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It is a worldwide phenomenon 
for its adaptation of fantastic 
dreams, imaginative places, 

and fantasies all seemingly real. 
It is revered yet so successful 
that some mock it because they 
take it for granted today. But in 
the 1950s it was merely a dream 
that Walt Disney had and one 
that even some of his friends 
thought could turn out to be a 
nightmare.

Disney pictured a place where 
parents could take their children 
to enjoy good family entertain-
ment. The more he dreamed of 
this place, the more original and 
magical he envisioned it. He 

couldn’t wait to stop dreaming 
and start working on building it. 
He called his dream “Disney-
land.”
It took Disney five years to plan 
and develop Disneyland. He cre-
ated a subsidiary of the Disney 
Company, WED Enterprises, to 
provide the planning and devel-
opment of the park. The Disney 
studio employees joining the 
effort as engineers and planners 
were called Imagineers. He told 
them, “I just want it to look like 
nothing else in the world. And 
it should be surrounded by a 
train.” His inspiration to include a 
railroad around it came from his 

You Can Still Get it!

Orange Countiana ‘VI’
Available at OCHS Meeting

Copies of the 6th edition of the Or-
ange Countiana will be available at 
our December 9th General meeting 
at Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. 
Canal Street, in Orange. All paid-up 
members attending the meeting, 
who did not pickup a book in No-
vember, can get their free copy on 
the 9th. 
If your dues have not been paid, 
you may pay them that night in or-
der to get your free book. Additional 
copies at the meeting cost $20. 
Members that cannot come to the 
December meeting will have to wait 
for their copies via mail sometime 
after January.

The Orange Countiana is an 80-
page booklet that features six 
articles by fine writers of Orange 
County history. The articles cover 
the time from the early settlers to 
the incredible 1930s and ‘40s, and 
from La Habra to San Clemente. 
The authors of each chapters are:

Lecil Slaback, 98, who has lived in 
Orange County all his life, saw the 
1916 flood from the Old Courthouse 
cupola. After a long career as a 
court reporter, he served on both 
the Orange County Historical Com-
mission and the Santa Ana Cultural 
Heritage Committee. His article 
on the Old Courthouse is from his 
unpublished memoirs.

                          Continued on pg 2 Early diagram  of Disneyland layout                      
                                                                Courtesy of Retlaw Enterprises, Inc
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Paul F. Clark is doubly qualified to 
write about pioneer community leader 
A.B. Clark, being a historian and the 
great-grandson of his subject. Paul is 
a past president of the Orange Com-
munity Historical Society and a gradu-
ate of Cal State Fullerton. He recently 
retired from the Riverside County 
Planning Department and now resides 
in Palm Desert.

Phil Brigandi has been researching 
and writing about local history since 
1975, including over a dozen books. A 
native of Orange, he joined the board 
of directors of his local historical soci-
ety at age 18. He has also been active 
with many other historical organiza-
tions, and served as County Archivist 
from 2003-08.

Esther Ridgway Cramer is a native of La Habra, and the 
leading historian of Northern Orange County. A past presi-
dent of the Orange County Historical Society, she has 
served on the OC Historical Commission since it began in 
1973. She is an author of histories of La Habra, Brea, and 
contributed to the first Orange Countiana in 1973.

Stan Oftelie grew up in Buena Park and lives in Anaheim. 
He was a reporter for both the Orange County Register 
and the LA Times. He has served as Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Orange County Transportation Authority, and 
was also CEO of the Orange County Business Council. 
He is working on a book about Orange County Supervi-
sors.

Doris I. Walker is a teacher, journalist, photographer, and 
historian. She is an author of histories of Mission Viejo, 
Dana Point, and San Clemente. She is a member of the 

Orange County Historical Commission and her centennial 
history of Orange County, Sections of Orange, was named 
Best Historical Book of 1989 by the National Federation of 
Women.

Phil Brigandi, Editor of Orange Countiana VI, had high 
praise for the authors and contributors. “This book would 
not HAVE come about without the support of many peo-
ple: the contributors, our editorial advisors: Jim Sleeper, 
Esther Cramer, Don Dobmeier, and Chris Jepsen; our 
volunteer proofreader, Janet McEachern; as well as sup-

Orange Countiana VI from pg 1
port from the Board of Directors 
of the Orange County Historical 
Society. Thanks to all,” he said.

Checks for additional copies 
at $20 will be accepted at the 
December meeting. Look for a 
special table to get your book. 
Those that do not attend the 
meeting will receive their copy 
at a later time. To insure that 
you have your book by Christ-
mas, come to the December 
meeting. Some of the Orange 
Countiana authors will be there 
to discuss their work and may 
even autograph your book.
What better way to celebrate 
the Christmas Holidays than to 
buy a historical gift for a friend 
or family.

Orange Countiana Articles and Authors

“Eighty-Five Years in the Old Courthouse”
By Lecil Slaback

“Albert Barnes Clark – A Pioneer Community 
Leader”
By Paul F. Clark

“The Birth of Orange County”
 By Phil Brigandi

“Orange County’s Meandering Boundary – 
Coyote Creek”
 By Esther Ridgway Cramer

“The Long Arms of the Octopus – Southern 
Pacific Politics in Early Orange County”
By Stan Oftelie

“Prohibition Distills New Business on the 
South County Coast, Then Depression Pulls 
the Cork on the Good Life”
By Doris I. Walker
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ships - just orange groves, and a few 
acres of walnut trees.”

The consultants chose the city of 
Anaheim as the place for Disney to 
build his dream. He found 160-acres 
of fading citrus groves near where 
the new Santa Ana Freeway and Harbor Blvd. 
crossed. 
Unfortunately, it wasn’t easy to raise capital for a 
dream. Disney had to sell some land that he loved 
in Palm Springs. He borrowed money from his life 
insurance policy, and he and his brother Roy remort-
gaged their homes. He also got some funds from 
ABC to air a television show about Disney’s studio, 
films, cartoons, and a new project he was working 
on in Anaheim. 

The dream began to look real when the first shovel 
hit the orange roots on July 21, 1954. 
Disney reviewed every detail to insure that the park 
would provide a good experience for the guests. It 
is said that he even planned where the trashcans 
would go by taking food from a snack bar and walk-
ing until he had eaten it. He then chose that distance 
to be as far as the trash receptacles could be apart 
from each other. 

The TV show was gathering attention. On his show, 
which he called “Disneyland,” Walt ran clips of past 
Disney projects that he would be incorporating into 
the park’s ‘theme.’ He filmed tours of his studio, 
showed how cartoons were made, and did segments 
showing the audience the progress of his dream 

project while it was being built. He hoped the show 
would inspire people to visit the Park when it was fin-
ished. The show also featured a Davy Crockett mini-
series, which set off a craze among kids and raised 
additional money by selling a phenomenal amount of 
coonskin caps and other Crockett gear.

Critics called his $17.5 million dream a gold-plated 
amusement park. It was that, but also much more. 

home where he built the Carolwood 
Pacific Railroad to entertain his 
daughters and their friends. 

He put his dream on the table in 
1953 and hired a research firm to 
find a site to build on that was away 
from Los Angeles but near a free-
way. It would require over 100 acres 
because Disney’s dream had water-
ways, a castle, Cheshire cats, crazy 
toads, crickets, fairies, and even a 
mouse. 

“I first saw the site for Disneyland 
back in 1953,” he said. “In those 
days it was all flat land - no rivers, 
no mountains, no castles or rocket 

Dreams   from page 1

 Walt Disney leaves future Sleeping Beauty Castle after inspecting the    
construction in May, 1955.                                 From Davelandweb.com

From Richard Vining postcard collection
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Disneyland combined some items that existed 
at the time in various other parks with things 
that were totally unheard of 55 years ago.

