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In 1881, Mr. John Protheroe, a 
young Englishman living in South 

Africa, shipped 200 ostriches from 
Cape Town, South Africa to Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina. Out of the 
flock of birds in the shipment only 
28 survived the long sea voyage. A 
year later Protheroe shipped 22 of 
the birds to New York City where in 
November 1882, they were put on 
display in Central Park. Later that 
year the birds were shipped to San 
Francisco and again displayed for 
the public. 

In March 1883, a syndicate called 
the California Ostrich Farming 
Company, with
capital stock of $80,000, was 
formed by a number of prominent 

Californians including Moses 
Hopkins, brother of railroad baron 
Mark Hopkins; Gaylord Wilshire, a 
land developer for which Wilshire 
Boulevard in Beverly Hills is 
named; Col. Robert J. Northam, 
manager of the Stearns Rancho 
Co.; Charles B. Polhemus, agent 
for the Stearns Rancho Co., and 
Dwight Whiting, who established 
the Whiting ranch in the El Toro 
area in 1885. The syndicate pur-
chased the 22 birds from Prothe-
roe for $21,000. Protheroe also 
became a stockholder in the new 
company.

A section of land, 640 acres, 
seven miles northwest of Ana-
heim, in the old Centralia school 

 

Speaker of the Month
Speaker Follows Eichler Lines
 

Our next OC Historical Society 
General Meeting speaker is 

Alan Hess, a prominent California 
architecture critic for the San Jose 
Mercury News. He has written 
extensively on emerging suburban 
metropolises of the West, which 
he will share with us on May 14, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Meeting Hall at the 
Trinity Episcopal Church at 2400 
N. Canal St. in Orange.

Mr. Hess is a practicing architect 
and historian and has written 
a new book, “Near History: the 
Eichler Tracts of Orange County.” 
As what we would consider mod-
ern Architecture is now officially 
historic, Mr. Hess finds proof right 
here in Orange County in the tract 
homes built by developer Joe 
Eichler in the 1950s. The Eichler 
homes brought the best of modern 
residential design within reach of 
the average home-buyer. Today 
they are being rediscovered for 
their straight-forward design and 
are being preserved and restored.

[See pg. 6 for map to Self-Guided Tour of 
Eichler homes in Orange.]

Hess has been active in the pre-
serving and qualifying the nation’s 
oldest McDonald’s drive-in in 
Downey and the Bullock’s Depart-
ment Store in Pasadena for the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. 
He is now researching Irvine’s 
architecture, one of the largest 
U.S. master-planned communities 
of the 1960s-70s. 

  Fullerton Ostrich Farm. 
Feathers and egg shells on sale at reasonable rates.
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We get letters...

The Missing Link to a Relative

I wondered if your society can advise me as 
to the most likely source to obtain newspaper 
articles from your region, circa 1930. 
I tried a private research company with archive 
sources, but they charge an ample fee. The 
Santa Ana Library stated that they do not loan 
their microfilm, so I am stymied. 
I want information regarding Warren Marr. My 
interest in this individual is that he is a New 
Brunswick (Canada) born relative who mysteri-
ously vanished from the family tree many years 
ago without trace until recently. 
Please inform me if your Society undertakes this 
sort of research     Sincerely, Jim 

Hello Jim: 

I was able to locate an article from the Septem-
ber 24, 1938 edition of the Santa Ana Journal 
regarding Warren Marr. Unfortuntely, I could not 
get a clear, readable copy for you. The first and 
last paragraphs of the article, which I copied 
from the paper, may indicate why your relative 
was dropped from the family tree. They read: 
“Warren Marr, the most colorful confidence man 
to operate in Orange County for years, was 
on his way today to join a confederate in San 
Quentin penitentiary.” -   “He and Acree admitted 
bilking several Orange County widows out of life 
savings by taking from them gilt-edged securi-
ties in exchange for a Marr-organized ‘insurance 
company.’” 

I will attempt to get a clear copy of the entire 
article for you ASAP. 

Best regards,    Ken Leavens, OCHS 

Directions to Trinity Episcopal Church in the city of Orange.
See page 769 of Thomas Bros. Map book.

From the north 57  or 55 exit Lincoln  Ave. From Lincoln Ave. turn 
south onto Canal St. continue to the Heim Ave. stop sign, Trinty is 
the second church on the right. from the corner.

From the south 57, exit  to the right on Ball, (becomes Taft Ave.) left 
on  N. Glassel, right turn on to Meats Ave.
From the south on 55, exit Katella to the left, turn right onto Tustin 
Ave., left onto Meats Ave.

Explanation to last month’s 
Mystery Photo:  

Joe and Jorice Maag rec-
ognized the hopper and the 
press that the boy is dumping 
apples into - because they own one.  In fact, they have 
demonstrated it at the Fullerton Arboretum by making 
apple juice.  They said the pot over the fire is probably be-
ing used to make apple butter, which is why the ladies are 
peeling apples in the right side of the photo.
 
Editor’s Note:  The Maag family is an early pioneer family 
in Orange County.  The Maag home is one of the houses 
that was moved to the Centennial Heritage Museum 
which is being renamed the Heritage Museum of Orange 
County.

Membership Renewals
Treat a Friend to the OCHS
	 Orange County Historical Society membership 
renewals will be sent soon. These are tough economic 
times, but maintaining your membership can renew 
memories of wonderful places, people, and events. After 
all, we have been around since 1919, informing about, 
preserving, and protecting Orange County’s history. As 
memories are priceless, you might want to provide a 
membership to a friend or relative or treat someone older 
or homebound to their own membership.

	 We think our membership is reasonable as it has 
been the same amount for the last 10 years. A student 
membership is just $10, individuals pay $20, and family 
memberships are $35 a year! The OCHS revives these 
memories through its meetings, speakers, and newslet-
ters. Our subscriptions can be mailed to your relatives 
that may have once lived here but now reside out-of-
state. 

	 Times may be tough now, but history goes on 
forever. Keep history in your life.
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Ostrich Capital  continued from page 1

district, was leased by the company from the 
Stearns Rancho Co. as the site for the first com-
mercial ostrich farm in the United States. The 
present-day location of the farm would be near 
the intersection of Lincoln and Valley View Ave. 
in Buena Park. Charles J. Sketchley, a South 
African citizen who had accompanied the os-
triches from his country and had previous ostrich 
farming experience, was hired as superintendent 
of the farm. 

On March 22, 1883, the 22 ostriches arrived 
by rail at Costa (now Almond) Station on the 
Southern Pacific where they were loaded into 
high-topped wagons and hauled some five miles 
northwest to the company’s farm where sheds 
and corrals had been erected to house them. 
The site northwest of Anaheim had been chosen 
as the soil and climate closely resembled South 
Africa. The property also had a well, 306-feet 
deep, that provided ample water to grow the for-
age that was needed by the birds.

The farming of Ostriches for their feathers had 
started around 1865 in South Africa. Prior to that 
time wild ostriches were killed for their feath-
ers and the once plentiful birds quickly became 
scarce because it was a huge industry. By 1882 
South Africa was exporting $6,250,000 worth 
of ostrich feathers annually, which equates to 
$140,000,000 in today’s dollars. It was no won-
der that there was so much interest in establish-
ing an ostrich industry in the U.S. 

Ostriches have their feathers clipped every six 
months, usually in February and August. A ma-
ture bird can yield up to 50 feathers per clipping. 
After washing and drying, the feathers were 
worth up to $100.00 per pound to the grower. 
Growers harvested about $50 worth of feathers 
per bird each year.

The Anaheim ostrich farm proved to be a huge 
curiosity to the locals, most of whom had never 
laid eyes on an ostrich before. The mature birds, 
called Camel birds in those days, weighed up 
to 400 pounds and stood about eight feet high. 
As soon as the farm opened, sightseers came 
in droves from Los Angeles on the morning train 
to Anaheim where many of them rented a fast 

team from Lewis City Stables, drove out to the farm and 
returned to Los Angeles on the afternoon train. Some-
times 100 to 150 people made the seven mile trip daily 
on a very sandy road, over the bed of the old Santa Ana 
River and through fields teaming with millions of California 
poppies to reach the farm. 

The numerous visitors soon became a serious annoy-
ance. They destroyed crops, pulled down fences and 
plagued the birds until Mr. Sketchley, the manager, was 
forced to have several of the worst offenders arrested 
and prosecuted. On September 29, 1883, Sketchley 
closed the farm to casual visitors and limited visitations 
to Sundays and Wednesdays as well as charged visitors 
50-cents admission. It was necessary for visitors to first 
purchase a ticket either at the Anaheim Hotel or the office 
of the Anaheim Gazette. 

The ostriches were mortally afraid of dogs and the notice 
in the Gazette regarding the farm closure reflected this, 
bluntly stating, “All dogs brought to the farm will be shot.” 
In January 1884, the birds were enclosed in a tight board 
fence which excluded the ostriches from the view of any 
members of the public without an admission ticket.

In the fall of 1885, Sketchley wanted to return to South Af-
rica to purchase additional birds for the farm. But his tight-
fisted board of directors refused his plan. He then quit, 
found some new investors, and formed a new company 
with a capital stock of $100,000. He was able to travel to 
South Africa on November 14th, where he purchased 65 
mature ostriches, shipping them to Galveston, Texas and 
from there by rail to Los Angeles. The surviving 34 birds 
were moved to a new farm of 680 acres, a part of the Los 
Feliz ranch, on the banks of the Los Angeles River, seven 
miles north of Los Angeles. Sketchley later sold his Los 
Feliz ostrich farm in 1888 and established another farm in 
Red Bluff, California.  When Sketchley resigned as man-
ager at Anaheim his place was taken by an Englishman 
named E.P. Hoyle. Hoyle stayed around only until June 

 Anaheim Ostrich Farm in the mid 1880s.
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1886, when he too left to 
go on a buying trip to South 
Africa. Returning to California 
in March 1887, with 21 birds, 
Hoyle set up his own ostrich 
farm just as Sketchley had 
done the previous year. After 
Hoyle resigned, H.G. Reid 
was hired as superintendent 
but lasted only a short time, 
resigning in September 1886. 
At that time R.J. Northam as-
sumed the acting superinten-
dent position. Fortunately, in 
December 1886, Edward Atherton 
from Cape Town, South Africa arrived at the farm 
looking for employment and was hired as man-
ager. Atherton soon realized that the ranch location 
northwest of Anaheim was too damp for egg nesting 
and convinced superintendent Northam to move 
the birds to a more suitable location. On January 
22, 1887 the birds, then numbering about 60, were 
moved to a new location 2-½ miles northeast of 
Fullerton on a 40-acre farm owned by Northam. The 
present-day location of the Fullerton ostrich farm is 
on the north side of Dorothy Lane, east of Acacia 
Ave. The Acacia school, St. Juliana’s church and a 
housing development now occupy the 40-acre site.

Under Atherton’s management in the new loca-
tion the birds thrived. The flock increased to 100 
by the end of 1887. By the end of 1888 they num-
bered 136 and by mid-1890 nearly 150. In 1891, 
the California Ostrich Farming Company, who had 
always been under capitalized, got into financial 
difficulty. A sheriff’s sale was held on April 8, 1891 
to satisfy a $1500 judgment held by Superintendent 
R.J. Northam. There were then 170 birds on the 
farm, all of which were purchased by Northam. He 
immediately sold 40 of the birds to Edward Caw-
ston of South Pasadena. Atherton was retained as 
manager of the farm. In 1892 Atherton entered into 
partnership with Northam starting with 80 birds, the 
others having been sold. In 1896 Atherton bought 
out Northam’s interest in the birds and fixtures in 
order to become the sole owner of the Fullerton 
Ostrich Farm. He leased the 40-acres from Northam 
and a few years later purchased the land.

Atherton, who had designed his own elaborate 
incubator for hatching duties, continued to increase 
his flock successfully. According to an interview with 

Atherton’s wife in 1949 she 
said at one time the Ather-
ton’s had 105 eggs hatching 
simultaneously. Not having 
room on his 40-acres to sup-
port more than 200 birds 
Atherton sold most of his 
young birds to other breed-
ers, primarily Mr. Cawston in 
South Pasadena.

The flock numbered about 
200 in May 1899 when 
Atherton sold 154 of his 
birds to a New York City 

syndicate composed of ostrich feather manufacturer J.A. 
Stine, feather importer Lewishon Importing & Trading 
Company, and clothing manufacturer Holzman Brothers. 
The syndicate also bought 93 birds from Edward Caw-
ston. They hoped to make ostrich farming a profitable 
business and eliminate the need to import expensive 
feathers from South Africa. Mr. Stine, during a visit to 
California to inspect his holdings, announced plans to 
spend $100,000 acquiring additional land and increas-
ing the number of birds on the Fullerton farm to 1,000. 
Atherton, who retained ownership of around 50 birds, 
continued to manage new owners’ flock. 

The planned expansion of the Fullerton farm, however, 
never happened. The syndicate also The syndicate also 
started an extensive ranch near Phoenix, Arizona but 
soon sold it, plus all of its birds in California, to A.Y. Pear-
son. Over the course of three years the Atherton farm 
supplied about 300 birds to Pearson in Phoenix including 
one shipment in May 1902 that consisted of three car-
loads of birds. In 1902 Atherton purchased an additional 
farm near his Fullerton property. He started planting 
oranges and walnuts on the new property but still contin-
ued to maintain a small herd of several dozen ostriches 
on the original ostrich farm until 1925.

Mr. Cawston was another serious owner in the Orange 
County ostrich industry. He started his farm in South 
Pasadena in 1886. By May 1904 Cawston was look-
ing for an inexpensive breeding ground for his ostriches 
and acquired 220 acres in the La Habra Hills from W.J. 
Hole. He stocked it with 87 breeding birds from his South 
Pasadena farm. The present-day location of his La Habra 
farm is on the east side of North Citrus Drive about six 
miles southeast of Whittier. 

Cawston continued to transfer additional birds from 
South Pasadena to the La Habra until, by the end of 

FULLERTON OSTRICH FARM



 NEXT MONTH  Seal Beach Joy Zone
                           by Tom Pulley

First Mills Act House 
in OC Unincorporated Area

The Edson House, built in 1933, shown below, was 
recently recognized as the first Mills Act house for un-
incorporated areas in Orange County. The house sits 
on a hill in north Tustin that comprises nearly an acre 
on its irregular shaped lot.

The 5,000 square-foot historic residence with red clay 
tile roof is located in Lemon Heights at 2197 E. Lemon 
Heights Drive. Both Royce Edson and his son, Nor-
man Edson, lived in the home for many years. The 
Architectural Style is Spanish Colonial Revival and 
includes a three car garage facility, larger than what 
the Edson family had. 

The area was originally part of Rancho San Antonio, 
a 62,500-acre rancho granted to Jose Antonio Yorba 
in 1801. The land was eventually owned by James 
Irvine and partners. When Edson built the house, only 
13 other homes existed in Lemon Heights and only 
65 homes existed in all of North Tustin. Few buildings 
remain from this period of development, and of those 
that survived have been significantly altered.

In its review, the State Office of Historic Preservation, 
part of the California Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, stated: “The Edson House retains enough of 
its historic character to convey its significance as an 
excellent example of Spanish Colonial Revival style 
architecture constructed in 1933. While the Edson 
House now sits on a now reduced size parcel, it re-
tains the feeling of a grand estate house perched high 
atop the hills of Lemon Heights amidst a setting of 
mature landscaping and is visible from miles away by 
thousands of residents and passerby’s. 

“While integrity of setting is somewhat compromised, 
the Edson House retains high integrity of location, 
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and associa-
tion.”

1908, the flock at La Habra numbered close to 1,000. 
When the soil at the La Habra Hills farm proved inad-
equate to provide the amount of forage needed to feed 
1,000 birds, he bought 200 acres in the Perris Valley, 
four miles west of San Jacinto. In mid-March 1909, he 
closed the farm moving the entire flock from La Habra 
to the new San Jacinto location where he maintained a 
breeding farm until 1914. Several years later, Cawston 
sold his South Pasadena farm and all his birds for a 
reported $1,200,000 and retuned to England.

An ostrich farm also existed for a few years in San 
Juan Capistrano. Catholic priest Alfred Quetu, a na-
tive of Lille France, purchased a 470-acre ranch on 
the Ortega Highway one mile east of the mission in 
1909 where he established a colony of French people. 
Quetu also had an interest in an ostrich farm in Long 
Beach. In February 1913 Quetu stocked his San Juan 
Capistrano farm with 60 birds from the Long Beach 
ostrich farm. 

Almost immediately the birds proved to be more 
trouble than they were worth. The head bird of the 
flock was a troublemaker named Jim Jeffries after 
the heavyweight champion boxer. On April 10, 1913 
Quetu’s friend Father St. John O’Sullivan, the much 
loved priest in charge of the Mission, visited the farm 
to photograph the birds. O’Sullivan not realizing how 
dangerous the ostriches could be entered their pen 
to get close-up shots of the birds. He was attacked 
by Jim Jeffries and was forced to flee for his life. The 
bird kicked the priest numerous times and landed one 
glancing blow before O’Sullivan made his escape. 
Several months later the aggressive bird killed a 125-
pound hog that had gotten into the pen with one kick 
to the head. Several weeks after that, Jim Jefferies 
kicked his mate to death. In 1915, Quetu could not 
meet the payment on a $5,000 note to the Orange 
County Savings & Trust Company and sold the ranch 
and moved back to France. The 60 ostriches were 
presumably returned to the farm in Long Beach.

Prior to the arrival of the automobile as the preferred 
mode of travel, the popular style of women’s hats 
usually included an ostrich plume. With the advent of 
early automobiles, most of which were open-top but 
not quite convertibles, women’s hat styles began to 
change. By the end of World War I in 1918, the de-
mand for ostrich feathers declined. All of remaining 
ostrich farms were forced to either find homes for their 
birds in zoos or to slaughter the birds and sell the meat 
at a price of 15 cents a pound. Thus, the almost 40-
year reign of unique Ostrich farming in Orange County 
came to a close.
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TAKE A SELF-GUIDED TOUR 
OF THREE  EICHLER TRACTS IN ORANGE  
Follow the map below to see all three tracts, Fairmeadows, Fairhaven and Fairhills.  Note our meeting 
place Trinity church above the Fairmeadows tract.   For futher map reference see pages 799 and 800  
of the Thomas Guide.

Map from Chris Jepsen’s  O.C. History Roudup at  http://ochistorical.blogspot.com/2009/04/eichler-
homes-alan-hess-julius-schulman.html

PHOTO BELOW IS IN THE FAIRMEADOWS TRACT.
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O C H S  C A L E N D A R

• BOARD MEETING
• May 7 at Trinity

MAY 14, 2009 MEETING

 • TRINITY EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
    IN THE CITY OF ORANGE
   see map on page 2
 • 7:30 PROGRAM

    Speaker Follows   
Eichler Lines  
by Alan Hess

    

MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC

 Authors’ Night             
June 11Deadline for the June Courier submittal is May 14

.Material may be e mailed to bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net  

                           2008 - 2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

              Greg Rankin                                 949/643-0602 .........

               MYSTERY PHOTO OF THE MONTH     Who are the riders?  Where is this?   
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