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Flying in Orange County

Pioneer Female Pilot Flew from the 30s to 21! Century

J[ris Cummings (now Critchell)
was a woman who took to
flying airplanes like a fisherman
takes to water. She will be the
guest speaker at our first Fall
meeting, which is traditionally
conducted at the Sherman
Library and Gardens in Corona
del Mar (right past MacArthur on
PCH). The event will be held
Thursday, September 11 at 7:30
p.m. At 6:30 p.m. the gardens
will be open for viewing and a

to trainers, she flew the P-47
Thunderbolt, P-40 War
Hawk, P-39 Air Cobra, P-51
Mustang, C-47 Transport,
B-25 Mitchell, A-20 Havoc,
P-38 Lightning, and the
mesmerizing P-61 Black
Widow. As a co-pilot, she
also trained in the B- 17
bomber and the Lockheed
Hudson. Her two favorites
are the P-38 and the P-61, of
which only one still exists.

dessert potluck’ see detalls page IRIS CRITCHELL PRESENTED WITH
2 WRIGHT BROTHERS MASTER PILOT

) AWARD IN NOVEMBER OF 2006 After the War, she went back
Women pilots are not that unusual to tegc?hing a'e'ronautics and
now, but she started flying in 1939 providing training to students

while still hitting the books as a sophomore at
USC! After training and getting her pilot's license,
she began flying Piper Cubs and Waco bi-planes
at the old Mines Field (now the site of LAX). When
World War Il broke out, she was soon teaching
pilots to fly and in 1942 she went to Houston for
some Army Air Corps training and was assigned to |
the WAFS (Woman's Auxiliary Ferrying Squadron,
later known as the WASPs ) in Long Beach as part
of the civilian ferry system for the Army Air Corps
Air Transport Command.

LOCKHEED LIGHTNING’S P-38 TWIN ENGINE ALL
METAL INTERCEPTOR FIGHTERS, FASTEST AIRPLANES
IN THE WORLD. (description from 1945 postcard)

Iris had the pleasure of flying almost every

conceivable aircraft built during WW II. In addition

From Richard Vining Collection

(Continued on page 2)
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P-61 BLACK WIDOW NIGHT

FIGHTER. LARGEST AND MOST POWER-

FUL PURSUIT PLANE BUILT. HEAVILY
ARMED, PACKS TERRIFIC FIRE POWER.
BiIG, VENOMOUS, SECRETLY EQUIPPED,
SPEED TO SPARE, IT CAN THROTTLE DOWN
ALMOST HOVER IN THE DARK. CREW OF
THREE FIGHTING SPECIALISTS. NORTHROP
AIRCRAFT, INC. HAWTHORNE, CAL.

(TEXT FROM 1945 POSTCARD)

VINING POSTCARD COLLECTION

at USC's College of

Aeronautics in Santa Maria. To keep her hand
on the thrill of soaring into the blue sky and
white clouds, Iris competed in the
Transcontinental Powder Puff Derby 15 times
beginning in 1950 - winning twice and placing in
the top ten seven times. The 1952 and 1953 air
matches were held in Orange County at Eddie
Martin Field in Santa Ana. She is a member of
the "99," a pioneer woman's flying organization
formed in 1929 and called that by Amelia :
Earhart because there were 99 original members.

After the War, and at the urging of her friend Isabel
Bates, Ms. Critchell and her husband (Howard)
established the Bates Foundation Aeronautics
Program at Harvey Mudd College. Their goal was to
provide air training to assist junior and senior high
school, as well as college students, by including
aviation as part of a well rounded education. At
Harvey Mudd College she taught from 1962 to 1990,
now has Emeritus status, and still lectures and assists
when needed. Two astronauts have gone through the
program.

In 2000, Iris was inducted into the National
Association of Flight Instructors Hall of Fame. She
was awarded the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award

DESSERT POTLUCK

Come at 6:30 p.m. to view of the gardens and

enjoy a dessert potluck Bring a dessert for 6,
ready to serve. Punch will be provided

NORTH AMERICA s P-51 MUSTANG FIGHTER

VINING POSTCARD COLLECTION

by the FAA in 2006. She was inducted into the
International Pioneer Woman Pilots' Hall of
Fame last year and honored as an Eagle at the
U.S. Air Force Air University Gathering of
Eagles this year.

And, in keeping with the spirit of the recent
Olympic Games in Beijing, China, she had an
interesting childhood too. Iris was the U.S.
swimming champion in the 200-meter
Breaststroke from 1936 to 1939 and
participated in the 1936 Olympics in Berlin.

