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A battle of fares be-
tween the Southern 
Pacific and the Santa 

Fe railroads set Southern 
California’s first real estate 
boom in motion. In 1886 
passenger fares for St. Louis 
to Los Angeles trains fell to 
$5 for the 2,800 mile trip. 
The fare war brought im-
migrants and tourists to 
Southern California, many of 
whom came to what is now 
Orange County. 

By 1888 12 new towns ex-
isted in the future County, 
some of which are still cities 
today. Sites on well trav-
eled farm and ranch roads 
were absorbed by neighbor 
cities. Others incorporated 
as cities to avoid being an-
nexed by other cities. Some 
had different names at first 
and have changed to the 
name that we know today. 

Many towns soon faded but 
existed long enough to have 
a post office. And many of 
them were only sites on 
paper, their only shred of 
evidence that they existed 
being a tract map filed with 
the County Recorder’s Of-
fice.

Clair – A small farming 
community with a country 
store and post office located 
on the corner of Magnolia 
Street and Cerritos Avenue, 
now included as part of the 
City of Stanton. The Clair 
post office was established 
on June 12, 1895 with John 
M. Gault as postmaster. The 
office closed on September 
29, 1900, when rural free 
delivery service was inaugu-
rated from Anaheim.

Special February Meeting

OCHS to Hold Joint Meeting
With Old Courthouse 
Museum Society

We honor Abraham Lincoln’s birth-
day in February. So to celebrate 
the 16th President’s arrival, the 
Orange County Historical Society’s 
General Meeting will be held with 
the Old Courthouse Museum Soci-
ety on February 11th. The OCMS 
special gatherings are to honor 
the President’s achievements and 
his impact on Orange County. The 
festivities begin at 6 p.m. and will 
be at the Old Courthouse located 
at 211 W. Santa Ana Blvd. between 
Main and Broadway in Santa Ana.  
Our combined event at the Old 
Courthouse Museum will be held 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. and includes 
re-enactor William Peck perform-
ing as Lincoln. Mr. Peck will por-
tray “Lincoln the lawyer” in the 
Old Courthouse’s historic court-
room. He plans to bring out some 
of the lesser known aspects of 
Lincoln’s life.

Editor’s Note:  This article was researched by Tom Pul-
ley who reviewed historical authors Don Meadows, Phil 
Brigandi, and Leo Friis regarding their books on names 
and places. He does not quote directly from their works, 
but utilizes their research for this article. There are some 
50 small towns, so Mr. Pulley’s work is being released in 
segments. This is the third set of “Orange County’s For-
gotten Towns.”

                          Continued on pg 2



Page 2                                                      COUNTY COURIER                                                February  2010

Other OCMS activities include a 6 
p.m. lecture February 3, by Don 
McCue, Curator at the Lincoln 
Shrine in Redlands. He will speak 
on “Lincoln and California?” about 
how the President dealt with the 
West. 

There will be a unique kid’s day at 
the Old Courthouse on February 6, 
with a “Self-Made in America” ex-
hibit, where youngsters can play 
with century-old crafts and toys 
and see a Civil War camp. Then at 
noon, the Orange County Histori-
cal Commission will have a show-
ing of “Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” a 
1940 film on young Abe. Plus, the 
Dr. Willella Howe-Waffle House 
will be open. All of these listed 
events are free

If this makes you feel Lincoln-
esque, then please come to our 
General Meeting and program held 
jointly with the OCMS on Thurs-
day, February 11th at 6 p.m. That 
night we will have an interesting 
time in court with none-other 
than Mr. Abraham Lincoln. Mark 
your calendars for the meeting at 
the Old Courthouse, 211 W. Santa 
Ana Blvd., in Santa Ana. We hope 
that you will be to attend this 
special event!

 

 Lincoln continued from pg 1

The Orange Countiana Returns 
 
This fall the Orange County Historical Society will re-launch the Or-
ange Countiana, an historical journal the Society previously provided 
with the first issue in 1931. In 1973 Orange Countiana was printed as 
an occasional journal. This new OCHS publication will be printed an-
nually and feature stories and reminiscences of Orange County from 
bygone days.
 
Author and local historian Phil Brigandi will serve as editor and is cur-
rently seeking articles of up to 5,000 words about any aspect regarding 
the history of Orange County, its communities, and its people. Articles 
should be written with a general audience in mind. Footnotes and bibli-
ographies are welcome, of course, but not required. Illustrated articles 
are always preferred. To submit for consideration or for more informa-
tion contact Mr. Brigandi at ockid@netzero.com or (714) 731-2988.
 
A subscription to Orange Countiana will be included with all regular 
memberships in the Orange County Historical Society. Additional cop-
ies will be available for purchase. Check the Courier for updates as the 
Orange Countiana progresses toward publication.

L to R Top: Vol. I, 1931 title page,  Vol. I ,1973  
Bottom: Vol II, 1980,  Vol. III, 1982
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Dairy City – In the 1940s the unincorporated 
town of Cypress became a haven for dairy farm-
ers. Following World War II, the housing boom in 
Southern California caused the dairymen of the 
Downey-Bellflower-Norwalk milk industry to begin 
to relocate to Cypress. In the 1950’s Cypress 
became the largest dairy district in the United 
States based on assessed valuation. 

In 1955 the City of Buena Park attempted to an-
nex a 300-foot swath through the heart of Cy-
press. The local citizens fought to preserve their 

Orange County’s Forgotten Towns        continued from page 1

Coast Royal – In July 1906 Los 
Angeles real estate and mining 
developer Horace J. Pullen pur-
chased 153 acres one half mile 
below the mouth of Aliso Can-
yon overlooking the sea at Aliso 
Beach. He paid Priestly Hall of 
Riverside $100,000 for the site. 
Pullen planned to lay out a 
townsite called Coast Royal and 
subdivide the property. A tract 
map dated July 25, 1906 was 
filed with the County but the 
development never got beyond 
the planning stage. 

Crestline – On September 26, 1887 the 
Crestline Land and Lot Company of Santa 
Ana recorded a tract map for the township 
of Crestline which was located around the 
present day intersection of Brookhurst Street 
and Bolsa Avenue. Crestline never developed 
but the small crossroads hamlet, which con-
tained a schoolhouse, church, country store 
and post office, continued under the name of 
Bolsa.

          
Jack DeVries Dairy  in Dairy City                    courtesy of the Orange County Archives
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agricultural interests and on July 24, 1956 
incorporated as Dairy City. At the time of in-
corporation there were 1,616 residents and an 
estimated 24,000 cows. A year later on August 
6, 1957, citizens voted 208 to 41 to change 
the name of the town back to Cypress. The 
dairy town made a rapid transition to a subur-
ban community in the 1960’s with most of the 
dairymen in town relocating to Chino.

Dairyland – The dairymen and poultry farm-
ers in a 1.5 square mile area now called La 
Palma, were becoming apprehensive over the 
increasing number of subdivisions closing 
in on them. They also faced the possibil-
ity of annexation by the ambitious City 
of Buena Park. So it became one of the 
first communities to act to preserve their 
agricultural way of life. On October 11, 
1955 they voted 52 to 19 to incorporate 
as the city of Dairyland. At the time of 
incorporation the city contained an es-
timated 500 people with 36 dairies that 
counted an estimated 15,000 cows, plus 
four poultry ranches with approximately 
36,000 chickens. On February 9, 1965 the 
citizens of Dairyland voted to change the 
name of the town to La Palma.

Delhi – The name Delhi can be credited 
to James McFadden. He bought 4,000 
acres of land in the area around 1868, 

originally part of the Rancho Santiago de Santa 
Ana Spanish land grant. He named it Delhi after 
his birthplace in Delaware County, New York.   
In 1878 the Delhi school district was built on 
Delhi Road (now Warner Avenue). A post office 
to be called Delhi was applied for in 1914 but 
since there was already another Delhi in Merced 
County the name of Harbor was substituted for 
Delhi. The Harbor post office opened on April 

25, 1914 with John E. Otto ap-
pointed postmaster. On August 
13, 1915 the name was changed 
to Gloryetta. On July 11, 1929 
the citizens of Delhi voted 79 to 
53 to become part of the City of 
Santa Ana. The Gloryetta post 
office continued to serve resi-
dents of the Delhi district until 
April 14, 1936 when the act-
ing postmaster, Walter Gregory 
resigned. His entire Postmaster 
salary was derived from the sale 
of stamps and the fees for other 
postal services. In his last 10 

days as postmaster he only had 42 cents worth 
of business, yet his rent was $20 a month.

La Palma, incorporated in 1955, officially changed its name from 
Dairyland in February, of 1965

                                           from One Hundred Years of Yesterdays
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     cjepsen@socal.rr.com
Recording Secretary
 714/524-8164 .. . . .  Billie Willis
Treasurer / Sales	
  949/559-5668 .........John Sorenson
  grncv8@peoplepc.com
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  714/529-5160 .........Jane Norgren
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   jbmo38ore@netzero.com
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  JJandHJFriis@aol.com
    Committee:
    Betsy Vigus–  Photos                                                                                                                                           
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Member at Large
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Web Master
   714 469-9463..........Carolyn Schoff                                                                                           
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OCHS  CALENDAR

•   Board Meeting
     February 4, 2010 at Trinity

February 11, MEETING

Old County Courthouse
 •    6:00 p.m. PROGRAM
Joint meeting at the Old County 
Courthouse. Program:  

        Lincoln the Lawyer
re-enactor William Peck per-
forming as Lincoln. 

March Program
Cleveland National Forest

                           2009 - 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

Price
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00

Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange Coun-
ty	

$ 70.00 	

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $   4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domin-
guez	

$   4.00
 

                         

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $  3.00

 Orange Countiana II $ 10.00

Orange Countiana III	                                   $ 10.00

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover                                                                     
Hard cover

sold out
$ 32.00

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover
Hard cover

$ 32.00
$ 40.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries 
by Dr. Leo J. Friis

$ 22.00

Fruit Box: An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last	

$ 35.00  

  PHONE ______________________

  NAME _______________________________

  ADDRESS____________________________

  CITY,STATE,ZIP _______________________
     MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  MAIL TO:
     JOHN SORENSON             1-949-559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA                    
92604

Postcard History Series 4th Printing 
                        Orange County	                 $21.50

Orange County Place Names A to Z 
         by Phil Brigandi 	                              $14.00

All prices include sales tax
      Merchandise  TOTAL             $
Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, $1 
each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange 
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          
TOTAL DUE	

     Books For Sale 

Orange Countiana I 1931 and 1973 sold out
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts.  
Still only $20  

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M    February 2010

NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE__________________E MAIL ____________________

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


