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January Program

The “Show & Tell” Program Coming

his January 12th the Orange

County Historical Society
will be providing another of its
fascinating “Show and Tell”
programs. The unique program
features none other in the star-
ring role than — yourself.

What that means is that OCHS
members and associates can
once again search the corners

of their attic and garage to try
and find a nifty artifact or choice
bit of ephemera. That piece of a
collection that tells us something
unique about you, your family,
or Orange County’s past.

These items are not only inter-
esting, but can have background
stories that run the gamut from
oddly unique to historically
significant. Your attendance may
include interesting insider stories
about an autographed baseball
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by Olinda’s Walter Johnson, or a
political poster signed by Rich-
ard Nixon, or some Knott’s Ber-
ry Farm memorabilia. You know
where they are, you just need to
find where you put it a few years
ago. This is a chance to not just
see an appealing artifact, but to
hear a real-life story about these
curiosities that have a twist or an
interesting history behind them.

The “Show and Tell” program
will be held at the OCHS Gener-
al Meeting on Thursday, Jan. 12,
2012, at 7:30 pm, at the Trinity
Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Ca-
nal St., in Orange. The program
is open to all those interested

in history as well as the general
public if you want to bring a
friend — and it’s free.

“Wow! Is that an original Mick-
ey Mouse watch?”
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Orange County’s
First High School

by John Bushman

In the 1800s, education in the
southeastern Los Angeles County
towns was simple and straightfor-
ward. Home schooling, an educa-
tional form back in vogue, helped
some children become learned.
Religious congregations also aided
education. With acres of agricultural
to be tamed, an older child’s life was
hard. Work or chores came first and
readin’ and writin’ were done if time
allowed.

Formal education spread slowly. In
1860 nine pupils attended a “school”
in Anaheim. The first teacher was
Fred William Kuelp. The initial
instruction was said to be achieved
in an adobe abode. Like the structure
that housed the students, the school-
ing was basic but sufficed. [1]

In the 1870s, the first school room in
Santa Ana was also not in a ‘school’
building. It was in a home at Fifth
First High School continued on page 3
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Hold yer horses!
The holidays ain’t
over jist yet,
dagnabbit! ;

On Jan. 24, 1848, gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill,
changing California and the nation. In what later became
Orange County, the ranchos were suddenly flush with money.
Cattle could be sold not only for hides and tallow but also for
meat for hungry 49ers. This prosperous period is still enshrined
in California lore as the romantic era of the ranchos.

Moreover, some of Orange County’s early gringo pioneers
and luminaries first came to California as 49ers. One of these
was J.E. Pleasants, a founding member of the Orange County
Historical Society.

This Jan. 24th, let’s all remember the Gold Rush by celebrating
“Talk Like A Grizzled Prospector Day.”

This new holiday owes something both to the popular Interna-
tional Talk Like A Pirate Day (Sept. 19) and to Prospector Day
(Jan. 24), which was once celebrated annually with a parade at
Knott’s Berry Farm.

Just how does one talk like a grizzled prospector? Think of
Gabby Hayes, Festus on Gunsmoke, Walter Huston in Trea-
sure of the Sierra Madre, or the narrator on Disneyland’s Mine
Train Through Nature’s Wonderland and Big Thunder Moun-
tain.

Now then!... Mark Jan. 24th on yer calendar, tell yer friends,
and git yerself ready to talk like a grizzled prospector, consar-
nit!

Chris

(Note: Search “Talk Like A Grizzled Prospector Day” on
Google for more information.)
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First High School continued from page 1
and Main. The teacher of the A-B-Cs was Mrs. An-

nie Cozad [2] Formal education would not come for
a decade.

The first school in Orange opened in March of
1872, also in a private home. In August a one-room
schoolhouse opened at Sycamore and Lemon. The
school was built before many other civic buildings
were erected. [3]

In 1889, when Orange County broke off from Los
Angeles County, no high schools existed in the
area. That year, Santa Ana added post-eighth grade
classes to its instruction to become the new Coun-
ty’s first high school.

High schools may have developed as people sensed
that their new county just might be a modern me-
tropolis someday (or some of the 13,000 people
thought so). In fairness, the no-hurry attitude
wasn’t just due to a need for more farm hands. The
State did not require high school education until
the 1900s when it passed a law that all elementary
school districts had to have an affiliate high school.

Santa Ana High School

The first real school building in Santa Ana was a
two story structure called Central School. In 1889,
it housed the first high school in the County on the
second floor. [4] The grammar school was on the
first floor. Central School was on the site of the old
YMCA building at Sycamore and Church Street
(now Civic Center Drive). The first High School
Principal was Professor M. Manley, who served
until 1893. Students were taught English, history,
Latin, and mathematics.

The first class to graduate was in 1892. The gradu-
ates consisted of three boys: Harry Hunt, Lee
McDrill, and Walter Stafford. The commencement
ceremony was held at Spurgeon Hall. They all went
to Stanford University, which had just opened its
doors and had an intriguing incentive of offering
free tuition to attract enrollees.

In 1892 the University of California accredited
Santa Ana High School. So the 1893 class could

COUNTY COURIER

January 2012

Santa Ana 1g School 1908

claim credit for being the first ‘real’ class to graduate
in an accredited high school. By 1898 the gradua-
tion grew to 27 students. In 1900 classes moved to

a new building located on North Main near where
the famed Buffum’s Department Store once proudly
conducted business.

Santa Ana High School football team 1904 OCHS Photo

The first known SAHS yearbook, the Ariel, came out
in 1904. They published two editions yearly: one for
the winter class and one for the June graduates. The
old annuals are interesting glimpses of future com-
munity leaders, merchants, and politicians. [4] Early
on, Santa Ana High School was also known for its
talented athletes. George Horne, Class of 1907, was
a star athlete who later broke the world high jump
record while at Stanford. The girls formed a basket-
ball team in the early 20th century and competed
competitively across the southland.

Using bond funds, the school board bought property
on Walnut Street in 1912. They commenced con-
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struction of a high school at 520 W. Walnut St. Those
who voted against the building bonds considered it
too far ‘out in the country’ as it was where Glenn
Martin learned to fly his first airplane. [4]

In an interview during Santa Ana High School’s
centennial in 1989, Alma Plavan Mead, a 1911 gradu-
ate of the high school reminisced to Rob Richardson
that the town grew fast. She said her family moved
from Santa Ana in 1909 to “get out of the hubbub

for quieter surroundings.” They chose a farm in the
Greenville area (off Alton and Greenville). Ms. Mead
recalled riding the clickety-clack Pacific Electric
streetcar to go to high school or to go shopping
downtown. [5]

In 1915 the school temporarily shared space with
junior college classes. The college was there before
moving to 1010 N. Main. In 1946 Santa Ana Junior
College moved to its site at Seventeenth St. and
Bristol, and used some Santa Ana Army Air Base bar-
racks for its facilities.

The original 1912 SAHS building suffered severe
damage from the 1933 Long Beach Earthquake and
the building was demolished. Although there was

a ‘Depression,” a new Santa Ana High School was
rapidly rebuilt and rededicated in 1935.

When the school was named Santa Ana Polytechnic
High School, its first mascot was an owl. It wasn’t
until 1925 that the term ‘Saint’ first appeared as the
school’s nickname. The first display of a Sammy
Saint mascot came out of an art contest in the 1940’s.
Sammy now has a sister mascot named Sally Saint.

Many fine athletes and championship teams played
at Santa Ana High School. The school has had Olym-
pians as well as students who played professional
sports. SAHS has over 100 league titles and 15 C.1.F.
Championships to its credit. [6]

Santa Ana High School has seen many changes as it
is the oldest and largest high school in the County.
The school is almost 125 years old and has over
4,000 pupils. Many former students remember their
time there as ‘happy days’ when a Saint was a Saint,
no matter what. [7]

Notable alumni

Billy Bean, Major League player, set
rookie mark for consecutive hits

Beverly Bivens, singer with the 1960s
band We Five

Gerald P. Carr, astronaut

Clifford “Gavvy” Cravath, six time Na
tional League home run champ

Isaac Curtis, football player, U of Calif
and NFL Cincinnati Bengals

Ken Faught, 3-time speed record holder
and host of the Speed Channel

Diane Keaton, Academy Award actress
Bill Medley, singer-songwriter, half of
The Righteous Brothers duo

Donn Moomaw, football player and famed
minister

Original members of the Chantays a surf
band

Robert A. Schuller, minister and televan
gelist at the Crystal Cathedral
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Newsletter Survey

The County Courier is the Orange County Historical
Society’s newsletter. It has been providing history to
our readers for ages. But periodically it is smart to take
even a good performing car to a mechanic for evalua-
tion. Sometimes it results in just keeping it going and
other times it means an overhaul.

This is your chance to let us know how our information
vehicle is running. Please answer the survey and send it
to John Bushman, 1254 Venice Ave., Placentia 92870.
Or e-mail it to: bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net. Or call
714-993-7251 with your selections. Your input is valu-
able because you drive our information vehicle.

Circle, check or X your responses and add comments if
you care to. Thank you.

Do you like the present Courier overall?
Not really
Sometimes
Mostly
Always

Do you like the look of the newsletter?
Not really
Sometimes
Mostly
Always

What do you think about the articles?
Not enough
Just right
Too many
Too short
Too long

Any articles you don’t read?
No

Yes I don’t read

Any suggestions for articles?
No

Yes I’d like to read about

Would you be willing to write an article about the
‘good old days?’
Yes, I have one I’ve been saving on:
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Not now, but I’ll work o

No thanks

What is the most important feature of the newsletter
to you?

Program article

Feature (history) article

President’s message

Photos

Upcoming events

What do you think about our photos?
Not enough
Just right
Too many
Too small
Too big

Is the size of our type readable?
Too small
About right
Too big

Is the size of the Newsletter all right?
Not enough pages
Just right number of pages

Adjust pages based on content
Would you rather receive the newsletter on-line than
by mail?
No, I enjoy reading a copy and saving it
Yes, that would be great
I would rather read it on the OCHS website

How long have you been a member of OCHS?

Any other suggestions?

Send to: John Bushman, 1254 Venice Ave., Placentia,
CA 92870

Or bushbaseball@sbcglobal.net

Or call 714-993-7251 and leave a message

Or hand it to an OCHS Board member when you

come to our next program.
Thank you
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OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM Jan. 2012

Students® with ID $20.00
$20.00

$30.00

Seniors* (65+)

Individuals

{NAME/S _

Family (at same address) $45.00

Institutions ¢ $50.00

Sponsors $60.00

‘cITy STATE, ZIP

$100.00
$200.00
$300.00

Patrons

Corporate/Companies ®

Life Member

If you join after the 20th day of the month
your newsletter will not arrive until the

following month.

*NON-VOTING MEMBER
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