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The Authors of History are
Back for a Chat

If you like Orange County history;
your Christmas present is coming
early. The OCHS December Gener-
al Meeting features another oppor-
tunity to hear from authors about
their books on Orange County. This
reoccurring meeting is always en-
tertaining as five authors will talk
about historical sites and events.
The meeting will again be held at
the Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400
N. Canal St. in Orange at 7:30 p.m.

First, in alphabetical order, is au-
thor and historian Phil Brigandi.
The former head of the County of
Orange Archives, Brigandi, a na-
tive of the City of Orange, has a
new book called Orange, an Ar-
cadia pictorial history book on Or-
ange County’s third oldest city.

Orange chronicles the 19th century
pioneer days and recalls the city’s
historic downtown.
into the areas of agriculture, schools,
churches, and civic organizations.

Continued on page 2

It also delves

OC’s Fogotten Industry
The Anaheim and

By Tom Pulley

(This is the third in a series of
articles about Orange County's
sugar beet factories)

Anaheim Sugar
Company

Anaheim, which had been
originally promised a
beet-sugar factoryin 1892, was
the site of Orange County’s
third sugar factory. In May
1910, New York capitalists
A.R. Peck, C.H. Perkins, and
Charles Warner purchased
a 40-acre site on Patt Street,
just north of the city limits.
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The land formed the Anaheim
Sugar Company area and was
adjoining the Santa Fe tracks.

Construction of the 58 x275-
foot main factory building
started in November 1910.
The $800,000 factory
complex, located on the
southwest corner of Patt and
Commercial Streets, was
completed in July 1911, and
the first beets were processed
on August 3, 1911. During
the first season 43,000 tons of
beets were processed and 12
million pounds of granulated
sugar was produced. In 1912,

Continued on page 3
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It is Reed’s third book
on various phases of
Santa Ana history.

Ms Reed was born
and raised in Santa
Ana. She has been a
secretary, a newsletter
editor, and a 10-year
board member for the
Santa Ana Historical
Preservation Soci-
ety. The Society was
a source for many of
the reminiscent pho-

More than 200 vintage
photographs show the
growth of Orange dat-
ing back to the 1880s. The
book has rare images
many gathered from pri-
vate collections.

A pop culture history
aficionado,Chris Epting
continues his lifelong pen-
chant for documenting both
odd and historic sites with
his new book, Vanishing

Orange County. These in- tographs in the book,
teresting ‘then & now’ loca- some of which have never before
tions, including the Japanese Village Deer been published.

Park and Lion Country Safari, have been
featured on radio and TV shows. The Huntington Beach life-
guards have been protecting
people and families for nearly a
century with vigilance and ser-
vice. Now author Kai Weisser
has a book entitled Huntington
Beach Lifeguards to highlight
their dedication, along with the
marine safety officers, on three
and a half miles of one of the busi-
est beaches in the world.

Epting has written or provided photogra-
phy for 13 books based on his findings. He
has two books on Surf City, including
Images of America: Huntington Beach
and, Then & Now: Huntington Beach.

He lives in Huntington Beach with his

wife and their two children.

Author Richard Harris grew up in
Orange County and was a ride opera-
tor at Knott’s Berry Farm as well as
Disneyland. His lifelong fascination for
the amusement park industry has been
channeled into a new book called, Early
Amusement Parks of Orange County.

Weisser’s vintage photographs
include the pier, beach, competi-
tions, junior lifeguard activities,
and nearby Huntington State
Beach. The author, a Huntington
Beach lifeguard since 1979 and
marine safety officer since 1987,
has compiled the pictures from city
files, lifeguards and alumni,
libraries, and the public.

The book pays tribute to pioneer enter-
tainment efforts in Orange County like
the original California Alligator Farm,
Movieland Wax Museum, and the spe-
cial airplanes at the TallMantz Air Muse-
um. Boasting more than 200 historical photos,
the book documents an early era of entertain-
ment, most of which is now gone.

If you are ready to learn
about Orange County his-
tory, Author’s Night will pro-
vide a bundle of great presen-
tations about interesting facts
and events. Please join us on
Thursday, December 11th. All
authors will have books avail-
able for sale and signings, if you
so wish. It’s a chance to get you
holiday gifts early.

Santa Ana: 1940-2007, by author Roberta
A. Reed, covers the city’s growth following
World War II when military personnel chose
to put down roots in Santa Ana after the
war. This new book from Arcadia Publish-
ing chronicles that growth period.
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ANAHEIM SUGAR COMPANY in 1922

photo from OCHS Archives
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Postcard at right from Tom Pul-
ley’s Collection

Continued from page 1

the officers and directors of
Anaheim Sugar Company were
A.P.Peck,C.M.Warner, William
McLaughlin, Otto Rust,Richard
Melrose, C.T. Stimson and F.P.
Teigerwalk. They did well and
by 1915 the factory output had
increased to 70,000 tons of beets
and 20 million pounds of sugar.

In May 1923, the Anaheim
Sugar Company was purchased
by the Holly Sugar Company for $1,500,000.
Following completion of the 1923 season, Holly
closed the factory and sold the 40-acre tract of
land surrounding the factory to the Community
Industrial Land Company to be developed as
an industrial complex. In 1925, Holly moved
the machinery out of its abandoned Anaheim

SUGAR FACTORY, ANAHEIM, CAL. —

factory and shipped it to a new sugar plant it
was constructing in Sydney, Montana. Holly sold
the factory complex in July 1925, to H.W. Peck.

In July 1929, the factory was leased by A. Mannino
for use as a tomato paste cannery. The cannery
was known as the Anaheim Canning Company and
operated until 1937. The factory was then left vacant
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until August 1942, when the Essex Wire Corp. of
Detroit, Michigan, bought ten acres of land in the
industrial complex,including the factorybuildings.
Essex used the old sugar factory buildings for the
next 59 years to manufacture wire products. It
finally closed operations in 2001. In May 2005,
the sugar factory buildings were ultimately
razed to make way for a new industrial complex.

Huntington Beach Factory

In July 1909, the Holly Sugar Company
decided to locate a sugar refinery in Huntington
Beach. They entered into negotiation with the
Huntington Beach Company for a 60-acre tract
of land on the northwest corner of Main Street
and Garfield Avenue in the Garfield Annex
Industrial subdivision. An agreement was
reached in October 1910.

Construction of the 65 x 450 foot main factory
building started in December 1910 and the
$1,000,000 factory complex was completed on July
1, 1911. The plant was designed to handle 750 tons
of beets daily. Two million bricks were used in the

construction of the factory. The factory complex
included a 50x300-foot sugar warehouse. The floor
spaceofallthebuildingswasover50,000squarefeet.

C.A.Johnsonwasthe General Manager of thesugar
operation. During the 1912 season the Huntington
Beach factory processed beets from 11,000 acres
and produced 32,629,800 pounds of sugar.

In 1921 oil was discovered on Holly Sugar
Company property. The Holly Oil Company, a
subsidiary of Holly Sugar, was formed to develop
the oil on the company’s property. The sugar
factory closed down following the 1923 season.

Following closure of the factory a portion
of the plant was converted to a gasoline
and oil refinery which operated for many
years. In January 1926, the main factory
building wasrazed and allof thesugar machineryin
theplantwasshipped to Torrington, Wyoming. The
sugar warehouse continued to stand for a number
of years and was used by Holly for sugar storage.

Next month will be the Anaheim Co-Operative
Sugar Beet Company

Holly Sugar Facorty in Huntington Beach
from Tom Pulley’s postcard collection
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OCHS CALENDAR

* BOARD MEETING
* DEC. 4, 2008 AT TRINITY

DECEMBER 11 MEETING

* TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN THE CITY OF ORANGE

- 7:30 PROGRAM
AUTHORS’ NIGHT

MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

JANUARY 8 MEETING

Deadline for the January Courier submittal is December 9.
Material may be e mailed to bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net and

cc wigus@pacbell.net

* Rogues Gallery:
Political Scoundrels of
Orange County

BOOKS FOR SALE

Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

Cafada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter-

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez

The Portola Expedition 1789

Orange Countiana Il

Orange Countiana Il

Hard cover

Orange Countiana |V Architecture: soft cover

Hard cover

Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover

by Dr. Leo J. Friis

Orange County Through Four Centuries

Fruit Box: An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last

Price
Postcard History Series 4th Printing

$25.00 Orange County $21.50

$ 10.00 Orange County Place Names Ato Z

$ 70.00 by Phil Brigandi $14.00

$ 4.00 All prices include sales tax

$ 4.00 Merchandise TOTAL $
Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, $1

$ 3.00 each additional item.

$12.00 Bibliography of OC and Orange

$12.00 Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.

sold out PHONE

$ 32.00

$ 40.00 ADDRESS

$22.00 CITY,STATE,ZIP

$ 35.00 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS MAIL TO:
JOHN SORENSON 1-949-559-5668
14932 GAIFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA
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Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.

CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

Still only $20

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Dec. 2008
NAME/S

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE e MAIL

AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS




