
 

        At our General Meeting this month 

the OC Historical Society is pleased to present 

another “Authors’ Night.”   Please join us at the 

Trinity Episcopal Church at 2400 N. Canal St. in 

Orange.  We will showcase the writers and their 

wares at 7:30 p. m. on April 10.  The authors will talk 

about their book and during refreshments there will 

be time for autographs and sales. 

John Robinson keeps us moving.  Some of us have 
used his best-selling trail guides, "Trails of the 
Angeles" and "San Bernardino Mountain Trails.”  

Now he has a new guide for novices and seasoned 
hikers alike in our local mountains.  Mr. Robinson’s 

new book is "Gateways to Southern California, Indian 
Footpaths, Horse Trails, Wagon Roads, Railroads 

and Highways.”  This book chronicles the history of 

our mountain passes from Indian footpaths to 

railroads to highways.  It has been label a "must 
have" for any southern California history buff.  

 

Mary Garcia has a book out that celebrates the 
history of Logan, a Mexican barrio in Santa Ana, 
dating back to 1886.  Her book is a folksy look at 

families that moved into Orange County with hopes 

and dreams.  “Logan” started near the railroad tracks 
of Santa Ana many years ago.  Although it was not in 

the heart of Santa Ana, the proud residents had 
plenty of “heart.”  The area was home to Ms. Garcia 

for many years. It was a working community for 
Mexican families.  The book is entitled, “Santa Ana’s 

Logan Barrio: Its History, Stories and Families.”  The 

Santa Ana Historical Society recently published her 
book.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Arcadia Books: 

EARLY SANTA ANA 

Located at the heart of Orange County just 33 miles from 

LA and 12 miles from the Ocean, Santa Ana has been 

the civic and community center of the “OC.”  The city 

was founded by William Spurgeon, who bought about 75 

acres of Yorba’s former Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana 

to start a new community in 1867.  The book revisits the 

early years that left a rich history in architecture and 

culture for today’s 350,000 residents.  Santa Ana has 

two historic districts and 20 buildings on the National 

Register of Historic Places. Growing with the ranching 

and citrus industries along well known travel routes, the 

city has 400 significant historical sites on its own historic 

register. 

Author Bio: Marge Bitetti, who wrote Arcadia’s Norco, 

as well as Millennium: Twenty-First Century Orange 

County is a member of the California Historic Society 

and the Authors Guild, lived in Santa Ana for 12 years. 

Guy Ball, the author of Arcadia’s Santa Ana in Vintage 

Postcards, is an officer of the Santa Ana Historical 

Preservation Society and webmaster for the Conference 

of California Historical Societies. 

 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY 
Fountain Valley was named for its abundance of natural 

artesian wells and swamp-covered land.  Originally a 

part of the Rancho Las Bolsas land grant, the area was 

first called Gospel Swamp and later Talbert.  It was 

known for cattle grazing, agricultural, and game hunting, 

as well as for fiery tent-revival sermons by itinerant 

preachers.  As agrarian lands became subdivisions in 

the 1950s, farmers and ranchers saw the writing on the 

wall and in 1957 Fountain Valley incorporated.  It was 

Orange County’s 21st city and its first master-planned 

community.  Fountain Valley is a forward-looking city 

earning national and international recognition. 

Bio: Author Daniel Aaron Gibb, a member of the 

Historical Society of Fountain Valley, grew up in the 

city’s vast fields. His book contains many vintage  

photographs from the historical society’s archive, city 

and county files, civic groups, churches, libraries, 

national archives, and the personal collections of farming 

families.  

MISSIONS OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

Traveling from San Diego through Santa Barbara 

County, this unique compendium takes the reader 

through the Southern California Mission System as 

portrayed on vintage postcards. The book elaborates on 

their function along the coastal El Camino Real through 

 several centuries as not only isolated centers of 

civilization in the wilderness and altars of Catholic 

faith, but also as incursions of empire and politics 

while converting Native American people to 

Christianity. While the Missions San Gabriel and 

San Juan Capistrano receive ample coverage, 

the book covers the region’s nine major missions 

and the outlying chapels. 

Author Bio: In this retrospective, author James 

Osborne selected images from his large 

collection of mission postcards. An El Camino 

College teacher, he is the author of publications 

on his hometown of Lawndale, California, 

including that city’s entry in Arcadia Publishing’s 

Images of America series. 

LOS ANGELES’S CHESTER PLACE 

Hidden behind massive 120-year-old gates is 

Chester Place, the oldest gated community in 

Los Angeles.  Formed about 1900, the 

remarkably intact stately mansions of this historic 

neighborhood were once home to the movers 

and shakers of LA.  Amid century-old palm trees, 

the former mansion of oil-industry pioneer 

Edward Doheny sits as the centerpiece of the 

neighborhood at No. 8 Chester Place. The family 

dominated the neighborhood for the next 57 

years. Located in what is today called the West 

Adams District, Chester Place contains the USC 

and the campus of Mount St. Mary’s College. 

Author Bio: Author Don Sloper is a regent of 

Mount St. Mary’s College and a member of the 

board of directors of Las Angelitas del Pueblo, 

Los Angeles’ birthplace.  Sloper teaches history 

for Los Angeles Conservancy’s docent program, 

where he is an a Walking Tour docent, and with 

his wife, Mary, conducts tours of the 100 year old 

homes located on Chester Place. The tours start 

at 10 Chester Place, home from 1916 to 1928, of 

Edward Doheny's son, Ned Doheny, who 

founded Capistrano Beach. The tours conclude 

at 8 Chester Place, the mansion occupied by his 

father, Edward L. Doheny, and his wife, Estelle 

Betzhold Doheny, for 58 years. Edward and 

Estelle donated the land for Doheny State Beach 

to the State of California, as a memorial to their 

son, who was tragically murdered three months 

after he moved from 10 Chester Place to a new 

mansion in Beverly Hills.  
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 The Peace Pipe Pageant Play was written and di-
rected by Isaac Jenkinson Frazee, a noted Southern 
California writer, poet and artist. Frazee was born in 
Indiana in 1858. He moved, with his family, to South-
ern California in 1873.  Frazee moved his family to a 
160‑acre farm in primitive Moosa Canyon in north-
ern San Diego County, approximately 13 miles north 
of Escondido and two miles east of present‑day In-
terstate 15. 

 

Frazee wanted to create a replica of an ancient 
12th‑century Scottish castle that was the home of 
his ancestors. In 1893, with the help of a Scottish 
mason, he constructed a 30‑foot tall castle turret on 
a cliff on his property. The tower had three levels 
and walls three feet thick and was patterned after 
Dunnottar castle near Aberdeen in Scotland. One 
hundred fifteen years later the castle tower is still 
there, just off Old Castle Road, at 29360 Pamoosa 
Lane, in Valley Center, and is still being used as a 
private residence. From his father, Frazee inherited 
a keen interest in Indian lore. Once settled in Moosa 

Canyon he began to delve into everything that he 
could find pertaining to the Pamoosa Indians who 
had once populated the area and to their religious 
faith. The results were a series of 25 monographs 
written on various phases of Indian life and beliefs 
and a pageant drama which he called Kitshi Manido 
("The Great Spirit"). 

 

The Peace Pipe Pageant Play was first presented by 
Frazee on August 21, 1915 in a natural amphithea-
ter among the large oak trees near his home, “the 
castle,” in Moosa Canyon. The play featured a cast 
of 40 and was free to the public. Over 1,500 people 
witnessed the first performance of the play despite 
the fact that it was held in such an isolated spot. The 
play was performed again in 1916 and attracted an 
estimated 3,000 people. 

 

In 1920 Mr. and Mrs. Frazee visited Laguna Beach. 
While in Laguna, Isaac Frazee approached the La-
guna Beach Art Association, read his Pageant 
manuscript to them, and offered to stage his Peace 
Pipe Pageant for the purpose of raising money to 
build a permanent fire‑proof Art Gallery. The play 
was presented the following August for six nights, 
August 15-20, 1921 at 8 P.M.  Tickets were $1.00 
for adults and 50¢ for children. The pageant was 

“Dear Heart forgive them”  

Act II    Ab and Wahwona 

  

Peace Pipe Pageant Play  

BY Tom Pulley 

 

Frazee’s replica of an ancient 12th-century Scottish castle built in 1893. 



Page 4                                                                                     County Courier                                                                    April  2008 

 

 

held in a grove of eucalyptus trees in what was then 
known as Sleepy Hollow. The stage setting was at the 
upper end of this canyon, and the entrance was from 
Catalina Street up a dusty path, now known as Arroyo 
Chico. In the eucalyptus grove rough benches were 
built to accommodate up to 2,000 people.Isaac Fra-
zee wrote and directed the pageant and also played 
the part of Ab in Act 3. Miss Virginia Calhoun, noted 
Shakespearean actress, was the pageant producer 
and dramatic director. She also played the part of 
Wahwona. In 1905, Calhoun produced and directed 
the first dramatization of Helen Hunt Jackson's great 
love story "Ramona," performing the part of Ramona 
herself. 

 

Noted artist Miss Anna Hills handled publicity for the 
pageant and articles were placed in the Los Angeles 
Times and the Santa Ana Register.  Register manag-
ing editor Terry Stephenson was especially helpful 
running over 20 articles on the pageant and even writ-
ing one of the feature articles himself.  The Crown 
Stage Line agreed to place advertising banners in all 

their stages.Large posters were made and sent to 
most towns between Santa Barbara and San 
Diego. Sticker stamps were made for all Lagun-
ans to put on their letters leaving the post office.  

The population of Laguna Beach in 1921 was some-
where between 300 and 400.  Most of the men, 
women and children of the town had something to do 
with the pageant.  Some of the more notable included 
Brayton Norton, author and Laguna postmaster who 
played the parts of one of the skymen and one of the 
Ishiganabegogs (a serpent, one of the evil or malevo-
lent spirits).  Brayton's brother John Norton, a former 
technical director for Fox and Universal Film Studios 
designed the special lighting effects and directed the 
installation of the lighting system.  Elmer E. Jahraus, 
pioneer real estate man, played the part of the warrior 
Ab in Act 2.  Frank W. Cuprien, famous Laguna ma-
rine artist, played the leader of the warriors and also 
carved sixty wooden peace pipes and made, by hand, 
a rawhide drum that was used in the pageant.  Robert 
Messenger, a Laguna shoe cobbler and former mem-
ber of the John Philip Sousa band, directed the or-
chestra and composed the music for the pageant.  
Laguna pioneer Joseph Thurston was the pageant 
Secretary and Treasurer and Joseph Skidmore was 
the chief of the finance committee.  Both Thurston and 
Skidmore also backed the play financially.  

To be continued next month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article below is from the County Courier  in 1970 
when Jim Sleeper was the newsletter editor. He 
writes: 

April 26—27      

10 a.m.—4 p.m. 

Website www.floral-park.com 

Or call (714) 953-5659  
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PHONE________________________________ 

NAME ________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

CITY,STATE, ZIP_______________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS           MAIL TO: 

JOHN SORENSON,            (949) 559-5668 

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA 92604 

 .     
Postcard History Series 4th Printing  

                        Orange County 

$21.50 

Orange County  Place Names A to Z 

         by Phil Brigandi  

$14.00 

All prices include sales tax 

 Merchandise  TOTAL 

 

Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, 

$1 each additional item. 

Bibliography of OC and Orange  

Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          

TOTAL DUE 

 

OCHS CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETING 

April 3, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity   

 

APRIL 10 MEETING 

At Trinity Episcopal Church 

2400 N Canal St., Orange 

7:30 PM 

Authors’ Night 

Featuring 

Guy Ball, Mary Garcia, 

Daniel Gibb, James Os-

bourne, John W. Robinson 

and Don Sloper. 

   

  

MAY 8 MEETING 

 Architectural Preservation 

 

                      Deadline for the May Courier is April 17.   

Material can be e mailed to vvigus@pacbell.net 

 Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $25.00 

 Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter $10.00 

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $70.00 

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $4.00 

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez $4.00 

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $3.00 

Orange Countiana II $12.00 

Orange Countiana III $12.00 

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover 

                                                    Hard cover 

$32.00 

$40.00 

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover $22.00 

Orange County Through Four Centuries by  

Dr. Leo J. Friis  

$16.00 

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange 

County 

$40.00 

Fruit Box : An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels  

by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last 

$35.00 
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