
 

Join us as we take a closer look at 
Orange County hazards and how to 
prepare. Also you will hear a brief 
update on how we responded to the 
Santiago fire.  What went well and 
lessons learned. 

Vicki began her career with the Sheriff’s 
Department over 14 years ago as a 
Radio Dispatcher.   After many years of 
shift work, Vicki looked for a career 
change, and was promoted in October 
2004 to Sr. Emergency Management 
Program Coordinator. Her 
responsibilities include training, disaster 
plan development and revision related 
to San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station, Dams, Care and Shelter and 
Facility Management to name a few.  In 

November, 2007 she was 
promoted to Assistant Emergency 
Manager and oversees project 
areas including, the Operational 
Area, Emergency Management 
Council, Hazard Mitigation and 
Planning for all Hazards, and 
technology. 

Vicki has received many 
accolades including an 
Achievement Award from the  

California Emergency Services 
Association for her Disaster 
Planning, OCSD Medal of Merit, 
and Member of the year from the 
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The 1993 Laguna Beach Fire 

Looking northwest from Alta Vista Hills Beach 

                                              Photo from Joe and Jorice Maag 

 

  The Recent Orange County Fires were a Reminder that tragedy can 

strike at any time 

Santiago Fire     October 24, 2007 
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Orange County Emergency Management Organization 
to name a few. 

For more information on  emergencies and 
preparedness in Orange County, be sure to join us at the 
OCHS General Meeting in Orange on March. 13, 2008 at 
7:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Emergency Management department of Orange 
County exists to coordinate control in the event of a 
major local disaster, such as an earthquake, terrorist 
attack, or accident at the San Onofre nuclear power 
plant. The operational area for such events is this hilltop 
facility, visible from many points in the eastern parts of 
the County, on top of  Loma Ridge. In addition to 
extensive communication capabilities, the EOC has 
stores of fuel, food and water, and can serve 140 
emergency authorities in self-contained mode for up to 
two weeks. It is also a county police 911 call center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radio Amateur Communication Emergency Service 

takes a Tour of Communications   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sixth annual show was held May 13 to 
23, 1926. The decorative theme of the show 
was Greek style. Decorations for the show 
told the ancient Grecian story of Helen of 
Troy. The opening night’s program told the 
story of the siege of Troy. A 20x40-foot Tro-
jan Horse was used by the attacking “Greeks” 
in storming the show. 

The seventh annual show was held May 19 to 
28, 1927. The decorative theme of the show 
was the “Enchanted Story Book”. Feature dis-
plays used fairy-book themes including Little 
Bo-Peep, Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears, Alice in Wonderland 

(Continued on page 3) 

1926 Greek theme. 

                             Tom Pulley Postcard Collection 

 

CALIFORNIA VALENCIA ORANGE SHOW 

continued 

BY Tom Pulley 
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and Mary had a Little Lamb. The three main 
show tents were increased in size to cover 
139,000 square feet. Three of the eight acres 
included in the show grounds were floored and 
under cover. A new feature for 1927 was an or-
ange packing contest. Two-person teams repre-
sented each of the fifteen competing packing-
houses. Miss Marjorie Richards and her team-
mate Miss Eva Christensen of Red Fox Or-
chards in Orange won the team competition with 
Richards winning the individual prize and with it 
the title of world’s champion packer. 

 

The eighth annual show featuring the theme of 
“Aladdin and His Magic Lamp”, was held May 
24 to June 3, 1928. Miss Ada Williams of Fuller-
ton was elected by 400 press representatives as 
“Queen Valencia” to reign as queen of the 
eleven-day show. The orange packing contest 
the previous year was so popular that it was de-
cided to make it an 
annual feature. The 
1928 contest con-
tained the champion 
packer of Texas plus 
an entrant from 
Mexico. The winner 
that year was Mrs. 
H.W. Pierce of the 
Anaheim Co-
Operative Citrus As-
sociation. 

 

The ninth annual 
show was held May 23 to June 2, 1929 and fea-
tured the theme of Daniel Defoe’s story of Rob-
inson Crusoe. The show was enlarged to cover 
fourteen acres, six acres larger than the 1928 
show giving the citrus growers and industrial 
concerns much needed additional outdoor dis-
play space. The main display tent was replaced 
with a huge canvas covered steel frame building 
measuring 670 feet in length, 130 feet in width 
and 52 feet high with 90,000 square feet of floor 
space. 134,918 square feet of canvas was 
needed to cover the structure which was billed 
as the world’s largest steel-framed canvas-
covered show building. The building was de-

signed to hold up to 35,000 spectators plus the 
displays.  

Misses Mona Rico and Dorothy Day were se-
lected to both serve as “Queen Valencia” for the 
show. The orange-packing contest was won that 
year by Jessie Wheldon representing the Ameri-
can Fruit Growers, Inc. 

 

The tenth annual show, planned around Wash-
ington Irving’s story of Rip Van Winkle as a mo-
tif, was held May 23 to June 1, 1930. The 1930 
show commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of 
the initial planting of Valencias in Orange 
County, which was located, only three miles 
from the orange show grounds. A bathing 
beauty contest and diving contests were among 
the features of the festival. The orange-packing 
contest was won by Caroline Schultz represent-
ing the Olive Heights Citrus Association. 

The 1931 Valencia Orange Show was 
merged with the Orange County Fair. 
Both organizations had been operat-
ing at a loss each year due to poor 
attendance and both were in debt. 
The orange show had an indebted-
ness of $35,535 and the county fair 
owed $65,000. It was felt that merging 
the two events together would hope-
fully allow both organizations to pay 
off their debts.  

 

The newly merged show was called the 
Orange County Valencia Show and 

Fair. It was held on the orange show grounds in 
La Palma Park in Anaheim since the orange 
show had three years remaining on its lease of 
the orange show property, two years of which 
the rent had been paid in advance. The com-
bined show and fair was moved to June and 
was held June 4 to 14, 1931. The site of the Va-
lencia Orange Show and Fair covered eighteen 
acres. The theme of the event was “The Golden 
Days of Montezuma” which was chosen to em-
phasize the friendly relations between Southern 
California and the Latin-American countries. 

                                                      continued page 4 

Santa Ana Exhibit 1931 
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The show suffered a serious setback on May 19, 
1931 when a strong Santa Ana wind destroyed 
the 670 foot-long steel-frame main display tent 
with a loss of $30,000. The tent was replaced in 
time for the show to open as scheduled. The fifth 
annual orange-packing contest was won by Edna 
Robinson of Fullerton representing the Fullerton 
Mutual Orange Association. Addition of the fair 
feature added interest to the orange show. A 
great tent was devoted to showing of farm pro-
duce other than oranges by 4-H clubs of Orange 
County, nursery exhibits, school exhibits and dis-
plays of articles made in the homes of the county. 
The model packinghouse, which had been an an-
nual feature since 1922, was in action using a dif-
ferent packing crew each day and packing 200 
boxes of Valencias daily. 

 

Unfortunately the combined show and fair was 
not a financial success. The orange show de-
pended on Los Angeles County for up to 90 per-
cent of it’s patrons and had trouble drawing 
enough people to make the show profitable. Total 
show attendance rarely reached 100,000 and the 
1931 show was no exception. In 1932 the Orange 
County fair entered into a contract with the Los 
Angeles County Fair to hold its fair in conjunction 
with the Pomona classic. The Anaheim Chamber 
of Commerce, sponsor of the California Valencia 
Orange Show was forced to turn their show as-
sets over to creditors thereby permanently ending 
the show.  

 

Brigandi Talks at Old Courthouse  

Luncheon  about  Geivet  Photos 
 

 Author Phil Brigandi is the guest speaker at the 

Old Courthouse Museum Society Luncheon at Noon, 

March 19 at the Museum’s Gallery, 211 W. Santa Ana 

Blvd., in Santa Ana.   

 Mr. Brigandi’s topic is about former Long Beach 

Press-Telegram, Writer-Photographer Bob Geivet’s 

Photo Collection Exhibit.  The collection is entitled, 

“Orange County in the 1940s and 1950s.” 

The luncheon meal costs $7.  You can make a reserva-

tion in advance by contacting John Sorenson, 14932 

Gainsford Cir., Irvine, CA 92604.  Checks are paid to 

the Old Courthouse Museum Society. 

 

Like People?  Good Talker? 

Apply as Volunteer Docent 
 

 The Old Courthouse Museum is looking for volun-

teer docents to lead tours at their site in Santa Ana.  

The tours are usually Monday through Friday from 10 

a.m.-12 p.m. and from 1-3 p.m.   For more informa-

tion call 714-973-6610 or e-mail Carolyn Baughman 

at oldcourthouse@ocparks.com. 

 

 

Save Villa Park School 

 

 Rallying efforts are being made by the Villa Park 

Historical Society to save Villa Park School. The his-

toric building was constructed in 1920 and added a 

small wing in 1924.  A fire destroyed the main build-

ing in 1926, but a larger version was rebuilt with an 

auditorium.  It was closed in the 1970s as an earth-

quake hazard.   

 The efforts to save it are in hopes of using it as a 

learning center.  The seismic retrofit is deemed to be 

minimal, according to the VP HS.  Donations are cur-

rently being accepted.  Contact:  VPESRC, 

17855 Santiago Blvd., Villa Park, CA 92861 or by e-

mail at vpesrc@aol.com.  Membership is $15 for 
an individual.   

1931 Orange Show and Fair  

“The Golden Days of Montezuma” 

Tom Pulley Postcard Collection 

mailto:oldcourthouse@ocparks.com
mailto:vpesrc@aol.com
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 949/643-0602 ........... .....Greg Rankin 

Vice president    

 714/838-5149 ......... ....Richard Vining 

Secretary  
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 ochsschoff@aol.com  

Treasurer  /  Sales  

   949/559-5668 .........  ...John Sorenson 
   grncv8@peoplepc .com  

Activities  

 714/529-5160 .................Jane Norgren 

Preservation 

 714/558-1067..............  .....  Phil Chinn 

Corresponding/membership  

 714/533-3199 ...............  ..Judy Moore 

   jbmo38ore@netzero.net  
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   714/993-7251 

   bushbaseball@earthlink.net  
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    714 /526-4761 

    HistoryOC@aol.com 

     Curator  
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       JJandHJFriis@aol.com 

 

Member at Large 

 714/530-1448..........   Don Dobmeier 

Member at Large 

  714/538-2642 ...............…. . .J.J. Friis 

  JJandHJFriis@aol.com 
 

Photograph Curator /Data Processor 

  714/525-4879.............. .Betsy Vigus 
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PHONE________________________________ 

NAME ________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

CITY,STATE, ZIP_______________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS           MAIL TO: 

JOHN SORENSON,            (949) 559-5668 

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA 92604 

 .     
Postcard History Series 4th Printing  

                        Orange County 

$21.50 

Orange County  Place Names A to Z 

         by Phil Brigandi  

$14.00 

All prices include sales tax 

 Merchandise  TOTAL 

 

Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, 

$1 each additional item. 

Bibliography of OC and Orange  

Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          

TOTAL DUE 

 

OCHS CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETING 

March 6, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity   

 

MARCH  13  MEETING 

At Trinity Episcopal Church 

2400 N Canal St., Orange 

7:30 PM 

Orange County  

Hazards and How to 

Prepare 

By Vicki Osborn 

 Orange County Emergency 

Management Program 

   

  

APRIL 10 MEETING 

 AUTHORS NIGHT # 2 

 

 Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $25.00 

 Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter $10.00 

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $70.00 

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $4.00 

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez $4.00 

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $3.00 

Orange Countiana II $12.00 

Orange Countiana III $12.00 

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover 

                                                    Hard cover 

$32.00 

$40.00 

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover $22.00 

Orange County Through Four Centuries by  

Dr. Leo J. Friis  

$16.00 

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange 

County 

$40.00 

Fruit Box : An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels  

by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last 

$35.00 
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            CHECK ONE BOX 
„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 

        One Year Membership 

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00 

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00 

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00 

SPONSOR $   60.00 

 PATRON $ 100.00 

 LIFE $ 300.00 

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00 

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00 

  

*NON-VOTING MEMBER 
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___________________                    ________________ 

ADDRESS_ _________                                                       
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AMT ENCLOSED $_________ 

Please make check payable to OCHS 




