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President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt’s New Deal, was 

a series of programs formed in 
the 1930s to improve America 
as the Great Depression crum-
bled the economy. The Work 
Projects Administration (WPA) 
was one of those programs. In 
short, the WPA employed out-
of-work semiskilled and un-
skilled workers mostly through 
construction jobs. In 1935 the 
WPA began with $5 billion dol-
lars from the Emergency Relief 
Fund. 

If you have never heard of the 
WPA (later called Works Prog-
ress Administration), it built 
116,000 buildings, 78,000 bridg-
es, 8,000 parks, and 651,000 
miles of road and improved 800 
airports. Those feats were ac-
complished in about eight years 
mostly during the Depression of 
the 1930s. (1)

The WPA did more than just 
construction. Although initially 
designed for U.S. infrastructure 
improvements under the Feder-
al One program, it also funded 
the humanities. Collectively, 
Federal One paid for Projects in 
art, theatre, music, and writing, 
and was staunchly supported 
by Eleanor Roosevelt, FDR’s 
wife. (2)

The Arts Project produced 
10,000 drawings, paintings, and 
sculptured works during the 
WPA era. Many public buildings 
(especially post offices) re-
ceived wall murals. The theatri-
cal presentations introduced 
new ideas, performed for 30 
million people, and launched 
many careers. (3) The musical 
pieces helped raise the cultural 
level of Americans as many had 
never been to a concert. 

The writers (6,600 of them) 
produced state and regional 
guides. Its most famous work 
was the Historical Records 
Survey (HRS) to research and 
document our history sources. 
It indexed historical records in 
state, county, and local ar-
chives, as well as Census data 
from 1880 on (still used by 
genealogists). It also created 
bibliographies and  indices for 
books, cemeteries and newspa-
pers. The HRS was said to be 
the most efficient and economi-
cal of all the projects. 

Perhaps Federal One will be 
remembered from those who  
worked during the Depression 
but became famous later: artist 
Jackson Pollock, stage and 
screen director Elia Kazan, ac-

February Program

You can be a Star 
at Show & Tell Time
 
We will have some unique speakers at 
our February program – YOU! 

We are bringing back an old favorite for 
the program, kind of a ‘Show and Tell,’ 
where you get to present topics, items, 
or photos that are part of your family’s 
history or events that you attended back 
in the ‘Good Old Days.’   

This will be at the next OC Historical So-
ciety’s General Meeting on February 10, 
2011 at 7:30 p.m. The meeting place is 
at our usual site at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 2400 N. Canal Street, located 
in Orange behind the Orange Mall.

Now is the time to rummage through 
your garage, files, scrapbooks, or old 
trunks for a choice artifact, photo, or a 
bit of memorabilia that would help you 
tell us something about OC’s history. 
For example, an old orange crate from a 
parent who worked in a packing house 
could be a good story. Maybe your old 
police badge, an aerospace ID, or your 
name badge from Disneyland or Knott’s 
would spark some memories. How 
about a photo when you met Richard 
Nixon or Ronald Reagan, a famous 
movie star, or entertainer? Bring great-
grandpa’s branding iron or some flat-
ware with the name of an old hotel that 
has a story behind it.  
We will have a sign-up sheet when you 
enter and people will speak in the order 
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tors John Houseman, Burt Lancaster, and Orson Welles, 
and writers Richard Wright, Saul Bellow, and Arthur 
Miller, just to name a few.
Unlike the popular Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
which enhanced our national parks, the WPA had its 
critics. The “white-collar” jobs for writers and actors 
were opposed by conservatives for their overtly left-wing 
political themes. Critics said the WPA wasted funds on 
projects that were not needed or wanted. They said that 
the dole of funds went to the President’s favorites and  
that those politicians chose their own areas for projects. 
Another criticism was that the WPA was just a worker 
voter base for FDR. The critics nicknamed the WPA “We 
Poke Along” or “We Piddle Around.” The sarcasms had 
no effect as project foremen had to sustain the jobs and 
had no incentives or leverage on workers as there were 
no demotions or terminations. 