If these teasers make you want to fly into the
wild blue yonder, then please mark your
calendars for September 11 so you may join
us. On that Thursday we will learn more about
Iris Critchell and her amazing flying experience
in and around Orange County.
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“ORANGES
FROM TREE TO YOU”

-We Specializé In

- GIFT BOXES

ORANGES -
AVOCADOS
.GRAPEFRUIT -
. Picked - Packed - Shlpped
Same Day” -
Orange Blossoms lncluded

J. ‘A. Prescott Ranch

SANTA ANA 5340-W
© VISIT OUR RANCH MARKET.-
101 Highway Tustin: -
‘Our Ranch is Located ot Newport Road
end 17th St. —2 Miles No. of. Tustin
: Mailing Address —
Route I, Box 293 -.SANTA ANA

Orange County’s Smallest
Citrus Packinghouse

By Tom Pulley

T he county’s smallest citrus packing plant was
built and operated by Mrs. Mabel Prescott. The
plant was housed in a 20 by 40-foot building located
on her 30-acre orange grove on Newport Road just
north of 17" Street in the Lemon Heights district of
Santa Ana. The packinghouse had a capacity of 75
boxes per hour and was managed by Mrs. Prescott
and her ranch foreman, Lester Allen, and their aide
William Reimers. Operations were started on August
15, 1939.

The miniature packinghouse contained a washer,
dryer, sizer and grader. The machinery in the plant
was purchased for $1500 from a Monrovia man who

MRs. MABEL PRESCOTT PACKS ORANGES BEHIND
HER HOUSE ON NEWPORT BOULEVARD, NORTH OF

17TH STREET. TUSTIN AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

had a plant until illness forced him to retire. The
machinery was modernized, improved and outfitted
in a building slightly larger than a double garage
and was located behind Mrs. Prescott’s home at
11871 Newport Road.

Starting in 1932 Mrs. Prescott began selling the
oranges from her grove on weekends and in bulk to
markets in Long Beach. She also operated a
roadside stand outside her home on Newport Road
where she sold oranges and other produce grown on
the ranch. Once her packinghouse started operation,
in addition to her own fruit, she custom packed for
other growers with small acreages such as Harry
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Holmes who operated the |
Mobil station on El

Camino Real in Tustin. -

— PRESCOTT RANCH M\Nk . -
Gy ORONGES”,
YOU

T ) - s

On July 4, 1941 Mrs.
Prescott, assisted by her

son, John A. Prescott,
opened the J.A. Prescott
Ranch Market at 505 D
Street (now El Camino
Real) in Tustin where the
Armstrong Garden Center
is now located. The -
Prescott’s packed and sold »'?;:ew-:: B
gift boxes of Valencias,
Navels, Grapefruit,

il

PRESCOTT RANCH MARKET, CIRCA 1946, WHICH WAS LOCATED ON OLD HIGHWAY
101, Now EL CAMINO REAL ON THE EASTSIDE OF THE ROAD, BETWEEN MAIN
STREET AND 6TH STREET.

Avocados and Limes using
the “Tree To You” brand
which were then sent via
the Pacific Electric Red
Cars to Los Angeles for

THE TUSTIN NEws

shipment to the eastern markets. . .
purchased from the Irvine Ranch, limes from the Marcy

The Ranch Market became a rest stop for the Ranch, avocados from Dale Crawford and B.H.

Greyhound bus. One of the most popular features of Sharpless and jams and jellies from the Utt Juice

the market with tourists and locals alike was ““all the Company. By the time the market and packinghouse

orange juice you could drink for a dime.” The closed in 1956, the family had enlarged the market four

Prescott’s raised a lot of their own produce such as times, added restrooms and sliding glass doors left over

oranges, corn and tomatoes. Their lemons were

when Edwin Cox remodeled his Tustin Food Center on
the corner of Main Street and El Camino Real.

TREE T o Y u The Prescott Ranch Market attracted customers from
; up and down the coast, as it became famous as a tourist

BRAND

stop and source of fresh produce. When Mabel Prescott
died on March 23, 1950, her son John took over the
J. A. PRESCOTT RANCH M . - operation. When the portion of the Santa Ana freeway,
R NONEE a0 o i g south of 1% Street in Santa Ana, opened on October 27,
‘ 3 1955 bypassing downtown Tustin, the market lost most
of its tourist trade and the Prescott’s closed it in 1956.
After 1956 the building served as a donut shop, a real
estate office and headquarters for various political
campaigns until the Prescott’s tore it down in the late

1970s.
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2008-2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OCHS CALENDAR

President Editor ........... .John Bushman + BOARD MEETING

949/643-0602 ........... ..... Greg Rankin 714/993-7251 e Sept. 4, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity
Vice president bushbaseball@earthlink.net

714/838-5149 ......... .... Richard Vining Historian. .. ........ .. Ken Leavens September 11 MEETING
Secretary 714 /526-4761 e Sherman Library and Gardens

714 469-9463..
ochsschoff@aol.com

Treasurer |/ Sales

.Carolyn Schoff

HistoryOC@aol.com

Curator
714/538-2642 . ... ... .. Harriet Friis
JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Corona del Mar
6:30 p.m. Gardens and
dessert potluck

949/559-5668 ......... ... John Sorenson
grncv8@peoplepc.com Member at Large . 7:30 p-m. Program
Activities 714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier Pioneer Female Pilot
714/529-5160 ................. Jane Norgren Member at Large . .
Preservation 714/538-2642 ................. . .J.J. Friis . Iris Critchell
714/558-1067.............. ..... Phil Chinn JJandHJFriis@aol.com
Corresponding/membership Publications
714/533-3199 ......coueee. . Judy Moore 714/834-2434.. . ... .. Chris Jepsen

jbmo38ore@netzero.com cjepsen@socal.rr.com

Deadline for the October Courier is September 13.
Material may be e mailed to vvigus@pacbell.net

FOR BOOKS GO TO www.orangecountyhistory.org

October 9 MEETING

History of Fairhaven/Santa Ana

Cemetery by Lou Carlson -in-
cluding the Civil War/Confederate
connection.

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Chris Jepsen, a local historian and the Assistant
Archivist at the Orange County Archives since 2003,
has joined the OCHS Board of Directors.

A life-long Huntington Beach resident, Chris be-
came interested in local history during high school and
later became a photographer for the Huntington Beach
City Historian. He also worked as a docent at the Cen-
tennial Heritage Museum.

After graduating from Cal State Fullerton, he en-
joyed doing public relations and marketing work for such
clients as Disney and the Anaheim/Orange County Visi-
tors & Convention Bureau.

Over the years, Chris has been involved in various
historical endeavors, such as organizing architectural
tours, lecturing, publishing articles, and helping the City
of Anaheim document its endangered Googie style ar-
chitecture buildings. He created the first website about
Googie architecture and the only blog dedicated to Or-
ange County history (http://ochistorical.blogspot.com).

As Assistant Archivist, Chris collects and preserves
historically significant materials and helps people dis-
cover the history of their families, homes and communi-
ties.

The Smithsonian Magazine Museum
Day, Saturday, September 27th

The Dr. Howe-Waffle House and Medical
Museum (Santa Ana), Tustin Area Museum,
Old Courthouse Museum (Santa Ana), Hunt-
ington Beach International Surfing Museum,
Fullerton Museum Center, and Centennial
Heritage Museum (Santa Ana) will be open
and participating in the Smithsonian Maga-
zine Museum Day on Saturday, September
27th.

Through a cooperative arrangement with
the magazine, the public can download a
free 2-person pass from their website at
http://microsite.smithsonianmag.com/
museumday/ for free admission for the
day. Inthe case of a few of the museums,
that are not normally open on that day, but
will be. (For instance, the Old Courthouse is
rarely open on a Saturday, so this is a great
opportunity.) For more information, visit the
Smithsonian website.

The Dr. Howe-Waffle House will be de-
buting their new "Evalene Pulati Santa Ana
Room" with several displays of old Santa
Ana history and memorabilia.



http://microsite.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/
http://microsite.smithsonianmag.com/museumday/

6;\*“ C%,; Orange County Historical Society
b A%%» P.O. Box 10984
%, m 5/ SantaAna, CA 92711

FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US Postage PAID

Permit No. 818

Fullerton, CA

MAIL TO : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.

CHECK ONE BOX
» NEW MEMBER ,, RENEWAL

Still only $20 and no tax.

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Sept. 2008

NAME

One Year Membership
STUDENT* (WITH ID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00 ADDRESS
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00 CITY
LIFE$ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00 STATE, ZIP
CORPORATE* $ 200.00 TELEPHONE E Mail

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

AMT ENCLOSED $
Please make check payable to OCHS






