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    ORANGE COUNTY’S FORGOTTEN TOWNS
By Tom Pulley

Editor’s Note:  This article by Tom Pulley is part of a series that the Orange 
County Historical Society is publishing periodically on “Orange County’s 
Forgotten Towns.” Due to its length, it is being serialized and this is the fifth 
installment.
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The 1880s fare war between 
the railroad companies al-

lowed people to travel from St. 
Louis to Los Angeles for $5. The 
bargain brought new people to 
Orange County. By 1888 twelve 
new towns had formed, some of 
which are still cities. Other sites 
were absorbed by neighboring 
cities or incorporated to avoid be-
ing annexed. Many had different 
names than those that we know 
today. Some towns vanished 
when their dreams faded and the 
only bit of evidence they existed 

was a tract map filed with the 
County Recorder’s Office.

Loara – In 1899 the Southern 
Pacific changed the name of 
their original Anaheim depot on 
the west side of town to Loara. 
The depot was located just west 
of the Santa Ana freeway a few 
hundred feet north of Broadway. 
The neighborhood, which con-
sisted of a general store, a walnut 
packinghouse and a handful of 
homes, adopted the name Loara. 

May OCHS Meeting

Next Program on the 
Titans of Tustin

The Orange County Historical 
Society General Meeting will be 
held Thursday, May 13, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 2400 N. Canal Street 
in Orange, located behind the 
Orange Mall. The program will 
feature a discourse on the Tustin 
Blimp Hangars by Linda Jennings, 
President of the Tustin Conser-
vancy. 

Ms. Jennings, who lives in the 
historic David Hewes House built 
in 1881, was Chair of the City of 
Tustin Planning Commission and 
served on the city’s Historic Re-
source Committee. She will speak 
about the valiant efforts to save 
the two enormous blimp hangars 
that were once part of the Marine 
Corps Air Station in Tustin. She 
will talk about its historic role in 
the local community. She is also 
presenting a viewing of the short 
film, “The Tustin Hangars: Titans 
of History.” 

The Santa Ana-Tustin Air Station 
in Orange County, which closed 
in 1999, has (for the time being) 
two blimp hangars. Built in 1942 
for submarine patrol, one hangar 
is 1,072 by 292 feet and the other 
                          Continued on pg 2  Inside one of the blimp hangars.     OCHS photo, Diann Marsh collection
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1,088 by 297 feet. By 1944, the 
base had 14 blimps. The last two 
were flown away in August, 1947 
when the base converted to he-
licopter patrols. 

The hangars for “Lighter than 
Air” blimp are some of the larg-
est in the U.S. One of the Tustin 
hangars is about a yard larger 
than the hangar in Tillamook, 
Oregon, which used blimps to 
protect their coast during WWII 
as well. The bigger Tustin hangar 
carries the title of being “the 
largest wooden clear-span struc-
ture in the world,” according 
the Wikipedia. 

These and other interesting 
historic details on the Tustin 
“Titans” will be presented at 
our General Meeting during the program on Thurs-
day, May 13th. That night we will hear Ms. Jennings 
recount on the famous blimp hangars of Tustin. 
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. and will be held 
at Trinity Episcopal Church. Her presentation will 
follow a short OCHS meeting and we hope that you 
will be able to float over and attend.

TITANS continued from pg 1

Navy’s Lighter-Than-Air wooden blimp hangar under construction. 
Concrete pylons at either side in the front.        
                                                           First American Corp. photo             

Orange Countiana Update 
 
We are beginning to receive articles for this 
year’s issue of Orange Countiana, the OCHS’ 
historical journal, but we could still use more. 
Editor Phil Brigandi is seeking articles of up to 
5,000 words about any aspect of the history of 
Orange County, its communities, and its people. 
Articles should be written with a general audi-
ence in mind. Footnotes and bibliographies are 
welcome, but not required. Illustrated articles 
would be preferred. The articles must be sub-
mitted by June, so the journal can be published 
during the fall.

Mr. Brigandi is available if you need more infor-
mation. You can contact him at ockid@netzero.
com or call him at (714) 731-2988. 

As a note of interest, a copy of the Orange 
Countiana will be included with all regular 
memberships in the Orange County Historical 
Society. Additional copies will be also available 
for purchase.

Earl

OCHS Goes On-Line

In 1879, Thomas Edison invented the light 
bulb. And now, the Orange County Historical 
Society has seen the light...

So, attention computer savvy history buffs! The Orange 
County Historical Society is now on Facebook (www.
facebook.com). Oh yeah - and you can become a fan 
today.

You can also “Join our emailing list” by going to our 
website: www.orangecountyhistory.org and clicking on 
the Join Our Mailing List link.  This will enable you to 
receive timely email reminders about our programs. 
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ORANGE COUNTY’S FORGOTTEN TOWNS       continued from page 1

bacterial disease first called Anaheim disease as 
it had been discovered there several years before. 
By 1889 almost every grapevine in newly formed 
Orange County, including the wild vines, had died. 
Hardest hit was the flourishing wine business around 
Anaheim which had produced 1.25 million gallons of 
wine in 1884. The fast moving disease finished the 
McPherson Brothers raisin business and caused the 
eventual death of the town. McPherson was aban-
doned and the post office closed on December 15, 
1900.

In 1900 J.W. Duckworth purchased 
the general store on the south side 
of Broadway and east of current Eu-
clid Avenue. Although the area was 
already served by Anaheim rural 
route No. 1, Duckworth obtained an 
appointment as postmaster of a new 
office named Loara. The post office 
opened on July 27, 1900 inside 
Duckworth’s store. Over the next six 
years, the area grew until the Loara 
office was serving some 150 fami-
lies. In 1906 Mr. Duckworth turned 
over his Loara business to his two 
sons and was appointed postmas-
ter of the main Anaheim office. The 
Loara post office closed on Febru-
ary 28, 1907. Interestingly, there is 
no evidence as to why it was called 
Loara or the origin of the name.

McPherson – In December 
1872, brothers Stephen and Robert 
McPherson purchased 220 acres of 
land on the east bank of Santiago 
creek north of Chapman Avenue, 
two miles east of Orange. They 
began farming on the land and 
planted 80 acres in Muscat grapes. 
In 1874 they cured their first raisin 
crop. In 1882 they built a packing-
house on the east side of present 
day McPherson Road slightly north 
of Chapman Avenue. The McPher-
son brothers were packing and 
shipping some 83,000 boxes of 
raisins yearly by 1885. During that 
fall, nearly 400 people were em-
ployed to harvest the raisins which 
lead to the idea of laying out a town 
for the workers. The town site was 
plotted in April 1886 and on June 2, the McPherson 
post office opened in the town’s new store building. 
Evander B. Willis, Superintendent of the McPherson 
Brothers packinghouse, was appointed Postmaster.

In 1886 the McPhersons packed nearly 90,000 
boxes of raisins. During the height of the season 
they packed 1,000 boxes a day from 200 acres of 
drying grounds. The town’s future looked rosy. But 
by the end of 1886 the crop was hit by an incurable 

  “This 1875 depot, originally called the Anaheim Station, was later re-
named Loara Station and lastly, West Anaheim Station in 1907.”
                                             From Early Anaheim, by Stephen J. Faessel

The fruit packing house in McPherson when business was flourishing.

                                                 Photo from First American Corporation
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munity soon developed around it. The land was 
within the Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana. After Wil-
liam Spurgeon laid out the present city of Santa Ana 
in 1868, the village became known as either Santa 
Ana Viejo (Old Santa Ana) or called Burruel’s Point, 
after storekeeper Desiderio Burruel. 

From 1871 until a post office was established there 
in 1887, Burruel set up an unofficial post office 
within his store. He sold stamps and picked up the 
mail for local residents from the Anaheim P.O. as 
well as delivered their outgoing mail to the post of-
fice. The town name changed in 1877 after a school 
was opened in the village and was named the Olive 
School. Soon after, Olive replaced the name of the 
town of Old Santa Ana.

Savanna – This was a paper town laid out in May 
1869 by the Los Angeles and San Bernardino Land 
Company (the Stearns-Robinson Trust). It was on 
the Rancho Los Coyotes land in the Coyote Hills 
above present day Buena Park. A tract map was 
recorded May 18, 1869. As no lots were ever sold in 
the town, when the Board of Supervisors received a 
petition from Richard Egan in July 1893, to abandon 
all the streets in Savanna, they accepted it. 

If Savanna had been successful it would have 
been the third oldest town in Orange County after 
Anaheim and San Juan Capistrano. This town had 
nothing to do with the other Savannah boom town of 
1876-1900, which was located between San Ga-
briel and El Monte around the present day towns of 
Rosemead and Temple City.

Melrose Mesa – A short-lived idea, a 550-acre 
religious tract was laid out in August of 1914 by the 
Melrose Mesa Association under the auspices of the 
Episcopal Church.  The tract was located on the bluffs 
above Newport Beach on land where Hoag Memorial 
Hospital is today.  A portion of the tract was to be subdi-
vided into lots for cottages. They set aside land for an 
auditorium and other buildings, plus summer camps 
for boys and girls.  The development was projected to 
cost about $500,000.  Money from the sale of lots and 
other sources was to be used to foster the work of the 
Sunday school throughout Southern California.  For 
whatever reason, the project never evolved beyond the 
planning stage.

Myford – In the 1890’s a small community grew up 
around the Santa Fe depot on the Irvine Ranch at pres-
ent day Sand Canyon Avenue just west of the Santa 
Ana freeway. In 1899 the community, known as Irvine, 
applied for a post office under that name but was 
rejected because there already was an Irvine office in 
Calaveras County. That P.O. was named after William 
Irvine, a brother of James Irvine, Sr. So the Orange 
County residents decided to choose the name Myford, 
after the young son of James Irvine, Junior. The Myford 
Post Office was first located in the Irvine bean ware-
house. When a new store was built, the postal work 
was moved into that store and its owner, Kate Munger, 
became the postmaster. In 1909 the name of the Irvine 
Post Office in Calaveras County was changed to Car-
son Hill, so finally on March 17, 1914, the name of the 
Myford post office was changed to Irvine.

Old Santa Ana – The area in and around pres-
ent day Orange Olive Road and Lincoln Avenue was 
settled by the Yorba family about 1810. A small com-

 
Photo at the right:

On the Irvine Ranch 
the Santa Fehrail-
road first built this 
open-air depot as 
a waiting room for 
passengers near the 
grain warehouses   
at Sand Canyon 
Avenue.
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 714/834-2434.. . . .    Chris Jepsen
     cjepsen@socal.rr.com
Recording Secretary
 714/524-8164 .. . . .  Billie Willis
Treasurer / Sales	
  949/559-5668 .........John Sorenson
  grncv8@peoplepc.com
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  714/529-5160 .........Jane Norgren
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  714/558-1067..........Phil Chinn
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Corresponding/membership 
  714/533-3199 .........Judy Moore
   jbmo38ore@netzero.com
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  714 /526-4761..........Ken Leavens 
  HistoryOC@aol.com

Editor      
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  bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net
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    Committee:
    Betsy Vigus–  Photos                                                                                                                                           
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                          vvigus@pacbell.net
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Member at Large
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OCHS  CALENDAR

•   Board Meeting
     May 6, 2010 at Trinity

May 13,General MEETING

Trinity Episcopal Church
 •    7:30 p.m. PROGRAM

  Titans of Tustin         
by Linda Jennings 
President of Tustin Conservancy

June Program & Dinner  

 “Polynesian Pop Craze”
at Don the Beachcomber

See enclosed flyer

                           2009 - 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

Price
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00

Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange Coun-
ty	

$ 70.00 	

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $   4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domin-
guez	

$   4.00
 

                         

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $  3.00

 Orange Countiana II $ 10.00

Orange Countiana III	                                   $ 10.00

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover                                                                     
Hard cover

$ 32.00
$ 40.00

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover
Hard cover

sold out
$ 22.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries 
by Dr. Leo J. Friis

$ 16.00

Fruit Box: An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last	

$ 35.00  

  PHONE ______________________

  NAME _______________________________

  ADDRESS____________________________

  CITY,STATE,ZIP _______________________
     MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  MAIL TO:
     JOHN SORENSON             1-949-559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA                    
92604

Postcard History Series 4th Printing 
                        Orange County	                 $21.50

All prices include sales tax
      Merchandise  TOTAL              $
Postage and Handling ($4.00 first item, $1 
each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange 
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          
TOTAL DUE	

     Books For Sale 

Orange Countiana I 1931 and 1973 sold out
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

DON’t FORGET YOUR Membership Dues FOR 2011
DUE JUNE 30, 2010

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER
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NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________E MAIL ________________  ____

                        Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.   

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


