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Basques Highlight Next Meeting

Tae Nouse rue Mouse Bufiy

By John Bushman

This article is a continuation from the December Courier on

The next Orange County Historical Soci-
ety General Meeting will be held Thurs-
day, January 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal
Street in Orange, located behind the
Orange Mall. The program will feature

a personal history by Nanette Price, a
third generation Basque descendant, on
the industrious Basque population that
settled in north Orange County.

fter Disneyland’s less than

stellar grand opening in
1955, the Park quickly settled
into a smooth experience for
guests (as visitors are called).
The cast members (as the staff
is called) got their act together
and the equipment functioned
Ms. Price will speak on the “Basques properly.
of North Orange County.” She will talk
about her grandfather’s efforts, Jean
Pierre Arroues, to come to the United
States in the early 1900s. He eventu-
ally came to Fullerton and lived with his
brother Bernard. After buying land from
Abel Sterns in north Orange County,
they turned to sheep ranching as cattle
and hogs were already fully marketed.
She will relate their historic role in the
local community and discuss how the
Basques helped put northern Or-
ange County on the map as they
made the transition from sheep to
orange groves. She will also be
presenting a short slide show with
unique personal family photos.

Families flocked to Disneyland
after hearing news and person-
al accounts that the Anaheim
novelty was the new vision for
future amusement parks. Many
visited again and again. Some
came to catch a glimpse of
celebrities as word got out that
Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis

—
i,
e

These and other interesting
historic details on the “Basques
of North Orange County” will be
presented as the program at our
General Meeting on Thursday,
January 13th. That night we will
hear Ms. Price recount her fam-
ily’s history. The meeting begins
at 7:30 p.m. Her presentation will
follow short OCHS business and

we hope you will be able to attend. and Hualde.

Basque families would gather for Sunday barbeques with surnames of
Oxarart, Berecochea, Toussau, Sensinana, Martecarena, Esceveri, Bastanchury,
Courtesy of Nanette Arroues Price

the development of Disneyland in Anaheim during the 1950s.

Jr., Jerry Lewis, Danny Thom-
as, Irene Dunne, Debbie Reyn-
olds and Eddie Fisher attended
opening day.

In 1955, Disneyland turnstiles
started spinning as fast as the
park’s reputation was soaring.
Disney knew his dream had
come true and commented:
“We’re gonna kick ourselves for
not buying everything within a
radius of 10 miles around here.”
(1) He could visualize the suc-
cess of the dream and he never
looked back.

By September the Park had its

one millionth visitor (and it was
Continued on pg 3
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not open late in those days).
Two years later, guest number
10 million walked through the
gates to see if the dream was
real. Even after attendance
accelerated and the media
praised the Park’s ingenuity,
Walt would still visit Disneyland
frequently. Often, after a long
day at the studio, he would get
there late and spend the night
in his quaint apartment situated
above the fire station on Main
Street. In his memory, a lamp is
kept burning in the Main Street
apartment window as a tribute.

[ 4

1955

Disneyland’s Main Street was unique and said to be
a lot like Walt’'s hometown in Missouri. “It's not appar-
ent at a casual glance but this street is only a scale
model. We had every brick and tile and gas lamp
made 5/8ths true size. This cost more, but it made
the street a toy, and the imagination can play more
freely with a toy. Besides, people like to think that
their world is somehow more grown-up than Papa’s
was,” he said. (2)

He also wanted old-fashioned locomotives to loop
the Park and the original Santa Fe & Disneyland
Railroad, a narrow gauge track, was built. The rail-
road now sports five trains: the originals the C.K. Hol-
liday and E.P. Ripley, the Ernest Marsh, Fred Gurley,
and the Ward Kimball. (3) Per Walt’s vision, the trains
are in historical design to enhance the mood. Only
one hints of a Disney character with the silhouette of
Jiminy Cricket on the Ward Kimball train. Ward was
legendary Studio animator (one the ‘nine old men’)
and fostered Walt’s love of trains. (4)

Boarding at Main Street above the Park entrance, the
train ride is about 20 minutes through four stations
(New Orleans Square, Toontown and Tomorrowland
are the others). Between the Tomorrowland and Main
Street stations two dioramas: the Grand Canyon with
forever vistas with deer, elk, and pumas and a pre-
historic landscape with dinosaurs were added later.
The narration on the trains had the voice of actor
Jack Wagner and later Thurl Ravenscroft (Toni the
Tiger), both of whom have passed away. (5)

From OCHS archives

Occasionally, a train would have the Lilly Belle
Presidential Car hitched as a caboose. This Victorian
parlor car features stained glass and gold stenciling.
The Imagineers worked with Lillian Disney to create
this decorative car, one of Walt’s longtime dreams.

One of the early promotions for the Anaheim Park
was Walt’s “Disneyland” show featured on ABC-TV.
It had weekly updates on how the new park was
progressing. In 1955, it also showed a new brand of
entertainment aimed at youngsters called the Mickey
Mouse Club. The Mouseketeers (as the club mem-
bers were called) were talented young performers
mostly in their early teens that were recruited by the
Studio. They soon bonded with a younger TV audi-
ence and probably brought many kids to the park
due to their cheerful talents.

On that note, in 1955 my uncle took kids from our
Los Angeles neighborhood to the Park in late sum-
mer. The Mouseketeers, under Jimmy Dodd their
adult leader, were scheduled to be at the Park that
day. My uncle picked that date because he knew
Dodd from WWII. To save money, we parked down
the street (the Santa Ana Freeway was not complete
yet) in an orange grove and then walked to the Park
and waited by the entrance.

Eventually the Mouseketeers arrived with little of the
fanfare or security like entertainers have today. We
were introduced to Dodd and Roy Williams, the other
adult leader who was a Disney artist (cartoonist). A
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Rides and Atfractions 1955 few of us near the gate met some of the group before
they went in. | was too shy to meet my favorite, a

Main Street, USA cute girl named Darlene (The Mouseketeers only

* Horse-drawn Street Cars went by first names, which were printed on the front

*  Horse-drawn Fire Wagon (no longer operating) of their club shirts).

*  Horse-drawn Surreys (no longer operating)

* Main Street Arcade (now primarily a shop) Even though we had seen Disneyland on TV, when

* Main Street Cinema we entered the gates, it was truly amazing to see

*  Main Street Shooting Gallery (removed 1962)

it in person. The Mouseketeers sang the club song
*  Santa Fe and Disneyland Railroad (renamed to Disneyland Railroad, 1974)

that day, but didn’t really put on a show. They were

Fantasyland there mainly to sign autographs, shake hands, and
*  Canal Boats of the World (became Storyhook Land Canal Boats, 1956) pose for pictures. Thinking of that first trip now, |
*  Casey Jr. Circus Train (Storyhook Land scenery added, 1956) realize how lucky | was. Visiting Disneyland was like

*  Dumbo Flying Elephants (enhanced, new location, 1983) going to another world for youngsters.

e King Arthur Carrousel (new location, 1983) — L -3 A

*  Mad Tea Party (enhanced, new location, 1983) el

*  Mickey Mouse Club Theater (renamed Fantasyland
Theater, 1964; closed 1981) '

*  Mr. Toad's Wild Ride (enhanced, 1983)

Peter Pan Flight (enhanced, 1983)

e Snow White’s Adventures (hecame Snow White’s
Scary Adventures, 1983)

Tomorrowland "‘T A

*  Autopia (numerous enhancements over the years) % !

e Circarama USA “A Tour of the West” (closed 1959; "“t"i' t
first theater closed 1966) = - :

*  Dutch Boy Paint Color Gallery (closed 1963)

e Kaiser's Hall of Aluminum Fame (closed 1960)

*  Monsanto Hall of Chemistry (closed 1966)

*  Rocket to the Moon (closed 1966)

*  Space Station X-1 (became Satellite View of
America, 1958; closed 1960)

e Thimble Drome Flight Circle (closed 1966)

* Tomorrowland Boats (hecame Phantom Boats, 1955; closed 1956) Walt made the Park children-friendly with costumed
* 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (closed 1966) Disney characters moving about and Sleeping

* The World Beneath Us, presented by Richfield il Co. (closed 1960) Beauty’s Castle properly centered, an icon instantly
recognized by millions of kids. Walt wanted things to

Frontierland

« Conestoga Wagon (closed 1959) always be fresh. Disneyland opened with 18 major

*  Davy Crockett Museum (converted primarily to retail space, 1955) draws and has over 60 attractions now. Admission

*  Golden Horseshoe Revue (original show closed 1986) to Disneyland was nominal. In 1955, it cost a fam-

* Indian Village (near Adventureland; then to Critter Country 1956; closed ily of four $8 to go to Disneyland. The rides were
1971) priced separately. In 1957, that changed to a ticket

*  Mark Twain Riverboat book with A, B, C coupons for the rides. The A ticket

*  Mike Fink Keel Boats (closed 1997) was for rides like a carriage on Main Street. A C tick-

*  Mule Pack (then Rainbow Ridge Pack Mules, 1956; then Pack Mules Through et was for a wild ride like the Tea Cups. Later quality
Nature’s Wonderland, 1960; closed 1973) attractions (as rides were called by then), like the

 Stagecoach Ride (hecame Rainbow Mountain Stagecoach, 1956; closed 1959) Matterhorn (1959), with its curving bobsled, required
Adve"'”rlel"("d. X : a ‘D’ and later an ‘E’ ticket. If an old timer refers to

Jungle Cruise (numerous enhancements over the years) an awesome experience as “an E ticket ride,” you
will know where they got that expression.
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Disneyland later used a one price packet with tickets good
for any attraction regardless of its former price. In 1982 the
Park used an idea Pacific Ocean Park (the former ‘wow’
attraction in LA) had: one admission price for everything.
The advantage was that the Park no longer had to print
books and tickets or provide staff to collect them. It cost

Walt Disney lived a good life and saw his dream
grow and thrive before he passed away in late
1966. The dream that started right here in Orange
County lives on. Thanks to Walt Disney, Anaheim
became a magnet for tourists - all because of a
dream called Disneyland.

the same if you stayed for two or 10 hours. In 1982 it was =~ .. .4

$10 a person to enter. In 1990 it was $25 and by 2000 it
rose to $40 — it's now almost twice that.

Anaheim was not ready for the crowds. In 1955, the city
had five hotels and two motels totaling 87 rooms with 34
restaurants in the whole city. Today, Anaheim boasts some
150 hotels and motels with approximately 20,000 rooms
and well over 450 restaurants.

Being an innovator, Disney liked change even though
things were going well. He said it best, “Disneyland will

never be completed as long as there is imagination left in __'- =

the world,” (6) He was right. Within a year of the open-

ing, attractions were debuting, closing or changing, taking ¥

Disneyland through an evolution still progressing.

The Skyway Buckets began crossing the Park in 1956.

The 1958 addition of the “Grand Canyon/Primeval World”

diorama forced the trains to change the seats. Instead

of facing forward, the benches of the new railcars faced
right to view the diorama. Fireworks shows also started
in 1958. Then the Monorail and Matterhorn opened. New
Orleans Square was set aside in 1966 for the Pirates of
the Caribbean (a great place on a hot day) as was the
special “Club 33” above it, both open in 1967, followed
by the Haunted Mansion in 1969. Bear Country (open in
1972) is now Critter Country and was revamped to look
like the South but still has the Davy Crockett canoes.

So popular was Disneyland that Walt was asked to help
the U.S., the State of New York, and the Big Apple to put
the Disney touch on the 1964 World’s Fair exhibits in New
York City. The Studio and Park jumped on the idea and
three popular Disneyland attractions emerged from those
efforts. The exhibits were GE’s Carousel of Progress,
Pepsi’'s It's a Small World and the State of lllinois’ Great
Moments with Mr. Lincoln. By 1966, Small World opened in
the Park and we all heard a song we can never forget.

Last year the Park had 15.9 million attendees, making it
the second busiest amusement park in the world behind
Disney World in Orlando. Today, the number of guests that
have visited Walt's experimental dream in family fun is
nearing 600 million. Indeed, it has become the prototypical
theme park.

ABOVE: Then Vice President, Richard Nixon and his family help Walt

Disney cut the ribbon to open the Disneyland Monorail in 1959. At
the time it was the only daily-operating monorail train system in the
Western Hemisphere and a real novelty. Although it now serves the
park as a means of transportation, the monorail was considered a
Tomorrowland attraction in its early years.

References:
JustDisney.com/waltdisney’sdisneyland
waltdisneybiography.com
disney.go.com/Disneyland/railroad
wikipedia.org/Disneyland/railroad
wikipedia.org/Disneyland/railroad
about.com/Disney
wikipedia.com
In Service To The Mouse, Jack

Lindquist,ChapmanPress,pg 58
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2010 - 2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President OCHS CALENDAR
Greg Rankin 949/643-0602 * Board Meeting
Vice president Editor January 6 2011 Trinity
714/834-2434 . Chris Jepsen | 714/993-7251...... John Bushman | SaN- 13 General MEETING
cjeps_en@socal.rr.com Cbus?baseball@sbcglobal.net at Trinity Episcopal Church
urator
R%Zr/%lgg—gfgft.a.r%/. Billie Willis 714/538-2642 ......... Harriet Friis | 7+~30 pm Program
Treasurer / Sales JJandHJFriis@aol.com
949/559-5668 ......... John Sorenson Committee: The Basques of
grncv8@peoplepc.com Betsy Vigus— Photos North Orange County
Activities 714/525-4879

714/529-5160 ......... Jane Norgren

714/558-1067.......... Phil Chinn

vvigus@pacbell.net )
Preservation Richard Vining Postcards by Nanette Arroues Price

714 /838-5149

philchinn@roadrunner.com Member at Large

Corresponding/membership 714/530-1448

714/533-3199 ......... Judy Moore

Hilskgtgnr?:nsore@netzero-com sgeorge@fullerton.edu 13432 S. Central Ave., Chino
714 /526-4761.......... Ken Leavens Web Master February 10, 2011 Program

HistoryOC@aol.com 714 469-9463
ochsschoff@aol.com

Member at Large..Stephanie George | Family Style at Centro Basco

.......... Carolyn Schoff to be announced

a PowerPoint presentation

Saturday, January 15
Don Dobmeier Basque Dinner

by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last

Price BOOKS FOR SALE
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00
Cafada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $10.00 Postcard History Series 5th Printing
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $ 70.00 Orange County $21.50
House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $ 4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domguez $ 4.00 Al pl\;llz(::r:z(::idsees?l'l(e)ifli( $
The Portola Expedition 1789 $ 3.00 Postage and Handing ($4.00 first item, $1
each additional item.
Orange Countiana | 1931 and 1973 sold out Bibliography of OC and Orange
Orange Countiana |I $10.00 Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.
- TOTAL DUE
Orange Countiana Il $10.00
Orange Countiana IV Architecture: soft cover | $ 32.00 PHONE
H
ard cover | . $40.00 NAME
Orange Countiana V Early Business: soft cover | sold out
Hard cover $22.00 ADDRESS
Orange Countiana VI soft cover $20.00 CITY STATE ZIP
Orange County Through Four Centuries $16.00 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS MAIL TO:
by Dr. Leo J. Friis JOHN SORENSON 1-949-559-5668
Fruit Box: An lllustrated Guide to Citrus Labels | $ 35.00 14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINQEZ’G%':
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2011 Fiappy New Year 2011

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM JAN. 2011

NAME/S
CIRCLE ONE
NEW MEMBER RENEWAL
One Year Membership ADDRESS
STUDENT* (WITH ID) $ 10.00
INDIVIDUAL $ 20.00 CITY
FAMILY (same address) $ 35.00
SPONSOR $ 60.00 STATE, ZIP
PATRON $100.00 TELEPHONE E MAIL
LIFE $ 300.00
INSTITUTION* $ 40.00 DSend meeting and special event notices to my e mail.
CORPORATE* $ 200.00 AMT ENCLOSED §$
*NON-VOTING MEMBER Please make check payable to OCHS




