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T he Encyclopedia Britan-
nica Company, acting 
through a Chicago 

attorney, came to Huntington 
Beach in 1914 looking for 
the cheapest land they could 
find in order to subdivide 
the property into small lots. 
They did this not to become 
involved in the real estate 
business, but to give the lots 
away. The lots were to be 
added as bonuses to anyone 
who purchased a set of their 
Students Reference Ency-
clopedia. Those books were 

a special edition of approxi-
mately 12 volumes and they 
normally sold for $125. 

So the EB Company purchased 
seven 5-acre tracts from the 
Huntington Beach Company 
for $200 per acre.  At the time, 
the tracts were the worst pos-
sible ones that could be found 
and they were located some 
two plus miles from the shore-
line. They were on hillsides 
and in canyons. In fact, some 
of them were almost vertical as 
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October Meeting

Japanese Role Notable
In County Agriculture

Have you ever wondered how 
food goes from planting to 

fruition?  And who helped im-
prove the process and stock?  If 
so, then we have a full plate for 
you at the OCHS General Meeting 
on October 8th at 7:30 p.m.  Our 
expert speaker will be Stephanie 
George, an archivist for the Cen-
ter for Oral and Public History at 
Cal State University, Fullerton. 
   
Mrs. George will discuss the 
Orange County Japanese Ameri-
can community, which was 
her topic of the inaugural (and 
award-winning) exhibition 
entitled “Sowing Dreams, 
Cultivating Lives: Nikkei 
Farmers in Pre-World War 
II Orange County” at the 
Orange County Agricul-
tural and Nikkei Heritage 
Museum located on the 
Fullerton Arboretum. 
The exhibit documented 
a historic tale about the 
immigration to and estab-
lishment of the Orange 
County Japanese Ameri-
can community. Her talk 
and slide presentation 
will highlight innovative 
and important contribu-
tions of the Japanese 

Photo courtesy of Stephanie George
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American farmers to agricul-
ture in the county.

A native Orange Countian, Mrs 
George administers 4,500 oral 
histories collections, artifacts, 
personal papers, and pho-
tographs on Orange County 
and Southern California at the 
University.  She has been a 
consultant for several Orange 
County historical societies, 
cities, as well as museums 
on developing, managing and 
interpreting oral history proj-
ects.  

We hope you will come and 
hear how the Japanese farm-
ers helped OC agriculture 
grow and how their commu-
nity grew before World War II.  
As usual, the General Meeting 
will be held at 7:30 p.m., on 
Thursday, October 8th, at the 
Trinity Episcopal Church situ-
ated at 2400 N. Canal Street in 
Orange.  The gathering will be 
held in Armstrong Hall, which 
is towards the back of the 
parking lot. 

  Continued from page 1
Mystery 
Photo 
Solved

         The mystery photo from last month is “Dana Villa By the Sea,” 
a two-story stucco and red-tile Deluxe Motor Inn complex that had 
38 single, double and triple furnished apartments and a total of 82 
rooms. The Dana Villa was designed by Charles A. Hill and built in 
1927 by William D. Moore. It was located at the southern end of Dana 
Point, at the entrance to Dana Point harbor.The site is still on Pa-
cific Coast Highway. It was Dana Point’s first motel. Each unit had a 
telephone, wall heaters, a kitchenette, gas stove and electric refrig-
erator, and a tiled bathroom. Most units also had a private locked 
garage. It also featured a restaurant and a Union Oil service station.
 
             The first owner of the Dana Villa was R.W. Quackenbush. 
He sold the property in 1956 to Robert Folgner for $250,000. In the 
1980’s and 90’s Folgner tried unsuccessfully, as did his son Gary, 
to get planning permission to tear down the old motel and erect a 
multi-story hotel. After sitting vacant for years, the buildings were 
demolished in 2000. The 1.6 acre property is now a vacant lot on the 
southwest corner of Pacific Coast Highway and Dana Point Harbor 
Drive.
 
         The Doheny Palisades sign in the photo was a real estate 
developer’s advertisment  promoting a 1000-acre property develop-
ment. In the photo’s upper right hand corner you can see the 125-
foot high Richfield Tower and its service station. One of the first of 
three dozen such towers erected 50 miles apart by Atlantic Richfield. 
The Dana Point tower was dismantled in 1971. The road heading 
inland in the upper left corner was McKinley Avenue and now Del 
Obispo Street.
                                                                       Information from Tom Pulley
                                                     also identified by Joe and Jorice Maag

From Lee Goode, Editor of The Journal, San Juan Capistrano Historical 
Society
The street in front of the motel is Pacific Coast Highway and the 
dirt road coming in at the top is Del Obispo Street when it was still 
a country lane. The Richfield sign was used as a beacon for aircraft 
and ships and stands about where Carl Jr’s is today. The new entry 
archway to Dana Point is at the end of the old motel which was also 
a well known bar a few years back. 