John Steinbeck took exception. “...businessmen (said) 
that the WPA did nothing but lean on shovels. I had an 
uncle who was particularly irritated at shovel-leaning. 
When he pooh-poohed my contention that shovel-lean-
ing was needed, I bet him $5, which I didn’t have, that 
he couldn’t shovel sand for 15 minutes without stopping. 
He said a man should give a good day’s work and got 
a shovel. After three minutes his face was red, at six he 
was staggering and before eight minutes were up his 
wife stopped him to save him from apoplexy. He never 
mentioned shovel-leaning again.” (4)

The huge public facilities work left a permanent stamp 
on the U.S. In addition to the WPA milestones already 
cited, by 1941 it also built 1,634 schools, 105 airports, 
3,000 tennis courts, 3,300 storage dams, 103 golf 
courses, and 5,800 mobile libraries. (5)

It also raised other standards. The Women’s Division 
had appropriate tasks and equal pay, a strong influence 
beyond their 15% enrollment. Discrimination was mini-
mal the Urban League stated. The 350,000 blacks hired 
constituted 15% of all persons in the WPA and twice 
their percentage in society. The WPA Education Pro-
gram lifted many to literacy and trained thousands more 
to be craftsmen and teachers. (6)

At its peak, the WPA was paying about 3.5 million per-
sons to work. In its time, it hired 8.5 million people, paid 
at $15-$90 dollars a month, using a federal budget of 
$11.3 billion. It was the most vigorous attempt in U.S. 
history to stimulate our economy. But in the 40s, the 
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of the list. If we run out of time, we’ll save you for 
another meeting. So dig up some interesting his-
tory and share it with us at 7:30 p.m. on the 10th as 
we listen to our members and guests at the Trinity 
Episcopal Church on Canal Street, between Lincoln 
and Meats, near the Orange Shopping Center. Have 
fun with this one!

We Need a Few Good People

As a volunteer organization, the OCHS could use 
your help with some valuable tasks. As one of our 
members, consider volunteering as a “greeter” at 
our monthly second Thursday evening meetings. It 
would involve coming a few minutes early to distrib-
ute name tags or welcome visitors. We could also 
use help with refreshments after the meeting. It’s a 
good way to get involved and to meet your fellow 
members!   

We need two people each month, but any time you 
could provide would help those doing these tasks 
now. With meetings once a month we could use ten 
people, so bring a friend to join the OCHS as your 
volunteer partner.  

Please call John Sorenson at (949) 559-5668 or 
email him at grncv8@peoplepc.com. Or ask us at 
the next meeting about the tasks and time involved.    
Thanks for considering helping us.  

New Strategic Planning Committee

With the Orange County Historical Society ap-
proaching its 100th anniversary, the Board of Di-
rectors has formed a new committee for strategic 
planning. The group is called the Strategic Planning 
Committee and Vice-President Chris Jepsen is the 
Chair. It will meet to develop a draft of the goals and 
steps to proceed within a 5-10 year time frame. 

The strategic plan will be presented to the Board this 
year. This worthwhile endeavor will help the OCHS 
focus on determining its direction as a Society, what 
goals are important for it to achieve, and the ways 
and means to accomplish its goals.

Updates will be presented on the Committee’s re-
ports to the Board in future issues of the Courier.  
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helped to cleanup 77 homes and businesses that 
were “Unsafe.” Downtown stores had flooded base-
ments and damaged goods. The silt was gradually 
dug out and left for the WPA to haul away. The WPA 
used two dump trucks for 21 days, removing 378 
loads of mud, to help City employees and contrac-
tors. (8)

County Parks
After the first County parklands were donated by the 
Irvine and O’Neill families, the next big recreational 
project was when the U.S. government agreed to 
fund Newport Beach Harbor improvements. Prior, 
the Feds only developed commercial harbors. The 
law was changed to add small craft harbors. In 1933 
the U.S. passed laws to cut joblessness. Building 
the harbor helped Newport Beach recover. (7) The 
work was approved in June of 1934 as a joint City, 
County and Federal task. President Roosevelt dedi-
cated the harbor by sending a telegraph message 
from the White House to officially open Newport 
Harbor. (9)
Fullerton 
City officials and history buffs have restored several 
murals and government facilities from the 1930s. 
Though the New Deal look is less flashy than Art 
Deco, it stands out. For example, the Fullerton 
Museum features a copper-domed cupola, stained-
glass windows and Italian tile inlays. (11) At Fuller-
ton’s post office there is a mural of orange groves at 
harvest time which is WPA art. (12)
The Wilshire Center School of Continuing Educa-
tion has been at its site since 1890. After the Long 
Beach earthquake, it was rebuilt in 1936 by the 
WPA as Wilshire School. In the 80s, the North 
Orange County Community College District bought 
it. With a $5 million district bond, it was remodeled 
with its historic look. Fullerton Heritage Preservation 
awarded it in 2009. The WPA buildings were de-
signed by Donald Beach Kirby using the moderne 
architectural style popular of the time. (10)

The old City Hall is now the Fullerton Police facil-
ity. It was dedicated as City Hall in July, 1942. An 
example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the 
civic building was a WPA project. It also has a WPA 
wall mural by the renowned artist Helen Lunde-
berg showing Southern California history. (10) The 
building’s design has fine details on the tower. The 
Police Department moved into it in 1963.

WPA was criticized for changing course to train people 
for factory jobs. Then unemployment tumbled when 
the U.S. entered WWII and jobs were created by war 
machine factories as defense firms earned contracts. 
So FDR finally gave the WPA its “honorable discharge” 
and it all ended on June 30, 1943. 

OC Gets WPA Projects
Being mostly rural, Orange County (population 
120,000) did not have many WPA or CCC projects, but 
it still managed to receive a fair number. The WPA left 
a lasting mark, constructing high school auditoriums, 
post offices, barbecue pits at Irvine Park and many of 
the landmarks that grace downtown Fullerton. Depres-
sion-era programs also created flood channels and 
built dams in North County that significantly reduced 
winter flooding. (7) Here is our most recent list.*
Anaheim   
The old Anaheim Union High School, damaged during 
the Long Beach earthquake in 1933, has a plaque on 
the school’s Cook Auditorium commemorating the WPA 
that helped rebuild it. A pool was also built. An art deco 
AUHS main building, library and auditorium were built 
by 1936 WPA project #8291 and dedicated. (8)

 In 1940 the Robert Morton theater organ was installed 
in Cook Auditorium, named for William Cook who 
promoted music education and directed the band and 
orchestra at AUHS. 

The J.C. Fremont Elementary School was also a WPA 
project. Anaheim lost its 1935 WPA downtown post 
office to new developments. (7) The City did keep 
historic ornate reliefs of eagles and lighting fixtures, but 
the demolition upset historians and preservationists as 
the OC has few pre-WWII landmarks left.

WPA in the ’38 Flood
WPA crews in Anaheim for water and electrical projects 

Center Street, Anaheim 1938 
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Plummer Auditorium, named for Louis E. Plummer Super-
intendent of Fullerton’s High School and Junior College 
District 1919-1941, is a creative mix of a cathedral design 
and Spanish Colonial style. The west wall along Fullerton 
High school is a WPA fresco mural by noted artist Charles 
Kassler. The fresco of early California was painted over but 
restored and rededicated in 1997.
Hillcrest Park was also a WPA project. (11)  “Fullerton 
made out like a bandit during the New Deal,” said David 
Zenger, Fullerton preservationist. “We got a disproportion-
ate share of federal patronage during the 1930s,” he said. 
(7)
Huntington Beach
Unfortunately, Maxwell’s Restaurant, built by the WPA as 
a seaside dance hall, and an Art Deco market with distinc-
tive architecture were removed during downtown renova-
tions. (7) The WPA also built a new Fire Station in 1939 
located in the 500 block of 5th Street which would have 
cost $20,000, but with WPA help cost just $7,500. The City 
does have its recreation building with a pool as well as its 
Post Office on Main Street built by the WPA. (12)
Laguna Beach
 The City’s old sewage treatment and disposal facility was 
built by the WPA. (12)
Newport Beach 
The Newport Beach Elementary School and Newport 
Harbor High School have WPA Mural art. The New Deal’s 
mark on Orange County extends beyond art and architec-
ture. A WPA effort to build rock jetties at Newport Beach 
is credited with producing the tall waves that make the 
Wedge so popular with surfers. (7) The Harbor Sewage 
Disposal facility was also built by the WPA. (12)

Orange
Hart Park, the City’s first park, was built by the 
City, SERA (State Emergency Relief Agency) and 
the WPA in 1935-1936, including the pool. It was 
dedicated on May 1, 1937 (13) and renamed in 
1964 for Orange Daily News editor William O. 
Hart. The old Post Office was also a WPA project. 
(12) 
Placentia
Some of the Valencia High School buildings, 
including the auditorium and cafeteria, were built 
during the Depression by the WPA.
Santa Ana
The 1929 stock market crash affected the Coun-
ty’s economy. The WPA picked up the slack with 
jobs during the 1930’s. WPA projects in Santa 
Ana included the City Hall at 3rd and Main (1935), 
work on Santa Ana High School (1935-1937), re-
lining the Santiago Creek Channel and developing 
facilities for Santiago Park (1937-38). (7) 
Westminster
Things boomed in the 20s, so Westminster 
seemed ready to leave farming, but the depres-
sion halted that. In 1933, a devastating earth-
quake damaged the city and all its brick buildings. 
The 17th Street Hoover School had to be rebuilt 
and was reopened in 1935. (14) Westminster Au-
ditorium (1940) is one of the few WPA projects left 
and on the National Register of Historic Places. 
(15) 

1.	 Works Progress  Administration: Infoplease.com
2.	 En.wikipedia.org/wpa
3.	 En.wikipedia.org/wpa  
4.	 “Primer on the ‘30s” essay from “America and       	
	 Americans”, John Steinbeck, 1968
5.	 Answers.com/the wpa
6.	 Interment.net/wpa/records
7.	 WPA History LATimes, 6/24/96
8.	 Anaheim Historical Society, WPA
9.	 Letsgoseeit.com/Newport Harbor Nautical 
	 Museum
10.	 Wilshire Center OC Register Article 7/16/09 
11.	 Fullerton Walking Tour brochure
11.12.	 CaliforniaArchives.com/wpa projects
12.13.	 “Orange: The City ‘Round the Plaza” by Phil 		
	 Brigandi
13.14.	 OCalmanac.com
15.	 Westminster-ca.gov/about/history

New Deal from page 3

1948 Photo:  Famed mural in City Hall above the Fullerton City 
Council in session.   Fourth from the left is Irvin ”Ernie” Chap-
man, mayor, also an author in Orange Countiana V.
                                            Photo courtesy of FPL Launer Room 
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   714/524-8164 .. . . .  Billie Willis
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  949/559-5668 .........John Sorenson
  grncv8@peoplepc.com
Activities 
  714/529-5160 .........Jane Norgren
Preservation
  714/558-1067..........Phil Chinn
  philchinn@roadrunner.com
Corresponding/membership 
  714/533-3199 .........Judy Moore
   jbmo38ore@netzero.com
Historian    
  714 /526-4761..........Ken Leavens 
  HistoryOC@aol.com

Editor      
  714/993-7251.........John Bushman
  bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net
Curator 
  714/538-2642 ..........  .Harriet Friis
  JJandHJFriis@aol.com
    Committee:
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                           714/525-4879
                           vvigus@pacbell.net
      Richard Vining   Postcards
                          714 /838-5149
Member at Large
  714/530-1448.......... Don Dobmeier

Member at Large..Stephanie George
  sgeorge@fullerton.edu

Web Master
714 469-9463..........Carolyn Schoff                                                                                                     
ochsschoff@aol.com

OCHS  CALENDAR

•   Board Meeting
February 3, 2011 Trinity

Feb. 10 General MEETING
 at Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N Canal Street, Orange

 7:30 pm Program

You can be a Star 
at Show & Tell Time
Bring your friends
Public is welcome

 
March 10, 2011 Program
 History of the Festival of Arts in 
Laguna Beach

                           2010 - 2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

Price
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00

Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $ 10.00

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $ 70.00 	

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $   4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domguez	 $   4.00                          

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $  3.00

Orange Countiana I   1931 and 1973 sold out
 Orange Countiana II $ 10.00

Orange Countiana III	                                   $ 10.00

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover                                                                     
Hard cover

$ 32.00
$ 40.00

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover
Hard cover

sold out
$ 22.00

Orange Countiana  VI    soft cover $20.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries 
by Dr. Leo J. Friis

$ 16.00

  PHONE ______________________

  NAME _______________________________

  ADDRESS____________________________

  CITY,STATE,ZIP _______________________
    
 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  MAIL TO:
     JOHN SORENSON             1-949-559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA                    
92604

Postcard History Series 5th Printing 
                        Orange County	                 $21.50

All prices include sales tax
      Merchandise  TOTAL              $
Postage and Handling ($4.00 first item, $1 
each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange 
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          
TOTAL DUE	

Fruit Box: An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last	

$ 35.00  

Books For Sale
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M    FEB. 2011
NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________E MAIL ________________  ____

                        Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.   

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


