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OCHS Program Features
Architecture of Richard
Neutra

The Orange County Historical
Society General Meeting will be
held Saturday, October 16, at
the Old Orange County Court-
house, 211 W. Santa Ana Blvd.
in Santa Ana, from 2 to 4 p.m.
The program will feature the
Architecture of Richard Neutra,
a well known and influential
American architect of the mid-
twentieth century. At the OCHS
meeting, a panel will discuss
Neutra and his architecture in
our county. Panelists will in-
clude Neutra’s son, Dion Neutra,
(also a noted architect), archi-
tectural historian and author
Alan Hess, architect and pres-
ervationist John Linnert, and
designer/artist Craig Sibley.

The meeting will be held on Sat-

urday, not on our usual Thurs-
day. Thus the meeting will be
concurrent with the opening of

an exhibit on the “Amazing Neu-

tras in Orange County,” which
the OCHS helped to install in
the Old Courthouse Museum.

The architecture of Richard
Neutra reflects Southern Cali-
fornia’s prosperity and optimism

Continued on pg 2

History In Black Star Canyon

Indian Village and Hidden Ranch
By Lecil Slayback

(Mr. Slayback has resided in Orange County for over 95 years. Being an his-
torian by nature, his curiosity was enhanced by his working for 35 years as
an OC Court Reporter in the Old Courthouse. His father Lester was the first
person to hold that position. This article was written in the 1980s.)

lack Star Canyon is located

in the Northeast portion of
Orange County’s Santa Ana
Mountains. Its past is laden with
storied histories of enthralling
tales interwoven with factual
events. Two of those involve
Indian Village and the Hidden
Ranch.
Black Star’s Indian Village is a
Registered California Historical
Landmark (Number 217), located
6.2 miles from the junction of
Silverado Canyon and Santiago

Canyon Roads. It was originally
known as Canada de los Indios
(Indian Canyon). Since 1877,
the area has been called Black
Star Canyon. After coal was
discovered there, August Witte
founded the Black Star Coal
Mining Company, which gave the
canyon its new name. The coal
was originally dug from a shal-
low pit on the hill just east of the
canyon mouth and used mostly

by the canyon’s few residents.
Continued on pg 3

the Mariner’s Medical Arts Building in Newport Beach
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Neutra continued from pg 1

in the postwar period. His designs for homes,
churches and governmental buildings are
characterized by geometric precision, airi-
ness, and simple dignity. The program and ex-
hibit will look at some of Neutra’s best work
and hopefully bring attention to their pres-
ervation status. His OC buildings include the
Santa Ana Central Justice Center, the Garden
Grove Community Church (Robert Schuller’s
“Drive-In Church”), the Mariner’s Medical Arts
Building in Newport Beach, and some Orange
Coast College structures.

This interesting historic discussion will be at 2
p.m. at the Old County Courthouse as part of
our General Meeting for October. We hope to
see you at the panel discussion and the archi-
tectural exhibit grand opening. Hope you can
build your schedule around the meeting in
order to attend.

Orange Countiana coming this Fall

This year’s edition of Orange Countiana, our his-
torical journal compiled by Editor Phil Brigandi,
is headed to the printer. The fascinating histori-
cal articles on various aspects of Orange Coun-
ty’s past, individuals, and communities should
be ready soon.

As a member of the Orange County Historical
Society you will automatically receive a copy

of the Orange Countiana. However, if you wish
additional copies can also be purchased. How
about one as a Christmas gift? You do not have
to be a historian to appreciate the Orange Coun-
tiana articles. Many will contain photographs
and are written by various authors for the gen-
eral audience.

If you are interested in wriing an article for fu-
ture issues, please contact Phil at ockid@netze-
ro.com or (714) 731-2988 for more information.

= e

1946 - The Kaufmann Desert House, Palm Springs, CA. Designed for the same family that owned
Fallingwater in Pennsylvania. When Kaufmann died in 1955, the house was vacant for a number of
years. Then came several new owners, including Barry Manilow. Sold to Brent and Beth Edwards
Harris in 1991 who hired architects Marmol and Radziner for a restoration. Chris Shanley was the
project architect. Featured in the movie Visual Acoustics.
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William H. Spurgeon, credited
as founder of the City of Santa
Ana, was the President of the
BSC Mining Company.

That Indians lived in the

area of the village is evident
from the deep acorn grind-

ing depressions extant in

the rock formations and from
archeological research, most
recently conducted by Cal
Tech in Pasadena. In addition,
specimens of sandstone filled
with fossils of sea life remains
have also been found there.
The notorious history of Indian
Village pegs on one gruesome
event - an 1831 Indian mas-
sacre at the site.

The episode started with a roving band of Paiute
Indians stealing some horses from the Mexican
ranchos located around the Los Angeles Pueblo.
After the missions broke up, the large ranchos
lacked a means of proper defense and Indians from
the mountains and deserts had no trouble stealing
horses from the Spaniards.

The story of the slaughter was told years ago by
William Wolfskill to J. E. ‘Judge’ Pleasants. Accord-
ing to the Judge’s recount, the Indians were very
fond of horseflesh. After the horses were stolen
from the ranchos, the owners were tired of the thefts
and wanted them back. A newly arrived group of
American trappers, led by Mr. Wolfskill, had recently
arrived. Americans were not warmly received in

Los Angeles, so to please the Spanish settlers in
the area far from the United States; the frontiers-
men agreed to the task of capturing the horses and
undertook tracking the Indian’s new stock.

The trail they found lead into what is now Orange
County. The route of the horses crossed the Santa
Ana River and east through Villa Park and into
Santiago Canyon to the mouth of Canyon de los
Indios. The trail went into brush covered mountains
and fearing ambush, the frontiersmen went slowly,
according to the Judge. After climbing for hours
they came to a little valley with grassy slopes and
hillsides (called Hidden Ranch now). There horses
were grazing and smoke was coming from fires in
the Indians age-old campground at the lower end of

the dell. The Indians were feasting on horseflesh.
After the first shot, the natives knew of an enemy, but
an unequal battle ensued. The trappers were excellent
marksmen having killed buffalo and probably some
native tribesmen coming west. The Indians had but a
few old Spanish muskets and bows and arrows. The
battle was one-sided. Only a few Indians escaped.
Their horses were herded and driven down to the river
and a day or two later, delivered to their owners in Los
Angeles. In the battle, not one frontiersman was even
wounded.

To clarify, it should be noted that there was never
proof that the local Indians living in the Black Star vil-
lage were involved in any horse stealing. Hence, the
name of the event, the massacre at Indian Village.

Mr. Wolfskill's prompt mission ingratiated himself with
the local Mexican establishment and he later came
into possession of a considerable portion of the origi-
nal Yorba land in Orange County. Working that land,
he became a pioneer in Southern California’s citrus
and grape industry with extensive plantings where the
Union Depot is now located in Los Angeles. At one
time, he had a home in the Irvine Park area and may
have been the planter of the still standing palm tree
near the Park’s lake.

The Hidden Ranch event was a similar tragedy. The
house and corral are still standing and were erected
adjacent to the Indian Village. Perhaps no single
incident had more political impact on Orange County
voters than the death of a man named James Gregg
living at Hidden Ranch. He was shot at the ranch in
Black Star Canyon in 1899.
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Two brothers named Hungerford, who owned the
ranch with a partner at the time, became embroiled
in a disagreement with Gregg over the sale of a
horse to the partner and the rental of the pasture
land. The brothers, armed with shotguns, fought

it out with Gregg, who was armed with a revolver.
When the shooting ceased, Gregg lay on the ground
severely wounded with buckshot in him.

The Hungerfords hitched up their horses and drove
down Black Star and into Santa Ana where they
gave themselves up to Sheriff Theo Lacy. In the
meantime, Gregg was eventually laid in a spring
wagon by a friend and his son and taken to a doctor
when, near the Irvine Park area off Santiago Can-
yon, the wagon was met by Sheriff Lacy and District
Attorney R. Y. Williams. They proceeded to find a
doctor, but Gregg, mortally wounded, died in the
doctor’s home in El Modena.

A trial was held in Orange County’s single Superior
Court. A jury convicted Henry Hungerford of murder.
However, afterwards Judge J. W. Ballard unexpect-
edly granted the Defendant a new trial. However, as
all the evidence had been presented at the first trial,
there was nothing that the DA, Mr. Williams, could
do but dismiss the case.

The public was infuriated over the change in out-
come. Both Z. B. West and Horace C. Head used
the Hungerford case as ammunition to campaign
against the incumbents in the ensuing election. The
voters obliged and turned out both Judge Ballard
and Mr. Williams. In their stead, the voters named
West as Judge and Head as District Attorney. Thus,
the shootout at Black Star’s Hidden Ranch near

the Indian Village triggered the selections of the
first Superior Court Judge and first District Attorney

Black Str Canyon Road

&

Black Star Canyon Falls located in the canyon
below Hidden Ranch

elected to serve after the 1900 construction of Orange
County’s new showcase courthouse

This article, while almost verbatim from Mr. Slaback’s
text, was augmented by John Bushman to increase its
length.

Additional suggested readings:

Shadows of Old Saddleback, pg 107, by Terry S.
Stephenson

Orange County through Four Centuries, pgs 15 &
75, by Leo Friis

Historic Names & Places in Orange County, pgs 28
& 49, by Don Meadows

Historic Spots in California, pg 264, edited by Wil-
liam N. Abeloe

Bears to Briquets, pgs 4 & 8, by Jim Sleeper

Turn the Rascals Out, pgs 268 and 382, by Jim
Sleeper
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OCHS CALENDAR

* Board Meeting
Oct. 7, 2010 at Trinity

Oct. 16, SATURDAY

General MEETING

CLD COUNTY COURTHOUSE
2:00 PM TO 4:00 PM

Architecture of

Richard Neutra
Panelists : Neutra’s son, Dion
Neutra, (also a noted archi-
tect), architectural historian
and author Alan Hess, archi-

tect and preservationist John
Linnert, and designer/artist
Craig Sibley.

(NO THURSDAY MEETING)

% HELP NEEDED
,& IDENTIFYING
& DATES AND
" PEOPLE

| Top image identi-
fied only as OCHS
meeting

Bottom image is Bower’s Museum
Board of Trustees 19377

CONTACT BETSY VIGUS
PHOTOS 714 525 4879
vvigus@pacbell.net



Orange County Historical Society NON PROFIT

P O Box 10984 ORGANIZATION
Santa Ana CA 92711 US Postage PAID
Permit NO 818

Fullerton CA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MAILTO : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

DON’'t FORGET YOUR Membership Dues FOR 2011
DUE JUNE 30, 2010 Did You Forget Yours?—Check your label

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Oct 2010

CIRCLE ONE NAME/S
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership
ADDRESS

STUDENT* (WITHID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00 CiTY
SPONSOR $ 60.00 STATE, ZIP
PATRON $ 100.00
LIFE $ 300.00 TELEPHONE E MAIL
INSTITUTION*® $ 40.00 DSend meeting and special event notices to my e mail.
CORPORATE* $ 200.00

AMT ENCLOSED $

*NON-VOTING MEMBER
Please make check payable to OCHS




