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0CHS June Dinner and Meeting

t38 Join vs on the Road
2% for Program on

=5 Tiki’

The June 10th General
Meeting will be held at the ‘Don the

Beachcomber’ restaurant on PCH in

Huntington Beach, not at the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Orange. The
meeting will follow dinner at 7 p.m.
with the program starting @7:45
p.m. or after the meal. Each person
or couple will pay for their dinner

individually (see page 5 for reserva-

tion form).

Chris Jepsen, Vice President of the
Orange County Historical Society
and Assistant County Archivist,

will speak on the Tiki/Polynesian
craze that brought unique fashion,

Continued on pg 2

Olinda

ORANGE COUNTY’S FORGOTTEN TOWNS
By Tom Pulley

Editor’s Note: Due to the volume of towns, we have been running the story in
segments. This is the sixth installment of the forgotten town series.

linda — The town of Olinda

gets its name from the
Olinda Tract laid out in August
1887 on 140 acres north of Yorba
Linda and east of Brea. The town
formed on the north of the Olinda
Tract at the mouth of Carbon
Canyon after oil was discovered
there in 1897 by the Santa Fe
Oil Company. The village grew
rapidly as oil workers arrived
and rented the oil company
leases. The Santa Fe Railroad
built a depot in 1899. Stern and
Goodman of Fullerton opened a
grocery and dry goods store in
1910. There was a drug store,
barber shop, schoolhouse, a

social hall, a Methodist Episcopal
church, livery stable, bunk and
boardinghouses and 700 board
and batten oil companies homes
the workers rented for $10-$12 a
month. Olinda had about 3,000
people at its peak, but never had
a post office, probably because
back then there was an Olinda
in Shasta County. Mail service
was by rural free delivery from
Fullerton. Olinda’s most famous
citizen was Baseball Hall of Fame
pitcher Walter Johnson. He was
12 when his parents moved to
Olinda in 1901. He attended
Olinda Grammar School and
Fullerton High School.

Continued on pg 2

The oil storage
tank is labeled
Olinda Land Co.
No. 3. The build-
ing beyond on the
road is the “Little
Green School-
house” built in
1909. This area is
the present site
of Carbon Canyon
Regional Park.
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Tikl continued from pg 1

décor, and architecture form to Orange County in
the 1950s and 60s. Mr. Jepsen will have tales to
tell about how ‘Tiki’ was started by Donn Beach
at Don the Beachcomber’s, where customers
enjoyed exotic food and drank rum punch with
umbrellas in them while the tidal wave of tropical
décor, luaus, and Hawaiian shirts swept America.
Don’s grew to 16 restaurants, including one in
Corona del Mar. The initial Tiki restaurant and bar
started in a tiny alley in Hollywood.

Don the Beachcomber is at 16278 Pacific Coast
Highway in the Huntington Harbor area. It is on
PCH between Seal Beach Blvd. and Warner Ave.
The OCHS has arranged for a $38 (includes tax
and tip) meal special in the Hidden Village room.
Drinks and desserts are extra, with soft drinks at $4
including refills. Please pay in advance with checks
mailed to OCHS c/o Judy Moore (see page 5).

Come to eat Polynesian food and/or hear about the
‘Tiki’ movement this month. Please come for dinner,
the talk, or both on Tuesday, June 10th around 7
p.m. That night we will hear Mr. Jepsen’s enthralling
history of the Tiki genre - that's as appealing as an
umbrella drink!

OCHS Updates History

The Orange County Historical Society is going mod -
not like Austin Powers, but in a beneficial way.

The Orange County Historical Society has
gone high tech by going on Facebook (www.
facebook.com). It's open to you now so you
can become a fan today.

You can also “Join our emailing list” by going
to our website (and we thought that was mod)
which is:

www.orangecountyhistory.org. Just
click on the “Join Our Mailing List” link. This
will enable you to receive timely email remind-
ers about our programs, activities, trips, and
other upcoming events!

If you are up for it, join us on-line today. Before you
know it, you too will be an electronic wizard!

FORGOTTEN TOWNS

Continued from page 1

s

Stein and Fassel Mercantile Store. Signs on the
building advertise Zerolene, oil and gasoline, Red
Crown Gasoline and Butterick Patterns.

In the 1920s and 30s Olinda’s population declined
as oil production fell and few new wells were drilled.
Workers had cars by then so families moved to
nearby towns instead of renting the company homes.
When the Carbon Canyon Dam was built in the
late 1950s the remaining residents had to leave.
Carbon Canyon Regional Park, completed in 1975,
covers the site of the original town. Nearby, an original
oil field house has been preserved along with tools
and oil machinery at the Olinda Historic Museum and
Park at 4025 Santa Fe Road. The new Olinda village
is on Carbon Canyon Road two miles east of the
original town.

Orangethorpe — There was a thriving neighborhood
settlement named Orangethorpe near the present day
intersection of Brookhurst Road and Orangethorpe
Avenue back in the early 1870s. In 1920 the city

of Fullerton proposed to build a sewer farm south

of Orangethorpe. To block the construction, on
January 7, 1920, 550 ranchers and homeowners in
the Orangethorpe area, concerned about the smell,
voted to incorporate a 6.25 square mile area as the
City of Orangethorpe. In 1923 a sewer line running
from Fullerton to the ocean was planned thus ending
the sewer farm threat and on December 31, 1923,
Orangethorpe voted to unincorporate. The city limits
ran roughly from Dale Avenue on the west to Spadra
Avenue (Harbor Blvd.) on the east and from La Palma
Avenue on the south to approximately Olive Avenue
on the north.
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FORGOTTEN TOWNS

continued from page 2

Pacific City — In July 1901 Col. R.J. Northam sold
his 1,600-acre Bolsa Chica Ranch to a syndicate
called the West Coast Land & Water Company for
$100,000. The company was composed of Los
Angeles and Santa Ana businessmen headed by
P.A. Stanton. The syndicate started laying out a
new town on the ocean front about five miles above
Newport Beach. They first planned to call their new
town Bolsa Beach and if the Post Office Department
did not accept that name then “Superior Beach”
would be proposed. However, when

the tract map was filed with the county,

Port Orange — In May 1907 Eugene Germain,
owner of Germain’s Seed Company in Los Angeles
secured a tract of land in Newport Beach on the high
bluffs overlooking the bay north of present day E.
Coast Highway at the old McFadden’s Landing. A
syndicate of local and eastern capitalists, including
James Irvine, called the Port Orange Company, was
formed for the purpose of developing the project as
a planned harbor and summer resort. Within four
weeks all of the boulevards and streets in the Port
Orange township had been graded as well as cement

LOS ANGELES TIMES 1909

the final name chosen was Pacific City.
Development of Pacific City was slow.
By early 1903 about 200 lots had been
sold, a 550-foot wharf had been built
plus a pavilion and about 35 cottages.
In May 1903 the Land and Water

Spend May 30Z AT

Company sold their interest in Pacific
City to Henry E. Huntington and when a
post office was applied for in June 1903
the name of the town was changed to
Huntington Beach.

Peralta — On July 1, 1810 the Spanish
government granted to Antonio Yorba
and his cousin Juan Pablo Peralta

the Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana,

in joint tenancy. Peralta made his
headquarters near the northeast corner
of the Rancho near the present day
intersection of Santa Ana Canyon

Road and Fairmont Boulevard.

A small community of nine adobe
houses developed and the place became known as
Peralta. A schoolhouse was built in 1888 and lasted
until being torn down in 1940. The best surviving
reminder of the early settlement is the Ramon
Peralta Adobe built in 1871, restored in 1985, and
now owned by the County of Orange.

Petrolia — This was a short-lived oil community in
Tonner Canyon. When oil was discovered there

in 1883, the area was named the Petrolia district,
maybe as there was a Petrolia in Humboldt County.
That area was where the first oil well in California
was drilled in 1865.

Big Memorial Day
Program
AT BALBOA BEACH

Just Across the Bay-From Port Orange Townsite

DOUBLE OPPORTUNITY~Witness a Magnifi--

cent Program and. then take our BIG FREE
FERRY to Port Orange—where the best harbor city
south of San Francisco will be built..

Special Rates and Special Service
Join the thousands who are investigating the magnifi-
cent FREE HARBOR—Half million dollars worth of
improvements under' way.

| Preliminary Work Begun on the Port Orange and

Santa Ana Railroad.  Scores of Lots Sold Already

Business and Residence property, Manufacturing Sites,
Warehouse Sites—3$550 and Up—Easy Terms. Take
Huntington Beach cars to Balboa (end of line) then
take Free Ferry to Port Orange, Townsite.

work on the curbs and sidewalks. Lots were offered
starting at $550. A pavilion, to be built on the bluff,
was proposed.

The Port Orange and Santa Ana Railway was also
planned. James Irvine granted the proposed new
electric line nine miles of right-of-way through his
San Joaquin Ranch to Santa Ana. Surveys were
made and work was scheduled to begin on the new
rail line. It was also proposed to build slips for boats,
warehouses, and piers on the low ground under the
bluffs of Port Orange. However, none of these grand
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plans materialized and the project died. The site is
better known today as the Castaways, after a popular
restaurant there that was destroyed by fire in 1956.

Randolph — Early in 1903, W.J. Hole purchased 200
acres of land just south of the oil fields at the mouth
of Brea Canyon. Hole had the property surveyed and
laid out a town site. He named his planned settlement
Randolph after Epes Randolph, Vice President and
General Manager of the Pacific Electric Railway (PE),
hoping that it might persuade Randolph to extend the
line to the new town. Although a tract map was made,
it was not filed with the County Recorder’s office for
five years. Town lots were offered at $75 to $250 but
the town did not develop as planned, as there was a
lack of sustainable water and the railroad did not come
to the town.

In 1908, after Randolph had left the PE to rejoin
Southern Pacific, the PE finally started building a

line toward Randolph. On October 7, anticipating the
arrival of the railway, Hole and his partners, under the
name of the Ontario Investment Company, filed the
original map. But the railroad did not reach Randolph
until July 1910 and the settlement never really
developed into a town. The original Randolph was
bounded by present day Lambert Road on the north,
Madrona Avenue on the west, 200 feet west of Orange
Avenue on the east and the U.P. tracks on the south.
On January 19, 1911, the Randolph tract map was
re-filed with the county and the new town of Brea was
born.

Richfield — In January 1888 a town site named
Richfield was laid out by the Richfield Land and Water
Company north of the Santa Ana River and north of
the California Central Railway (Santa Fe) tracks, near
where Atwood formed. The developer built a depot

as an inducement for the trains to stop there and, of
course, to sell lots, which were priced from $50 to
$250. Some structures were built, including a two-
story store and bank building and a number of homes.
Yet the town never developed. After several years the
railway closed the depot at Richfield and in 1894 the
building was moved two miles west and converted into
a dwelling. By 1899 the last of the Richfield buildings
had been removed or demolished and the once
promising town was completely deserted.

Later the Santa Fe laid a branch line from Richfield to
the oil fields at Olinda and opened a Richfield depot at

the junction. The area near the new depot began
to develop. By 1924 it had grown enough to apply
for a post office. The name Richfield was rejected,
as there was already one called that in Tehama
County so the name was changed to Atwood to
honor W.J. Atwood, an oil official. The original
Richfield town, covering about 80 acres, was
bounded by Orangethorpe Avenue on the south,
Rose Drive on the west, Alta Vista Street on the
north and eastward to Jefferson Street.

St. James — When the Santa Fe Railway came
into what was later Orange County in 1887, it
formed a subsidiary corporation called the Pacific
Land Improvement (PLI) Company to further its
interests. The first president of the new company
was George H. Fullerton. The Santa Fe built its
line through the Santa Ana Canyon from San
Bernardino to Orange, then to Santa Ana, and
then down to San Juan Capistrano. One of the
Santa Fe’s earliest, and maybe the shortest lived
towns platted in the area, was St. James. In May
1887 the PLI filed a tract map and laid out the
town of St. James on both sides of the Santa

Fe tracks near Olive. A depot was erected and
lots were offered at an auction on June 4. Three
carloads of people from Los Angeles plus a large
number from Anaheim, Orange and Santa Ana
attended. That day 89 lots were sold from $130 to
$475, for a total of $22,000.

Shanklin’s general merchandise store and Howard
& Benton’s livery stable were open for business
by August 25th. But the St. James boom was
short. Olive, just a half mile to the north, had a
two-story flourmill, post office, store and a hotel
already open. All the business went to Olive and
St. James never took off. By December 30, 1887
Shanklin had closed his store in August 1890 the
Santa Fe moved its St. James depot up to Olive
and the town reverted to farmland. In 1963 a new
subdivision on the site adopted the name and one
of its streets was named St. James Avenue. The
original St. James town site sat on both sides of
today’s Orange Olive Road and was bordered by
Glassell Street on the west, Meats Avenue on the
south and St. James Avenue on the north.
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OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
June 3, 2010 at Trinity

June 10,General MEETING

at Don the Beachcomber
Events begins 6:30 PM
Dinner at 7:00PM

7:45 PM PROGRAM

Member at Large ’I‘IKI
714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier O .1 by
Web Master Chris Jepsen ﬁ

714 469-9463.......... Carolyn Schoff

ochsschoff@aol.com

Don the Beachcomber Restavrant

Resevation deadline is June 4
Name/s
Address/City/Zip
Phone E mail

Dinner ( entrée, salad, rice vegetable and Hawaiian roll) $38 X =
Optional dessert (Pineapple Upside-Down Cake)

Entrée choice: Hawaiian Glazed Chicken
Pulled Kalua Pork

Mail check, payable to OCHS to

Judy Moore/OCHS
1900 W. Glenoaks Ave. #C
Anaheim. CA 92801

$6 x =

TOTAL S

If your Courier does not
reach you in time to
meet the deadline please
7| N2 7
2SN 2

CALL JUDY
714 533-3199
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MAILTO : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

DON’t FORGET YOUR Membership Dues FOR 2010-2011
DUE JUNE 30, 2010

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM June 2010

CIRCLE ONE NAME/S
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership
ADDRESS

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00 CiTY
SPONSOR $ 60.00 STATE, ZIP
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00 TELEPHONE E MAIL
INSTITUTION*® $ 40.00 DSend meeting and special event notices to my e mail.
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

AMT ENCLOSED $

*NON-VOTING MEMBER
Please make check payable to OCHS




