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Chapman University, located 
in the heart of Orange, will 

celebrate its 150th anniversary 
this year, making it one of the 
oldest universities in the state. 
The University’s private non-
profit campus is affiliated with 
the Christian Church Disciples 
of Christ and grew from basic 
classes to seven fêted schools 
and colleges including an accred-
ited law school and a renowned 
state-of-the-art film school.[1] The 
University also has an interesting 
history involving a different man 
named Chapman from the one 
normally associated with the City 
of Orange.

Technically, the University opened 
its doors on March 4, 1861 as 
Hesperian College in Woodland, 
California, situated some 15 
miles northwest of Sacramento. It 
started that day to coincide with 
President Abraham Lincoln’s in-
auguration. As a Christian school, 
it pursued Lincoln’s principles on 
equality. Thus, Hesperian admit-
ted students of both sexes and all 
races, which was a radical educa-
tional concept in those days.[2]
When California began to offer 
free public education in the late 
1800s, it caused many private 
schools to close. Hesperian met 
that fate in 1895. So the Disciples 

March Program

San Juan Capistrano Saga 
at OCHS

The next Orange County Histori-
cal Society General Meeting will 
be held Thursday, March 10, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 2400 N. Canal Street in 
Orange. The program will feature 
David Belardes covering the history 
of San Juan Capistrano. 

Mr. Belardes will speak about the 
Mission as well as “the people 
of San Juan Capistrano” as both 
made the town possible. He will 
also have a short slide show with 
the presentation which will enhance 
the thorough study he has done on 
the unique southern Orange County 
area. 

These and other inter-
esting historic details 
on the Mission and the 
City will be presented as 
the program at our Gen-
eral Meeting on Thursday, 
March 10th. That night 
Mr. Belardes will enhance 
our knowledge of the SJC 
area’s history. The meet-
ing begins at 7:30 p.m. 
and will be held at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, which 
is located behind the 
Orange Mall. His presen-
tation will follow the usual 
short OCHS business and 
we hope that you will be 
able to attend.

Mission San Juan Capistrano                      Tom Pulley postcard collection                                                                      
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assumed the college’s assets and founded the Berkeley 
Bible Seminary located at U.C. Berkeley.[1] 

This did not lead to financial security either. By 1912, 
the Seminary’s enrollment shrunk to a few classes and it 
struggled to survive. The church decided to move to Los 
Angeles in 1920, and transferred its remaining assets to 
another Disciples college - the California Christian Col-
lege. The new location appeared to have more potential 
as it held classes not far from the downtown area. 

Even in Los Angeles, dire fiscal conditions arose and 
the private college’s survival grew more worrisome. The 
school may have gone under, but for the generosity of 
one man - Charles Clarke Chapman, an Illinois native 
who had great success in Southern California real estate 
investments and as a producer and marketer of Valencia 
oranges. More importantly, he was an avid supporter of 
the Disciples.

Charles C. Chapman
Originally from Illinois, Chapman made a tidy sum in the 
printing and building trades. He was not, however, an ap-
parent relative of John Chapman, the legendary “Johnny 
Appleseed” as folklore has implied.[4] He moved to Cali-
fornia in 1894 for the health of his wife Lizzie. It was to no 
avail as she passed away that year in their Los Angeles 
home. 

Once settled in Southern California, Chapman bought a 
350-acre orange-walnut-peach orchard in the Fullerton-
Placentia area. During his ownership the Old Mission 
Brand, the label under which his oranges were boxed, 
built a good reputation in U.S. markets and garnered high 
prices from 1897 on. [5] This earned him the nickname 
“the father of the Valencia Orange.” [6] *

* Although, like most writers, Chapman allows Richard H. 
Gilman the honor (“Charles C. Chapman, The Career of a 
creative Californian” from memoirs - author’s note: Chap-
man was certainly ‘the father of Selling Valencias.’)

He soon spread his talents to real estate and banking.[2]  
Chapman also married Miss Clara Irvin toward the end 
of the century. They were both members of the Christian 
Church. To accommodate their future family he devoted 
himself to improving the Santa Ysabel Rancho into valu-
able property. The land, consisting of nearly 500 acres in 
its prime, had both walnut groves and America’s oldest 
Valencia orange trees.[6]  

Chapman  from page 1If you missed it...

OCHS on road to Anaheim HS

The Orange County Historical Society will pres-
ent an “Orange Countiana Night” at the Anaheim 
Historical Society’s meeting on Tuesday, March 
15, at 7 p.m. The AHS meeting will be in the 
Loara Elementary School Auditorium, 1601 W. 
Broadway, in Anaheim. 

Orange Countiana Editor Phil Brigandi as well as 
contributors to the Volume 6 edition of “Orange 
Countiana,” will be speak. The authors include: 
Stan Oftelie, Doris Walker, and Paul Clark. These 
authors will discuss the articles that they contrib-
uted to the OCHS’s historical Journal. 

Stan Oftelie lives in Anaheim and wrote for both 
the Orange County Register and the LA Times. 
He has served as Chief Executive Officer of the 
Orange County Transportation Authority, and also 
CEO of the Orange County Business Council. He 
is working on a book about the Orange County 
Supervisors.

Paul F. Clark wrote about pioneer community 
leader A.B. Clark, from a historian’s standpoint 
- as well as being the great-grandson of his 
subject. Paul is a past president of the Orange 
Community Historical Society. He recently retired 
and resides in Palm Desert.

Doris I. Walker, a journalist, photographer, and 
historian, has lived along Orange County’s South 
Coast since 1963, and is the author of histories 
of Dana Point, San Clemente, and Mission Viejo. 
She is a member of the Orange County Historical 
Commission, and has taught California history at 
Saddleback College.

Copies of Orange Countiana 6 will also be avail-
able for purchase, and the authors will stay for a 
signing session after the program. 

The presentation is free to the public and OCHS 
members can still pick up their copy if they didn’t 
attended the meetings when Orange Countiana 6 
was handed out.
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As an orange producer, Chapman was associated 
with irrigation, maybe the most important ingredient 
in the success of the citrus industry. He served as 
director and President of the Anaheim Union Water 
Company for several years. His foresight helped 
those who followed realize success as well. 

His activities and interests were far-reaching in 
religious areas, public affairs, and social circles. 
His philanthropic work was well known. His politi-
cal career gained him almost as much notice as his 
oranges. At the turn of the 20th century, residents of 
Fullerton tried to form a city but failed. In 1904 Ful-
lerton finally incorporated and Chapman was chosen 
as the first Mayor.[7] He served as a member of the 
Republican state central committee and in 1912 ran 
unsuccessfully for the nomination as state senator. 
He was also thought of as a Republican gubernato-
rial candidate and as a possible running mate of 
President Calvin Coolidge in 1924, but declined 
both.[5] 

He had interest in other types of farming, mining 
and in the oil business. He stumbled into the latter, 
having discovered oil on his land near Placentia in 
1919. That gusher changed the worth of the land 
from crops and citrus to oil overnight. His neighbor-
ing ranchers, like the Kraemers, also benefited as 
well.[5]

Chapman was the President of the Commercial 
National Bank in Los Angeles and of the Farmers 
and Merchants National Bank in Fullerton. He was 
one of the founders and first board chairman of Bank 
of America, which started in 1923 in downtown Los 
Angeles at eighth and Broadway. He had large realty 
holdings in and around Los Angeles. One property 
was the Charles C. Chapman Building, a the 13-sto-
ry Beaux Arts building in Los Angeles that is listed as 
an LA Historic Cultural Monument for being one of 
the City’s first steel framed office buildings.

But it was after the Berkeley Bible Seminary moved 
to Los Angeles that he found his true pursuit. It was 
serving on the California Christian College Board of 
Trustees that energized him. He was thrilled at being 
chosen the first chairman of the College Board.

By the ‘20s, Chapman had raised more than 
$828,000 for the new college (including his own 
$400,000). He continued philanthropic efforts with 

A view of the Chapman building in the 1920s
750 S. Broadway and Eighth, Los Angeles 

the LA-based College even into the Great Depression. 
This led its Board of Trustees to officially change the 
institution’s name to Chapman College, which they an-
nounced at the 1934 commencement.[5]

Chapman later wrote: “Every time my eyes fall upon 
the printed words ‘Chapman College’ or my ears hear 
the announcement over the radio or I hear the name 
spoken by anyone, I experience a thrill. At times, this 
honor seems only a dream.”[1]

Moving to Orange County
Being private, the Depression hit Chapman College 
hard. Then the World War II draft devastated its stu-
dent body, leaving only 80 part-time students by mid-
1942. In an effort to cut losses, the Board dismissed 
the college’s faculty. New College President George 
Reeves immediately moved Chapman’s classes to 
Whittier College’s campus for the next three years. To 
earn income and reduce the college’s debts, he rented 
the Chapman campus to the U.S. Navy. 
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Jack Benny made an appearance at SAAAB
                                 Courtesy of the Costa Mesa Historical Society

Chapman University was listed among the top universi-
ties in the nation by U.S. News & World Report and the 
Princeton Review. In the 2008 rankings of the best col-
leges, Chapman University was listed as 10th among 
masters-level universities in the West.[3]

During its 150-year history, Chapman evolved from a 
small college into a midsized liberal arts and sciences 
university. It has 6,000 undergraduate, graduate and 
law students. Its mission is to provide specific educa-
tion to build inquiring, ethical and productive lives.[1]

Even with innovation, Chapman kept its historical look. 
Its ivy league-like 76 acre tree-lined campus blends 
refurbished historic buildings with the latest Internet 
and satellite-connected learning centers. Five of its 
buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The west end of the campus looks like it did 
over a century ago.[8] 

Yet with new methods of education, there are more 
opportunities to learn how to make Orange County a 
better place.  Charles C. Chapman would be proud.
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During the War, Charles 
C. Chapman died in April 
1944, just shy of his 91st 
birthday. The school had 
lost its main benefactor, 
but after the war, most 
of its students returned. 
The three-story college 
buildings on the 5-acre 
Vermont Avenue could 
not suffice. 

The College sought other 
facilities and the sun 
shined on it again when 
the Orange Unified School District announced it 
was building a new high school. The old Orange 
High had opened on September 21, 1903 as the 
County’s fourth high school.[8] Located at Glassell 
Street and Palm Avenue, its first year enrollment 
was 81 students. The old high school facilities are 
one of the few examples of neoclassical architec-
ture left in Southern California. 

In 1953 the high school moved to its current site 
on Shaffer and Walnut Streets across the street 
from the current university dorms. The original high 
school site became the Chapman College campus 
in 1954, a move that made it the first accredited 
four-year college in Orange County.

Two innovative programs put Chapman on the 
map. The first was the teaching of classes at the 
El Toro Marine Base for military personnel in 1958. 
This led to other military sites wanting instruction 
and the program soared like a jet. The other was 
the World Campus Afloat, started in 1965 as the 
Seven Seas Program. The College rented a com-
mercial ship to take students on study tours around 
the world. 

In 1991 Chapman College became Chapman 
University due to its academic growth since the 
‘60s. The varied disciplines were then placed into 
special schools or colleges at the University. Since 
1992, enrollment has doubled again[1] and new 
buildings and the return of football (after a 62-year 
absence) [9] were added. 

    Orange Union High School
                                                                          Postcard from Don Dobmeier Collection
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OCHS  CALENDAR

•   Board Meeting
     March 3, 2011 Trinity

March 10 MEETING
 

at Trinity Episcopal Church
   7:30 pm Program

San Juan Capistrano Saga 
at OCHS 

by David Belardes

April  
     Authors Night

May  
    Preservation

                           2010 - 2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President 

Greg Rankin                       949/643-0602  

Price
Bawdy Balboa by Judge Robert Gardner $ 25.00

Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter- $ 10.00

Centennial Bibliography of Orange County $ 70.00 	

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadow $   4.00

José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Domguez	 $   4.00                          

The Portolá Expedition 1789 $  3.00

Orange Countiana I   1931 and 1973 sold out
 Orange Countiana II $ 10.00

Orange Countiana III	                                   $ 10.00

Orange Countiana  IV Architecture: soft cover                                                                     
Hard cover

$ 32.00
$ 40.00

Orange Countiana  V Early Business: soft cover
Hard cover

sold out
$ 22.00

Orange Countiana  VI    soft cover $20.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries 
by Dr. Leo J. Friis

$ 16.00

  PHONE ______________________

  NAME _______________________________

  ADDRESS____________________________

  CITY,STATE,ZIP _______________________
    
 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  MAIL TO:
     JOHN SORENSON             1-949-559-5668

14932 GAINFORD CIRCLE, IRVINE, CA                    
92604

Postcard History Series 5th Printing 
                        Orange County	                 $21.50

All prices include sales tax
      Merchandise  TOTAL              $
Postage and Handling ($4.00 first item, $1 
each additional item.
Bibliography of OC and Orange 
Blossoms are $5.00 each, $1 additional.                          
TOTAL DUE	

Fruit Box: An Illustrated Guide to Citrus Labels
by Gordon McClelland and Jay Last	

$ 35.00  

Books For Sale
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

  MAIL TO  :  OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS, Apt. C, ANAHEIM, 92801

   
CIRCLE ONE  

NEW MEMBER       RENEWAL
One Year Membership

   STUDENT* (WITH ID)	 $   10.00
   INDIVIDUAL	            $   20.00
   FAMILY (same address)	 $   35.00
   SPONSOR	                      $   60.00
   PATRON	                       $ 100.00
   LIFE	                                 $ 300.00
   INSTITUTION*	            $   40.00
   CORPORATE*	            $ 200.00
 
          *NON-VOTING MEMBER

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M   March. 2011
NAME/S _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________

STATE, ZIP _____________________________________________

TELEPHONE________________E MAIL ________________  ____

                        Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.   

AMT ENCLOSED  $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS


