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February’s Guest Speaker

Alexis Tate Tells How
OC Sewage Gets Make-Over

lexis Tate, Principal Senior

Communications Specialist
from the Orange County Water
District, will speak to the OC His-
torical Society at its February 12th
General Meeting at 7:30pm at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N
Canal Street, in the city of Orange.
She will provide a talk and slides
on the new Groundwater Replen-
ishment System.

As a hedge against water short-
ages, the Orange County Water
District opened the world’s largest
reclamation plant. The facility can
take 70 million gallons a day of
treated sewage and turn it into
drinkable water. The system took
four years to construct and cost
$490-million.

The system treats bilge water
from the adjacent sewage treat-
ment plant run by the Orange
County Sanitation District, a part-
ner in the venture, through a maze
of pipes, filters, holding tanks and
pumps.

The final product goes into the
county’s vast groundwater basin
to combat saltwater intrusion,
also supplements drinking water
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Another Forgotten O.C. Industry:

Apples
By Tom Pulley

Back in the early 1920s,
Orange County not only had
400 acres of apples but also a
thriving apple packinghouse,
plus a cooperative apple mar-
keting organization. All of this
was located around the New-

port Mesa area of Costa Mesa.

The first apple orchards
were planted when the town
was still known as Harper.
In 1910 George Huntington
and George Waterman each
planted five acres in apples.
Donald J. Dodge, who later
became a judge, set out a
ten-acre apple orchard in
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1912. As soon as these or-
chards proved successful,
other plantings soon fol-
lowed. Other early growers
included: Joseph B. Cleg-
horn, Walter W. Middleton,
Clarence A. Wilkinson, and
Howard B. Woodrough.

In the beginning, the growers
marketed their apples locally
at roadside stands. They
sold as many as 100 to 150
boxes a day to apple lovers
who drove their automo-
biles to the orchards to buy
them. Several of the larger
growers erected fruit stands
along Newport Blvd. where
they sold apples, cider, and
Continued on page 3
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Rendering of the Ground Water Replenishing System’s building in Fountain Valley

Projects similar to this are being studied in
San Diego, San Jose, Texas, Florida, Australia
and Singapore. Recently, the LA Dept. of Wa-
ter and Power reconsidered plans to recycle
waste water.

If you are interested in touring this remarkable
water purification facility, beginning March 6, 2009
at 10 a.m. and or any first Friday of every month at
10 a.m. thereafter, the public is invited to tour the

GWR System in Fountain Valley. Reservations are

Please join us for Ms. Tate’s intriguing discus-
sion on Orange County’s new system of treat-
ing waste water and making it good water
again. We look forward to your joining us at
7:30 p.m., on Thursday, February 12th, at the
Trinity Episcopal Church.
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required; space is limited. The tour may include
climbing stairs, walking and standing for periods
up to 45 minutes. For questions or to schedule a
tour, call (714) 378-3362. or e mail bmudd@ocwd.
com with particulars as to when and how many.

Directions to theTrinity Episcopal
Church in the city of Orange.

See page 769 of Thomas Bros.
Map book.

From the north 57 or 55 exit Lin-
coln Ave. From Lincoln Ave. turn
south onto Canal St. continue to
the Heim Ave. stop sign, Trinty is
the second church on the right.
from the corner.

From the south 57, exit to the
right on Taft Ave. left on N.
Glassel, right turn on to Meats
Ave.

From the south on 55, exit
Chapman to the left, turn right
onto Tustin Ave., left onto Meats
Ave.
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other fruit and produce
from their farms. Don-
ald Dodge was one of
the most successful
growers and started
marketing his fruit in
1915. Customers came

Bernardino, Redlands
and Riverside to buy his *
apples. In 1919 he sold
350 tons off his 15-acres
of apples and expected |
to sell 700 tons in 1920. '
Thirteen varieties of
apples were grown

in the Mesa area. The
most popular varieties
included Bellflower, Ro-
man Beauty, Arkansas
Beauty, Winter Banana,

White Winter Pearmain, Photo on page 1 and above are courtesy of the Costa Mesa Historical Society

Jonathan and Delicious.

Ed Logson, a business-

man in Harper, shipped the first carload of
apples from the town in December of 1919
and sold over 90 tons of fruit plus 1,000
gallons of cider that year.

By 1920 there were approximately 300
acres of apples in the Harper area plus
other fruits and vegetables being grown.
In the summer of 1920 some 30 growers of
fruits, vegetables and poultry organized a
marketing organization called the “Harper
— Fairview Farmers and Fruitgrowers Asso-
ciation” and erected the “Wayside Market”
on Newport Blvd. at Eighteenth St. where
they sold their apples and other fruits and
vegetables. The market featured a storage
area, inclined racks for fruit, vegetable and
flower displays plus parking and water for
automobiles, a seat for bus passengers
and public comfort stations.

As the apple acreage continued to expand,
a number of growers met in November of
1921 and decided to organize an associa-
tion to pack and market the crop of the

district. On Tuesday, February 21, 1922 the “Costa
Mesa Apple Growers Association” was organized
with the following directors chosen: Donald J.
Dodge, president; George A. Waterman, vice-pres-
ident; Francis E. Russell, secretary and treasurer;
and members Howard B. Woodrough and Walter W.
Middleton.

Plans were immediately made for the erection of

a packinghouse. A site of 87 by 300-feet on the
corner of Newport Blvd. and Eighteenth St., near
the Wayside Market, was selected. The packing-
house, which faced Eighteenth Street, measured 60
by 80-feet and was completed around July 1, 1922
at a cost of $8,000. It opened officially on August
15, 1922 when the first of the 1922 apple crop was
ready for processing. The plant had a capacity

of 45,000 boxes and it was planned to handle the
combined crop from 600 acres, 400 acres from as-
sociation members and 200 acres from non-associ-
ation members in the district.

The association offered a $5 prize for the best
name to be used as a trade mark for marketing
their apples. The “Orange County Harbor” brand
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Wayside Market on Newport Boulevard at 18th Street. Note the packinghouse of the Costa Mesa Apple Grow-
ers Assn. behind the market on the left side of the photo.

was the name selected and the label that was
created for the association featured a design
advertising the harbor. When packed, the fruit
was moved to Taylor’s Inc. Ice and Cold Stor-
age in Santa Ana where it was kept until needed
for shipment.

The bulk of the apple crop was retailed from
the packinghouse and also from the Wayside
Market, around the corner on Newport Blvd.

A cider mill was set up in the packinghouse
where quality cider was produced. W.N. Prince
and Company, wholesale brokers in Santa Ana,
also handled a portion of the crop.

The total acreage handled by the plant, al-
though planned for 600, never exceeded 200
acres as many growers preferred to pack and
market their own fruit and the volume of fruit
was not sufficient to make the plant profitable.
The packinghouse closed following the 1924
season.

Photo a gift from Tom Pulley

Apple acreage in the Costa Mesa area peaked at
around 400 in the mid-1920’s and the apple in-
dustry continued to flourish through the 1920s.
Below average rainfall starting in the mid-1920s,
reduced yields making apple production less
profitable, curtailed growth, and also hastened
the decline of the apple industry. As more resi-
dential and commercial building took place in
the area,s the amount of cheap land available for
apples began to disappear. Apple acreage start-
ed declining in 1927. By 1931 there were only
200 acres remaining and the total acreage con-
tinued to drop rapidly during the 1930’s. By 1937
only 29 acres remained. The County’s shift from
agriculture to urban settlement finally brought
the apple industry to a close. The last commer-
cial apples in the Costa Mesa area, an eight-acre
orchard, were removed in 1948.



Page 5

COUNTY COURIER

February 2009

2008 - 2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Greg Rankin 949/643-0602 .........
Vice president Historian
714/838-5149 ......... Richard Vining 714 /526-4761........... Ken Leavens
Secretary/Web HistoryOC@aol.com
714 469-9463.......... Carolyn Schoff Curator
ochsschoff@aol.com 714/538-2642 ........... Harriet Friis

Treasurer / Sales
949/559-5668 ......... John Sorenson
grncv8@peoplepc.com
Activities
714/529-5160 ......... Jane Norgren
Preservatio
714/558-1067.......... Phil Chinn
philchinn@roadrunner.com
Corresponding/membership
714/533-3199 ......... Judy Moore
jomo38ore@netzero.com
Editor
714/993-7251......... John Bushman
bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net

JJandHJFriis@aol.com
Committee: Betsy Vigus— Photos
714/5254879
vvigus@pacbell.net
Billie Willis
714/524-8164
Member at Large

714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier
Member at Large
714/538-2642 .......... J.J. Friis

JJandHJFriis@aol.com

Publications/Web
714/834-2434.. . . .Chris Jepsen
cjepsen@socal.rr.com

OCHS CALENDAR

* BOARD MEETING
* February 5 at Trinity

FEBRUARY 12, 2009
MEETING

Deadline for the March Courier submittal is February 13.
Material may be e mailed to bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net and

cc wigus@pacbell.net

* TRINITY EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
IN THE CITY OF ORANGE
see map on page 2
*+ 7:30 PROGRAM

Alexis Tate Tells How
OC Sewage Gets Make-
Over

MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

BOOKS FOR SALE

Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

Cafada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter-

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez

The Portola Expedition 1789

Orange Countiana Il

Orange Countiana Il

Hard cover

Orange Countiana |V Architecture: soft cover

Hard cover

Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover

by Dr. Leo J. Friis

Orange County Through Four Centuries

Fruit Box: An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last

Price
Postcard History Series 4th Printing
$25.00 Orange County $21.50
$ 10.00 Orange County Place Names Ato Z
$ 70.00 by Phil Brigandi $14.00
$ 4.00 All prices include sales tax
$ 4.00 Merchandise TOTAL $
Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, $1
$ 3.00 each additional item.
$12.00 Bibliography of OC and Orange
$12.00 Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.
sold out PHONE
$ 32.00
$ 40.00 ADDRESS
$22.00 CITY,STATE,ZIP
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS MAIL TO:
$ 35.00 JOHN SORENSON 1-949-559-5668
14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA
92604
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Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.

CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

Still only $20

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Feb.. 2009
NAME/S

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE e MAIL

AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS




