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Next Program

On 1938 Flood

At the November 12th General
Meeting Eddie Castro, a mem-
ber of the Santa Ana Canyon
Historical Council, Yorba Linda
Historical Society, and the
Placentia Historical Committee,
will speak on the devastating
1938 flood. Having survived the
infamous event firsthand, Mr.
Castro is qualified to present
the subject matter.

Although Orange County en-
dured many calamities, none
were as severe as the 1938
flood. The flooding began on
March 3rd after five days of
rain. At midnight, the Santa Ana
River burst through its banks
and those who survived remem-

Pre-Disney Entertainment

Dutton’s Jungle Gardens
By Tom Pulley

ack Dutton and his wife
J Dorothy loved chimpan-

zees. In fact, they were
so fond of chimps that they
kept three of them as pets at
their home in Anaheim. Their
favorite was Jerry, an African
chimp, who joined the family
in 1950 at the age of two. And
when he joined the family, he
literally “joined the family.”
Dorothy Dutton accomplished
this unusual feat by “human-
izing” Jerry. She taught him
to live in their home as a child

Buena Park in 1938 flood

OCHS Photo

would. He quickly learned to
brush his own teeth, take his
own bath, shampoo his hair,
and use the toilet facilities cor-
rectly. Jerry slept in his own
bed, dressed himself and ate
his meals at the table with the
rest of the family. He was like a
celebrity and appeared on many
television shows in the early
1950’s.

Realizing they would need more
space for their animals, in 1950
the Dutton’s bought an orange

Continued on page 3
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ber waking to a rumble from the
coming catastrophe. An 8-foot
wall of water crumpled bridges,
twisted railroad tracks, and
pushed cars, tractors, and even
homes out of its way.

Nearly 60 people died with many
more injured. There was dam-
age to over 1,500 north Orange
County residences.

The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
and will be held at the Trinity
Episcopal Church at 2400 N.
Canal Street in Orange. The

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

speech and DVD production will be held in
Armstrong Hall, which is towards the back
of the parking lot.

If that wets your whistle, then please come
to our General Meeting at the usual spot on
Thursday, November 12th at 7:30 p.m. That
night we will hear about Mr. Castro’s expe-
rience with Orange County consequential
flood in 1938. We hope to see you there —
barring any heavy rain.

PHOTO INFORMATION
provided by Tom Pulley
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The Beeman Brothers appeared with the

Paul Whiteman orchestra, Kay Kyser, Ted Lewis,

Roy Rogers and a host of others in the 1930’s

and 40’s. They performed numerous times on the

National Barn Dance and worked with Tex Ritter
for several seasons. They once played a special

request for President Franklin D. Roosevelt.They
were guest performers on Stuart Hamlin’s KFWB

radio broadcasts in the 1940’s.Stuart Hamlin’s
song “Out on the Texas Plains” was sung by the
Beeman Brothers.

In 1954 band manager and head fiddler, Billy
Beeman formed his own western band “The
Wagonmasters” who put on over 9,000 shows
in Ghost Town’s Wagon Camp at Knotts Berry
Farm.

Billy Beeman and his brother Bobby, also a
former member of the Beeman Brothers, were a
major force in the creation of the Western Mu-
sic Association and in 1998 Billy Beeman was
elected to the Western Music Hall of Fame.

Francelia Goddard, 1907-2009
Mrs. Goddard was the widow of Allen Goddard of
Santa Ana and was 102 when she died in September.
She was a friend of the OCHS and a retired Librarian
and College Instructor. Mrs. Goddard, the daughter
of William and Adena Harvey Sheldon, was born in
Glenside, PA. Her father died before she was one and
when Francelia was three, her mother was remarried
to George Chittenden. Mrs. Goddard lived in Boston,
Vermont, and New York as a child.

Francelia became an Orange Countian in 1933, when
she married Allen W. Goddard. Allen died a week
before their 56th wedding anniversary. She and Allen
wrote numerous articles about Santa Ana history.
They copyrighted the book “Santa Ana’s 100 Years,”
which they wrote with others. They also wrote the
Santa Ana chapter for the book “A Hundred Years of
Yesterdays.” Over the years, Mr. and Mrs. Goddard
donated many historical items and photographs to
the Orange County Historical Society, including let-
ters written by Allen to Francelia, before their mar-
riage, about the 1933 Earthquake. These historical
treasures enhanced our library and newsletters and
for we will be eternally grateful for their generosity.

Mrs. Goddard was a member of the OCHS, the Santa
Ana Historical Preservation Society, and the First
Presbyterian Church, as well as having served as an
officer in the Orange County Librarians Association.
Honorary donations in her name may be given to the
Red Cross or the Salvation Army.
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Mar Casa apartments. The building is located at
1310 S. Bay Front on Balboa Island. The building dates
to World War | and was built for the Pasadana Presbyte-
rian church. It was originally used for christian education
work, then as a summer camp for girls and is now used
for retreats.
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Dutton’s Jungle Gardens continued from page 1
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Date of photograph is sometime after 1961. The AKUA Motor Hotel ( lower right corner) opened in 1961 west of

the Palms Restaurant ad Dutton’s Jungle Gardens Photos a gift from Tom Pulley
grove on the southwest corner of Orangetho- 2 a.m. daily. Some 25,000 to 30,000 people a month
rpe and Raymond Avenues in Anaheim. They visited the gardens in the years before Disneyland

had the orange trees removed and started con- opened in 1955.
verting the 7-plus acre property into a tropi-
cal paradise. They brought in and planted 512
palm trees as well as tropical foliage of every
shape, color, and texture. They named

it Dutton’s Jungle Gardens. Jerry, the “humanized” chimpanze

The Duttons started with a snack bar at the en-

trance to the jungle which was soon replaced with

the Palms Restaurant featuring American, Polyne-

sian and Cantonese

___ food, a buffet

' lunch and a bar

which featured

¥5 Polynesian drinks
~ and had live mu-

. sic and dancing

. every Friday and

- Saturday night.

Also on weekends

during the sum-

mer they offered

- Hawaiian Luau’s

in the jungle

grounds for up

Rambling wide-paved walks guided
visitors and tourists around the flam-
boyant jungle settings. They built an
aviary and filled it with 500 brightly-
hued birds native to jungles through-
out the world. They also had a private
zoo featuring their own pet chimps:
Jerry, Joe and Punky. They also had
nine spider monkeys, two gibbon
apes, snakes, elephants, bears, lions,
ostriches and deer. With its entrance
on Orangethorpe Ave., the Jungle
Gardens opened to the public in

October, 1952. Hours were 11a.m. to
Continues on page 4
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1970 to 1974, which cost him time and
money. The increased food bills for his
animals and liability insurance premi-
ums, as well as other financial prob-
lems drove Dutton into debt and forced
him to declare bankruptcy in February,

. 1974.
E. ORANGETHORPE
ANAHEIM - . .
' %  Unfortunately, Dutton failed to file a
TROPICAL » ZO0 * GARDENS \f;;‘,*" plan of arrangements and his bank-
THE PALMS .. A Dverior Asstaurant % ruptcy claim was dismissed on January

JUNGLE SHOP .... Gifts - Jewelr s
HOUSE BEAUTIFUL .. BoautySolon NORRIS” e Sp ~se 23, 1976. Dutton had kept the Jungle

IWIIES/”WTEDM MOTEL + SHOPS - MEDICAL-DENTAL OFFICES Etc. = * ‘ Gardens and Palms Restaurant open
through the bankruptcy proceedings,
—e "o but finally on May 17, 1976, he was

forced to close for good.

to 700 people with Hawaiian boys serving native The once beautiful and enthralling
dishes in a completely realistic atmosphere with ~ Property sat vacant for several years before being
island music and entertainment. A Jungle Gift sold. Today the Orangethorpe Plaza industrial

Shop, Beauty Shop and Barber Shop were added  Park occupies the site.
later. Leases from the restaurant and shops

helped the Dutton’s defray part of the ‘
$25,000 annual cost of maintaining
the Jungle Gardens and Zoo.

In Anaheim Visit %

DUTTON'S

JUNGLE ¥
GARDENS*

home of the famous

The Zoo and Gardens attracted many
families glad to see wild animals

up close. Unfortunately, it also at-
tracted the wrong kind of people.
Animals were stolen. One day Dutton
had to vault a high fence and pull a
three-year old boy, unharmed, from
the lion’s cage where his parents

had placed him so he could pet the
animal. Another time someone broke
the glass at the snake house and
released a diamondback rattler into
the grounds. A series of lawsuits over
scratches and animal bites led Dut-
ton to modify the zoo. He had to sell
all of the more dangerous animals.
He also rebuilt and strengthened all
of the cages. Not to keep the animals
away from the people - but to keep the
people away from the animals.

Dutton, who had been on the Ana-

Supneme Amevican & Cantoncse Foads
heim City Council since 1962, served

four terms as Anaheim’s mayor from Advertisment Brochure for the Jungle Gardens ad Palms Restaurant
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OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
November 5 at Trinity

NOV. 12, 2009 MEETING

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal Street, Orange

7:30 PROGRAM
The 1938 Flood

Speaker Eddie Castro

DECEMBER Program
AUTHOR”S NIGHT

RECESSION BONUS
FEATURED BOOK FOR SALE

Special Price $25.00
plus $5.00 if you want it shipped

A Savings of $15.00 off regular price

The Orange Blossoms
50 Years of Growth in Orange County

Hardcover, 9 1/2 x 11 with 360 pages,
published in 2000 with bibliography and index.
John Sorenson, editor.

Diann Marsh, photo editor.

Part One is divided into four significant aspects of
people’s lives: Arts by Nora Horn, Architecture by
Diann Marsh, Transportatopn by Steve Donaldson
and Economics by John Sorsenson. Each section
assigned to a writer who was challenged to explore
the topic and uncover interesting stories of how these
common themes found their unique expressions in
Orange County. Behind the dates and statistics that
often overwhelm a conventional history book is a
compelling narrartive of the county’s people, their pas-
sions and their productivity.

Part Two is devoted to a exploration of Orange Coun-
ty’s diversity. The story of the county is divided into

A ,uaRBOR

See John
Sorenson to
place your
order
i — W " 949/
— 559-5668

three main sec-
tions, each with two
_ subsections, based
on geographical

From page 51.ElToro opened in August 1942|ocation. Six of the
and closed in July 1999.

county’s top his-
torical writers were
chosen to contribute to this part of the book. North
Orange County—A surge to the North by Bob Ziebel,
Anaheim by John Westcott. Central Orange County—
Beach Cities by Toby Young, Photo Essays by Diann -
Marsh. South Orange County—Late-Blooming South
Coast Works to Preserve Natural and Historic Past by
Doris J. Walker, Irvine and Saddleback by Joe Oster-
man.

Beyond the wonderful photographs throughout the
book, there are the businesses, organizations, uni-
versities, and utilities that partnered with the publish-
ers. Each has contributed their story, the role they
played in the growth, and development of Orange
County.
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Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.

CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00

INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

Still only $20
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STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE e MAIL
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Please make check payable to OCHS




