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The History Writers are
Back

If you like Orange County history,
your Christmas present is coming
early. The Orange County Histori-
cal Society General Meeting on
December 10th features another
opportunity to hear from local au-
thors about their topics. This reoc-
curring meeting is always enter-
taining as several authors will talk
about historical sites and events.
The meeting will again be held at
the Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400
N. Canal St. in the city of Orange
at 7:30 p.m.

Doris Walker will feature her new
book, Orange County, A Natural
History, and will also have some
of her earlier books displayed

as well. Stephanie George and
Carlota Haider will talk about their
current book, Sowing Dreams,
Cultivating Lives: Nikkei Farm-
ers in Pre-WWII Orange County,
and will also bring other readings
published through CSUF’s Center
for Oral & Public History. Jay Jen-
nings recently compiled an Arcadia
book on Knott’s Berry Farm, the
Early Years. The book has many
old photos, including some from
his childhood visits. Christiane

Salts just wrote a book entitled,
Continued on page 2

ORANGE COUNTY’S FORGOTTEN TOWNS
By Tom Pulley

Many noted county historians have researched and written about Or-
ange County’s forgotten villages and towns. | am especially indebted to
authors Phil Brigandi for his “Orange County Place Names Ato Z,” as
well as Leo Friis for his “Orange County Through Four Centuries,” and
to Don Meadows for his “Historic Place Names in Orange County.” While
trying not to quote directly from these authors works, | have depended
heavily on their research in writing this article. T.P.

Note: As there are 50 former towns and villages, the summations of Mr.
Pulley will be spread throughout several County Courier issues. To start the
series, here are a few of the noteworthy “Orange County’s Forgotten Towns.”

he great western real estate

boom began in the 1880s and
resulted in a vicious fare battle
between the Southern Pacific and
the Santa Fe railroads. For three
months in 1886 passenger fares
for trains going from St. Louis to
Los Angeles dropped to $5 for a
2,800 mile ride. The result of this
railroad war was an avalanche of
tourists and immigrants tumbling
into Southern California. Many of
them came to the area that would
later become Orange County.
Within two years 12 new towns
were organized in the future
County, several of which grew
and were urbanized as cities that
we know today. Most of the new
towns vanished almost as fast
as they appeared or never even
developed beyond the planning
stage.

Over the years, other towns
developed as county crossroad
communities fashioned to supply
nearby farms and ranches and
were later quietly absorbed into
surrounding cities. Several com-
munities existed for short times

to avoid being annexed by more
aggressive neighboring cities.
Others started with names that
never became entirely acceptable
to the community and were later
changed to the names we are fa-
miliar with today. Some of the fol-
lowing towns clung to life for a few
years; several even had their own
post office. Many of them were
paper towns; just tract maps filed
with the County Recorders Office,
now their only remaining legacy of
having existed.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
Cordelia Knott: Pioneering Business Woman,
about MI‘S. Knott, WhO developed a suc- Creator of the meal that launched Knott's Berry Farm
cessful world-class food business from
scratch.

Excited yet? Wait, there is more. Richard
Dodd, a renowned architect, has written
a book on residential architecture called
Architectural Styles in Orange County.
Mr. Dodd will be presenting his new book

which traces the county’s journey from the
humble adobe homes of pioneering days
in 1776 to today’s modern residential mar-

vels at the OCHS meeting.
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Phil Brigandi hopes to have his new book

printed in time. His topic covers a century of scouting
in Orange County and is timed to coincide with the
100th anniversary of the Boy Scouts. Former Cal
State Fullerton Professor Lawrence De Graaf will
speak about his book, The Fullerton Way: Fifty
Years at California State University, Fullerton.
This book covers the history of CSUF from its or-
ange grove beginning to its expansion
as a major university.

If you like detail about Orange County’s
history, the Author’s Night will provide a
gift of interest covering fascinating facts
and events about this historic county.
There will be some eight authors at-
tending at present. Please join us on
Thursday, December
10th. As all authors
will have books
available for sale
and signings, this

is an opportunity to
get your holiday gifts
early.

Cal State Fullerton
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Orange County’s Forgotten Towns

Aliso City — In 1887, promoters Cook,
Victor, and Gardner laid out Aliso City
centered on today’s El Toro Road and
the old Santa Fe tracks. Sale of town
lots commenced on November 15, 1887
and by March the little town boasted a
depot, water tank and store building.
When Aliso City applied for a post office
in May of 1888, the name was rejected
by the Post Office Department as being
too close to Alviso in Santa Clara Coun-
ty so the name was changed to El Toro.
Today the original Aliso City townsite is
located in the City of Lake Forest. Its
boundaries were Muirlands Blvd., Ridge
Route Dr., Jeronimo Rd., and Los Alisos
Blvd.

Alta Vista — A secluded resort, it was

located high on the south side of the Santa Ana
Canyon near the Riverside County line. It was laid
out by a number of Santa Ana residents who built
cabins at the site. A tract map was filed by the Alta
Vista Company, W.M. Scott, President, on Decem-
ber 8, 1909. The resort was short lived due to its
almost inaccessible location. The road up to the
community rose 1,250 feet in less than a mile and
a portion of the grade was at 40 percent.

Arch Beach — A small subdivision was laid out in
1887 by Lorenzo N. “Nate” Brooks on his 1876

continued from page 1

The Santa Fe Depot in Aliso City after the name was changed to El Toro

homestead located two miles south of Laguna Beach.
In March of 1887 Hubbard Goff opened a hotel at the
end of what is now Rockledge Road. A wharf was built
below the hotel and a number of cottages were erect-
ed. Due to its scenic location, the area became a popu-
lar summer resort and a small store was opened. On
June 21, 1889 a post office was established with Oliver
N. Brooks as postmaster. Visitors to Arch Beach had to
take the train to El Toro where they were transported by
stagecoach down Aliso Canyon to the hotel.

In March 1892 Hubbard Goff traded his hotel including
the furniture, a house, 300 feet of beachfront and five
lots to C.D. Ambrose for 240
acres of land in Pomona. Am-
brose built a bathhouse and
purchased several sailing and
fishing boats for use by the
hotel guests. Despite the im-
provements, the resort failed
to attract enough visitors and
Ambrose was forced to de-
clare bankruptcy in November
1893. The post office closed
on June 30, 1894 and in 1897

! Arch Beach A 1909 postcard
- courtesy of Tom Pulley

Continued next page
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Joseph Yoch purchased the hotel, cut the building
into three sections, and moved them up the road

to Laguna Beach where they were incorporated as
part of the original Hotel Laguna. Six or seven of the
cottages at Arch Beach were also moved to Laguna
and the area soon reverted to farmland.

Barber City — A triangular residential tract 1.5 miles
west of Westminster was laid out in 1924 by Long
Beach realtor Henry Barber who called his project
Barber City. It was located south of Westminster
Blvd. between Rancho Road and Springdale St. In
1956 the residents of Barber City, Midway City and
Westminster planned an amalgamation of three cit-
ies which would be called Tri-City. However, Midway
City withdrew from the venture and on March 31,
1957 the voters chose incorporation by a narrow
vote of 1096 to 1008. A few months later the name
was changed to Westminster.

Bay City — On September 2, 1903 the Bayside Land
Company was organized by Philip A. Stanton. Stan-
ton immediately had County Surveyor S.H. Finley
lay out a summer resort between Alamitos Bay and
Anaheim Landing. The new town was first called
Bayside. When the tract map was filed with the
county on September 29, 1903, the name had been
changed to Bay City. There was not much growth
until the following year when the Pacific Electric
Railway completed its new coast line to Huntington
Beach and made Bay City the first station on the
line. Despite having rail service to the town, when
the Bay City post office opened on August 6, 1904

no more than a dozen or so residences had been
built.

A bathhouse and dance pavilion was erected in

June 1905, but burned down in August and had to

be rebuilt. Over the next five to six years a 1500-foot
pier was constructed, plus a two-story hotel and store
building, a restaurant, and an 8-lane bowling alley. In
1913 the old pavilion and bathhouse were torn down
and replaced with an 80x135-foot structure at the foot
of the pier, which contained a bathhouse with swim-
ming pool, showers and 275 dressing rooms plus a
60x80-foot dance pavilion. That same year, up to 200
seals had begun making the beach area their home,
so in July the City Fathers changed the name of their
town from Bay City to Seal Beach. It took the Post
Office Department a long time before it agreed to
officially change the name of the post office to Seal
Beach, but it did so on January 24, 1914.

Benedict — A townsite was laid out in November 1905
by the Pacific Electric Land Company along the PE
tracks on the northwest corner of Katella Avenue and
Beach Blvd. The Benedict name first appeared in
1896 as the name of a station on the Southern Pacific
branch line to the sugar factory at Los Alamitos. The
station may have been named for W.E. Benedict who
was SPRR’s passenger agent in San Francisco. On
May 23, 1911 the area was absorbed into the new
City of Stanton, which had incorporated to avoid being
part of the City of Anaheim, which wanted to build a
sewage treatment facility in the area.

J724 VIEW OF BAY, BAY CITY. CAL.

k.



Page 5

COUNTY COURIER

December. 2009

2009 - 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Greg Rankin

Vice president Editor

714/834-2434.. ... Chris Jepsen
cjepsen@socal.rr.com

Recording Secretary
714/524-8164 .. . . . Billie Willis

Treasurer / Sales
949/559-5668 ......... John Sorenson
grncv8@peoplepc.com
Activities
714/529-5160 ......... Jane Norgren
Preservation
714/558-1067.......... Phil Chinn
philchinn@roadrunner.com
Corresponding/membership
714/533-3199 ......... Judy Moore

Curator

Committee:

Member at Large

jbmo38ore@netzero.com Web Master
Historian 714 469-9463......
714 /526-4761.......... Ken Leavens ochsschoff@aol.com

HistoryOC@aol.com

949/643-0602

714/993-7251.........
bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net

John Bushman

714/538-2642 ......
JJandHJFriis@aol.com

.... .Harriet Friis

Betsy Vigus— Photos .
714/525-4879
vvigus@pacbell.net

Richard Vining Postcards
714 /838-5149

714/530-1448.......

....Carolyn Schoff

OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
December 3 at Trinity

Dec. 10, 2009 MEETING

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal Street, Orange

7:30 PROGRAM
Author’s Night

Phil Brigandi
Lawrence de Graaf
Richard Dodd
Stephanie George
Carlota Haider

Jay Jennings

Doris Walker

Don Dobmeier

FEATURED BOOK FOR SALE
Special Price $25.00
plus $5.00 if you want it shipped

A Savings of $15.00 off regular price

The Orange Blossoms
50 Years of Growth in Orange County

Hardcover, 9 1/2 x 11 with 360 pages,
published in 2000 with bibliography and index.
John Sorenson, editor. Diann Marsh, photo editor.

Part One is divided into four significant aspects of
people’s lives: Arts by Nora Horn, Architecture by
Diann Marsh, Transportatopn by Steve Donaldson
and Economics by John Sorsenson. Each section
assigned to a writer who was challenged to explore
the topic and uncover interesting stories of how these
common themes found their unique expressions in
Orange County. Behind the dates and statistics that
often overwhelm a conventional history book is a
compelling narrative of the county’s people, their pas-
sions and their productivity.

Part Two is devoted to an exploration of Orange
County’s diversity. The story of the county is divided
into three main sections, each with two subsections,
based on geographical location. Six of the county’s
top historical writers were chosen to contribute to this
part of the book. North Orange County—A Surge to
the North by Bob Ziebel, Anaheim by John Westcott.

Frompage 71.HotRod Racesatthe Santa AnaRaceway
in the 1950s and 60s.

Central Orange County—Beach Cities by Toby Young,
Photo Essays by Diann Marsh. South Orange Coun-
ty—Late-Blooming South Coast Works to Preserve
Natural and Historic Past by Doris J. Walker, Irvine
and Saddleback by Joe Osterman.

Beyond the wonderful photographs throughout the
book, there are the businesses, organizations, uni-
versities, and utilities that partnered with the publish-
ers. Each has contributed their story, the role they
played in the growth, and development of Orange
County.

See John Sorenson to place your order
949/559-5668
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CIRCLE ONE
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