELSON 

 

   

  

MARCH  13  MEETING 

 Orange County Disasters of the Past 

By Vicki Osborn 

 

 Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $25.00 

 Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter $10.00 

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $70.00 

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $4.00 

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez $4.00 

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $3.00 

Orange Countiana II $12.00 

Orange Countiana III $12.00 

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover 

                                                    Hard cover 

$32.00 

$40.00 

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover $22.00 

Orange County Through Four Centuries by  

Dr. Leo J. Friis  

$16.00 

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange 

County 

$40.00 

Fruit Box : An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels  

by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last 

$35.00 
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