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January OCHS Meeting

Next Program on
OC SCOUTING HISTORY

At the January 14th General
Meeting Phil Brigandi, a mem-
ber of the Orange Community
Historical Committee, will speak
about his latest book about the
enchanting history of the Boy
Scouts in Orange County. His
book and talk is timely, as it is
the 100th birthday of the found-

ing of the Boy Scouts in the U.S.
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.

and will be held at Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 2400 N. Canal
Street, behind the Orange Mall.
Mr. Brigandi is a third genera-

tion scout starting in Cub Scouts,

achieving Eagle Scout, and still
working at their summer camps
so he is very knowledgeable on
the subject matter. The book is
Continued on pg 2

ORANGE COUNTY’S FORGOTTEN TOWNS

A series by Tom Pulley

| am indebted to authors Leo Friis, Don Meadows, and Phil Brigandi, for
their previous historic works in this vein. While trying not to quote from
them directly, | have utilized their research to write this article. T.P.

Note: Mr. Pulley’s article began in last month’s Courier. As the
articles cover some 50 small towns, we have serialized it into
a series of segments. Here is the second set of articles on the
noteworthy “Orange County’s Forgotten Towns.”

vicious battle over fares
between the Southern
acific and the Santa

Fe railroads lead to the first
Southern California real estate
boom in the 1880s. For three
months in 1886 passenger
fares on trains going from St.
Louis to Los Angeles dropped
to $5 for the 2,800 mile ride.
The railroad war dumped an
avalanche of tourists and
immigrants on Southern Cali-
fornia. Many of them came to

what would be the future Or-
ange County. Within two years
12 towns were organized,
several of them developed into
cities that exist today.

Over the years, some com-
munities were formed at cross-
road to supply nearby farms
and ranches. They grew into
towns that were later absorbed
by surrounding cities. Several
others existed for short times
to avoid being annexed by
aggressive neighboring cities.
Others started with different
names that were changed
later to the names we know
today. Some of the following
towns clung to life for a few
years and some even had their
own post office. But many of
them were paper towns, their
only remaining evidence, a
tract map filed with the county
recorders office.

Continued on pg 2
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OC Scouting History
Continued from page 1

On My Honor, A Century of Scout-
ing in Orange County. It is one that
Mr. Brigandi timed for release with
2010 being the Centennial of both
the Boy Scouts of America and
Scouting here in Orange County.
The first OC troop was founded in
Anaheim in 1910. A future Anaheim
Mayor, Charlie Pearson, was

one of the original Scouts.

The Orange County Scout
Council was formed in 1920 and
for many years has been one of
the largest Scout Councils in the
United States. Orange County

is also famous for hosting the
1953 National Boy Scout Jam-
boree, held on the Irvine Ranch
near where Fashion Island is
today. Also from our County, Wil-
liam H. Spurgeon IIl developed
the Specialty Exploring program
here in the 1950s, which was
adopted as a national program
later. It was designed to offer voca-
tional training for young men and
women and the Police Explorers
are the best known part of the pro-
gram today.

Mr. Brigandi will have these and
more interesting details on scouting
and its history in Orange County. If
this makes you want to sign up for
summer camp, then please come to
our General Meeting and program
on Tuesday, January 14 th at 7:30
p.m. That night we will hear about
Mr. Brigandi’s interesting history of
the Orange County Boy Scouts in
the last 100 years. The book will
also be on sale at the meeting.

We hope that you will give us your
Scout’s Honor that you will be there!

Orange County’s Forgotten Towns continued from page 1

Berrydale — This was an early 1900’s farming community
located between Westminster Ave. and Garden Grove Blvd.,
just west of the Santa Ana River. Berries grown in the area
were the source of its name. There used to be a Berrydale
Ave. running through the area and there still is a Strawberry
Lane and a Huckleberry Road north of 17th St. and Westmin-
ster Ave. in what used to be Berrydale.

These are not strawberry fields in the 1900s but the landscape
in Berrydale would have looked very similar.
OCHS Photo

Berryfield — A 1907 farming community near Brookhurst
Ave. between Garden Grove Blvd. and Chapman Ave. along
the Pacific Electric line near Mesto Station. The area was to
be subdivided into 2 %, 5 and 10 acre lots and a tract map
was filed with the County on March 14, 1907. The lots, with
water, were offered at $350 per acre but apparently there
were no takers and the community never developed beyond
the planning stage. The area is now included in the City of
Garden Grove.

Bolsa — This farming community was five miles west of
Santa Ana. It developed around the present day intersection
of Bolsa Avenue and Brookhurst Street. While people had
farmed in the area previously, it was not until 1890 that the
townsite of Bolsa was laid out. A schoolhouse was built, as
well as two stores, a blacksmith shop, a Methodist church
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Orange County’s Forgotten Towns continued from page 2

and a creamery. The creamery was
owned and operated by a Mr. Raab of
Pasadena for over 20 years and dairying
became one of Bolsa’s chief industries.

On February 26, 1886, the Bolsa Post Of-
fice first opened in the country store oper-
ated by John S. Clark. Lack of business
caused the post office to close on Octo-
ber 28, 1891. When the celery industry
developed in the area in the mid-1890’s,
the Bolsa Post Office opened again, this
time in the store of W.L. Gaines. It oper-
ated until March 31, 1904 when mail de-
livery was handled by rural free delivery
from Santa Ana. The area is now part of
the City of Westminster.

The Bolsa Schoolhouse

OC Archives Photo
Borromeo — After Carolina Borromeo abandoned the idea of forming a town and re-sub-
Polhemus married John K. Tuffree, her father divided the lots into agricultural acreage and sold
wanted to give them an appropriate wedding them at a private sale. The townsite of Borromeo
gift. As he was part of the company that liqui- was in present day Placentia and was bounded by
dated the Abel Stearns holdings, he gave the Placentia Ave. on the west, Yorba Linda Blvd. on
newlyweds 662 acres of land. In August 1901,  the south, Rose Dr. on the east, and 2 mile above

Mr. Tuffree laid out a townsite on a portion of Golden Ave. on the north.

his wife’s land and called it Borromeo. On Oc-
tober 15, 1901, Tuffree held an auction sale at  Carbondale — In February 1878, Ramon Mes-

the opening of Borromeo. Although about 100 quida discovered a seam of coal on the north side

people showed up, only two town lots were of a canyon wall 1.5 miles above the mouth of Sil-
sold plus several agricultural tracts, including verado Canyon. Whatever interest Mesquida had
20 acres sold to C.C. Chapman. Tuffree soon in the spot was soon taken over by Henry Cassidy,

J.K. Smith, William Curry and W.O. Grewell who
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formed the Santa Clara Coal Mining Company.
Cassidy and his associates did not enjoy the
profits of their coal mine for long. In 1880 sur-
veyors for the Southern Pacific discovered that
the mine was on railroad land and it quickly
ousted the original developers. The SP hauled
the coal by six-horse teams to the railroad termi-
nus at Santa Ana for use in the Southern Pacific
engines.

A village quickly sprung up near the mine to
house the mine workers. The mining community
soon grew to a population of 200 with houses,
saloons, a boardinghouse and a school. Thom-
as Harris was the mine superintendent at that
time and the village was named Harrisburg in
his honor. However, when they applied for a
post office in May 1881, it was uncovered that
there was already was a town named Harris-
burg in Alameda County. The name of Car-
bondale was substituted and accepted by the
Post Office Department.

The coal veins proved to be fairly shallow and
began playing out around 1883. On January
29, 1884 the Carbondale Post Office closed
and by 1887 the village was deserted. There
is nothing left of the town of Carbondale. The
site is marked by California State Historical
Marker #228 located near the entrance of the
Silverado Community Church.

Carlton - The townsite of Carlton was laid
out in December 1887 on 400 acres north-
west of present day Yorba Linda by the Carl-
ton Land and Water Company. By early 1888,
21 buildings had been erected in the village,
including two restaurants, a butcher shop,

a grocery store, a bank, a two-room school-
house and about a dozen homes. There was
even a separate building with a post office
sign on it. However, before the application for
a post office for Carlton was acted upon, the
project failed.

What killed Carlton was a lack of quality
drinking water. Subdividers had drilled one
well, which originally provided the first oc-
cupants with water of good quality. But the
water from the well soon turned brackish and

unfit for use. Three other wells were drilled but
dirty water also poured from them. To scratch out
an existence, the townspeople were forced to
get their water by hand from an irrigation ditch at
the bottom of the grade and then haul it up hill. It
proved too much of a hardship and by 1896 the
town was completely deserted.

Two of the better business buildings were suc-
cessfully moved to Fullerton where they stood
for years on Commonwealth Avenue. The rest
of the buildings were torn down for their lumber.
The site of Carlton was located on both sides of
present day Imperial Highway, bounded by Bas-
tanchury Rd. on the south, Wabash Ave. on the
north, Valley View Ave. on the east, and on the
west it went about two tenths of a mile beyond
Rose Drive.
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OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
January 7, 2010 at Trinity

Jan. 14, 2010 MEETING

Trinity Episcopal Church 2400
N. Canal Street, Orange

« 7:30 PROGRAM
Orange County

Scouting History
By Phil Brigandi

February:

Joint meeting at the Old County

Courthouse. Program:
Abraham Lincoln

We are looking for information about this school..
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P O Box 10984
Santa Ana CA 92711

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Orange County Historical Society NON PROFIT

ORGANIZATION
US Postage PAID
Permit NO 818
Fullerton CA

MAILTO : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.

CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00

INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

Still only $20

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM January 2010
NAME/S

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE E MAIL

AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS




