
 

  

I f you only think of 
cemeteries around 

Halloween, you may be 
overlooking their historic 
importance.  Orange County 
has many historical cemeteries 
and that is the topic of the 
October 9th OCHS General 
Meeting.  We will gather at 7:30 
p.m. at the usual place – in the 
hall of the Trinity Episcopal 
Church on 2400 N. Canal 
Street in Orange. 

 

The meeting won‟t be 
unnerving, but rather 
entertaining as Lou Carlson, 
from Fairhaven Cemetery in 
Santa Ana, will offer some 
interesting historical facts and 
trivia about Orange County 
cemeteries.  Mr. Carlson 
certainly knows cemeteries as he is an owner and 
family service counselor at Fairhaven, where he has 
worked for 17 years. 

 

Many of us know historical facts about the San Juan 
Capistrano Mission Cemetery as well as the Yorba 
Cemetery.  However, the Fairhaven Cemetery is also 
quite historical particularly if you are a Civil War buff 
(more on that later). 

 

Fairhaven itself has a long history.  It bought 78-
acres of land from the Santa Ana Cemetery District in 
1911 and opened its own business in 1912.  The 
Santa Ana Cemetery was formed in 1870, but moved 

from the expanding downtown area in 1875 to the 
site in the then-outskirts of town where it and 
Fairhaven are still located to this day. 

 

The Fairhaven Cemetery is the resting place for 
many athletes and celebrity-type people, such as 
Pam Morrison, wife of singer Jim Morrison of the 
Doors.  There are also some of the more familiar 
names of pioneer families in the county.  For 
instances, the Santa Ana families of the Raitts and 
the Palmers are buried in the cemetery as are 
members of the Irvine and Segerstrom families.  
Other pioneers such as aviators Eddie Martin and 
„Wrong Way‟ Corrigan are also interred there. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Fairhaven Cemetery Memorial Day Ceremony. Memorial Day was 

originally known as Decoration Day set aside to honor the na-

tion’s Civil War dead by decorating their graves. 

From OCHS Photo Archives  

 

Cemeteries not just Gravesites —They include Historical Aspects  
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The Civil War aspect is noteworthy.  After the war, many 
Union and Confederate soldiers came west to find work and 
live.  Some raised families in or near Santa Ana.  After the 
veterans passed on, the relatives wanted to honor their 
service with a special tribute.  An entrance monument was 
built for the Union soldiers and recently a Confederate 
monument was also erected.  The descendants still gather 
each Memorial Day at the Fairhaven and Santa Ana 
cemeteries. 

 

If this sounds interesting, 
please mark your calendars 
and join us on Thursday, 
October 9

th
 at the General 

Meeting.  That night we will 
learn even more historic 
facts from Mr. Carlson about 
some of Orange County‟s 
cemeteries. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Historic Water Site 

To be Honored Oct. 9
th

   

        

  An early Anaheim Union Water Company 
reservoir at Tri-City Park has been approved 
as a Local Historic Civil Engineering Landmark 
by the Los Angeles Section of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. A permanent 
plaque will honor the former Tuffree 
Reservoir, now a lake in Tri-City Park in 
Placentia. The Orange County Branch of the 
ASCE  and the Placentia Historic Committee 
will host a dedication at 3 p.m.  in the park, 
Kraemer Blvd. and Golden Ave. in Placentia, 

Thursday, October 9. 

Formed in 1859, the Anaheim Water Company 
(AWC) was the first duly organized irrigation 
company in the State.  It provided water from 
the Santa Ana River to the Los Angeles 
Vineyard Society (the Anaheim Colony 

founded in 1857) land.  

The first ditches ran along the foothills from 
Santa Ana Canyon to a new reservoir 
(Tuffree) in the 1870s. Later, the Anaheim 
Union Water Company formed to consolidate 
the AWC and others to improve the original 
canal system.  The new system served what 
eventually became the cities of Anaheim, 

Fullerton, Placentia and Yorba Linda.  

 

Members of all historical organizations are 

invited to attend the dedication ceremony. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Right is the monument es-

tablished in 1915 To the 

Unknown Dead of the Civil 

War by Daughters of Vet-

erans. It stands at the 

entrance to the Santa Ana 

Cemetery. 

 

Grave site markers in the 

Fairhaven and Santa Ana 

Cemeteries come in all sizes 

and shapes. Left is the Zer-

man family marker, included 

is Emanuel Zerman, 1845-

1910.  New York Volun-

teers, GAR . 

  

 

Right is Corporal Daniel 

W. Rowe  -1912 Company 

D, 17th Infantry, GAR . 
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The factory was located at the north end of 
Main Street (now Reagan Street), two blocks 
east of Los Alamitos Boulevard between Katella 
Avenue and Cerritos Avenue.  The main factory 
building was 93 x 261 feet.  The warehouse for 
sugar was 50 x 200 feet.  The total length of all 
the buildings for the sugar factory was 2,144 
feet.  Construction of the factory required 200 
carloads of gravel, 200 barrels of cement, 75 
carloads of lumber and 750,000 bricks.  
Construction of the factory, known as the Los 
Alamitos Sugar Company, started in August 
1896.  It opened on July 19, 1897.  

During the first season 30,025 tons of beets 
were harvested from 2,887 acres from which 
8,700,000 pounds of sugar were produced.  By 
1912, acreage had increased to 10,882 tons of 
beets producing 18,232,600 pounds of sugar.  
On November 3,1921, a fire destroyed the main 
sugar warehouse containing 17.5 million 
pounds of sugar, which equaled a loss of 
$987,500 in sales product.  Fortunately the loss 
was covered by insurance.  

 

An area-wide nematode infestation of sugar 
beet land, which started in the early 1920s, 
drastically reduced beet yields making sugar 
beets suddenly unprofitable.  This caused the 
closing of the Los Alamitos factory following the 
1925 season.  All of the remaining beet 
production in the Los Alamitos area was then 
sent to the Holly sugar factory in Santa Ana for 
processing.  Sugar beet acreage continued to 

 

 
First in a Special 
Series 
 
 
 

OC‟s Forgotten 
Industry 

By Tom Pulley 

 

“ORANGE COUNTY 
IS THE SUGAR 
BOWL OF THE U.S.,” so announced a headline of 
the Huntington Beach News on November 27, 
1914.  In 1912 Orange County had 50,963 acres 
growing sugar beets that produced over 400,000 
tons of beets which, in turn, yielded 100,138,700 
pounds of refined sugar.  Between 1912 and 1920 
Orange County had five major beet sugar factories 
operating.  Both the beet acreage and number of 
operating factories were the most of any county in 
the U.S. 

 

In the 1890‟s a good many sugar beets were 
grown in Orange County for the Chino Valley Beet 
Sugar Company factory which was built in 1891.  
In 1892 directors of the Chino factory owned by 
Henry Oxnard promised to establish the first 
Orange County sugar factory in Anaheim but 
never followed through on their plan.  It would be 
another 18 years before Anaheim backers would 
secure a sugar factory for their city. 

 

Los Alamitos Sugar Company 

 

The first beet sugar factory in Orange County was 
built in Los Alamitos in 1896-97.  William A. Clark, 
a copper magnate from Montana and later a U.S. 
senator, and his brother J. Ross Clark purchased 
8,139 acres of Rancho Cerritos land from the 
Bixby Land Co.  They also leased an additional 20
-square miles of land, extending from Bellflower to 
Seal Beach and from Signal Hill to Stanton, in 
order to grow sugar beets to support the factory.   

View looking north on Main Street.  

All photo images from Tom Pulley postcard collection 
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decline until the 1930s 
when growers learned to 
control the nematodes by 
growing a nematode 
resistant crop such as 
barley every fourth year 
which effectively starved 
the nematodes.  The 
property sat vacant from 
1926 to 1932.  On July 1, 
1932 the factory was 
leased for a ten year 
period by Dr. W.J. Ross, 
the owner of the Dr. Ross 
Dog and Cat Food 
Company.  Glenn Ross, 
nephew of the owner, 
managed the operation.  Dr. Ross removed the 
business from the factory after his lease expired 
in 1942.   

 

The plant went through a number of uses and 
owners after that.  It was leased to the 
McDonnell Douglas Aircraft Company, which 
used it for storage, during World War II.  In May 
1946, the Los Alamitos Sugar Company sold 
the property to John Landis, 
representing a combine of 
manufacturing concerns.  The 
main factory was used by a 
prefabricated house manufacturing 
concern.  There was also a bicycle 
parts manufacturing company that 
used one of the other buildings on 
the 18-acre property.  Curtis Wright 
is also reported to have used the 
sugar factory to pursue his dream 

of building a flying-car.  He built one prototype, 
which didn‟t exactly fly.  Throughout the 1950s 
other tenants came and went.  Then in 
December 1959, the County of Orange 
condemned the factory.  Finally, in 1960 it was 
demolished. 

 

Coming next month: The Southern California 
Sugar Company in Santa Ana. 

Post of a 1909 advertisement   in the California Cultivator, a 

weekly agricultural newspaper, published in San Francisco and 

Los Angeles..                                                           From OCHS Archives 

Los Alamitos Sugar Company to-

tal length of buildings measure 

2,144 feet. 

        From Pulley Postcard Collection 

LOS ALAMITOS SUGAR COMPANY 
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OCHS CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETING 

Oct. 2, 2008, 7:00 pm at Trinity   

 

October 9  MEETING 

Trinity Episcopal Church  

       In the city of Orange 

7:30  p.m. PROGRAM 

 Cemeteries not just        

Gravesites  

by Lou Carlson 
 

November 13 MEETING 

Rancho Santa Margarita y Las Flores  

and Las Flores, a mission asistencia. 

December 11 Meeting 

Authors‟ Night Deadline for the November Courier  submittal is the Oct. 17.   

Material may be e mailed to bushbaseball@ sbcglobal.net or 

vvigus@pacbell.net 

PHONE________________________________ 

NAME ________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________ 

CITY,STATE, ZIP_______________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS           MAIL TO: 

JOHN SORENSON,            (949) 559-5668 

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA 92604 

BOOKS  FOR SALE 

 Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $25.00 

 Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter $10.00 

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $70.00 

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $4.00 

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez $4.00 

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $3.00 

Orange Countiana II $12.00 

Orange Countiana III $12.00 

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover 

                                                    Hard cover 

$32.00 

$40.00 

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover $22.00 

Orange County Through Four Centuries by  

Dr. Leo J. Friis  

$16.00 

The Orange Blossom 50 Years of Growth in Orange 

County 

$40.00 

Fruit Box : An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels  

by Gordon McClelland & Jay Last 

$35.00 

Postcard History Series 4th Printing  

                        Orange County 

$21.50 

Orange County  Place Names A to Z 

         by Phil Brigandi  

$14.00 

All prices include sales tax 

 Merchandise  TOTAL 

 

Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, 

$1 each additional item. 

Bibliography of OC and Orange  

Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          

TOTAL DUE 
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Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.   

Still only $20   
  
 

            CHECK ONE BOX 

„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 

        One Year Membership 

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00 

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00 

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00 

SPONSOR $   60.00 

 PATRON $ 100.00 

 LIFE $ 300.00 

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00 

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00 

  

*NON-VOTING MEMBER 

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M   Oct. 2008 

NAME           _____                                                        __ 

___________________                    ________________ 

ADDRESS_ _________                                                       

_____________                                                     _____ 

CITY_________________             _________________ 

STATE, ZIP ____________________________ 

TELEPHONE__________________E Mail                                                     _ 

AMT ENCLOSED $_________ 

Please make check payable to OCHS 




