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April Program

Authors to Tell Their Stories

ear authors discuss their

latest history books at the
next Orange County Historical
Society General Meeting April
12th at 7:30 p.m. at the Trinity
Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Ca-
nal St. in Orange (right behind
the Mall). After hearing about
their works you can meet them,
buy their books, and have them
signed by the writers. Our “Au-
thors Night” programs are very
unique and always interesting.
Here are the authors and books
scheduled for the program:

Tustin As It Once Was

by Juanita Louvret

Back when the heart of Tustin
was the intersection of Main
and D, folks flocked to town for
supplies and to swap stories.
Some of the stories featured
Tustin notables like C.E. Utt,
who tried his hand at every local
crop; Sam Tustin, whose Buick
touring car became the town
fire truck; Big John Stanton,
who formed the one-man police
department; and Dr. William

B. Wall, who found inspiration
for his orange crate label in a
rooster painting from Grover
Cleveland. Drawing from her
Tustin News column “Remem-
ber When,” third-generation
Tustin resident Juanita Louvret
recalls it’s small-town ranching
roots.

Images of America: Irvine

by Ellen Bell

Ellen Bell and her family have
lived in Irvine for over 20 years.
Most of the photographs in

this book are from the Irvine
Historical Society collection.
Ellen also writes the local travel
blog, SoCal Day Tripper. On the
OCRegister.com sports page,
she is called “The Afternoon
Angel,” and writes about her
passion for Angels baseball. She
is a contributing writer for Or-
ange Coast Magazine, OC Fam-
ily and Orange County Register
Travel. In a recent Register
interview, she wrote, “History
gives us a sense of community.
...In a time of constant change,
history is not self-sustaining. It
takes effort to keep it alive.”

A Brief History of Orange,
California: The Plaza City

by Phil Brigandi

Orange started small but grew
big on the promise, sweat and
toil of agriculture. Born from
the breakup of the Rancho
Santiago de Santa Ana, it began
with horse races, gambling and
fiestas. Citrus was the backbone
of the economy for over half a
century before postwar develop-
ment replaced it. Historian and
Orange native, Mr. Brigandi

Authors continued on page 3

Oil in Brea-Olinda
by John Bushman

Brea is a broad-based city that boomed
into existence as a result of oil explora-
tion. In the 1880s prospectors earnestly
dug for oil nearby and by the 1890s
they found it. News spread and the
Union Oil company soon swooped in
and bought 1,200 acres in north Orange
County from Abel Stearns. But it was
Edward L. Doheny that hit the first
gusher (Olinda Oil Well #1) to kick-
start the Brea-Olinda boom in 1897.

The village of Olinda quickly expanded
in Carbon Canyon as speculators came
to cash in on the “black gold.” The

first workers lived in tents, but as the
oil business grew, settlers spilled over
to form larger camps in the Carbon

Brea-Olinda continued on page 4

April 12— Authors’ Night 7:30 p.m.

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St., Orange

April 15— History Hike: Exploring Olinda,
9:00 a.m. (See page 5 in this issue)

May 10 — Historic Building Preservation:
Don’t Be a Bad Example. Speaker: Cynthia
Ward, Preservation Consultant. Held at Trin-
ity Episcopal, Orange, 7:30 p.m.

May 12 — Anaheim Cemetery Tour, led by
Cynthia Ward. Meet in front of the office at
cemetery, 11:00 a.m. Guide: Cynthia Ward

June 15— OCHS Annual Dinner — History of
Knott’s Berry Farm. (See enclosed flier.)

Sept. 13 — Season Opener Meeting at
Sherman Gardens, Corona del Mar,

Sept. 29 — OCHS “Orange Day” event at
Heritage Museum of O.C., 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
(Details coming) soon)
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Thank You, John Sorenson!

Occasionally, exactly the right person
ends up in exactly the right job. That
describes John Sorenson’s service as
OCHS'’ Treasurer, from 1997 to 2012.
For fifteen years, his diligent manage-
ment ensured that our money earned
the maximum interest possible, and his
detailed monthly reports let the board
account for every last cent. Having
John as your treasurer means never
having to worry.

“I was born and raised in San Pedro,”
said John. “My father was a yacht cap-
tain and from helping him, I developed
a life long love of ships, naval archi-
tecture and history.”

“And even at the age of twelve,” he said, “I was
more interested in family finances — like whether
we should pay off the mortgage — than in bouncing
a ball against the wall or whatever nitwit activity
other kids were doing. This surprised my parents.”

After graduating from UCLA with a degree in Eco-
nomics, John worked as a Supply Analyst for Army
Materiel Command. He then spent much of his
career working as an inventory control manager and
manufacturing systems analyst for various electron-
ics manufacturers and aerospace companies — jobs
that require incredible organizational skills and
attention to detail. He spent the last 12 years of his
career at Northrup-Grumman. He also completed
two certificate programs in Financial Planning.

In the midst of all this, in July 1976, John moved

to Orange County, bought a house in Irvine, and
promptly joined the Orange County Historical
Society. Bringing his considerable talents to bear on
little old OCHS was like using an M-1 tank to kill a
gnat. He did the job and THEN SOME.

John says the role of Treasurer, which he acquired
in 1997, is “more than just writing and depositing
checks. It’s to safeguard the assets and make sure
you get the maximum return out of them. You want

from the President Chris Jepsen

to watch for and correct mistakes
others may have made and make
sure everyone is being treated
justly.”

In addition to serving as Treasur-
er, John has been our supply ser-
geant, our engineer (e.g. building
wooden shelves in our storage
units), our moving company,
(not just setting up chairs before
meetings, but single-handedly
transferring our office and library
from one location to another, to
another), and all-around greaser-
of-skids and solver of problems.

He has also contributed numer-
ous well-researched articles to the Courier, and
served as editor of the book, The Orange Blossoms.
50 Years of Growth In Orange County, for which he
also wrote the chapter on economics.

For many years John has also served as Treasurer of
both the Old Courthouse Museum Society and the
local chapter of the Native Sons of the Golden West.
Undoubtedly, his friend J.J. Friis got him interested
in both organizations.

John has stepped down from the position of Trea-
surer to have more time to help his brother, who has
recently had health problems. He leaves the job to
Helen Meyers, who has training in bookkeeping and
accounting and who did a great job as secretary and
president of the Anaheim Historical Society. (Wel-
come aboard, Helen!)

Far from dumping everything in Helen’s lap and
running for the hills, John has worked to make the
transition seamless and will serve on the Finance
Committee as time allows. He also continues to
help manage our stock of journals and books. We’re
all relieved to know that John will still be involved
in the Society — even if we don’t see him quite as of-
ten. It wouldn’t seem like OCHS without him.

S
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traces the city’s roots to its small-town origins: the
steam whistle of the Peanut Roaster, the citrus pack-
ers tissue-wrapping oranges for transport, Miss
Orange leading the May Festival parade, and the
students of Orange Union High celebrating Dutch-
Irish Days.

The History of Fullerton Union High School 1893-
2011 by Diane Oestreich

The story of one of Southern California’s oldest high
schools is captured by Diane Oestreich, who looks at
her alma mater (Class of 1964) and former workplace
(she was a teacher librarian from 1994 to 2010), from
different perspectives. The book examines the early
days of Orange County and the growth of the school
and community over its 118-year history. Topics in-
clude notable faculty and alumni, the Mission Reviv-
al campus, clubs and organizations, student activities,
and an overview of curriculum. A chapter on athletics
looks at sports, facilities, and leagues over the years.

Wild and Beautiful: A Natural History of Open
Spaces in Orange County by Dr. Allan A. Schoen-
herr

Dr. Schoenherr explores the natural history of the
creatures, plants, habitats, and landscapes in Orange
County’s open spaces. The Register described his
book as, “packed with facts and stunning photos of
wild land, habitat and species, as well as full-color
maps. There are sections on climate, weather, sea-
sons, wildfire, geology, earthquakes and the subtle
intricacies of the tidal zones. And Schoenherr care-
fully untangles the web of federal, state, local and
private wild land to make sense of the many overlap-
ping jurisdictions.” He has written extensively about
California’s natural history.

The Unseen O.C.

by Corey Schlom

“In southern California’s smallest county, there are
some places left that few have ever seen,” writes
Orange County native Corey Schlom. “These places
tell real stories and reveal incredible history... places
that are awe inspiring.” Schlom, in the photography
business by trade, has now photographed some of
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those interesting corners of our back country and
complemented them with local history and legends
in his new book.

Historian Jim Sleeper has also been invited. He
began exploring and writing about Orange County
when he was 14. He was also in the Army-Air Force
and spent eight years in college. He has worked as

a reporter, script writer, and for the Forest Service
and Irvine Co. Jim was the historian for the Rancho
Mission Viejo Co. and a consultant to the Register
and the Los Angeles Times. He has written eight
books and over 500 articles. His Third Orange
County Almanac of Historical Oddities, first volume
of Great Movies Shot In Orange County, and other
works will be available for sale as well.

S

SPREADING THE GOSPEL OF OCHS

OCHS recently had booths at both the “Create A
Bit of History Day” at the Heritage Museum of
Orange County and at the North Orange County
History Conference at the Muckenthaler Cultural
Center. Thanks to our volunteers, including Helen
and Lonny Meyers, Phil Chinn, Kevin DeMera,
Don Dobmeier. And special thanks to our volunteer
coordinator for both programs, Carolyn Schoff. If
you know of an Orange County event where OCHS
should have a booth, tell a Board member.

Orange County
Historical Sogis
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Helen and Don at the Kellogg House
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Canyon Regional Park area. [1] As the
settlement swelled, more permanent wood
structures were erected.

The well considered to be the discovery
well was drilled by Rowland & Lacy (later
named Puente Oil Company), in 1880.
The exact spot of the well is unknown as
it occurred prior to State regulatory agen-
cies. Plus, record keeping was sparse, not
just for oil drilling but even for the exis-
tence and location of the wells. [2] The
depths were 150 to 260 feet. Deep enough
to hit oil pools in tar sands so it oozed out
and whet the prospectors’ appetites to dig
deeper. By the 1890s, some wells reached
over 1,000 feet deep.

Brea-Olinda was the first commercial oil field in the
Los Angeles area and by 1905 became the state’s most
productive oil site. Its oil was prized for having lower
sulfur content (thus better oil) than any oil in the

state. [3] In 1912, 105 wells were drilled and more oil
flowed. By the mid-1920s the oilfield was producing
one-fifth of the world’s oil. [4] Olinda’s skyline was
dotted by wooden oil-derricks resembling small Eiffel
Towers.

A nearby village called Randolph (named for Epes
Randolph an engineer on the Pacific Electric Railwa

Detail of the Brea-Olinda field and adjacent areas. Black
dots are active oil wells in 2008
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Oil fields in the Brea area, early 1900s

sprung-up south of Brea Canyon to provide oil work-
ers and their families with living quarters. By 1910 the
town had gained small stores and shops to provide ser-
vices. Randolph became Brea, Spanish for tar, when a
town map was filed in 1911. With a reliable oil indus-
try and 752 residents, Brea incorporated as Orange
County’s eighth city on February 23, 1917. [5]

The oil boom lasted through World War II with 1953
being its peak oil producing year. It was an anomaly
among oil fields in the LA basin. The Long Beach and
Beverly Hills oil areas reached their best years shortly
after they started. But Brea-Olinda’s unusual geology
@ and new production techniques boosted its output.

ol

In the 1960s Brea experienced a second boom.
The area changed from expended oil sites and cit-
rus groves to residential developments and indus-
trial parks. But the oil industry died slowly.

UNOCAL (Union Oil) operated most of the fields
until 1996 when it sold all its assets in the state to
Nuevo Energy [6] which held it until 2003. They
sold it to BlackSand Partners, which was acquired
by Plains Exploration & Production. The field
was still producing 2,269 barrels a day. In 2006,
Linn Energy bought it and in 2009 they still had
361 active wells of the 475 remaining wells.[7]
Brea-Olinda continued on page 5
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Brea-Olinda continued from page 4

Oil is still in the Brea-Olinda field. The oil pockets run
along the southern edge of the Puente Hills for some six
miles from eastern Los Angeles County down to Yorba
Linda. It was the State’s first of the 50 largest oil fields
and ranks 16th among the largest producers. [§]

For more about the Olinda oil era, visit the free 12-acre
Park and Oil Museum depicting the oil boom with Olinda
Oil Well #1 still pumping 115 years later. Literature is
available.
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Second OC History Hike Set in
Brea-Olinda Site

To help people connect to the county’s past, the Orange
County Historical Society is having another History Hike
April 15th. These periodic events feature historical lo-
cales, so that history and hiking buffs can absorb history
another way. Bring a friend to the next hike in the Brea
hills where we will walk the historic Olinda Oil Fields.
There is a 25 person limit. Pack a lunch as there are two
covered picnic tables and restrooms available.

According to Phil Brigandi’s Orange County Place Names
A to Z, “The Olinda Tract was laid out in 1887 on several
hundred acres north of Yorba Linda and east of Brea.”

The town of Olinda was established shortly after oil was
discovered in the Carbon Canyon area of the tract. The
Museum has the oldest continually operating oil well in
the county.

Sunday, April 15th (9am-11:30am)

9 am: Park opens. Short orientation in front of Field
House Museum

9:30 am: Docent-led tour of museum (with a video)
and oil workings
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10:15am: Interpretive 2-mile hike (single-lane
dirt trail exposed to the elements)

Hiking Conditions: 390 foot elevation gain

Location: The Olinda Oil Museum and Trail,
4025 Santa Fe Road in Brea

Cost: None (Museum accepts donations)

Parking Fee: None (only 20 spots, so carpooling
is needed)

Special requirements: Must be 7 years of age
or older. People-friendly dogs allowed on leash
only. Bring water, sunscreen, a hat and sturdy
closed-toe shoes. People with dogs should have
water and waste bags for it.

Reservations Required:
Sign up (one RSVP per group is OK) on our

website at http://goo.gl/XIbV1 or use https://docs.
google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHh
3UWI2dIBXxWEJ YeVNONGtEelZ4aHc6MQ

Other hikes are available in the area (weather per-
mitting) if you can stay longer.

Driving: 57 Freeway to Lambert Rd in Brea. Go
east on Lambert for 1.8 miles when it becomes
Carbon Canyon Rd. In 0.6 miles, turn left at Santa
Fe Rd (it’s a housing tract). Turn right at the 2nd
residential street (after Merrifield Dr.) which goes
to the Museum. Contact Colleen Greene, OC
History Hikes, colleen.e.greene@gmail.com for
hiking questions or comments.

For a list of other events, please visit our website
at www.orangecountyhistory.org.

Support the Orange County Historical Society
Although this History Hike is open to the pub-

lic, Orange County Historical Society members
receive priority registration. So, we highly encour-
age you to sign up for a tax-deductible annual
membership now or at the event. You can down-
load a membership form from our site or get one
at the hike. Membership is $20 for students and
seniors, $30 for individuals and $45 for families.
Membership form on back page of this issue.
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