The opening scene in Walt’s dream would be a 
good old fashion Main Street U.S.A. He pulled 
the western cowboy and Indian days into a 
Frontierland complete with a steam-powered 
paddle wheeler like Mark Twain would have 
cruised on. Walt added his optimism by build-
ing futuristic Tomorrowland that provided a 
positive look at where science and ingenuity 
could take us. He put in landscape that sur-
rounded you with a make believe African or 
Indian jungle called Adventureland. Of course, 
Disney capitalized on his many cartoon char-
acters with Fantasyland to showcase his stars 
as well as a carousel made in 1875. The world 
had never seen anything like it.
The dream almost had a nightmare ending. In 
order to meet the announced opening day (just 
a year after the first dirt was turned), crews 
were soon working almost around the clock. 
Yet it still looked like the Park might not open 
on time. Of course, Walt was used to making 
miracles happen and, somehow, on July 17, 
1955, Disneyland opened to special guests. 
The next day it opened to the general public for 
a $1 admission fee. 

Neither event was the grand opening that the 
studio or Disney had dreamed of. Many things 
were incomplete or even closed. The estimated 
crowd the first day was almost three times as many 
people as expected due to many fake invitations. 
Restaurants were overwhelmed and soon ran out of 
food. Fantasyland was closed while workers fixed a 
gas leak. The temperature had soared to well over 
100 degrees and most of the drinking fountains were 
not working because of a plumbers strike. The as-
phalt had been laid the day before and was a sticky 
mess as it hadn’t hardened because of the heat. The 
critics saw doom on the horizon. 

Nobody really cared. The experience was so unique 
that most people were in awe of its ‘magical’ look. 
The first day was a preview for special guests and the 
media. Disney’s friends Ronald Reagan, Robert Cum-
mings, and Art Linkletter, handled the emcee and TV 
chores so folks at home could see the fantastic place. 

On opening day, Walt said the park was open, “...with 
the hope that it will be a source of joy and inspiration 
to all the world.”  

Even after a less than stellar opening day, crowds 
continued coming daily to see the new Park. A page 
had been turned in amusement park history. It was 
then that Walt knew the dream was golden. 

More on the new park next month…Jack Benny made an appearance at SAAAB
                                 Courtesy of the Costa Mesa Historical Society

Dignitaries such as Governor Goodwin Knight and Walt Disney 
listen to the Star Spangled Banner on opening day, 1955
                                    USC.edu/library/regionalhistory/Disneyland                                    

Dreams   from page 3
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OCHS  CALENDAR

•   Board Meeting
 Dec. 2, 2010 at Heritage Museum

Dec. 9 General MEETING
 

at Trinity Episcopal Church
7:30 pm Program

Orange Countiana VI
Authors
     Book signing
      Holiday party

January 13 Program

PowerPoint presentation
The Basques of 

North Orange County
by Nanette Arroues Price

                           2010 - 2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

Price
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00

Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $ 10.00

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $ 70.00 	

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $   4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domguez	 $   4.00                          

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $  3.00

Orange Countiana I   1931 and 1973 sold out
 Orange Countiana II $ 10.00

Orange Countiana III	                                   $ 10.00

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover                                                                     
Hard cover

$ 32.00
$ 40.00

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover
Hard cover

sold out
$ 22.00

Orange Countiana  VI    soft cover $20.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries 
by Dr. Leo J. Friis

$ 16.00

  PHONE ______________________

  NAME _______________________________

  ADDRESS____________________________

  CITY,STATE,ZIP _______________________
    
 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  MAIL TO:
     JOHN SORENSON             1-949-559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA                    
92604

Postcard History Series 5th Printing 
                        Orange County	                 $21.50

All prices include sales tax
      Merchandise  TOTAL              $
Postage and Handling ($4.00 first item, $1 
each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange 
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          
TOTAL DUE	

Fruit Box: An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last	

$ 35.00  

Books For Sale
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RENEWALS

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M   Dec. 2010

NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________E MAIL ________________  ____

                        Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.   

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


