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“Angel Baseball: The History and the Hysterics”

he topic thrown to the audience at the

Orange County Historical Society’s June
meeting will be a curve so to speak - a look
back at Angel Baseball. Jay Johnstone, a
former Angel player, will provide an
interesting, and probably humorous, look at
the team’s history in Orange County. Our
next monthly General Meeting will be held
June 12, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. at the usual
OCHS location, at Trinity Episcopal Church,
2400 N. Canal St. in Orange (right behind
the Mall).

Our speaker is sure to be a hit as Mr.
Johnstone played baseball for 20 years in
the major leagues. Jay Johnstone played
for both the Dodgers (4 years) and the
Angels (5 years). He had the best years of
his career with the Phillies (5 years). Jay
played outfield for the Angels from 1966
(their first year in Anaheim) to 1970. Mr.
Johnstone makes his delivery colorful and
his presentations humorous. His funny
stories and anecdotes have been well
documented in his three published books:
the best seller, “Temporary Insanity,” “Over
the Edge,” and his more recent, “Some of
my Best Friends are Crazy.”

Mr. Johnstone was reared in West Covina
and went to Edgewood High School. He has
appeared in commercials, movies, and

JAY JOHNSTONE APPEARED IN FOUR LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES AND TWO WORLD SE-
RIES- WITH THE YANKEES IN 1978 AND THE
DODGERS IN ’81. DURING THE LATTER OCTO-
BER CLASSIC, JOHNSTONE CONNECTED FOR A
GAME-WINNING TWO-RUN PINCH HIT HOME RUN,
WHICH ENABLED THE DODGERS TO DEFEAT THE
YANKEES.

(Continued on page 2)
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television, as well as two syndicated TV sports
shows: “Baseball’s Funniest Pranks” and
“Super Sports Follies. His topic of the Angels
baseball team will enlighten OCHS members as
to the early days of the Angels when Gene
Autry brought the ball club from Los Angeles to
Anaheim in 1965.

The Angels were formed in 1961 and played in
the American League. They opened their first
year at the classic Wrigley Field at 42" Street
and Avalon in South Los Angeles. Their initial
season they won .435 percent of their games,
which is still the record for an expansion team.
From 1962 to 1965, the Angels played in
Chavez Ravine, sharing the confines of Dodger
Stadium with their landlords, the L.A. Dodgers.

The Angels moved to Anaheim in 1966 and
played their first game on April 9, 1966. It was
an exhibition game against the San Francisco
Giants and the Halos lost 9-3. Future Hall of
Famer Willie Mays hit the inaugural home run.
On April 19" the Angels opened the regular
season against the White Sox but also lost that
game, 3-1, before 31,660 fans. The Angel’s
rookie sensation Rick Reichardt hit the first real
home run in their new stadium for the Halos only
run. Fans fell in love with the Angels from the get
go and their attendance soared to 1.4 million —
three times what they drew in Dodger Stadium.
The love fest continues to this day.

So, let us ‘take you out to the ball game’ on
June 12, at 7:30 p.m., when we will be
delighted by Jay Johnstone’s presentation of
“The Wacky Past of Angel’s Baseball.” He will
entertain us with banter and lighten our evening
with the recollections of baseball when it was
still a game for fun and played by colorful
characters. So let’s Play Ball!

Gates open at 7 p.m. Front row seats available. No
ticket required. See you there!

From the Brea Historical Society

1

“Historical Happenings

Another Look at the “Big Game”
By Brian Saul

If there's one event in Brea's history
people seem to know about it's the time
when Babe Ruth and Walter Johnson played
ball here in 1924.

| mean, there've been all sorts of articles
written about it, a poster was made of shots
of the game, and heck, even | made a video
about it back in 1992.

So then, why am | writing about it again?
Well, I've been doing a lot of checking
around and came up with some new
information that fills in the story a little bit
more.

Actually, the story of that October 31st
game began six days earlier when Walter
Johnson, fresh from his World Series win
over the N.Y. Giants two weeks earlier and a
visit to President Coolidge at the White
House with his team, arrived in Los Angeles
with his wife Hazel with the idea of buying a
West Coast baseball team.

While there, he agreed to play three
exhibition games, the first of which on Oct.
26 was in LA against the Vernon Tigers.
Walter played on the White King Soap Co.
team, and 20,000 people showed up at old
Chutes Park to watch him pitch. Among them
was Brea Canyon Oil Co. founder Edward
Doheny, to whom Walter threw the game's
ceremonial first pitch.

When the game was over and after Walter
had signed lots of autographs, he and Doheny
had the chance to talk about the old days when
Walter and his family had lived in Olinda, right
on Santa Fe Ave. not far from the general store
The following day, Oct. 27, the Johnsons left
for San Francisco on business and pleasure,
and the day after that he played his second
exhibition game across the bay in Oakland in a
rain drenched, nearly empty stadium.
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October 31, 1924 at “ Brea Bowl”, the city’s baseball diamond located in the natural amphitheater on the east side of Brea Canyon

Creek ,southwest corner of Deodara Street (Lambert Rd) and N. Pomona Ave (Brea Blvd.)

Now it was time to head back south to
Orange County where Walter would play the
third and final game right here in Brea at the
Brea Bowl, a natural outdoor amphitheater.

First though, there were personal
appearances to make, and one of these was at a
dinner at the Anaheim Elks Club,

Joining him were twelve of his former
teammates from earlier years when he'd lived in
Olinda and played with the Olinda Oil Wells.

Right after the party, a big Halloween
parade was held through the streets of
downtown Anaheim.

Riding in the lead car as Grand Marshal was
Johnson, but stealing part of the spotlight was
none other than Babe Ruth, who was on a
barnstorming tour of the West Coast with other
players and would be facing Johnson the next
day in Brea.

Large posters all along the parade route, as
well as in Brea, Fullerton, La Habra and other
surrounding communities, advertised the big
game. Newspapers also ran huge ads and
headlines to build up the public's excitement.

October 31, Halloween, the day of the game,
and with the sun shining brightly overhead, Ruth,
Johnson and the rest of the players made their

Courtesy of Brea Historical Society

way to Pioneer Hall for a special luncheon put
on by the Brea Lions Club. No, it wasn't called
Pioneer Hall then. It was the Boy Scout House,
and the building was located right above the
playing field, behind the old Union Oil head-
quarters.

After the food and the speeches, it was
just a short walk for the players to an oil tool
company’s old tin building where they
changed into their uniforms. Outside, cars had
been arriving since early morning in order to
be sure to find a parking space and a good
seat.

Schools were closed, and local merchants all
over the area shut their doors at noon, or 1
o'clock, so they could attend the game.

In fact, when the game began, it was re-
ported that up to 15,000 excited spectators
had packed into the Brea Bowl. They'd paid
either $1.00 for general admission, $1.50 for
bleacher seats or $2.00 for reserved seats, all
the money going to charity.

This was a real community celebration for
Brea. Our Boy Scouts directed traffic, the
American Legion Post provided security, local
church women sold refreshments, and from
Fullerton, the high school band played be-
cause old Brea-Olinda High School hadn't
been built yet.




Page 4

County Courier

JUNE 2008

Shortly before 2:30, the players came down
the hill onto the field and lined up for a group
photo. Then it was the turn of the sponsoring
Anaheim Elks Club members to stand with their
local hero, Walter Johnson. Lastly, Babe Ruth
posed for the press with some local boys who
probably never forgot that moment. About 2:45
the game began with Johnson on the pitching
mound.

Sadly though, he didn't do too well. After a
tough pennant race, three games in seven days
in the World Series and non-stop exhibition
games, his pitching arm just wasn't up to it.

In his five innings on the mound, he gave
up eight runs on eight hits, four of them homers,
two by Ruth, which delighted the crowd, and
one by well-known Detroit Tiger's player Sam
Crawford.

There's a story about the game that one of
the hits made by Ruth, a foul ball, bounced off a
car and hit a boy in the head. When he started
crying, Ruth walked over to him, handed him a
silver dollar and said, "Don't cry kid, here".

Oddly, it was Ruth who turned out to be the
real pitching star of the game. Even though he
hadn't pitched for three years, he ended up car-
rying a shut-out into the 9th inning.

The final score was twelve to one with
Ruth's team the winner. It had been a tough
game, especially for Johnson, and chances are
he was disappointed with both his performance
and the outcome.

The crowd though wasn't disappointed because
they'd seen two of their big heroes in action,
and they'd even been lucky enough to see Ruth
hit the homers.

One of the balls used in the game is
now kept at the Craig Park Ranger's office.
What's really special about this ball is that it
was signed by several of the players that
day, Babe Ruth, Walter Johnson, Bob Mue-
sel and others. This is the famous ball, but
there was another autographed ball that
hardly anyone knows about.

Babe Ruth had two batboys on the day of the
game. One was young Jack Salveson, who years
later would become a pitcher for the Hollywood
Stars. The other was his friend, 12 year old Frog
Winchel who was given the ball by Ruth.

Frog cherished that ball for years, always
keeping it in a safe place. One day, years after the
game, his young son, while they were living in a
house on Walnut St. by City Hall Park, found the
ball, took it outside and played with it in the street.
When he brought it back in the house, the signa-
tures were gone, scraped off by the asphalt.

| talked to Frog's son not long ago, and he
said his dad wasn't too happy with him at the time.

Well, back to the story of the game, or actually
after it, because the following day Walter and Ha-
zel went to Olinda to visit with several of their old
friends.

The day after that they did some sightseeing
around Los Angeles, ending up at a movie studio
where silent screen actor Douglas Fairbanks, Sr.
gave them and Babe Ruth a tour of the set of his
latest movie, "The Thief of Baghdad".

It had been a busy couple months for both
Walter and Babe, culminating in their face -off right
here in Brea.

It was a great game, but little did anyone know
at the time how long people would be talking
about it, including me.

“Ball Game” will be the first
song featured on a postage
stamp. It will be on sale this
June, 2008. “Take Me Out to
the Ball Game” by Albert Von
Tilzer and Jack Norworth
was registered for copyright
in May 1908. No seventh in-
ning stretch would seem right
without it

L SENSATIONAL BASE BALL saind
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“The Wacky Past of

Angel’s Baseball.”
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BOOKS FOR SALE

Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

$25.00

Canada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter

$10.00

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County

$70.00

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow

$4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez

$4.00

The Portola Expedition 1789

$3.00

Orange Countiana Il

$12.00

Orange Countiana llI

$12.00

Orange Countiana 1V Architecture: soft cover

Hard cover

$32.00
$40.00

Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover

$22.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries by
Dr. Leo J. Friis

$16.00

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange
County

$40.00

Fruit Box : An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last

$35.00

Postcard History Series 4th Printing
Orange County

$21.50

Orange County Place Names A to Z
by Phil Brigandi

$14.00

All prices include sales tax
Merchandise TOTAL

Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item,
$1 each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.
TOTAL DUE
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