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By Tom Pulley

Seal Beach was first estab-
lished as Bay City in 1904 by 
the Bayside Land Company. 

The name was changed to Seal 
Beach on January 24, 1914. Philip 
A. Stanton, president of the Bay-
side Land Co., or ‘P.A.’ as he was 
called, was a promoter determined 
to make Seal Beach a city that 
people would remember. He was 
quoted as saying he had already 
spent half a million dollars and 
he was ready to spend that much 
again. 

On July 22, 1915, the Jewel City 
Amusement Co. was incorporated 
with an authorized capital stock of 
$500,000. It was formed to develop 

a great amusement center at 
Seal Beach. On November 10th 
of that year, the Los Angeles 
Times reported that P.A. Stanton 
and C.I. Lothian, vice-president 
of Bayside Land Co., had signed 
a contract with Frank E. Burt, 
director of concessions and ad-
missions at the Panama-Pacific 
Exposition in San Francisco. 

The company wanted Mr. Burt 
to develop and manage the 
planned amusement center 
along the Seal Beach shore 
frontage. Mr. Burt was given 
the title of General Manager of 
the Bayside Land Company’s 
Amusement Department. It was 
announced that over $1,000,000 
would be spent in making Seal 
Beach, “The Jewel City of the 

 

Read all about it!

Untold Stories Unfold 
At OCHS Authors Night

As Al Jolson once said, “You ain’t 
seen nothing yet.” Orange County 
history buffs should really enjoy 
the June 11th program. The OCHS 
General Meeting features a chance 
to hear from Orange County authors 
about their books. This premiere 
gathering is informative and insight-
ful as seven authors speak about 
historical places and events. The 
meeting will again be held at the 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. 
Canal St. in Orange at 7:30 p.m. 
 
James Newland is the author of 
Cleveland National Forest. He is the 
Supervising Historian and a Manager 
at the State Parks Service Center 
in San Diego. He previously served 
as Historian for the USDA-Forest 
Service’s Cleveland National Forest 
from 1993 to 1995. His academic 
and professional work has allowed 
him to study Southern California land 
use and his book of public agency 
land management offers a brief “cen-
tennial” history, with its evocative 
and interpretive photographs of the 
Cleveland National Forest.

Art and Mary Ellen Goddard have 
combined skills in history, archiving, 
and presentations that led to co-
authoring Early Costa Mesa, a 
collection of facts, vignettes, and 
photos. Art had a 33-year career 
in aerospace and became skilled 
in photography and presentations. 
                              Continued on page 2
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Mary Ellen has been active in the 
Orange County Historical Commis-
sion, Costa Mesa Historical Soci-
ety, and Friends of the Costa Mesa 
Libraries while working as Archives 
Coordinator at UC Irvine. 

When they moved to La Palma 
in 1956, Ron and Elfriede Mac 
Iver were homeowners amidst the 
pioneer dairymen who created the 
town. Ron is a retired manufactur-
ing engineer and Elfriede is a re-
tired bilingual teacher, now at Long 
Beach City College. The conducted 
local research and four binders full 
of past and present photos later, 
they published their book on La 
Palma. 

Susan Deering grew up in Sil-
verado Canyon. She volunteers 
at Silverado Public Library, Irvine 
Regional Park Nature Center, and 
Riverside’s Mission Inn Museum. 
She is also on the Board of the 
Anza Borrego Desert Natural His-
tory Association. She hopes her 
new book, Silverado Canyon, will 
enlighten and delight readers about 
the long colorful history of the Sil-
verado area. 

Since its early village days, Laguna 
Beach has thrived as an art colony, 
beach destination, and scenic 
coastline. By 1918 Laguna’s first 
art gallery opened and in 1932 it 
held its first Festival of the Arts, 
later adding the equally famous 
Pageant of the Masters. Now au-
thor Claire Marie Vogel, a photog-
rapher and antique photo collector, 
as well as the Laguna Beach His-
torical Society and photographer 
James Nordstrom, have compiled 
charming visuals of Laguna Beach 
history

Jan Van Emon, the Villa Park 
Historian, along with some of her 
book committee members, have 
spent several years researching 
and gathering data about Villa 
Park. Now Ms Van Emon has 
finished the polishing of the infor-
mation compiled in the 300-page 
history book about the city of Villa 
Park’s history. The extensive book 
will also be available following her 
presentation on Authors Night.

Robert Carvounas has published 
a book called, “A History of the 
Golden Bear, Huntington Beach.” 

Directions to theTrinity Episcopal Church in 
the city of Orange.
See page 769 of Thomas Bros. Map book.

From the north 57  or 55 exit Lincoln  Ave. 
From Lincoln Ave. turn south onto Canal St. 
continue to the Heim Ave. stop sign, Trinty 
is the second church on the right. from the 
corner.
From the south 57, exit  to the right on Ball, 
(becomes Taft Ave.) left on  N. Glassel, right 
turn on to Meats Ave.
From the south on 55, exit Katella to the left, 
turn right onto Tustin Ave., left onto Meats 
Ave.

about the renowned Huntington 
Beach restaurant and night club. 
Mr. Carvounas is a lifelong Or-
ange County resident, works as 
a sound engineer for KOCE-TV 
as well as a guitarist. The book 
covers the Golden Bear from 
its 1923 start as a Main Street 
café, to its move to Pacific Coast 
Highway in 1929, and finally to its 
closure in 1986

If you are an avid reader of 
Orange County history, Author’s 
Night will provide new books 
to enjoy as well as interesting 
presentations about local places. 
Please join us on Thursday, June 
11th. All authors will have books 
available for sale and signings. 
What better graduation gift?

.

FOR NEW MEMBERS

Authors  continued  

 You have received a member-
ship envelope whether you 
needed one or not. Bulk mail-
ing requires all pieces of mail 
be identical.
Send a gift of membership for 
a friend or pass to an aquain-
tance interested in local history.
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Seal Beach Joy Zone continued from page 1 

Pacific,” which would rival the Los Angeles County 
resort town of Venice.
       In January 1916, all tenants on the ocean front 
property, now designated for the new resort, were 
given notice to vacate immediately. Construction 
soon began with a wooden bulkhead nearly a mile in 
length along the beachfront using 370,000 board feet 
of lumber. On top of the bulkhead was laid a 4,000-
foot long concrete walkway that was 38 feet wide, 
which created a beach promenade. A new 1,865-foot 
pier with a 50x80-foot ‘T’ shaped extension at the 
end was constructed in early 1916. On the end of the 
pier a 65 foot tower was built to hold a battery of 50 
immense searchlights purchased by Burt from the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition. Colored lenses powered 
by electric motors were constantly passed in front of 
the searchlights creating a rainbow colored “scintil-
lator” effect. These light beams could be seen for 20 
miles in all directions.
    The grand attraction was a racing coaster, or roller 
coaster as it was later called, named the ‘Derby.’ 
It was built at a cost of $100,000. It duplicated the 
one erected for the Panama-Pacific Exposition. The 
coaster, located just east of the pier, was two blocks 
in length and extended from 10th to 12th Streets. 
It had a track length of nearly three miles and was 
declared to be the largest, longest, fastest and most 
costly roller coaster on the Pacific Coast.

At the entrance to the pier two huge pavilions were con-
structed. The one on the west side housed the two-story 
Jewel City Café. Considered one of the most exquisite 
dining establishments on the coast, it could seat 500 
people at a time and featured live music by a Venetian 
orchestra. Another novel feature was a large fish tank in 
the center of the restaurant containing freshly caught fish 
and lobsters where the patrons were handed a fish net 
and asked to catch their dinner. It also featured two ga-
zebos on the roof where patrons could enjoy 360-degree 
views of the pier, nearby roller coaster, bathhouse, dance 
pavilion casino, and ‘Joy Zone’ concessions.
        The pavilion on the east side housed a bathhouse 
with a 90x80-foot plunge and 1,000 dressing rooms for 
bathers. Built over the bathhouse were a dance pavilion 
with room for a 30-piece orchestra and also a dance floor 
with a capacity for 800 couples.
         Other features of the Seal Beach Joy Zone were 
an ice skating palace with a 75x150-foot ice rink built 
at a cost of $50,000, two bowling alleys, the two-story 
110x59-foot brick Wilcox Casino, a 40x70-foot brick 
private sanitarium, a ‘House of Mirth,’ or Joy Palace, a 
$50,000 carrousel, or merry-go-round, called the ‘Third 
Degree’ which was touted as the finest ever built in the 
United States and was also a duplicate of the another 
built for the Panama-Pacific Exposition. 
          In addition, there were over 50 concessions with 
sh ows of all kinds, many of them brought from the 
Exposition in San Francisco. It was claimed that the 
Joy Zone had every amusement ever introduced to the 
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Pacific Coast and many that 
premiered in Seal Beach. 
There were scores of classic 
statues, fountains, ornamental 
light standards, and other dec-
orative effects brought from 
the Panama-Pacific Expo. 
Along the beach promenade, 
there were 50 wicker covered 
electric powered auto chairs 
brought from the Expo in San 
Francisco and available for 
patrons to rent. 

Originally scheduled to open 
on April 29, 1916, the Joy 
Zone finally opened, after sev-
eral postponements, on July 
1, 1916. The pomp and ceremony included a parade, a 
band, and a banquet on the pier followed by fireworks. 
Nearly 40,000 people enjoyed the numerous conces-
sions, restaurants and joyful locations of the resort on 
opening day. On July 4th a crowd of 100,000 was re-
ported. Parking spots were available for 4,000 cars and 
the Pacific Electric Red Cars also provided transporta-
tion for thousands of fun seekers. The newly opened 
resort was hailed as the Coney Island of the Pacific.
          The Seal Beach Airport, with seven large aircraft 
hangers and an aviation school, 
was constructed near the Joy 
Zone. The airport was located 
on the corner of Bay Boulevard, 
now Seal Beach Boulevard, 
and Highway 101. All summer, 
noted aviators took passengers 
for trips aloft and also thrilled 
people on the ground with aerial 
displays. One of the most excit-
ing exhibitions was the skydiv-
ing by Joe Boquel. Flying a 
small biplane, Mr. Boquel would 
dive down toward the beach, 
do loop-the-loops out over the 
water and end with a fast dive 
straight toward the beach. 
         Another attraction, which 
drew large crowds, was balloon-
ist Wayne Abbott who, in his hot 
air balloon basket, would drift 
out over the ocean and jump 

into the sea from his high perch. Miss Tiny Broadwick 
also jumped from an airplane at some 3,000 feet of 
elevation and parachuted to the beach.
          Southlanders embraced the joyful setting with 
its patronage. The Seal Beach Joy Zone continued to 
thrive through the roaring 20’s. Beginning in 1929 with 
the Great Depression, however, the diving economy 
brought a change of pace. With unemployment as 
high as 25% in Southern California, attendance in the 
1930’s dropped dramatically. 

     In March 1935, the Seal 
Beach City Council voted to have 
the roller coaster removed. The 
City also took action to have 
all the Joy Zone buildings con-
demned. In March 1936, the 
roller coaster and other buildings 
of the Joy Zone, including the 
Jewel Café and the extensive 
pier were all demolished. The old 
pier was later rebuilt, but the Joy 
Zone was replaced by an exclu-
sive subdivision. 
          By 1937, the entertain-
ing amusements, in and around 
the Seal Beach Joy Zone, were 
all gone. This left residents and 
former customers with nothing 
but fond memories of the Coney 
Island of the West.

-Tom Pulley

 “
     The Derby”                                                        Photos gift from Tom Pulley
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O C H S  C A L E N D A R

•  Board Meeting
•  -June 4 at Trinity

JUNE 11, 2009 MEETING

 • Trinity Episcopal Church in the           
city of Orange
   see map on page 2
 • 7:30 PROGRAM
    
AUTHORS’ NIGHT  
 
SEPT. 10 Meeting at Sherman 
Library and Gardens

Crystal Cove
               by Laura Davick
followed by TOUR on Sat, Sept. 
12 see last page for details. 

                           2008 - 2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

May’s Mystery Photo

The May Mystery Photo was taken at the Trabuco 
Adobe. I suspect the horsemen are members of 
El Viaje de Portolá, as this is one of the spots 
they placed plaques during their rides across Or-
ange County over the last 46 years.

The Trabuco Adobe began as an outpost of Mis-
sion San Juan Capistrano. The oldest portion 
dates back to around 1806, 
according to Jim Sleeper.  
The adobe was later the 
headquarters of the Rancho 
Trabuco, first granted to 
Santiago Argüello in 1841.. 
The old building was last 
occupied by sheepherders 
around 1900, and by the 
1920s was already in a sorry 
shape. The old building was 
last occupied by sheepherd-
ers around 1900, and by the 
1920s was already in a sorry 
shape. Trabuco, first granted 
to Santiago Argüello in 1841. 
The ruins – now enclosed – 

are located near the south end of Arroyo
Vista, near the entrance to the Tijeras Creek Golf 
Club. This is part of the Arroyo Trabuco out of 
O’Neill Park and is an interesting hike if you come 
in along the creek. The Viaje plaque commemo-
rates Portolá’s 1769 campsite where one of his 
soldiers lost his blunderbuss (trabuco) and gave 
the area its name.

– Phil Brigandi
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

OCHS Planning Crystal Cove Trip
Saturday, September 12, 2009

The OCHS has made special arrangements for a tour 
of the Crystal Cove Historic District on Saturday of 
September 12th. The tour will be led by Laura Davick, 
the Founder of Crystal Cove Alliance, a group that was 
instrumental in saving the cottages for public use. There will also be a 

plein air painting demonstration by Pamela Panattoni, one of the Park Store artists, if we have 
enough attendees. Ms Davick will also be signing her book about the cottages at the conclu-
sion of the tour.

If the OCHS gets enough signups for the tour we will go with our group at 1 p.m., if not, we will 
be part of the public group at 10 a.m. The tour is a 2-hour walking trip and ends at the store. 
Tours are free, but parking at the State Park is $10 for all day. 

Reservations are required for this special event!

Reservations for this program can be made by contacting Carolyn Schoff, OCHS webmaster, 
at ochsschoff@aol.com or calling 714-469-9463.


