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OCHS
Preservation Month

The endangered remnants of

the Japanese community at Win-
tersburg (now part of Huntington
Beach) will be the topic of our an-
nual Preservation Month program
on May 12th.

This is the most important extant
Asian American historical site in
Orange County, and still features
the Wintersburg Japanese Presby-
terian Church -- including the 1910
mission and manse, and the 1934
church -- as well as the pioneer
Furuta family’s charming California
bungalow. All of this property now
belongs to the Rainbow Disposal
Company, which has proposed a
plan to reuse the land as a dump-
ster storage yard.

Is there still a way to preserve this
important piece of Orange County’s
heritage?

Our May meeting will feature a
panel discussion with Associate
Curator at the Japanese American
National Museum Carla Tengan,
CSUF Professor of History Emeri-
tus Dr. Art Hansen, and Orange
County historian Phil Brigandi (who
studied this site in the 1970s),

and Rainbow Disposal Co. C.0.0.
Jerry Moffatt. Members of the Win-
tersburg Japanese Presbyterian
Church have also been invited to
attend but have not yet responded
as this newsletter goes to press.

Wintersburg continued on page 2

OCs Fast Moving Star
By John Bushman

fter the First World War many
mericans were ready to kick

up their heels and live a little. That
bent was fueled by a new sen-
sation: motion pictures - mainly
filmed in nearby Hollywood. While
Angelinos partied into the ‘roar-
ing twenties,” Orange County was
mostly an agrarian enclave of hard
working farmers. Its eight cities
were surrounded mostly by crops
and fruits and thus tranquil, save
for picking season and the noisy oil
fields.

That serene ‘small town’ scene
vanished 90 years ago when a
Hollywood “vamp,” silent film star
Bebe Daniels, came to the county.
She drove her sporty automobile
over 50 miles per hour, which was
way over the speed limit. Due to

Futura house

her haste she was cited for speed-
ing - some say racing. The after-
math of Bebe’s booboo became
what we would now call (think of
Lindsay Lohan) a media event.

Bebe (a childhood nickname)
came a long way to get to Orange
County. She was born in Dallas,
Texas, as Phyllis Virginia Daniels
some 20 years before. Her father
and mother were involved in the
theater, so the family went west
to Los Angeles. Bebe was acting
by the age of four, touring on the
stage and at 10 she was Dorothy
in the silent film version of The
Wizard of OZ. Later she appeared
in Cecil B. DeMille’s The Squaw
Man, the first full-length feature
film produced in Hollywood.

Bebe continued on page 2
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Wintersburg from page 1

The program will begin at 7:30p.m., May
12th, at Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N.
Canal St., Orange.

The Orange County Register and Rafu Shim-
po (a prominent Japanese-English language
newspaper) have written about the impend-
ing fate of Wintersburg. Others monitoring
the situation with concern include the City

of Huntington Beach’s Historical Resources
Board, the California Office of Historic Pres-
ervation, the California Preservation Founda-
tion, the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, the Preserving California’s Japantowns
project, and members of the Orange County
Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens
League.

If you'd like to know when the Environment
Impact Report for the proposed develop-
ment of this historic site becomes available,
contact Ricky Ramos, Associate Planner

at the City of Huntington Beach, and ask to
be added to the list of individuals to receive
notice when the EIR is released for public
comment. Ramos can be contacted at (714)
536-5438 or rramos@surfcity-hb.org.

Board of Directors Nominations Open

The Orange County Historical Society’s
nominating committee welcomes nominations
of individuals for the Board of Directors elec-
tions. The Society is governed by a Board of
13 members. The Directors are elected by
the membership to serve a three-year term.
Directors usually meet ten times a year from
September through June. During that time
they set policies and oversee OCHS opera-
tions. The Directors annually elect the Soci-
ety’s officers. In addition, a director can be
the chairperson of one of the Board’s com-
mittees such as membership, preservation,
website, historian, etc.

Please consider serving on the Board of
Directors. Candidates need to be current
members of the Society. If you are interested
in serving or if you would like to recommend
someone, please contact Stephanie George
at stephgeorge@gmail.com by Friday, May 6,
2011.

Bebe from page 1

On January 11, 1921, the pretty Bebe was driving a high
horse-powered Marmon nearly full throttle though the thor-
oughfare of Tustin. In the car were her mother (also named
Phyllis) and a friend who happened to be the heavyweight
boxing champion Jack Dempsey. As she blew by the boon-
docks leaving her Hollywood land of make believe behind,
alas, she ran through a notorious Orange County speed trap.
She passed Motorcycle Officer Vernon “Shorty” Myers on
Irvine Boulevard (no freeways then). Officer Myers pulled her
over for what started as a simple speeding ticket. Bebe had
collected some in Los Angeles County, so it didn’t daunt her.
After all, she was a “Movie Star” and the normal laws didn’t
apply. “Shorty” was not impressed by her celebrity status and
wrote up a ticket.[1]

It would not have fazed her, except she was headed to San
Juan Capistrano to celebrate her birthday, which was January
14th. It ruined her jubilation so she hired a lawyer to save her
from the jaws of justice. The traffic case became bigger when
Bebe’s lawyer demanded a jury trial. It was so granted and
her day in court was set for March 28, 1921 before Justice
John Belshazzar Cox, who probably relished the case as

he did not avoid the limelight. [9] However, he was hard on
crime and speeders particularly. To show how overblown Ms
Daniels’ case became, in the series on the 50 Most Notorious
Trials in Orange County, writer Larry Welborn of the Orange
County Register ranked it 36th.[2]

Just as with Hollywood stars today, the trial became a side-
show. Bebe had the public’s support as mobs of fans and
gawkers all wanted to see the star. Her recent film, She
Couldn’t Help It, was premiered a few blocks away at the
Yost Theatre in Santa Ana, so most everyone knew of her.
She was 20 in 1921 and by then she had made 130 to 170
(credits were not well documented) movies, shorts, serial
episodes, and filmed stage plays.

While waiting for the trial before Judge Cox, Bebe was en-
ticed to appear at a benefit in Fullerton. She performed in

a vampy costume and sang something that she called the
Judge Cox Blues. She received many flower bouquets after
the event and legend has it that one was from the Judge. The
gossip was rampant and her press agent spread it as fast as
he could. All this, of course, played havoc on getting a non-
biased jury.

For a quiet county, it seemed that everyone wanted to see
the next act of Bebe’s show. By the time the court was called
to order on trial day, it was estimated that over 600 watchers
were wedged into the courtroom. Some 1,500 more spec-
tators gathered outside the Santa Ana courthouse to get a
glimpse of the star. Bebe arrived at the courthouse wearing
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a fur coat and a veiled hat.[2] Scores of Hollywood
celebrities attended the proceedings according to
published accounts.

At the trial, Officer Myers testified that he calcu-
lated the speed Miss Daniels was traveling using

a mathematical formula that the defense found a
bit oblique. Bebe’s excuse to the jury was that she
had to go fast because the radiator was leaking
and she wanted to get the auto to a garage quickly.
Mr. Mosely, the Deputy District Attorney, said that
Bebe was breaking the commandment of “Thou
shalt not kill” by endangering people’s lives as she
sped through the barking dogs in dusty Tustin. He
stated that even if she had a faulty automobile it did
not give her the right to bypass the law.(3) Mr. W.1.
Gilbert, Bebe’s attorney, centered his argument on
the premise that Shorty’s math might be mumbo
jumbo.

Within five minutes the jury, made up primarily of
farmers who probably did not want their dogs run
over, found her guilty in their vote. Judge Cox,
called the “eat ’em up” judge, had never failed to
send speeders to jail if they were caught exceeding
50 mph. When the Judge pronounced the penalty
he said: “That which is about to be done is hard for
this court to do...” Then he decreed, “Bebe Daniels,
it is the judgment of the court that you be confined
in the Orange County Jail for a period of ten days.”

Counselor Gilbert quickly moved for a new trial.
The judge overruled the motion as was Bebe’s ap-
peal later.

Bebe met the press afterwards philosophically. “Oh
well, | suppose if you live in a small town you get
like that,” she said. Then added, “I bet 56 point 5
miles an hour sounds awfully fast if you've never
driven anything faster than a plow.”

Her press agent spread her martyrdom magnifi-
cently. She was just a victim of cold inflexible condi-
tions and the cruel unfeeling judicial system. Since
she was going to the county jail, Bebe asked if her
head would be shaved and if she would be hand-
cuffed. She was informed that things were not that
strict in Orange County. Bebe took that literally.

On April 15, the curtain rose on the third act, Bebe
arrived at the old Jailhouse on time to do her time.
She brought her press agent and an entourage to
carry suitcases of clothes, boxes of chocolates, and
her hatboxes. More essentials would soon arrive to
comfort the Hollywood celebrity about to occupy a
jail as temporary housing.

Bebe at the wheel

The first night in jail, her mother was allowed to stay

in the cell with her poor daughter. The next morning a
furniture store delivered a bedroom set to her jail cell
and set it up. Not wanting to be left out of any publicity,
the local restaurants catered her meals.

Still the charade continued. The studio’s hairdresser
came every morning to do her bobbed hair. Popular
Mack Sennett actress Mabel Normand sent Bebe a
Victrola and many records “to while away her long
lonely nights.” She also sent flower bouquets, which
undoubtedly cost Mabel mucho money but generated
good publicity. She would need it as she was also
involved in two fateful trials herself.

Authorities got tougher though when Bebe asked if
she could have a piano and the jailer turned her down.
Young girls throughout the county brought some 30
kittens to the jail so Bebe could have cuddly company.
The heartless jailer denied her them too. Oh the cru-
elty!

One day Abe Lyman of the Sunset Inn Jazz Band from
Santa Monica brought the boys in the band down to
serenade Bebe. Again, the mean jailer would not let
them perform inside. Not to worry; Lyman and the
band just went outside and set up near her cell win-
dow. They serenaded her with lively music. One of the
tunes later appeared in a film where she and Rudolph
Valentino danced to the number.

Miss Daniels also got hundreds of telegrams, includ-
ing one from a pal, movie star Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle,
who offered hope. His message was: “Dear Bebe,
Houdini is in town. Can we help? Love.” Arbuckle had
his own issues in 1921. A popular actor in the era, he
was involved in two publicized criminal trials. Although

Bebe continued on page 4
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Bebe continued from page 3

he was acquitted by a jury of assault and wrote an
apology, the scandal ruined his career.

During Bebe’s stay, the jailhouse guest book listed
about 700 visitors, among those were: friend Bob
Lee; her old beau Harold Lloyd; Marie Mosquini,

a silent screen comedienne; Max Linder, a silent
comic before Chaplin became king; and Miss
Ethel Lynn, a silent film actress.[1] Bebe asked the
jailer to tell them that she was out. The man was
so careworn by the constant calamities that he
informed her that he would not lie for her.

Bebe remembered the wonderful evening dinners
furnished by the restaurants in what, she said,
“must have been the strangest jail sentence ever.”
Yet, for all these advantages she enjoyed, she
said the suffering was enormous: “Each night |
had the recurring feeling of how awful it was to be
locked in a cell.”

Enough was enough! She was released on April
24 after serving nine days of the sentence. The
one day off was for ‘good’ behavior. She described
her time in jail as “the longest nine days | have
ever spent in my life.[4] As she readied to leave
the old jailhouse she was met by none other than
Judge Cox, who presented her with a bouquet of
flowers. Outside on the steps she said that: “I'll
never speed again as long as | live.”[8]

In the final act, Bebe departed Orange County al-
most as fast as she arrived. She was off to Holly-
wood for a film that awaited her. It was for Realart
Studio, an ancillary of Paramount, and called “The
Speed Girl.” It was a parody about doing time in
the Orange County Jail.[5]

Bebe really was a star. She put her hands and
feet impressions in wet cement at the old Grau-
man’s Chinese Theatre in Hollywood in 1929.
[6]) She married actor Ben Lyons in 1930, her
costar in her third talkie, “Alias French Gertie.”
There were no more speeding tickets and her life
slowed to normal. The couple drifted away from
Hollywood and moved to England in the 1930s,
raising two children. During WWII, they costarred
in a weekly British radio program to provide relief
for families. Later they did the show on television,
called, “Life with the Lyons” (like an English Ozzie
and Harriett), until 1961.[7] Bebe died in London
March 16, 1971, but is interred in Hollywood’s
Forever Cemetery.

(1) Bebe Daniel, The Speed Girl, Marilyn Slater, Aug. 1, 2009
(2) The Orange County Register ‘50 Most Notorious
Cases in Orange County History’

(3) Los Angeles Times Bebe Daniels Has Busy Day, April
18, 1921

(4) March 29, 1921 LA Times

(5) www.latimes.com/projects/hollywoodportraits

(6) Los Angeles Times March 16, 1971;

(7) Los Angeles Times Jan. 15, 2009

(8) Los Angeles Times May 22, 1988, Patrick Mott

8)
(9) Orange County Bar Association, the Roaring 20’s,
Danni Murphy

K({ Theda Bara as Cleopatra on her barge

OC: a Silent Movie Star

“On Location: Orange County in Silent Film” will
open May 6th at the Old Orange County Courthouse Mu-
seum, at 211 W. Santa Ana Blvd, in Santa Ana. Produced
by the Orange County Archives and OC Parks, the exhibit
will run until August 13, 2011.

During the silent film era, Orange County’s natural beauty,
landscapes, beaches, and proximity to Hollywood made

it the home to some 500 productions. We hit the silver
screen in 1910 when D.W. Griffith directed Two Brothers
for the Biograph Company. Mary Pickford (soon to be
“America’s Sweetheart”) and Mack Sennett (of Keystone
Kops fame) were in small roles. San Juan Capistrano and
its mission were popular for filming with Mark of Zorro
(1920) with Douglas Fairbanks and Rose of the Golden
West (1924) starring Gilbert Roland and Mary Astor.

The who’s who of silent films filmed in Orange County,
including Buster Keaton, Harold Lloyd, Theda Bara, Lon
Chaney, and Rudolph Valentino. Pirate ships and Cleopa-
tra’s barge sailed through Newport Harbor. On the rocks
of Laguna Beach, mermaids sunbathed and Robinson
Crusoe awaited rescue. Moses parted the Red Sea, and
Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle and Mack Sennett clowned at
Seal Beach’s Joy Zone. Irvine Ranch and the Santa Ana
Canyon were also locations.

So, get a front row seat at the Old Orange County Court-
house Museum in Santa Ana from May 6th through
August 13, 2011.
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OCHS CALENDAR
* Board Meeting
May 5, 2011 Trinity

May 12 MEETING

Renew Membership now during Bargain

The annual renewal of Orange County Historical So-
ciety memberships is next month. May and June are
bargain times for renewing your commitment to the
understanding, enjoyment, and preservation of Orange

County’s history.

During this nationwide financial crisis, we have not
raised our membership fees. In fact, most of our fees
have been in place for many years. However, start-
ing July 1, 2011 for the membership period of 2011 to
2012, the costs will rise in some, but not all, catego-
ries. So by renewing now, you can continue for the
next year at the current rate listed on the back page of

this issue.

Here are the 2011-2012 OCHS membership fees with
the increases and new category (for seniors) listed in

boldface type. These fees will take place for those re-
newing membership or for new memberships that sign

up after June 30, 2011.

at Trinity Episcopal Church
7:30 pm Program

Preservation Month
Wintersburg

Panel of Speakers
Curator at the Japanese Ameri-
can National Museum Carla
Tengan, CSUF Professor of
History Emeritus Dr. Art Han-
sen, and Orange County histo-
rian Phil Brigandi (who studied
this site in the 1970s), and
Rainbow Disposal Co. C.0.0.
Jerry Moffatt.

Individuals

Sponsors

Patrons

rate.

Institutions ¢

Life Member

NEW RATES BEGIN JULY 1, 2011

Students¢ with ID and Seniors*

$20.00

$30.00

Family (at same address)

$45.00
$50.00
$60.00

$100.00

Corporate/Companies ¢

$200.00

$300.00

* The senior category is new and may save
you money if your membership was previ-
ously at the individual, family or sponsor

¢NON-VOTING MEMBER
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