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OCHS SEPTEMBER MEETIING

The OCHS will continue it’s 91th year
by taking its show on the road! After
the Summer hiatus, we will start

our next program season on Thurs-
day, September 10, at the Sherman
Library and Gardens in Corona del
Mar. It is located at 2647 East Pacific
Coast Highway (biggest cross street
is MacArthur, see map pg. 2)

The gathering will begin with the
traditional pot luck appetizer or des-
sert buffet offered for members and
guests around 6:30 p.m. If you are
attending, please bring a dessert or
appetizer for six.

An informal tour of the beautiful
gardens will be offered at 6:30 p.m.
Those festivities will then be fol-
lowed by our first Fall meeting, which
will be held at 7:30 p.m. The guest
speaker will be Laura Davick, founder
of the Crystal Cove Alliance, which

First Car to go Coast Route from LA to San Diego
by Tom Pulley

While cruising casually to San
Diego on Interstate 5, did you ever
wonder what the drive was like 100
years ago? It was an adventure just
to get there without breaking down
or getting stuck en route. In fact May
4, 1904 was when the first car sur-
vived the trek down the coast from
Los Angeles to San Diego. It was a
fascinating journey that took almost
10 hours to complete. The headline
in the Los Angeles Times May 8,
1904, edition proudly proclaimed the
record.

“Auto Record Along Coast
First Car Through There To
San Diego”

The following account of that first jour-
ney is from the Times article.

helped save some of gejow right: 2006 Crystal Cove tour by OCHS

the quaint cottages
for public use.

Crystal Cove Alliance is a non-profit
organized to protect and preserve
the Crystal Cove State Park Historic
District, situated on a beautiful 3.2-
mile stretch of undeveloped Thirteen
of the 46 Crystal Cove cottages are
now restored for overnight stay. An
Educational Museum is also planned.
The Historic District is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places
and won the 2007 Governor’s His-
toric Preservation Award.

Hope you can make it!
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FIRST THROUGH ALONG
COAST

No touring car automobile had
until last week succeeded in
going along the coast from this
city to San Diego. Many had
gone as far as Oceanside and
San Luis Rey by being helped
over the sand at San Onofre,
and then had gone inland
twenty-three miles to Escon-
dido.

A.P. Worthington of Cleve-
land O., who has spent the
winter in this city and Pasa-
dena, and who took part in the
world-famed endurance run
last October, when 70-odd au-
tomobiles entered at New York
for the long trip to Pittsburgh

Continued on page 3
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We Get Letters . . .

About 1965-67, my husband and | lived in an historic adobe rented
from the Kraemer family. It was in the middle of their orange or-
chard. A few years ago, | drove by looking for it and couldn’t find it.
No one seemed to know what | was talking about. Could you tell
me what happened to the historic adobe? JoAnne

Hello JoAnne,

| believe that you are referring to the Ontiveros Adobe. Built in
1841, it was the home of Juan Pacifico Ontiveros. In 1857 the

Los Angeles Vineyard Society’s pioneers of Anaheim purchased
1,165 of the 35,970 acre Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa Ana.
The Vineyard’s land is where Anaheim was built. In 1865, part of
the rancho became the home of Daniel Kraemer who, that year,
purchased 3,900 acres (including the adobe) from August Langen-
berger, the brother in-law of the Ontiveros. The price was $4600.
The adobe was located on what is now Crowther Avenue west of
Kraemer Boulevard. Unfortunately, this first and oldest structure
built in Placentia was destroyed in 1979 to make room for develop-
ment. An historic marker has been placed near where the adobe
once stood. | have attached a photograph of the adobe.

Best regards, Ken Leavens, Historian, OCHS
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James Jessen Friis, 1928-2009

J. J. Friis, a long-time member and past
president of the Orange County Historical
Society, passed away in July at age 81
after a stroke. The OCHS Board of Direc-
tors are deeply saddened by Mr. Friis’
death and offer sincere empathy to his
wife Harriett, who will continue to serve
on the Board.

J.J. was active for many years in Orange
County historical and musical organi-
zations. He was born in Santa Ana on
March 1, 1928, the son of Leo Jessen
Friis and Lena Jane Carlson Friis, who
came to California from lowa in the
1920s. The family lived in Anaheim for
many years.

With his father, J.J. founded Friss-Pio-
neer Press in Santa Ana, a firm noted
for publishing books on Orange County
history. He served  -several terms as
president of the Orange County Historical
Society, as well as the Old Courthouse
Museum Society, and was a member
of the Anaheim Historical Society, the
Orange Community Historical Society,
and the Historical Society of Southern
California.

