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April OCHS Meeting

Ride the Rails
At Next OCHS Program

The April Orange County Historical
Society General Meeting will be held

Thursday, April 8, at 7:30 p.m. at

the Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N.
Canal Street in Orange. The sched-
uled program will be concerning the
history of Railroads in Orange County
as presented by author Rob Richard-

son.

From the Atchison, Topeka and the
Santa Fe to the Southern Pacific to
the short local rail lines, Mr. Richard-
son will discuss the impact of trains
on Orange County’s history. The gist
of the information comes from his
new book, “Railroads and Depots of
Orange County,” printed by Arcadia

4

The North County Pacific Electric Line

by John Bushman

Southern California’s Pacific
Electric “Red Cars” still
stir vivid memories from most
people who rode or grew up
using the old system - whether
they were a fan or not. Simply
put, there was something
almost magical about the
clicky-clack rhythm and wood-
snapping crackle of the swaying
cars as they ambled along
transporting you to school, to
church, or to see a movie.

Yet, as we reminisce

warmly, the idea of a major
transportation system in
Southern California was mostly
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a wishful dream at the turn

of the 20th century. That is
until Henry Huntington began
building his railway empire. He
started by buying the first Los
Angeles streetcar route in 1901,
a line which shuttled people
from Pasadena to the big city.
He called his new project the
Pacific Electric (“PE”) Railway
Company. The first line built
for Mr. Huntington’s new transit
system went from LA to the
City of Long Beach with service
starting on July 4, 1902.

Continued on pg 3
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Railroads continued from pg 1

Publishing. In his presentation, he will describe
how railroads became a part of Orange County
over 130 years ago. The expansion of the railroads
from the 1800s and the turn of the 20th century
made it a critical tool in the county’s growth,
including its introduction to World War Il soldiers
and sailors that passed through the area on trains.

Mr. Richardson, a long-time member of the Orange
County Railway Historical Society and the Santa
Ana Historical Preservation Society, will have in-
teresting facts on Orange County railroading and if
you are ready for the ride, you can join us for the
General Meeting program on Thursday, April 8th.
That night we will hear about Richardson’s new
book on the county’s railroad history. For those
interested in books on history, his publication

will be on sale at the event. The meeting begins
at 7:30 p.m. and will be held at Trinity Episcopal
Church with the program following brief OCHS
news items.

We hope that you will be able to hop on board.

Earl Nickles working as loop supervisor

facebook.
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OCHS Goes On-Line X\ >

In 1879, Thomas Edison invented
the light bulb. And now, the -,
Orange County Historical Society /,
has seen the light...

So, attention computer savvy s
history buffs! The Orange County Historical Society
is now on Facebook (www.facebook.com). Oh yeah -
and you can become a fan today.

You can also "Join our emailing list" by going to our
website: www.orangecountyhistory.org and clicking
on the Join Our Mailing List link. This will enable you
to receive timely email reminders about our pro-
grams, activities, and other upcoming events!

You will be electronic wizards before you know it!

At a Unique Museum You Can Still Ride
Trolleys

You can hear and feel the unique streetcar shuffle at
the Orange Empire Museum and | think you would
enjoy the trip back in time. Trolleys and trains operate
every weekend and most holidays, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The grounds are open daily (except Thanksgiving
and Christmas) from 9 to 5 with similar hours for the
Museum Store.

On regular weekends, an all-day train pass is $12 for
adults and $8 for kids except those under 5 (free). A
family pass (those in one family) is $40. Parking is
free.

The Museum is located at 2201 S. “A” St. in Per-

ris. We recommend visiting on a weekend as this is
when the trains and trolleys are running and most of

the displays are open. To get there take the 1-10, the 60, or the 91 east to I-215 (some 30 miles from Orange
County). Take 1-215 south to Perris. Get off at Route 74 West. Follow R-74 (called 4th Street) west for a mile
and turn left on “A” Street. Follow the street south for 1.5 miles.

Call (951) 657-2605 for more info or try info@oerm.org on the internet.
OR see Earl Nickles, OCHS member and long time member at the Orange Empire Museum.
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The North County Pacific Electric Line

Huntington later merged with Southern Pacific

and developed the network into a true Southern
California-wide transit system. In just 10 years,
service stretched from Los Angeles throughout
Southern California, including Santa Ana, Newport
Beach, La Habra, and, by 1911, even as far as Yorba
Linda. By 1930 the Pacific Electric was called the
“World’s Greatest Electric Railway System.” The
title was certainly warranted as in due course it
attained over 1100 miles of track, 2700 daily trolley
runs, a subway station in downtown Los Angeles,
and employed some 6900 people.

The PE trolleys were called ‘Red Cars’ because

of their color. These Red Cars started serving
Orange County in 1904 because Huntington, being
a businessman, wanted to encourage tourism in
Seal Beach and Huntington Beach where he
held stakes and could make a nice return.
Eventually the line went on to Balboa by
1906.

The rail lines started serving northern
Orange County in 1908 because the County
had achieved fame as a rising citrus
capital. Huntington, with ties to Southern
Pacific, knew that money could be made
transporting oranges and lemons to
marketplace.

The north county line started from
Whittier, which was a freight and
commuter line to Los Angeles.
Construction on the new line began in
1909 and extended eastward to La Habra,
mainly to haul fruit. From La Habra a rail
line was constructed south eastward with
an offshoot line down to Fullerton. The
main line, however, continued on to Brea
and eventually as far as Yorba Linda in the
north part of the county.

One interesting note: President Richard M.
Nixon’s father, Frank Nixon, had a history
with the old PE system. He was employed
on the Whittier line in 1910-11 as a
Motorman. He made $2.50 for a 10-hour day
The Yorba Linda depot was erected in 1911
and passenger service started in 1912.

continued from page 1

The first Yorba Linda passenger was reportedly

Mrs. H.E. Trueblood, who travelled from Pillsbury,
which was a suburb of Brea, to town for .10¢. The
Yorba Linda depot is now a Polly’s Pie Restaurant.

It is also where Frank Nixon probably collected

the “catalogue” house that he built for his wife
Hannah, son Harold, and what soon became famous
as the birthplace of Richard Nixon in 1913.

The PE route from Whittier to La Habra angled

to the southeast to Leffingwell then paralleled
Lambert Road. It crossed Lambert near Spadra
(Harbor) and then went through north Brea and
eventually followed Imperial Highway closely.
Along the way were stops at Laon Junction (to go
down the Fullerton line), Fullerton Road, Stewart,
Pillsbury, Brea, Oleo, Loftus, Valencia, Rose, a

A %

Frank Nixon posed in front of # 418, was a conductor on the
Pacific Electric’'s Whittier-La Habra-Yorba Linda Line

Photo from Yorba Linda Public Library
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The northern county PE
line’s best year was in
1923 when it had 1.1
million passengers. As
you can imagine, the
Pacific Electric lost
ridership during the Great
Depression and by 1938
passenger service from
Yorba Linda and Fullerton
and on to Whittier was
cancelled. In 1941 the rail
lines from Stern to Yorba
Linda were removed and
then by 1973 the tracks
were either covered or
removed all the way back
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BELOW: Passing the Pacific Electric’s depot in Garden er // to Brea. The PE rail line is
LN s still visible to the west off
Both from Tom Pulley’s postcard collection of State College and south
Loy ....s-.--b-a- of Lambert.
\Q-’ 4 : —— g .
§/( & s Fria—2 - The Pacific Electric system
: (?"J s in Southern California was
' QQ k | o somewhat revived during
" 's ) e World War Il and had its
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railroad crossing at Carlton (now Prospect Avenue),
Casa Loma and then the Yorba Linda station. Later
the tracks were extended further to Puente, Edmore,
Gilbert, and Stern - about 1.3 miles southeast of the
Nixon’s home in Yorba Linda.

From Yorba Linda, the Red Car trolleys went to Los
Angeles and back nine times a day from 6:28 a.m.
until 11:25 p.m. Like the La Habra line, most of the
trips from Yorba Linda were to transport crops from
packing houses to Los Angeles and then be shipped to
eager customers at market sites.The Red Cars turned
at Watts to go to Garden Grove and Santa Ana.

highest ridership during
y the 1940s. But after the
War, the PE closed even
more lines. Southern

! California’s attitude
about local travel had

. changed as cars won over
B commuters and trolleys
lost favor. Between 1953
and1955 most of the old
routes began to serve customers using buses.

The PE sold to Metropolitan Coach Lines and

in 1955 it shut down the subway. In 1958 the
Metropolitan Transit Authority bought the line and
the great rail system was all but finished except
for a few of the big ‘blimp’ cars running to Long
Beach. On April 9, 1961, the Red Cars made their
last trip to Long Beach. Thus, the last closing was
the PE’s historic first rail line service that it had
started some 60 years prior.
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OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
April 1, 2010 at Trinity

April 8, MEETING
Trinity Episcopal Church
« 7:30 p.m. PROGRAM

Railroads and Depots of
Orange County

by Rob Richardson

r

May 13 Program
To be announced

Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner

Cafada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter-

ty

Centennial Bibliography of Orange Coun-

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow

guez

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domin-

The Portola Expedition 1789

Orange Countiana ll

Orange Countiana Il

Hard cover

Orange Countiana IV Architecture: soft cover

Hard cover

Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover

by Dr. Leo J. Friis

Orange County Through Four Centuries

Fruit Box: An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last

Price BOOKS FOR SALE
$ 25.00
Orange Countiana | 1931 and 1973 sold out
$ 10.00
$70.00 Postcard History Series 4th Printing
Orange County $21.50
$ 4.00
All prices include sales tax
$ 4.00 Merchandise TOTAL $
Postage and Handling ($4.00 first item, $1
each additional item.
$ 3.00 Bibliography of OC and Orange
$10.00 Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.
TOTAL DUE
$10.00
$32.00 PHONE
sold out
$ 22.00 ADDRESS
$16.00 CITY,STATE,ZIP
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS MAIL TO:
$ 35.00 JOHN SORENSON 1-949-559-5668
14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA
92604
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Memberships to the Orange Coun

CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

*NON-VOTING MEMBER

ty Historical Society make great gifts, only $20

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM April 2010
NAME/S

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE, ZIP

TELEPHONE E MAIL

DSend meeting and special event notices to my e mail.

AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS




