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Balboa Motor Corporation 

By Tom Pulley  

 

n February 1924 the Bal-

boa Motor Corporation, 

consisting of Otto W. 

Heinz, president; William 

H. Radford, vice president and 

chief engineer; Fred G. Mott Jr., 

vice president and sales man-

ager; and J.C. Bliss, secretary, 

announced plans to erect a 

$350,000 factory in Fullerton to 

assemble its automobiles. The 

factory was to have a maximum 

output of 5,000 machines per 

year. A force of 175 was ex-

pected to be employed and 

plans called for an output of 

1,000 Balboa automobiles the 

first year. Several sites were 

considered for the factory in-

cluding a six-acre site in the 

industrial area west of down-

town and a 5-½ acre site in 

the hills north of downtown on 

the Bastanchury ranch. 

 

Matters seemed to be pro-

gressing nicely for the com-

pany. They opened an office 

at 108 E. Amerige Ave. In 

March 1924 they exhibited 

two hand built prototype cars, 

a four-passenger coupe and a 

touring car at the California 

Hotel in downtown Fullerton. 
(Continued on page 3) 

Speaker of the Month 

 

Orange County  

Black History  

Discussed  

 

T he March speaker for the 

Orange County Historical 

Society’s General Meeting is Bob 

Johnson, a board member of the 

Santa Ana Black History Society. 

He will be presenting the history 

of the integration of black people 

into Orange County society.  The 

meeting will be held at the Trinity 

Episcopal Church located at 2400 

N. Canal St. in Orange on Thurs-

day, March 12, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Mr. Johnson moved to Orange 

County in 1961 and is the author 

of a work on Black Pioneers in 

the county, published by Califor-

nia State University, Fullerton.  

He has worked to eliminate seg-

regation through the Orange 

County Fair Housing Council and 

served as an officer until 1996. 

He was the chair of its board of 

directors in 1969.  Mr. Johnson 

received the “Fair Housing Volun-

teer of the Year” award in 1981 

from the Community Relations 

Conference of Southern Califor-

nia.  

                            (Continued on page 2)                  
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Orange County, as well as their initial settlements 

in OC cities. He will be bringing a guest commen-

tator - Mrs. Ernestine Ransom - who came to 

Santa Ana in the 1930s, as well as supplement 

the talk with a power point photo presentation.  

Please join us for Mr. Johnson’s account of Or-

ange County’s black history. Again, we hope to 

see you on March 12th, the second Thursday, at 

7:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal Church.  

 

 

 

FYI 

SANTA ANA BLACK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OUR PURPOSE --IS TO PROVIDE A WRITTEN LEGACY 
OF BLACK PEOPLE IN SANTA ANA AND ORANGE 

COUNTY CALIFORNIA. 

WE DO THIS --BY COLLECTING AND COMPILING 

WRITING AND MEDIA PUBLISHING THE HISTORY OF 
BLACKS IN SANTA ANA FROM ITS EARLIEST BEGIN-

NINGS RECORDED IN 1826. 

SANTA ANA BLACK HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETS THE 

3rd THURSDAY OF THE MONTH @ SOUTH WEST 

SENIOR CENTER 2201 WEST McFADDEN STREET 

SANTA ANA CA. 92703 AT 6:00 PM.  OUR MAILING 

ADDRESS IS P O BOX 3309 SANTA ANA CA 92703 

OUR PHONE NO 714 505 3408 

OFFICERS:        

T.LEON BERRY                           PRESIDENT 

HARRIET WOODERTS-TYLER      VICE PRESIDENT 

BEA JONES                               SECRETARY        

BILL EDWARDS                         TREASURER 

BOB JOHNSON                          MEMBER AT LARGE 

From their website SantaAnablackhistory.com 

Membership Renewals 

 Bring, Tell, or Treat 

A Friend to the OCHS 

 

 Orange County Historical Society member-

ship notices will be mailed soon. We know 

that historically, tough economic times force 

people to be as thrifty as possible. But try to 

keep your OCHS membership. We have been 

around since 1919, informing about, preserv-

ing, and protecting the history of people, 

places, and events in the county. 

  

 The OCHS understands that as belts 

tighten, people cut out luxuries. We do not 

think our membership fee is excessive and we 

think people need us. When times are tough 

you need a friend, a moment away from 

stress, a memory revived. The OCHS pro-

vides that through its meetings, speakers, and 

newsletters – at the same cost of membership 

for the last 10 years. Our student membership 

is just $10, individuals pay $20, and family 

memberships are $35 – a year! Even our 

books and publications are reasonable.  

 

 You can also help the OCHS by treating 

someone older or homebound to a member-

ship so they can read about the good old 

days. Or bring a friend to our meetings and let 

them hear our interesting speakers. It might 

inspire them to join. Our subscriptions can 

also be mailed to your relatives that may have 

once lived in the OC, but now reside out-of-

state. Times may be tough temporarily, but 

history goes on forever.  

 

 Keep the OCHS in your life. 
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Balboa’s streamlined body design was to be 

available as a touring car to sell for $2,900 

and in sedan and sports brougham styles at 

higher prices.  

In August 1924 the company exhibited the two 

prototype cars plus a bare chassis for a week 

in the East India room of the Ambassador ho-

tel in Los Angeles. Ten thousand invitations to 

the showing, individually signed by the presi-

dent of the company, were mailed out. The 

cars were shown again in March 1925 at the 

Orange County Automobile Show in Santa 

Ana. At the show Balboa’s president Otto 

Heinz invited the public to “inspect and ride in 

and drive the automobiles” on their return to 

Fullerton. 

An article in the Los Angeles Times dated 

Sept. 7, 1924 announced that work was ad-

vancing on the auto plant. A six-acre site 

about three-quarters of a mile from the center 

of Fullerton had been donated by the Fullerton 

Chamber of Commerce. The site was immedi-

Continued from page 1 

Balboa Motor Corporation 

On April 15, 1924 the company moved its parts 

and machinery from a garage they had been 

renting in Pomona to the abandoned Bastan-

chury bean warehouse on the south side of 

Santa Fe Ave. at the foot of Pomona Ave. where 

they planned to continue to assemble cars until 

their factory was completed. 

The Balboa automobiles featured a revolutionary 

overhead cam straight-eight engine of 178 cubic 

inches which was supercharged “by compress-

ing the charge in a special pocket in the crank-

case on the downstroke of the engine” as pro-

motion explained. The 100 horsepower engine 

allowed the cars a top speed of 85 miles per 

hour with a gas consumption of better than 25 

miles per gallon. In one mileage test done in 

June 1924 one of the cars was driven from Full-

erton to San Bernardino and back, a distance of 

102 miles, on only three gallons of gas and had 

enough fuel remaining to drive around town part 

of the afternoon before running out of gas. The 

I925 Balboa 

Sports Brougham. 

“Having undergone 

over eight years of 

preparation and 

experiment, the 

Balboa is at last 

ready for produc-

tion.” 
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ately adjacent to four railroads, 

the Union Pacific, Southern Pa-

cific, Santa Fe and Pacific Elec-

tric. It was also on a main high-

way and lay nineteen miles 

from the harbor. The main fac-

tory of the Balboa Company 

was to be built of steel and 

brick, one story high, 250 by 

185-feet with storerooms 75 by 

150-feet. The interior was pat-

terned after the best automobile 

factories in Detroit. A separate 

office building 100 by 80-feet 

was designed for the execu-

tives and clerical staff. Hamm 

and Grant, Los Angeles indus-

trial engineers were the con-

tractors in charge of the work. 

A large number of well known local men were on 

the company board of directors including: Waldo 

O’Kelly, banker of Fullerton; Col. Ben H. 

Whittaker, CPA of Los Angeles; George A. Ray-

mer, secretary of the Fullerton Chamber of Com-

merce; Dr. Clarence D. Lesher, Los Angeles 

capitalist; George A. Lathrop, principal owner of 

the Consolidated Water Co. of Pomona; J.C. 

Bliss, president of the Fullerton Mutual Orange 

Assn., and Robert E. Corcoran, president of the 

Corcoran Paper Com-

pany. 

The company an-

nounced in October 

1924 that they had 

signed a contract with 

E.M. Hilton and Co. of 

Los Angeles, stockbro-

kers, to handle the sale 

of the balance of the 

company stock. It was 

announced on January 

15, 1925 that Hilton and Co. had sold in excess 

of  $125,000 worth of Balboa stock. 

Unfortunately, the factory was never built and 

the Balboa car died in the prototype stage, 

amidst stock promotion fraud charges. The two 

complete cars and one chassis represented the 

total production of the Balboa Motor Corporation 

of Fullerton. The company closed its Fullerton 

office and warehouse and departed Orange 

County sometime in 1926. 

In August 1924 the company exhibited the two prototype cars 

plus a bare chassis for a week in the East India room of the 

Ambassador hotel in Los Angeles.   Fullerton also had a view-

ing. “Hundreds admire Balboa cars at California Hotel in 

Fullerton” reported the Fullerton News March 18, 1924 

Architect’s pencil sketch of plant where  

Balboa automobiles was to be manufactured in Fullerton 
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President  

 949/643-0602 ........... .....Greg Rankin 

Vice president    

 714/838-5149 ......... ....Richard Vining 

Secretary  

      714 469-9463..            .Carolyn Schoff                                                 
 ochsschoff@aol.com  

Treasurer  /  Sales  

   949/559-5668 .........  ...John Sorenson 
   grncv8@peop lepc .com 
 

Activities  

 714/529-5160 .................Jane Norgren 

Preservation 

 714/558-1067..............  .....  Phil Chinn 

Corresponding/membership  

 714/533-3199 ...............  ..Judy Moore 

   jbmo38ore@netzero.com 

 

 

Editor  . . . . . . . . . . .     .John Bushman 
   714/993-7251 

   bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net  
                        

Historian. . .  . . . . . . . .  . .Ken Leavens  

    714 /526-4761 

    HistoryOC@aol.com 

     Curator  
        714/538-2642 . . . . . . . . .Harriet Friis 
       JJandHJFriis@aol.com 

Committee: Betsy Vigus– Photos                                                                                                                               
714/525 4879  

                           vvigus@pacbell.net 

               Billie Willis  714/524-8164 

Member at Large 

 714/530-1448..........   Don Dobmeier 

Member at Large 

  714/538-2642 ...............…. . .J.J. Friis 
  JJandHJFriis@aol.com 
 

Publications 

  714/834-2434.. . . . . . .Chris Jepsen 

     cjepsen@socal.rr.com 

2008-2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Can you identify this photograph?  OCHS is looking for help in providing documentation for photo-
graphs before entering them into the database.  Where was this photo taken and when? Today’s modern 
digital cameras that provide GPS coordinates  along with other metadata for photos  would solve our prob-
lem.   Alas, we must do it the old fashion way. We are asking for help. Contact any board member. 

OCHS CALENDAR 

BOARD MEETING 

Mar. 5, 7:00 pm at Trinity   

 

March 12 MEETING 

Trinity Episcopal Church  

       In the city of Orange 

7:30  p.m. PROGRAM 

        Orange County  

      Black History  

      Discussed  

 

 

April Meeting to be announced 

May Meeting:   EIchler Homes 

 

Deadline for the April Courier  submittal is the Mar. 12  

Material may be e mailed to bushbaseball@ sbcglobal.net or 

vvigus@pacbell.net 
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Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make 
great gifts.   
Still only $20   

  
 

            CHECK ONE BOX 

„ NEW MEMBER   „ RENEWAL 

        One Year Membership 

STUDENT* (WITH ID) $   10.00 

INDIVIDUAL $   20.00 

FAMILY (same address) $   35.00 

SPONSOR $   60.00 

 PATRON $ 100.00 

 LIFE $ 300.00 

 INSTITUTION* $   40.00 

 CORPORATE* $ 200.00 

  

*NON-VOTING MEMBER 

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M   MAR. 2009 

NAME           _____                                                        __ 

___________________                    ________________ 

ADDRESS_ _________                                                       

_____________                                                     _____ 

CITY_________________             _________________ 

STATE, ZIP ____________________________ 

TELEPHONE__________________E Mail                                                     _ 

AMT ENCLOSED $_________ 

Please make check payable to OCHS 