Music was a favorite hobby as well and
Jim played drums, piano, and organ upon
graduation from Anaheim High School

in 1946. He graduated from Pomona
College in 1951 with a degree in music
composition. Friis was a leader in the
Musical Arts Club of Orange County,
Santa Ana Community Concerts, and was
a past dean of the Orange County Chap-
ter of The American Guild of organist.

He served as organist (and sometimes
choirmaster) of several local churches.

Memorial donations may be made to
Trinity Episcopal Church, Orange; the
American Diabetes Association; or the
Charitable Foundation of the Native Sons
of the Golden West, c/o Santa Ana Parlor,
14932 Gainford Circle, Irvine, CA 92604.
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First Car to go Coast Route continued from page 1

through Buffalo and Cleveland, dwindled to 17
at the finish and only seven won medals, decid-
ed to make the run from here to San Diego over
the coast route in spite of its being declared
impossible for a touring car.

From his experience in the Catskills, on the
island of Cuba, and touring through Ohio and
adjourning states, Mr. Worthington choose his

mile run to Santa Ana was 88 minutes, an average
speed of nearly 30 miles an hour. The stop at Santa
Ana was only long enough to register, to eliminate
any doubt as to a record.

The road from Santa Ana through Tustin and the
great San Joaquin barley ranch to Capistrano, is
about 35 miles, and is very good much of the way.
It is a beautiful ride and at this season particu-
larly delightful. The time made by the car was 77
minutes (elapsed time). Three minutes was lost
at Santa Ana and a minute in the hills to photo-
graph the party.

From Capistrano is a 30-mile run to San Luis
Rey, over the new long grade, and stiff work was
looked for in sand spots and fords. To be laid up
in the Las Flores Rancho, with only one house
in over 20 miles, would mean failure in record-
breaking, as well as a great inconvenience. Only
six minutes were lost at the mission town, and a
light lunch was put into the tonneau for the next

A 1904 Stearns Touring Car. This might have been similar long pull.

to Mr. Worthington’s car.

Stearns motor car, although he had a car of the
popular French type at his disposal, and his old
car had been pounded over 15,000 miles.

Mr. Worthington, with three guests, left the
Times Building at 8:10 a.m. Wednesday, and at
a few minutes before 6 p.m., the big yellow-
and-black motor car passed the San Diego
County Courthouse, having covered the whole
145 miles on her own power, making all the
fords, grades, and sand stretches, including
two hours eaten up at various stops, in some
nine and three-quarters hours.

With Mr. Worthington, owner of the large
automobile, were W.C. Schroeder of Cleve-
land, who has thrice defeated Barney Oldfield;
Charles Fuller Gates and W.C. Harrington of Los
Angeles.

The run to Santa Ana was made in two hours
and 14 minutes. This was good time, although
a stop was made at a garage on Ninth Street
to put on a rubber boot to protect the machin-
ery and chain from dust, which stop wasted 23
minutes, and another stop near Downey to put
in new batteries, which took ten minutes. The
next time the car was under motion on the 40-

Flying out of Capistrano a fowl was killed and
only slowing down saved the lives of sundry dogs
and calves. The motorists were greatly surprised to
find that the bad sand strip at San Juan by the Sea
had been surfaced with rotten rock. The ford in
Christianitos Canyon was also safe, the water not
being over eight inches deep.

SAN ONOFRE’S SANDS.

The old mission trail, El Camino Real, is fairly
plainly marked at this point, and from the ford
to the 200 yards of awful sands at San Onofre has
never been improved. The much-dreaded sand at
San Onofre has never before been gone over in a
big car without the aid of horses, and it was the
worst thing on the whole trip. A section boss, who
lives near the sand, has made many a $5 fee by
spreading burlap sacks over the whole sand strip
for light cars to cross upon.

The heavy car under the careful handling of Al
Worthington, pulled through all this beach sand,
although every pound of the 32 horsepower was
needed, and the five-inch-thick tires seemed even
too thin. Arroyo San Onofre is a dry stream, as the
name indicates, at least most of the year, and was
so at this time, but the ford was of deep sand,
and the way the car went through that sand was a
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source of pride to the three experienced mo-
torists aboard.

The road beyond San Onofre has been much
changed in two years, having been moved up
the mesa from a few yards to a half mile to
make safer crossings and easier grades. The old
road to the Oceanside ford of the San Luis Rey
River is practically abandoned. Last year two
automobiles were abandoned overnight in this
ford.

Finally the road leaves the mesa, cuts through
the hills and over a well-made grade of several
miles in length, debouches into a pretty inland
valley, far from the sea. This is a great im-
provement in scenery, and gives a new charm
to this link between missions, which will prob-
ably be acceptable to all El Camino enthusi-
asts.

These long grades bring the traveler into the
Santa Margarita Valley and the ford of the river
of that name is particularly nasty. This can be
partly avoided by going down stream a ways.

Beyond the river the climb over Wire Moun-
tains into the valley of San Luis Rey River is
up a very steep and winding grade and down a
dark canyon. Those who know, go up the river
to the steel bridge, and thus come out a mile
above the ford and close to the San Luis Rey
mission.

Oceanside was reached at 2:53 O’clock,
and here a supply of gasoline was taken, pic-
tures snapped, soda water enjoyed and the
log ornamented with the postmaster’s stamp,
showing the time and only 14 minutes wasted.
The net running time between Capistrano and
Oceanside was less than two and a half hours,
an average speed of 15 miles an hour, very fast
over that road.

From Oceanside to San Diego is 42 miles,
half of it good road. The rest is bad, some as
bad as bad can be. No real public road exists
for ten miles at least, the people taking to the
beach. This is why automobile users have never
gone over this part of the coast route before.

Some newly-improved roads and some heavy
sand made it necessary to crawl along by inch-
es. But finally the mountain road at Sorrento
was reached, and that grade, which is nearly
three miles long, was a pleasure compared to

Pictured here
is a sample of
early roads out
of San Diego.
This one is to
the Imperial

Valley.

the awful going all the way beyond Encinitas
and, in fact, from back at Carlsbad.

Down Rose Canyon good time was made for
the first time after leaving South Oceanside, and
from Sorrento to San Diego close to 30 miles an
hour was the average. After reaching Old Town,
no attempt to make speed was essayed, San
Diego having a speed ordinance the same as Los
Angeles.

SETS THE RECORD

At exactly 5:55 O’clock the big car pulled up
in front of the San Diego Cycle and Arms Com-
pany, at E and Forth streets, and the log was
signed for the last time.

The 145 miles had been gone over inside of
nine and three-quarters hours, and the net time
was two hours less. The time made will likely be
the record for some time to come, and any kind
of an automobile which gets through inside of
one day on this route will have made a better
record than has yet been scored on any of the
endurance runs in the Eastern U.S.

Thursday afternoon the car pulled out from
San Diego for the return trip to Los Angeles.
The inland route, which is 175 miles long, was
chosen, and the run to Escondido in two hours
and ten minutes elapsed time was yet another
new record. On the new grade above Pala, the
outside wheels slipped off the bank, and the
car, which weighs 3100 pounds, hung in a peril-
ous position over an hour, before the road could
be cut away, and the car leveled. As there is a
sheer drop of over 500 feet there, it was a nar-
row escape.

In the early morning Friday, A.P. Worthington
and his guests choo-chooed into Los Angeles
after a night ride of 185 miles.

(End of L.A. Times article)
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OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
* Sept. 3 at Trinity

SEPT 10, 2009 MEETING

» Sherman Library and Gardens

see map on page 2
6:30 DESSERT POTLUCK
+ 7:30 PROGRAM

Crystal Cove

by Laura Davick
followed by TOUR on Sat,
Sept. 12 see last page for
details.

Oct. 8 Program

OC History Full of Disasters
by Vicki Osborn, Orange County
Sheriff's Department

Mystery Photo. The sign on the motel reads DOHENY PALISADES. We would like any additional infor-
mation such as, road names, approximate date, etc..

1

Photo from Richard Vining
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OCHS Planning Crystal Cove Trip
Saturday, September 12, 2009

@

CRYSTAL COVE
ALLIANCE

Where we Preserve the Past,
Enjoy the Present and
Educate for the Future

The OCHS has made special arrangements for a tour of the Crystal
Cove Historic District on Saturday of September 12th. The tour will be led by Laura Davick,
the Founder of Crystal Cove Alliance, a group that was instrumental in saving the cottages for
public use. There will also be a plein air painting demonstration by Pamela Panattoni, one of
the Park Store artists, if we have enough attendees. Ms Davick will also be signing her book

about the cottages at the conclusion of the tour.

The tour is a 2-hour walking trip and ends at the store. Tours are free, but parking at the State

Park is $10 for all day.

Questions about this tour can be made by contacting Carolyn Schoff, OCHS webmaster, at

ochsschoff@aol.com or calling 714-469-9463.




