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OCHS
Hosts Authors’ Night

The next Orange County Historical
Society General Meeting will be
Thursday, April 14, and will feature
a program by authors of Orange
County history. The presentation
will take place at 7:30 p.m. at the
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N.
Canal Street in Orange. That night
we expect to hear from Guy Ball,
Michael Barry, Chris Epting, Karin
Kline and Joe Santiago as they
provide insight on their segments
of Orange County history.

Images of America: Tustin is

Guy Ball’s third Arcadia Publish-
ing book. Mr. Ball will talk about
old Tustin and North Tustin. His
presentation has photos from the
book including vintage images
from the late 1800s to the 1970s.
He researched Tustin’s history and
has detailed description for read-
ers. The book goes from the city’s
founding, to agricultural and busi-
ness, and ends at the transition
from citrus into neighborhoods.

Award winning author Michael T.
Barry has lived in Orange County
since 1986 and graduated from
California State University, Ful-
lerton. He authored Final Resting
Places Orange County’s Dead

& Famous (Schiffer Publishing,
2010), and has a new book entitled
Fade to Black: Graveside Memo-
ries of Hollywood Greats, 1927-
1950 (also Schiffer, March, 2011).
There will be a slide show on the
highlights from the Orange County
areas of the book.

Authors continued on page 2

Angels Heavenly in Orange County
By John Bushman

he Angels baseball club went

from playing poorly to winning
a World Series title. They did it
with some luck, help from a cow-
boy, colorful characters, loyal fans,
and a monkey. This month, 8,000
games later, yet still seeming new,
the Angels turn 50 years old.

Major League baseball (MLB)
teams did not always play on the
West Coast even though baseball
was supposed to be “America’s
Pastime.” By the 1920s MLB was
only as far as St. Louis. In the
1940s teams wanted to go west
as the Pacific Coast League (PCL)
was profitable and it played in
great weather. Former PCL players
said many refused major league
contracts because they made
more money than they could in the

big leagues. The St. Louis Browns
asked to move west in the ‘40s,
but the American League owners
said no. World War Il halted any
moves, but in 1954 the Browns
did move, only it was east to be
the Baltimore Orioles. That move
followed the Boston Braves going
to Milwaukee and helped open the
door to expansion west.

Rumors were rampant about Los
Angeles officials talking to other
eastern teams. In 1958 after the
Dodgers and Giants came west
and were profitable, the hot topic
among the Major League own-
ers was possibly starting another
western team. Gene Autry was
interested in those rumors. He was
one of the most successful sing-
Angels continued on page 2
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Authors from page 1

Chris Epting is the author of 18 books including
“James Dean Died Here”, “Roadside Baseball”, “Led
Zeppelin Crashed Here” and other Pop Culture de-
lights. He also writes for the Los Angeles Times, AOL
News, and Orange Coast Magazine. He is the host of
the PBS-SoCal TV series, “Forgotten Orange County”
and lives in Huntington Beach. His latest book is, “Or-
ange County Then and Now.”

50 Hikes in Orange County by Karin Klein (Country-
man Press, 2010) is about interesting hikes and the
history of the paths. She can walk the talk as Ms Kline
volunteers at Aliso/Wood Canyons, Caspers Wilder-
ness Park, and Crystal Cove State Park. The book
presents short walks to harder hikes through interest-
ing OC hiking spots. An award-winning editorial writer,
she is a 25-year resident of Orange County.

Joe Santiago has written a new book on the history
of Huntington Beach to draw attention to the city’s
centennial celebration. It is called: Ebb & Flow: 100
years of Huntington Beach. The book features many
old photos and Mr. Santiago will inspire our visits to
the beach city with his presentation of the evolution of
Philip Stanton’s and Henry Huntington’s dreams.

The authors will discuss these interesting books at
our 7:30 p.m. meeting on April 14 at Trinity Episcopal
Church, located behind the Orange Mall. The presen-
tations will follow an OCHS update. The books will be
for sale after the meeting.  See you there.

Orange Countiana Continues

The Orange County Historical Society will again
publish the Orange Countiana, an historical journal
revived last year after five previous issues starting in
1931. After last year’s sixth volume, we want Orange
Countiana to be an annual publication. But to ensure
that it will happen we need your help

Phil Brigandi, the journal’s editor is still seeking
articles (up to 5,000 words) about any aspect of the
County’s history, cities or communities, or people.
Articles should be written for a general audience.
Footnotes and bibliographies are welcome, but not
required. lllustrated articles are always preferred.
To submit for consideration or for more information
contact Mr. Brigandi at ockid@netzero.com or (714)
731-2988.

A subscription to Orange Countiana is included for all
regular OCHS memberships. Additional copies will be
available for purchase.

Angels from page 1

ing cowboys, starring in 93 movies. The November
Courier article on the Santa Ana Army Air Force Base
in Orange County noted that Gene joined the Army

in 1942 and trained there. Then he flew WWII cargo
missions over the “Hump” (the Himalayas) to China.
Gene also helped the USO before returning to Hol-
lywood.[1] Autry is the only celebrity with five stars
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame; one in every cat-
egory used by the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
(Motion Pictures, Radio, Recording, Television, and
Theater).

Quite an entrepreneur, Autry was the first major movie
star to try the new television medium. He produced
and starred in 91 episodes of his show. He bought
Los Angeles radio (KMPC) and television (KTLA)
stations (In 1982 he sold those and his other stations
in the Golden West Network.). Gene had declined to
play in the minors after Will Rogers said Autry would
be a star singer. But he loved baseball so he asked to
buy the broadcast rights for the new team at the 1959
owners’ meeting.[2]

People from former baseball players to tycoons
wanted to buy that LA team. There was just one
problem: Dodger owner Walter O’Malley. He invoked
his exclusive right as LA’s sole major league team if
he didn’t like the bidder.[2] If O’Malley kept trumping
the deals, there would not be a new LA team. But the
majority of the baseball executives were impressed
by Autry’s business sense and asked him to be the
owner of the new franchise. So he bought a team and
named it the Los Angeles Angels, for the translation
of the city’s name as well as its former minor league
team.[3] Even though they were an American League
team (AL), O’'Malley owned the rights to the name. It
cost Gene over $300,000 to call them the Angels — a
horse trade the cowboy never forget.

The Beginning

The first Angels players were drafted from other
teams so they were ‘unique’ with a range of talent.
They had Steve Bilko, a portly first baseman from
the PCL Angels. Tom Satriano, an infielder, played at
USC. Albie Pearson was a 5’ 5” center fielder from
El Monte.[4] Bill Rigney managed the team its initial
season and they set a record for the highest winning
percentage for a first year expansion club. The new
team played at Wrigley Field (the old Angels’ park).
Under O’Malley’s contract, in 1962 the team moved
into Dodger Stadium and shared the field. But the
Angels called it Chavez Ravine. The team was in the
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AL pennant race in late July — good for a
young team.

Bo Belinsky was an early Angels star
known for shooting pool and dating Holly-
wood starlets. He was also a good pitcher
and threw the first no-hit game in Dodger
Stadium. On a personal note, in college |
parked cars at a nice restaurant and one
night Bo and a gang (but no starlets) came
in. When they finally left, | thanked him for
coming. Bo shook my hand and | thought:
‘Here comes a big tip.” But he yelled at a L B
crony to tip me - and he did. Bo was king of & B
the hill then. '

Besides Bo, the Angels developed Dean

Chance as a pitcher. Dean was voted the

best pitcher in the Major Leagues in 1964. That
year they also paid Rick Reichardt a record signing
bonus.[5] He is more famous now as the answer to
the trivia question: “Who was the first Angel to hit a
home run at Anaheim Stadium?”

Despite a decent team, the Angels did not draw fans
in Chavez Ravine. The deal with O’Malley frus-
trated Autry[3] as he saw the club’s potential and
wanted his own field and lease. He found land in
Long Beach and Anaheim. Gene liked the 160-acre
site near the Santa Ana River and made a deal with
the City of Anaheim. Ballpark construction began

in 1964. While it was being built, Bud Furillo, a Los
Angeles Herald-Examiner sports editor, nicknamed
the stadium ‘the Big A’ after a tall steel frame with

a scoreboard in it that looked like the letter A. The
landmark is now a billboard along the freeway.

California Angels

At the end of the 1965 season the team changed its
name while they were in LA. They became known
as the California Angels for the next 31 years.[2] In
Los Angeles they drew about 700,000 fans. In 1966,
their first Anaheim season, they lead the league with
1.4 million fans. The Angels had a competitive team
by 1970 and Alex Johnson was the league’s best hit-
ter, the only time an Angel has done it. Also notable
were pitchers Ken McBride and Clyde Wright (threw
the first no-hitter in Anaheim), shortstop Jim Fregosi
(six-time All Star), slugger Leon Wagner, and catch-
er Buck Rodgers. Fregosi and Rodgers were later
Angel managers.

Nolan Ryan made fans cheer when he took the
mound. He tossed four of his seven no-hitters for
the Halos.[3] Nolan’s fastball earned him and the

AnaHeim Stadiu Home of the California nel
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Angels fame as he broke
pitching records. Ryan’s
other asset was attract-
ing the media which

put the Angels in the
national spotlight.[4] He
and pitcher Frank Ta-
nana had fans singing,
“Tanana, Ryan and two
days of crying.”[2]

In 1979 manager
Fregosi’s team won their
division. They were led
by Don Baylor, the first
designated hitter to win

W NOLAN RYAN
the Most Valuable Player

award. Other stars were Ryan, Bert Campaneris, Rod
Carew, Dan Ford and Bobby Grich. After the season,
Buzzie Bavasi, General Manager, released Ryan.
Buzzie said that Nolan, who was won 16 and lost 14
games, could be replaced “with two 8-7 pitchers.”
Ryan went on the win 300 games and is in the Hall of
Fame. Bavasi later said that it was “the worst mistake |
ever made in all my years in baseball.”[2]

Frustrating Years

The “old” Big A died in 1979 when the LA Rams foot-
ball team moved in. To get 65,000 football seats,
Anaheim enclosed the field and walls of continuous
concrete cut off the views. It was hard for the Angels to
draw fans with so many bad seats for baseball.
Manager Gene Mauch nearly got the Angels in the
1982 World Series. Reggie Jackson joined other
veteran players and the team won their division again.
Although they won the first two games of the play-
offs, they then lost three straight to Milwaukee. Steve
Angels continued on page 4
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Angels _continued from page 3

Reggie Jackson and Gene Au'try

Bisheff sarcastically said in Tales from the Angels
Dugout, “No team in history had ever come back
from a 0-2 deficit to win in a best-of-five series. Of
course, no team had ever faced the Angels in that
situation.”[6]

They met Boston in a 1986 playoff. The Angels were
ahead 3 games to 1 over the Red Sox and needed
only one out to go to the World Series. With a four-
run lead in the 9th inning, pitcher Mike Witt gave up
a home run to ex-Angel Baylor, but the Angels still
led 5-4. The next batter got on base, so Mauch put
in top relief pitcher Donnie Moore to save the game.
The Angels needed one more strike when Boston
got a home run off Moore and went ahead.

I was mowing the lawn and listening to the game on
a portable radio when it happened. | thought the bat-
teries had died. It was dead silence at the stadium
and only quiet on the air waves. Most folks forget
that the Angels tied the game in the bottom of the

ninth, but the Red Sox finally won it two innings later.

The Angels were traumatized, went to Boston, and
lost the pennant. Fans tore up Moore, implying he
caused the team’s humiliation. He was even harder
on himself, as that pitch haunted him and he later
took his own life.

The Angels did not make the playoffs for the next 15
years and had some tough seasons. In 1992 an Angel
bus transporting the team crashed and 12 players were
injured. Manager Buck Rodgers was hospitalized for
60 days. This was not the bottom. The team was in first
place by 11 games late in the 1995 season but spiraled
slowly to finish tied with Seattle. In a one game playoff,
the Mariners routed the Angels to take the title.

Some problems were due to management. Autry was
not supervising due to iliness. In his absence, Gene’s
younger wife Jackie was often the decision maker, yet
sometimes it was the Disney Company making moves
as Autry had sold a partial interest in the team to them.
In 1996 he sold Disney the controlling interest. For his
efforts, the Angels retired the number 26 in his honor. A
baseball team has 25 players, but his support was like
a 26th player.

Gene Autry died just three days after his 91st birthday
at his home in Studio City and just nine days after be-
ing at an Angel game. His death on October 2, 1998
was less than three months after the death of Roy
Rogers another celebrated cowboy.

Disney took over in 1997 and gave the 32-year old
stadium a “new look.” After a $120 million (plus the
City’s $30 million) remodel, it was renamed Edison
International Field of Anaheim and the team became
the Anaheim Angels.

Bright Spots

The Rally Monkey debuted in 2000. The Angels were
behind the Giants one night and as a joke, the video
crew ran a snippet from “Ace Ventura: Pet Detective”
showing a monkey jumping up and down with a “Rally
Monkey” sign flashing. The Angels came back to win
and a mascot and the team’s reputation as “the come-
back kids’ was born.

In 2002 skeptics said the Angels would finish third out
of four teams. They looked bad by losing 14 of the first
20 games. Managed by Mike Scioscia, the team came
back and won 99 games. The Halos made the playoffs
and beat New York and Minnesota to win their first
pennant.

They met the San Francisco Giants in the World Series
and the two teams scored runs like little leaguers in the
highest-scoring Series ever. The Halos were down 3
games to 2 and fans worried that the Rally Monkey had
lost its magic. The turning point was game 6, probably
the most dramatic comeback in Angel history. Behind

Angels continued on page 5
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Angels continued

5-0 and 8 outs from losing, the Halos rallied on a Scott
Spezio home run that caused a cheer loud enough to
be heard in Frisco. They won that game and the decid-
ing game for the Angels first World Series title.

Gene Autry, who had died in 1998,[7] surely smiled
down on them — particularly when Jackie accepted the
trophy on behalf of the ‘California Angels’, the team’s
name under Gene’s ownership. The morning after the
victory, The Orange County Register heralded it with a
“7th Heaven”[8] headline, a play on the name Angels
and the seven game World Series victory.[9]

Disney sold the team to Arte Moreno in 2003. It was the
first major U.S. sports team owned by a Hispanic. Angel
season ticket holders jumped to 32,000 after the World
Series title, so Angel Stadium is nearly full nightly. Gene
would be proud of his team, as it is all history now.

Team Names

Los Angeles Angels, 1961-65

California Angels, 1965-1996

Anaheim Angels, 1997-2005

Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim, since 2005

Ballpark Names

Wrigley Field (Los Angeles), 1961

Chavez Ravine (Dodger Stadium), 1962-1965
Anaheim Stadium, 1966-1997

Edison International Field, 1998-2003

Angel Stadium of Anaheim, 2004 to present

Retired Angels Numbers

11 Jim Fregosi

26 Gene Autry

29 Rod Carew

30 Nolan Ryan

42 (Jackie Robinson)*

50 Jimmy Reese

* Retired by all teams as first Black player in Major Leagues.
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