Have you forgotten to 
renew your membership 
for 2009 to June 2010 ?
 
Check your mailing label 
on this issue.  
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they were situated on the 
sides of gullies. 

The acreage for the “Ency-
clopedia lots” was located 
to the north of present day 
Ellis Avenue and between 
Edwards and Goldenwest 
Streets, just south of Hun-
tington Central Park. The 
encyclopedia company 
plotted the 5-acre tracts 
into 60 lots each measur-
ing 25x112-feet, amounting 
to a total of 420 lots. 

A lively business in en-
cyclopedia sales was 
conducted throughout the 
states situated between 
Ohio and Utah when it be-
came known that the oily-
tongued agents for the 
books were giving away 
free beach home sites 
with each $125 purchase. 
It was not long before they had made 
enough sales to give away all the lots 
except five. The new lot owners were 
dismayed to discover that Hunting-
ton Beach was just a small town 
and that their “beach lots” were, in 
fact, miles from the breakers. Conse-
quently, most of the original owners 
neglected to pay the taxes on the lots 
and the Huntington Beach residents 
began buying them as an invest-
ment. Most of the lots were gobbled 
up at the yearly tax sale for sums 
amounting to just $15 apiece.

In 1919, the economic climate in Hun-
tington Beach began to change. Drill-
ing for oil started in the beach town 
and by 1920 the first oil was struck. 
After the first oil well was brought in, 
there was a scramble for leases and 
the encyclopedia tracts seemed to be 
directly in the path of oil well sites. 

                        Michael Goulding The Orange County Register
One of the oddly shaped parcels of land given to encyclopedia buyers 
in the early 20th century.

Map showing the location of the lots from The Orange County Reg-
ister, March 13, 2009.
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County Supervisor Tom Talbert, recognizing an 
opportunity, organized a syndicate with four oth-
er Orange County men. Talbert wrote letters to 
every encyclopedia lot owner and the syndicate 
was able to purchase 33 lots ranging in price 
from $5 to $15 apiece. The Reliance Oil Compa-
ny and Globe Petroleum Corporation both sent 
land agents throughout the Midwest to find other 
owners of the encyclopedia lots and lease their 
lots. Each company succeeded in leasing about 
15 acres of the gift lots. These were bunched 
into community leases and in 1922 up to a dozen 
wells were drilled on the leased properties.

Globe’s Encyclopedia No. 3 had an initial pro-
duction of 4,000 barrels a day and the other 
wells were proportionally as good. In 1923 the 
lots, which just a few years before could be 
bought for $15 or less, were suddenly worth 
about $2000 apiece. Lot owners were being paid 
royalties of $60 to $150 per month. From 1922 

to 1952, the Talbert syndicate had netted about a 
quarter of a million dollars in royalties. This was 
quite remarkable in view of the fact that Talbert 
and his four associates had invested only $100 
each in the venture.

To update this historical event, the City of Hun-
tington Beach has been trying to buy all the lots 
for the past 20 years as they are too small to be 
built on. The City is hoping to use them as park-
ing or green space. In that time frame, the city 
had purchased 248 of the encyclopedia lots.  
Fifteen years ago, the lots were selling for nearly 
$13,000. The City’s last completed purchase was 
made in December, 2008, when it bought three 
parcels for $18,500 each. That leaves barely over 
50 of the infamous “Encyclopedia lots” still in 
private ownership.

    

Thomas B. Talbert’s real estate office. After moving to Huntington Beach in 1904, he became a very successful 
real estate agent and business man, active in city government.  At one time according to Historical Volume and 
Reference Works III edited by Talbert, there were as many as 52 real estate agents in Huntington Beach.
                                                                                                                                                      OCHS photo
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O C H S  C A L E N D A R
•   Board Meeting
     Oct. 1 at Trinity

OCT. 8, 2009 MEETING

Trinity Episcopal Church  
2400 N. Canal Street, Orange

 •    7:30 PROGRAM
Japanese Role Notable
In County Agriculture

   
  by Stephanie George
            

November Program
To be announced

                           2009 - 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

This month we have two photos for which we are looking for additional and personal 
experience information. Have you seen them, heard of them or been there?

ABOVE:
Shirley Beeman and her Beeman Bros. 
Cowboy Band and their own trick horse, 
“Beauty” featured entertainers at Knott’s 
Berry Place

BELOW: 
   Mar Casa apartments, Balboa. This postcard is 
dated 1937
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.  
Still only $20  

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M    October 2009

NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE__________________e MAIL ____________________

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


