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®?§NEPLAND Pioneer to Speak!

ack Lindquist, the first presi -

dent of Disneyland, will be our
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious
speaker in October.

In 1955, while working for an
advertising firm for one of Disney-
land’s corporate sponsors, Jack got
the chance to visit the park before
it opened to the public. He imme-
diately fell in love with the place.

One month later, Walt Disney
hired Jack as Disneyland's first
advertising manager, where he
promoted some of the most cre-
ative marketing efforts ever,
including E-tickets, Date Nite,
the Magic Kingdom Club, Disney
Dollars, Disneyland’s “Tencen-
nial” celebration, massive prize
giveaways, and even cornfields
shaped like Mickey Mouse.

57 \ October 13
% A\ Trinity Episcopal ||
Church
7:30
Disneyland

“Jack wrote the ‘bible’ for
the amusement industry,”
said Disney Imagineering
Vice-President Marty Sklar.
“He bet his job on some of
the wildest ideas ever, and
now they’re all textbook
classics.”

Over his 38 years with the
Disney Company, Jack
worked his way up the lad-
der, becoming vice president
of marketing for Disney-
land and Walt Disney World, vice
president of marketing for Walt
Disney Attractions, executive vice
president of marketing and enter-
tainment, and more.

In 1990, Jack was named president
of Disneyland, a position he never

anticipated but which he calls "the

best job in the world!"

Dzsneyland snapshots 1 955

As president, he continued to take
risks — some successful, and some
less so — but always with his char-
acteristic humor and joie de vivre.
He was known for an affable and
relatively hands-off management
style — the success of which might
have surprised Walt Disney himself.

Disneyland continued on page 3
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OCHS Builds Its Own Tomorrowland

President
Vice president
Rec.Secretary

Chris Jepsen
Greg Rankin
Stephanie George

Treasurer John Sorenson
We have a fun (not to say But don’t worry. For all these ifglrgzs D?ﬁ%ggfg;
“Mickey Mouse”) topic for our  changes, the Board of OCHS Historian Ken Leavens
meeting thig month, but OCHS knows that our monthly pro- Marketing Kevin DeMera
is a!so tending to some serious grams and newsletters are the Membership Judy Moore
business. You may notice the Society’s bread-and-butter. Billie Willis
Society growing and adding We’re not going to give them Kevin DeMera
more activities and projects. (or you) short shrift. Preservation Phil Chinn

Publications John Bushman
This process began in 2010 Is OCHS biting off an awful lot? | Production Assist. Betsy Vigus
with the re-introduction of our Yes. But we have time on our Web Site Carolyn Schoff
annual journal, Orange Coun- side, and a large and growing Daralee Ota
tiana. And now we’re in the membership with diverse skills 51?1111 e;z Sﬁleine
midst of planning weekend ac- and knowledge to draw upon. Stephanfi;e George
tivities, like History Hikes and When asked what made Dis- Awards Harriet Friis
Mystery History Tours. You’ll neyland a success, Walt Disney Phil Brigandi
also notice an upgraded website  once said, “You can design, cre- Stephanie George
(soon), expanded public out- ate, and build the most wonder-
reach, a new Friis-Pioneer Press  ful [thing] in the world. But it OC Journal ~ Phil Brigandi
Award for promising student takes people to make the dream Chris Jepsen
historians, and more a reality.” Don Dobmeier

> : ’ Esther Cramer
Jim Sleeper

OCHS’ new Strategic Plan If you’d like to be one of those
helps us set, prioritize, and people making OCHS’ bright Curatorial Betsy Vigus

accomplish these goals — and
others — all the way through our

future a reality, email me at cj-
epsen@socal.rr.com, give me a

Strategic Planning

Harriet Friis

. .. . Chris J
centennial year, 2019. Addition-  call, or corner me at a meeting. Phil Brigarrllji epsen
al goqls include the return of I’m all ears. Stephanie George
our history conferences, more Betsy Vigus
publications, and a permanent Chris Jepsen Cynthia Ward
home for the Society. (Read President,

more about the Strategic Plan in
future newsletters.)

Orange County Historical Society

The Disney Legends Award is presented annually by the Walt
Disney Company to individuals whose body of work has made a
significant contribution to the Disney Legacy.

Jack Lindquist received one in 1994.

S

OCHS Phone
714 543 8282

Mailing Address
PO Box 10984

Santa Ana, CA 92711

Web site
www.orangecountyhistory.org

‘Web master—
Historian—

ochsschoff(@aol.com
HistoryOC@aol.com
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"Jack is Jack, no matter where he is or
what he is doing,” said Disneyland’s
former executive vice president Ron
Dominguez. “He respects people. He
goes out of his way not to be set up on
a pedestal."

(We’ll leave it to Jack to tell you what
his years as president were like.)

Jack Lindquist retired in 1993 and re-
mains one of the most fondly remem-
bered executives in the park’s history.
In recent years he has worked as a
consultant on various projects and
worked on his memoirs. He currently
lives in Villa Park with his wife,
Belle.

At our October meeting, Jack says he
will “concentrate more on the his-
torical perspectives regarding Dis-
neyland” as well as providing some
interesting background on “Anaheim,
the County of Orange, the Anaheim/
Orange County Visitor and Conven-
tion Bureau, major league sports in
Orange County,” and more.

He will also sell his memoir, In Service To The Mouse, at our meeting,
and will donate all profits to the Orange County Historical Society!

Be sure to join us for this special program
on Thursday, October 13th, 7:30 p.m.,

at Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N.
Canal St., in Orange. And wear your
mouse ears if you’ve got ‘em!

" IDE TO THE MOON IN TOMORROWLAND

Disneyland snapshots 1955 © OCHS Archives

First Meeting Turnout
Sets Tone for 2011-2012
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brary & Gardens on a warm evening for this year’s first general meet-
ing after the summer break. If you’ve never attended these September
get-togethers, this is what you missed: a variety of appetizers and
desserts provided by our members were complemented by a selec-
tion of wines offered by board member Carolyn Schoff. Aside from
the noshing, catching up with old friends, meeting new members, and

Meeting continued on page 4
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Meeting continued from page 3
wandering the beautiful gardens were also popular
activities before the program began.

As with any meeting, there was business to conduct.
Chris Jepsen, the new OCHS president, announced
that, after twelve years, Greg Rankin had stepped
down as president (the second longest term since the
historical society was formed in 1919), and now will
serve as vice-president. A plaque, a very small token
of appreciation, was presented to Greg for his years
of service, after which he spoke of his tenure and
interest in seeing the historical society move forward
toward its centennial year.

Soon after, the lights dimmed and the audience was
treated to an audio/visual presentation about the rise
and questionable circumstances surrounding the
demise of the Pacific Beach Club, the mid-1920s all-
Black, members-only private beach club, once locat-
ed approximately between Huntington and Newport.
Chris Jepsen, OCHS president and assistant archivist
for Orange County, spoke about his own discovery
of this little-known story after seeing a curious Santa
Ana Register headline nearly five years ago that pro-
claimed the almost-finished beach club had burned to
the ground. In addition to providing a short history
of segregation of Southern California beaches and a
detailed description of the beach club’s origins, Chris
offered up a list of usual suspects, possible motives,
and what would be gained by its destruction. Could
it have been an accident? The Ku Klux Klan? Or,
the Beach Club’s own “ethnically-challenged” pro-
moter, Halbert R. Clark?

As people filed out, you could hear the questions that
were still on their minds. As Chris, himself, admit-
ted, it was difficult to believe that the story of the
Pacific Beach Club—and the mystery surrounding
its ruin—has garnered so little attention. Thankfully,
now we’re all a little more aware of a big dream that,
in one night, was reduced to ashes.

If you missed September’s meeting, you’ll have a
chance to read about the Pacific Beach Club. An ar-
ticle will be published in this year’s edition of Orange

Countiana.

Friis-Pioneer Press Award Announced
For Young History Writers

To honor Leo J. Friis and James J. Friis, both past
presidents of the Orange County Historical Society
and founders of a book publishing business which
specialized in Orange County history, the OCHS

has established the Friis-Pioneer Press Award. This
award recognizes the research and writing of Orange
County history by high school and college students
and encourages original research that contributes to the
appreciation of Orange County’s history and heritage.
The author of the winning article will receive a $500
cash award, and the article will be published in Orange
Countiana, the Orange County Historical Society’s an-
nual journal.

Articles may be on any aspect of the history of Orange
County. They must be the original work of the ap-
plicant and previously unpublished. Entries for each
year’s award are accepted between January 1 and
February 28 of that year. Articles will be judged on
historical accuracy, originality, and style by an Awards
committee consisting of the editor of Orange Counti-
ana and two members selected by the Board of Direc-
tors of the Orange County Historical Society.

Further information is available from the Award Chair-
man Harriet Friis at jjandhjfriis@aol.com.

For more than half a century, Friis-Pioneer Press pub-
lished some of the finest books on the history of Or-
ange County, California. Founded in 1957 by historian
and attorney Leo J. Friis and his son, James J. Friis,
Friis-Pioneer Press focused on local and family history.
Among the many titles published were Orange County
through Four Centuries, David Hewes: More than the
Golden Spike; When Anaheim was 21, Campo Ale-
man, all by Leo J. Friis; several books on the history
of Garden Grove by Dr. Leroy Doig; The Ranchos of
Don Pacifico Ontiveros, by Virginia Carpenter; West-
minster Colony, California 1869-1879, by Ivana Boll-
man; Centennial Cookbook 1889-1989, by the Orange
County Pioneer Council; and The Olive Mill: Orange
County’s Pioneer Industry, by Wayne Gibson. Some
of these may still be available through the Society.
Contact John Sorenson, Treasurer/Sales, at grncv8(@
peoplepc.com for more information.
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Volunteers play a critical role in the Society and we hope you
can be a member of our invaluable team. In most cases, we’re
only asking for a few hours per month.

What are your interests?

I love planning and organizing. 1’d love to help:
U plan new activities
U the program committee

I like meeting new people: I can:
U greet members at our meetings
U help prepare/set up the refreshments

I have reasonable clerical skills. I can help:
U File
O Stuff envelopes/address postcards for bulk mail
U Enter computer data
U Scan photographs
U Photocopying

I’m a pretty good writer. I don’t mind contributing to:
U the newsletter
U brochures
U press releases
U designing flyers

I’'m pretty good at managing finances and crunching numbers. I can help:
U on the budget committee

The words cache, operating system, RAM, and query languages don’t make me hyperventilate.
Talk to me about:
U helping with our database
U I really enjoy working with historical objects. I can help:
U with donor relations
U with cataloguing items
U with research
I can’t make a commitment at this time, but I don’t mind bringing cookies to the meeting once in a while:
U Yes!

Other things I had in mind:

Name Contact (e Mail or Phone#)

Bring to the next meeting, send an e mail to vvigus@pacbell.net or mail to: OCHS, PO Box 10984
Santa Ana CA 92711
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OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Oct.2011

Students® with ID and Seniors* $20.00 $ NAME/S
Individuals $30.00
Family (at same address) $45.00 ADDRESS
Institutions ® $50.00
Sponsors $60.00
CITY
Patrons $100.00
Corporate/Companies ¢ $200.00 ¢ STATE, ZIP
Life Member $300.00 PHONE E MAIL

D. .Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.

* The senior category is new and may
save you money if your membership was $
previously at the individual, family or g AMT ENCLOSED $

sponsor rate.

¢ Please make check payable to OCHS
*NON-VOTING MEMBER MAILTO : OCHS c/o JUDY MOORE
1900 W. GLENOAKS. Apt. C, ANAHEIM,




