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Speaker of the Month

Orange County’s
Rogues and Scoundrels

The Orange County Historical
Society’s guest speaker for the Janu-
ary General Meeting is Stan Oftelie, a
principal in The Oftelie Company. He
will be presenting a look at the char-
acters he uncovered through research
and met first-hand in their dealings with
Orange County’s past Boards of Super-
visors. The meeting will be held at 7:30
p.m. on Thursday, January 8, 2009, at
the Trinity Episcopal Church located at
2400 N. Canal St. in Orange.

Mr. Oftelie has had a 30-year-plus
involvement with the political forces in
the county. He worked with the Orange
County Register and the L.A. Times,
the Orange County Board of Supervi-
sors, the Orange County Transporta-
tion Authority, and the Orange County
Business Council and crossed paths
with many who are associated with his
OC “Rogue Gallery.” His experience,
research, and photos empower him to
provide some colorful incidents and
anecdotes.

Please join us for Mr. Oftelie’s interest-
ing commentary and fast-paced picto-
rial look at Orange County’s past, with
an emphasis on some of county gov-
ernment’s black sheep, scoundrels, and
various rascals, who helped shaped our
county. We hope you can join us after
the New Year at 7:30 p.m., Thursday,
January 8th at the Trinity Episcopal
Church.

OC’s Fogotten Industry
The Santa Ana Co-Operative Sugar Company

Santa Ana Co-Operative
Sugar Company

By Tom Pulley

(This is the final article of the se-
ries on Orange County’s sugar
beet factories)

Orange County’s fifth sugar
factory, the Santa Ana Co-
Operative Sugar Company,
was organized and financed by
James Irvine and his associates
James McFadden, A.J. Crook-
shank, M.M. Crookshank, R.T.
Harris, Frank Monaghan and
Andrew Getty. The company
was incorporated on December
24, 1910.

Santa Ana Co-Operative Sugar Company
Photo gift from Tom

Construction of the plant, lo-
cated on a 35-acre site at 1301
E. Dyer Road in Santa Ana,
started in December 1911 and
was completed in July of 1912.
The main factory building mea-
sured 66 x 266 feet and the
warehouse was 66 x 196 feet.
The cost of the factory complex
was $650,000. H.S. Thatcher
was the General Manager and
F.L. Klentz the Plant Superin-
tendent. In its first season, the
plant processed 70,000 tons of
beets grown on 9,061 acres.
The crop produced 19,200,000
pounds of sugar. By 1915 the
output increased to 110,000
tons of beets and 31 million
pounds of sugar.

Continued on page 3
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OCs Forgotten Industry

The Anaheim Cooperative Beet Sugar
Company

By Tom Pulley

( This is an article about the sugar beet factory
that was never built.)

he Anaheim Cooperative Beet Sugar Com-

pany was organized on January 10, 1892.
The company was the first sugar company in
the United States to be organized on a coopera-
tive, grower owned, basis. All other U.S. sugar
companies up to that time had been founded by
venture capitalists who conducted the business
for their own exclusive benefit.

The first board of directors consisted of Thomas
J. Jones, E.P. Fowler, H.A. Pierce, Prez James,
S. Littlefield, A. Rimpau, and Frank J. Capitain.
E.P. Fowler was elected president. The board
soon began working and organized capital stock
of the company to be fixed at $500,000 and di-
vided into 4,000 shares of $125 each. The com-
pany incorporated on March 30, 1892 with 294
stockholders representing 3,000 acres.

One share of stock in the company represented
one acre of sugar beet land. Under the terms of
the company bylaws, all acreage subscribed for
had to be deeded to the company. A minimum
of 3000 acres had to be deeded before a factory
could be erected.

The Anaheim Cooperative Beet Sugar Com-
pany announced that it expected to have a
factory erected and in operation by August 1,
1892. However, by October 1, 1892, 3,214
shares - representing that 3,214 acres had been
subscribed for — were purchased, more than the
minimum required.

Based on the subscription of 3,214 acres, the
board of directors of the Anaheim Company went
ahead with plans to erect a factory. Dyer Broth-
ers of Cleveland, Ohio, agreed to build the fac-
tory and to equip it with the latest German built
sugar machinery. A 40-acre factory site located
about one mile southwest of the Southern Pacific
depot was deeded to the company in Decem-
ber of 1892 and construction of the beet sugar
factory was scheduled to commence in January
1893.

Ground was broken for the factory, wells were
dug, and construction contracts were awarded.
Unfortunately, when it came time for the local
growers, who had pledged to deed their 3,214
subscribed acres to the corporation, only 1,100
acres were actually deeded. That left the com-
pany some 1,900 acres short.

On January 31, 1893, the company held an
emergency stockholders meeting. At that time,
the shareholders agreed to a bonded indebted-
ness of $400,000. The bond issue was to be
sold in the New York bond market. Regretta-
bly for the company, the bond sale did not turn
out to be successful and the factory was never
erected.

On October 3, 1896, stockholders voted to dis-
solve the corporation. In March 1897, after the
final indebtedness of the corporation was met,
the Anaheim Cooperative Beet Sugar Company
was formally dissolved with all lands formerly
deeded to the corporation being reconveyed to
their owners.
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Continued from page 1

In 1916 the Co-Operative ver-
biage was dropped and the name
shortened to the Santa Ana Sugar
Company. In May 1917, Holly Sugar
Company purchased 70 percent of
the stock of the Santa Ana Sugar
Company for $2,250,000. The
remaining 30 percent of the stock,
worth approximately one million
dollars, remained in the hands of
James Irvine.

By 1926 the Holly Sugar plant on

Dyer Road was the last remain-

ing sugar refinery in operation in
Orange County. .In June 1934, the
Santa Ana Sugar Company was dis-
solved and the name changed to Holly

ar beet acreage began to move out of
the county and by the mid 1950’s most
of the beets for the factory were shipped
in by rail from the Imperial, San Joaquin
and Antelope valleys. Despite those
obstacles, in 1954 the Santa Ana plant
processed 1,500 tons of beets daily and
turned out more than 100 million pounds
of sugar.

In 1973 the last sugar beets grown in
Orange County were harvested. They
were grown on Irvine Ranch property,
which was leased by Joseph Changala,
the last beet rancher in Orange County.
As freight rates escalated in the 1970s,
Holly’s Santa Ana operation began to lose
money, as much as $1.3 million in 1977. Holly
seriously considered closing the Dyer Road
factory.

Instead, the Holly Sugar Company spent the
next two years converting the factory to handle
raw cane sugar. The cane sugar operation
started in March of 1979. The raw cane sugar
was shipped into the Long Beach-Los Angeles
harbor complex from Central and South Amer-
ica, Australia and the Philippines. It was then
transported by rail to the Holly plant. It arrived

Above demoalition in
X progress in August 1983
Sugar Company. In the 1930’s the sug- Photo a gift to OCHS
from Charles Hutto of
Orange.

At 1329 Dyer Rd., Santa
Ana, the Embassy Suite
Hotel sets today to the
right of Holly Sugar
plant ‘s former site. The
building, clearly visable
from the 55 Freeway,
suggests the architec-
ture of the Holly Sugar
Company plant.

as a sticky dark brown mixture, which was then purified
into pure cane sugar.

Finally, faced with continued losses, Holly finally
closed the Santa Ana facility for good in January of
1982. Thus, bringing an end to an Orange County
agricultural industry that had thrived for more than 80
years. In March 1983, Holly Sugar sold its Santa Ana
refinery and the adjoining 23 acres to Birtcher Pacific,
a Laguna Niguel based land development firm, for $8.5
million. Birtcher considered turning the historic fac-
tory into a specialty shopping center but this proved
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economically unfeasible and in August of 1983 the sugar was screened to the size required and con-
factory was razed despite a considerable amount veyed to the dry sugar bin to be sacked or to large
of cane raised by historic preservation groups to bulk bins for storage. Soon it was ready for sale.

prevent the demolition of the historic building.

Sugar Beet Processing

How sugar beets are processed into
sugar is an interesting story in itself and
worth a quick mention. Beets arrived at
the factory either on trucks or in rail cars.
There the beets were dumped into huge
hoppers that fed them onto a great con-
veyer belt carrying them into the factory
to the beet-washing tank. After thorough
washing in hot water, kicker arms threw
the beets onto hobnail rolls that removed
any remaining foreign material.

Huge cutters then sliced the beets into
small shoestring shaped particles called
cossetts. The cossetts were then fed
into a battery of diffusion tanks where
they were treated with hot water to
extract the sugar. From the diffusion
tanks the thin juice, containing about 14
percent sugar, was purified and filtered.
The remaining beet pulp was drawn off,
mixed with molasses, dried, and sold for
cattle feed.

Lime was then added to the
sugar solution. This was fol-
lowed by a carbonation step,
which separated the lime and
sugar. Filters then removed
the lime. The clear pure juice
was concentrated into heavy
syrup and then boiled under
reduced pressure until the
sugar crystallized. The syrup,
containing crystallized sugar,
was then fed into a battery of
centrifuges, which threw off the
molasses in which the sugar
crystals were suspended, leav-
ing just the pure sugar crystals.

The pure sugar then went into
a huge rotary drier to remove
moisture. From the drier the

N a2 . e
Photo above shows sugar vats where hot syrup is poured into the
vat, sugar crystals are added to induce crystalization process.

Below a photo from Southern Califoria Sugar Company shows the
maze of lines, rows of tanks, and electrical equipment on an upper
level of the plant.

Photos from OCHS Sherril Collection
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OCHS CALENDAR

* BOARD MEETING
+ JANUARY 6, 2009 AT TRINITY

JANUARY 8, 2009 MEET-
ING

* TRINITY EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
IN THE CITY OF ORANGE

+ 7:30 PROGRAM

Deadline for the February Courier submittal is January 9.
Material may be e mailed to bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net and

cc wigus@pacbell.net

Orange County’s
Rogues and Scoun-
drels

Speaker: Stan Oftelie

BOOKS FOR SALE

Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

Cafada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter-

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez

The Portola Expedition 1789

Orange Countiana Il

Orange Countiana Il

Hard cover

Orange Countiana |V Architecture: soft cover

Hard cover

Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover

by Dr. Leo J. Friis

Orange County Through Four Centuries

Fruit Box: An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last

Price
Postcard History Series 4th Printing

$25.00 Orange County $21.50

$ 10.00 Orange County Place Names Ato Z

$ 70.00 by Phil Brigandi $14.00

$ 4.00 All prices include sales tax

$ 4.00 Merchandise TOTAL $
Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, $1

$ 3.00 each additional item.

$12.00 Bibliography of OC and Orange

$12.00 Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.

sold out PHONE

$ 32.00

$ 40.00 ADDRESS

$22.00 CITY,STATE,ZIP

$ 35.00 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS MAIL TO:
JOHN SORENSON 1-949-559-5668
14932 GAIFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA
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Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.

CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

Still only $20

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Jan. 2009
NAME/S

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE e MAIL

AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS




