
 

he next meeting of the Orange County 

Historical Society will offer a glimpse of the 

important, and always interesting, topic of 

preserving our history – and what better city for that 

subject than San Juan Capistrano?  Our monthly 

OCHS General Meeting will be held May 8, 2008, at 

7:30 p.m. at the usual place - Trinity Episcopal 

Church, 2400 N. Canal St. in Orange (right behind 

the Mall). 

 

Our speaker is Teri Delcamp, the Historical 

Preservation Manager for the Planning Department 

of the City of San Juan Capistrano.  The topic of her 

presentation is “Preserving the Past to Enhance the 

Future.”  Ms Delcamp is a former planning employee 

of the City of San Diego and has also worked the last 

13 years in preservation, including the nearby City of 

San Clemente.  She grew up in San Juan Capistrano 

and is now diligently assisting the City in its 
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Forster home ( grandson of John Forster),  Sheehan-Egan building.  Bottom row:  

Damion Rios house,  Garcia adobe, and Cañedo Ramos adobe.  WPA photos from OCHS 

archives, except great church, postcard image from Richard Vining. 
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protection efforts of historical 

structures.  She will provide a power 

point presentation depicting the 

many fine efforts of the oldest 

settlement in Orange County. 

 

Although the San Juan Capistrano 

Mission is an on-going project, Ms 

Delcamp’s job is to rehabilitate and 

preserve many of the city’s other 

historically significant sites and 

areas, including the Los Rios 

Historical District, which is on the 

National Registry.  Possibly because 

of the historic mission, the San Juan 

area has many building from the 

past that are still standing, if ever so 

delicately. 

 

Her presentation includes photos of farm 

houses that were built in the late 1800s to the 

1920s.  Also, the City is currently working on 

saving some adobes, one from around the 

1860s and the other from the 18th century 

(1790s).  Much of her presentation will depict 

the before and after photos of the City’s 

preservation efforts.  To properly restore and 

save the town’s structures, she is working 

closely with ecological, historical, and Native 

American groups to ensure the preservation 

is completed properly. 

 

So, please join us on May 8, at 7:30 p.m., 

when we will be entertained by Teri 

Delcamp’s presentation of “Preserving the 

Past to Enhance the Future.” She will 

enlighten us about the efforts of the historical 

town of San Juan Capistrano.  See you there! 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betsy Vigus is leaving the board to join the 
newly formed Curator Committee, Headed by 
curator, Harriet Friis. Also appointed to the 
committee is Billy  Willis. 

 

At the May meeting nominations from the 
floor will be in order for the four openings on 
the board. These members will serve a three 
year term until 2011. 

Balloting will be at the June meeting 

 

Lupe Combs House, built in 1878, was moved to San Juan 

Capistrano in 1882 to Verdugo Street. Photo from San 

juan Capistrano A Pictorial History by Pamela Hallan-

Gibson 

 

JUNE ELECTIONS  

FOR THE 2008-2009 BOARD 

 

Phil Chinn 

Jane Norgren 

Harriet Friis 

Chris Jepson 
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Peace Pipe  

Pageant Play  

 

Continued from  

April Courier 

 

BY Tom Pulley 

 

F.P. MacPherson, a Laguna designer and 

builder, was the pageants stage manager. His 

business partner, Roy Ropp, played one of the 

Ishiganabegogs.  Eleven years later, in 1932, 

Ropp, conceived the idea of a pageant and art 

festival. Artist and vaudevillian Lolita Perrine 

dressed local residents in costumes and seated 

them behind a makeshift frame creating the first 

"Living Pictures" show. In 1935 Ropp expanded 

Perrine's concept and developed the perform-

ance into its present-day format. Ropp named 

the new and improved event "The Spirit of the 

Masters", and continued to design and produce 

it until 1941. In 1936, for the last time, the pro-

duction was renamed the "Pageant of the Mas-

ters". Thus the Peace Pipe Pageant became a 

forerunner of the present day Festival of Art and 

Pageant of the Masters. 

 

All together there was a cast of ninety eight, all 

of which wore costumes hand made by Isaac 

Frazee using deer hide and native dyes. Frazee 

also made many pairs of sandals for the warri-

ors and dyed the wigs for at least one half of 

the cast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4                                                                                     County Courier                                                                    MAY 2008 

 

 

 

The highlight of the pageant 

was the Peace Smoke Dance 

performed by Laguna born 

Thelma Farman. She wore a 

smoke colored costume and 

the stage manager placed 

smoke pots around the outer 

edge of the stage. It was 

through a veil of smoke that 

she gave her interpretation of 

the dance, which held the au-

dience spellbound throughout 

the entire performance. 

 

The Peace Pipe Pageant Play 

was performed in Laguna again in August 

1927. Originally scheduled for August 12 th 

through August 31st, the play was forced to 

close between August 18th and 23rd when 

Chief Yowlache, who had the leading male 

part in the production, and several other per-

formers, came down with heavy colds. The 

1927 production was held in Laguna Canyon 

in a natural amphitheater on the Boys Club 

property at 1085 Laguna Canyon Road then 

known as Fairywood. Seating was provided 

for up to 3,000 people. 

 

The cast of the 1927 produc-

tion consisted of over 100 of 

Laguna's men, women and 

children There were also four 

professional native Americans 

in the play. Chief Yowlache, a 

noted tenor, had the leading 

men's part. Yowlache once 

sang at the White House and 

also appeared before the 

crowned heads of Europe 

many times. His wife, Princess 

Tsianina, a Metropolitan Opera 

House star, had the principal female role. Their 

daughter White Bird played the part of Mother 

Earth. There was also Arlitta, a concert singer of 

note. A trio of Yowlache, Princess Tsianina and Ar-

litta sang during the intermission of the play. 

 

Joseph Thurston was again Secretary and Treas-

urer. Thurston also loaned the pageant ground and 

financed the production. Mrs. Thurston was the 

Production Director and trainer of the Fairies and 

the Chorus. F.P. MacPherson was again in charge 

of scenic effects, curtain and stage manager. 

Robert Messenger again composed 

and directed the music. Roy Ropp, 

Brayton Norton and Nick Isch also 

again took part. 

 

Play author and director, Isaac Fra-

zee and his wife began spending 

winters in Laguna Beach in 1922. In 

1927 they moved permanently to 

Laguna. Isaac Frazee died there on 

June 23, 1942 at the age of 83. 

 

 
Isaac Frazee and his wife  
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PHONE________________________________ 

NAME ________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

CITY,STATE, ZIP_______________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS           MAIL TO: 

JOHN SORENSON,            (949) 559-5668 

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA 92604 

 .     
Postcard History Series 4th Printing  

                        Orange County 

$21.50 

Orange County  Place Names A to Z 

         by Phil Brigandi  

$14.00 

All prices include sales tax 

 Merchandise  TOTAL 

 

Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, 

$1 each additional item. 

Bibliography of OC and Orange  

Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          

TOTAL DUE 

 

OCHS CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETING 

May 1, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity   

 

MAY 8 MEETING 

At Trinity Episcopal Church 

2400 N Canal St., Orange 

7:30 PM 

“Preserving the Past to 

Enhance the Future”  

by Teri Delcamp 

   

  

JUNE 12  MEETING 

 To be announced at May 

Meeting.  

                      Deadline for the June Courier is May 13.   

Material can be e mailed to vvigus@pacbell.net 

 Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $25.00 

 Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter $10.00 

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $70.00 

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $4.00 

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez $4.00 

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $3.00 

Orange Countiana II $12.00 

Orange Countiana III $12.00 

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover 

                                                    Hard cover 

$32.00 

$40.00 

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover $22.00 

Orange County Through Four Centuries by  $16.00 

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange 

County 

$40.00 

Fruit Box : An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels  $35.00 
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            CHECK ONE BOX 
„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 

        One Year Membership 

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00 

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00 

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00 

SPONSOR $   60.00 

 PATRON $ 100.00 

 LIFE $ 300.00 

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00 

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00 

  

*NON-VOTING MEMBER 

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M   May. 2008 

NAME           _____                                                        __ 

___________________                    ________________ 

ADDRESS_ _________                                                       

_____________                                                     _____ 

CITY_________________             _________________ 

STATE, ZIP ____________________________ 

TELEPHONE__________________E Mail                                                     _ 

AMT ENCLOSED $_________ 

Please make check payable to OCHS 




