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The fare war between 
the Southern Pacific 
and the Santa Fe rail-

roads started Southern 
California’s first real estate 
boom. In 1886 passenger 
fares from St. Louis to Los 
Angeles fell to $5 for the 
2,800 mile trip. The low 
fares enabled immigrants and 
tourists to come to what is 
now Orange County. By 1888 
12 new towns existed in the 
future County, some of which 
are still cities today. 

However, many sites were 
absorbed by neighbor cities. 
Others incorporated to avoid 
being annexed. Some had 
different names but changed 
to the name that we know 
today. Many towns faded but 
lived long enough to have a 
post office. Some towns were 
just dreams, their only shred 
of evidence they existed be-

ing a tract map filed with the 
County Recorder’s Office.

Doheny Park – In 1925 the 
site of San Juan-By-The-
Sea, a short-lived eighties 
boom town, was reborn as 
Capistrano Beach. The new 
development was owned 
by the Capistrano Beach 
Company and managed by 
the Wailes-Smith Company, 
a large stockholder in the 
company. The new town 
developed slowly until Janu-
ary 1929 when the entire 
property and assets of the 
Capistrano Beach Company 
was purchased by the Petro-
leum Securities Company, 
an organization owned by 
oil man Edward L. Doheny 
and his family. Over the next 
several years the Doheny 
family spent an estimated 
$2,000,000 on the develop-
ment of Capistrano Beach. 

March OCHS Meeting

Next Program on 
Cleveland National Forest

The next General Meeting of the 
Orange County Historical Soci-
ety will be held Thursday, March 
11, at 7:30 p.m. at the Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Ca-
nal Street in Orange behind the 
Orange Mall. A program is sched-
uled on the Cleveland National 
Forest by James D. Newland, a 
supervising historian and man-
ager with California State Parks 
and a former forest historian. 

Mr. Newland will speak about the 
value and history of the local 
forest about which he has writ-
ten a recent book. His book and 
talk are timely, as the Cleveland 
National Forest (CNF) is now over 
100 years old. On July 1, 1908, 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
created the U.S. Forest Service 
area and named it for pro-forest 
Pres. Grover Cleveland. The CNF 
includes over 460,000 acres in 
the Orange, San Diego, and Riv-
erside Counties backcountry. 

During the last century, the dedi-
cated men and women of the 
CNF have worked to protect the 
forest from disease and deadly 
wildfires, such as the destructive 
2003 Cedar Fire and the 2007 

Editor’s Note:  This article is by Tom Pulley who reviewed 
the historical books by authors Don Meadows, Phil Brigan-
di, and Leo Friis. He does not quote directly from their 
works, but utilized their research. Due to the length, we 
are running the towns in segments; this is the fourth in the 
series of “Orange County’s Forgotten Towns.”
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and 2009 firestorms. Yearly the 
CNF is a tourist and outdoor rec-
reation destination for millions of 
visitors and Southern California 
residents. It is one of the larg-
est and oldest land-management 
agencies in the three-county 
region. 

Mr. Newland will have these 
and more interesting details on 
the forest and its history within 
Orange County. If this makes 
you want to go take a hike, then 
please come to our General Meet-
ing and program on Thursday, 
March 11th. That night we will 
hear about Mr. Newland’s new 
book on the history of the Cleve-
land National Forest in Orange 
County in the last 100 years. For 
those who collect history books, 
it will be on sale at the event. 
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
and will be held at Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 2400 N. Canal Street. 
His presentation will follow the 
OCHS meeting and we hope that 
you will be able to attend.

Cleveland continued from pg 1

In 1931 when Mr. & Mrs. Doheny donated 41.5 acres of their 
beachfront property to the state for park purposes the citi-
zens of Capistrano Beach petitioned Washington D.C. postal 
authorities to change the name of the city to honor Doheny. 
On March 1, 1931 the town name was changed to Doheny 
Park.

Mr. Doheny died in 1935 and in 1947 the home owners of 
Doheny Park, headed by Jack Keim, desiring to have the 
original name of Capistrano Beach restored, formed the Cap-
istrano Beach Association. A petition, signed by the majority 
of homeowners was sent to the Post Office Department and 
on January 1, 1948 Doheny Park officially became Capistrano 
Beach again.

Earlham – In 1885 a Quaker settlement began to develop on 
the Oge and Bond sheep ranch about 2.5 miles east of Or-
ange. It was christened Modena after the town of Modena, 
Italy. A post office was applied for in early 1887, but the Post 
Office department rejected it as Modena was too similar to 
the central California town of Madera. The name of the 
well known Quaker college in Earlham, Indiana, which sev-
eral residents had attended, was substituted and on March 2, 
1887 the Earlham post office opened in Ross Boring’s mer-
chandise store with Boring’s wife Orra R. Boring serving as 
postmaster. The citizens, never satisfied with the name Earl-
ham, petitioned postal authorities to change the name back 
to Modena and on January 25, 1888 the POD agreed as long 
as the prefix “El” was added to differentiate the name - thus 
El Modena was born.

Orange County’s Forgotten Towns        continued from page 1

Bottom portion of  a 1925 Advertisment  for Capistrano Beach development             
                                                                                                                             from the Los Angeles Times  
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The Fairview post office closed on May 15, 1903. 
In November 1905 the general store burned 
down and the next month the Methodist Episco-
pal Church and several homes were razed and 
moved to the new town of Huntington Beach. 
By 1906 the only business remaining in town was 
the Fairview Hotel and Mineral Baths. Beginning 
in 1904, W.S. Collins, who bought the hotel the 
year before, spent $40,000 to improve it and 
the grounds, and built new cottages, tennis and 
croquet courts, and a 60 by 100-foot outdoor pool 
with warm mineral water. Collins called his resort 
“Fairview Hot Springs, “California’s Carlsbad.” 
The Hot Springs never made it. After several own-
ers, the hotel became a residence. By 1911 all 
that remained of Fairview was the schoolhouse, 
the hotel and a few homes. The school closed in 
1915 and in 1918 an earthquake cut the flow of 
hot mineral water to the resort. The hotel was 
abandoned and sold to Charles Te Winkle, who 
later was the first mayor of Costa Mesa. He had 
the building torn down in August 1920 and used 
its lumber and items in a new home. The Fairview 
area soon reverted to farmland.

Fairhaven – In 1875 Reverend H.H. Messenger, 
rector of the Union Protestant Church in Los 
Angeles laid out a townsite he called Fairhaven. 
It was located northwest of Fairhaven Avenue 
and Esplanade Street in what is now the City of 
Orange. He founded the settlement as a temper-
ance colony for his Episcopalian brethren. Enrap-
tured by the warm climate, he projected a tropi-
cal agricultural community and planted hundreds 
of bananas, pineapples, Muscat grapes, orange, 
lime and apricot trees. The colony made little 
progress and soon disintegrated. Reverend Mes-
senger went eastward, eventually assigned to a 
parish in Mississippi. The only present day remind-
ers of its former location are Fairhaven Avenue 
and the Fairhaven cemetery.

Greenville – The settlement, which grew up 
several miles southwest of Santa Ana around the 
present day intersection of Greenville Street and 
Alton Avenue, was originally called Newport. 

Orange County’s Forgotten Towns        continued from page 2

Fairview – In 1887 the Fairview Devel-
opment Company bought 1,762 acres of 
land five miles southwest of Santa Ana for 
$297,500 and laid out the town of Fairview 
on 375 acres near the current intersection of 
Harbor Blvd. and Adams Street in the City of 
Costa Mesa. A 100 foot wide boulevard was 
opened between Santa Ana and Newport bay 
with Fairview in the middle. In the spring 
of 1888 a general store and drug store were 
erected, followed by a three-story hotel 
and several homes. The Fairview post office 
opened on April 3, 1888 in R.L. Henderson’s 
drug store. I. Wellington Gardner was ap-
pointed the first postmaster. In December 
1887 the Santa Ana, Fairview and Pacific 
Railroad Company formed. The line began 
on the corner of Fourth and West Streets in 
Santa Ana went to the southern boundary of 
Fairview. The first train, with some 75 pas-
sengers, came to the town on June 28, 1888. 
Fairview also had a newspaper, the Fairview 
Register (W.J. Collier as editor), with the 
first edition being printed May 5, 1888.

Fairview looked like a town with a great 
future. By the summer of 1888 it had a meat 
market, church, schoolhouse, bathhouse 
with hot mineral baths, and a narrow gauge 
railway to Santa Ana. Fairview even had a 
baseball team, the “Knights,” composed 
mostly of local businessmen. On April 8, 1889 
the new Fairview Public school opened. Yet, 
despite the efforts of the Fairview Develop-
ment Company to promote the town, Fair-
view collapsed as fast as it started. In March 
1889 a severe storm washed out a section of 
the railroad tracks midway to Santa Ana. It 
was never repaired. In April 1889 the town’s 
physician departed and the drug store and 
meat markets closed. In May the newspaper 
ceased publishing. Formerly successful busi-
nesses boarded up their buildings. In July 
1891 the rails of the Fairview Railroad were 
removed. In November 1891 Amos Jefferson 
had the Fairview Hotel moved four blocks to 
be opposite the hot mineral baths.
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About 1874, Walter Tedford and 
Logan Maxwell opened a coun-
try store in the area which they 
named Newport. The Newport 
post office opened October 26, 
1875. The settlement, in the 
early days, was comprised of the 
store and post office, a school, a 
church and a few farming fami-
lies. The post office closed Sep-
tember 14, 1901 due to rural free 
delivery service from Santa Ana.

In 1908 the Pacific Electric Rail-
road built a line from Santa Ana 
to Huntington Beach. They built 
a station at Alton Avenue and 
Greenville Street, where the old 
lima bean warehouse still stands 
and the area became Greenville. 
The old one-room schoolhouse 
located at 18351 S. Fairview Road 
was the last of its kind in Orange 
County when it closed in 1961. 
The best surviving landmarks of 
Greenville are the bean ware-
house and the Greenville Commu-
nity church on Greenville Street, 
just north of McArthur Blvd.

Harper – Harper was named 
for Gregory Harper, Jr., a grain 
farmer, who arrived in the 1890’s. 
He farmed a section of land lo-
cated on the west side of Harbor 
Blvd. and south of 19th. Street 
in present day Costa Mesa. The 
Santa Ana and Newport Railway built a siding 
on the west side of Newport Blvd. just op-
posite 18th. Street which they named Harper. 
Its first school opened in the fall of 1908. The 
first commercial building, the Ozment store, 
on the northeast corner of 18th and Newport 
Blvd., followed before the end of 1908. On 
March 25, 1909 the Harper post office opened 
in a corner of the Ozment store and Walter R. 
Ozment served as Harper’s first postmaster. 
Little activity occurred in Harper until 1920 

when the business section grew to include a new 
bank, a drug store, a market, a grammar school, 
a hardware store, and a garage. Gregory Harper 
had left the area shortly after 1900 and the 
town fathers wanted a more glamorous name for 
the growing area. A contest was held to select a 
name for the town and Alice Plummer’s entry of 
“Costa Mesa” was chosen. On May 11, 1920 the 
name of the post office was officially changed 
from Harper to Costa Mesa.

Top: Bean warehouse  Bottom: Greenville Community Church 
building                                           from Orange County Archives
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OCHS  CALENDAR

•   Board Meeting
     March 4, 2010 at Trinity

March 11, MEETING

Trinity Episcopal Church
 •    7:30 p.m. PROGRAM
  Cleveland National Forest
  Speaker:
         James D. Newland, a 
supervising historian and 
manager with California 
State Parks and a former 
forest historian. 

April 8 Program
 To be announced

                           2009 - 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

Price
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00

Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange Coun-
ty	

$ 70.00 	

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $   4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domin-
guez	

$   4.00
 

                         

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $  3.00

 Orange Countiana II $ 10.00

Orange Countiana III	                                   $ 10.00

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover                                                                     
Hard cover

sold out
$ 32.00

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover
Hard cover

$ 32.00
$ 40.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries 
by Dr. Leo J. Friis

$ 22.00

Fruit Box: An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last	

$ 35.00  

  PHONE ______________________

  NAME _______________________________

  ADDRESS____________________________

  CITY,STATE,ZIP _______________________
     MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  MAIL TO:
     JOHN SORENSON             1-949-559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA                    
92604

Postcard History Series 4th Printing 
                        Orange County	                 $21.50

Orange County Place Names A to Z 
         by Phil Brigandi 	                              $14.00

All prices include sales tax
      Merchandise  TOTAL             $
Postage and Handling ($3.00 first item, $1 
each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange 
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          
TOTAL DUE	

     Books For Sale 

Orange Countiana I 1931 and 1973 sold out
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

Memberships to the Orange County Historical Society make great gifts, only $20  

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M    March 2010

NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________E MAIL ________________  ____

                        Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.   

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


