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Local historian Cynthia Ward 
will speak on “Historical 

Preservation: Thinking Outside 
the Box,” at the Orange County 
Historical Society’s next meet-
ing, Thursday, May 10, 2012, 
7:30p.m., at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in 
Orange. 

As California’s economy shifts, 
and local governments lose rede-
velopment funds, preservation-
ists must find new avenues to 
maintain and restore our historic 
legacy. Join us for an open dis-
cussion of how communities and 
non-profit groups may be mov-
ing forward in the future. Ms. 
Ward will also present examples 
of how others have used creative 
thinking to preserve our built 
environment. 

Cynthia Ward is a preservation 
consultant, and owner of Cyn-
thia Ward Historic Preservation 

Cemetery   continued on page 2

May 10          7:30 p.m.

  Saving O. C. Historic Buildings

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St., Orange.

  Friday, June 15—  Knott’s 
Berry Farm Dinner 

Tour the Historic 
Anaheim Cemetery
The Anaheim Cemetery, founded 
in 1866, is the final resting place 
of thousands of early Orange 
County settlers, over 500 war 
veterans, and members of fami-
lies still living in the area. On 
Saturday, May 12, 2012, local 
historian Cynthia Ward will lead 
a tour of this landmark cemetery, 
sponsored by the Orange County 
Historical Society and the Orange 
County Cemetery District. The 

Consulting. She specializes in 
research and documentation of 
historic homes for Historic Reg-
ister applications, and Mills Act 
tax reduction program filings. 
She also designs restorations and 
adaptive reuse for both interior 
and exterior changes to vintage 
homes. She and her husband 
Richard are currently restoring 
their own second historic home, 
the 1908 era Owens House, in 
the Anaheim Colony Historic 
District. 

She can be contacted at Cyn-
thia@Ward-Associates.net or via 
her Facebook page at Cynthia 
Ward Historic Preservation Con-
sulting, where she posts events of 
interest to local history buffs, as 
well as photos and updates of her 
more interesting projects.

We hope you’ll join us for what 
should be a fascinating evening 
on historic preservation.

Saving Orange County’s Historic Buildings

Photograph above taken in 1927 of the Pierotti home built in 1909 on Bradford Avenue, Placentia. On the right the home 
photographed in 2009. Leonora Pierotti was longtime member of OCHS. Photos are a gift from her niece, OCHS member 
Aileen Hollowell, also a former OCHS board member.
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tour is free and will be-
gin, rain or shine, in front 
of the cemetery’s office 
at 1400 E. Sycamore 
St. No reservations are 
required. 

A visit to this 15-acre 
park-like cemetery is a 
great way to learn more 
about Anaheim and 
Orange County pioneers. 
Beneath the majestic cam-
phor trees are the oldest 
mausoleum on the west coast (1914), four 
private family mausoleums of prominent 
local families, a Chinese section, and many 
upright monuments, stones and markers 
dating back to the late 1800s. Each tell us 
something about our early history.

If you have any questions, please contact Tim 
Deutsch at 949-951-9102. Otherwise, we’ll 
see you there! Rimpau Mausoleum

  Entrance to the Anaheim cemetery
                        Anaheim Public Library photos

Cynthia does great tours.   Photographed here giving Huell Howser a tour 
of the Historic Anaheim Colony District in 2008. Madam Modjeska statue 
in background in Pearson Park

“Families form the heart of any town or small city. They help to 
create history, and they also help to preserve it.” 
-Esther Cramer, Brea: The City of Oil, Oranges & Opportunity
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Esther Cramer, 85, northern Orange County’s lead-
ing historian, died peacefully on April 15, 2012 after 
a long battle with cancer
 
Born and raised in La Habra of pioneer parents, she 
was devoted to her hometown – and to local history. 
Since the 1960s she had turned out a steady stream 
of books, articles, and newspaper columns. She was 
one of the first local historians here to turn to oral 
history in a serious way, recording interviews with 
old timers whose memories stretched back into the 
last third of the 19th century.
 
Her first book, La Habra, The Pass through the 
Hills (1969), set the standard for her work. She was 
also the author of Brea, The City of Oil, Oranges, 
and Opportunity (1992) and The Alpha-Beta Story 
(1973). She served as a corporate executive for 
Alpha-Beta markets, eventually serving as Vice 
President of Community Relations. 
 
Longtime devotion was one of the hallmarks of 
Esther’s life. It included nearly forty years as a 
member of the Orange County Historical Commis-
sion, and decades of membership in the La Habra 
Old Settlers Society, the Orange County Pioneer 
Council, and of course, the Orange County Histori-
cal Society.
 
Her husband, Stan, died this January. She is survived 
by her three daughters and a host of grandchildren.

Jim Sleeper
 
A prominent county official once asked me just who 
named Jim Sleeper our “county historian.” “No one 
named him that,” I said, “he just is our county histo-
rian.” It’s a title, he now admits, “carries a good deal 
more prestige than profit.” But we have all profited 
for nearly half a century now from his many books 
and articles.
 
Born in Santa Ana and for many years the most 
prominent resident of Holy Jim Canyon, Jim’s inter-
est in Orange County’s history was already evident 
in the late 1930s, when he was “a button-assed kid 
in junior high.” Yet over the years, he was a reporter, 
a teacher, a forest ranger, and a PR man before fi-
nally (suspiciously soon after marrying a wife with a 
steady job) setting out as a full time local historian.
 
His business card describes him as an “author - 
historian.” The designation is important. Jim has 

Now  Sleeper’s Stuck With Us

Recently, our Board of Directors bestowed a per-
manent membership on historian James D. Sleeper. 
Jim has served OCHS in a variety of capacities 
over the years, serving as everything from co-
founder of the County Courier, to in-house histo-
rian, to journal editor, to president. More impor-
tantly, his writing represents the best of Orange 
County history. He has long since paid his dues 
-- and then some. As president Chris Jepsen said, 
“It would be unthinkable to ever have Jim slip off 
our roles -- even by accident -- even for a short 
while.” This step ensures that such an embar-
rassment can never befall us. An official presen-
tation will be made at our annual dinner in June.

We assume you already know Jim’s work. 
Now, Phil Brigandi, who has known Jim 
since the 1970s, shares a bit more about him...

Esther Cramer 

  (1927-2012)
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always placed literacy as high as accuracy in his 
work. His distinctive literary voice has led some 
to call his “Orange County’s Mark Twain.”
 
And it’s not an act. Jim writes like he talks, and 
talks like he thinks, and thinks like he sees the 
world (and his mother said he’s been like that 
since he was six years old).
 
There has always been an element of serendipity 
in his life as well. For example – he and Esther 
Cramer have known each other since the 1930s, 
when her father worked for his grandfather, long-
time County Assessor “Big Jim” Sleeper. Or at 
least, Esther points out, she knew of him, even if 
she never saw him much. Even then, it seemed 
like he was always out in the hills, exploring the 
world around him. The years have slowed his 
steps, but his curiosity survives.
 
Everyone interested in the history of Orange 
County will always be in debt to Jim Sleeper.       
 
...Phil Brigandi

“. . .O.C. has been diced up like a parsnip by tract 
office politicians and 
walleyed planners, who 
have subdivided every-
thing in sight but their 
own salaries. One of the 
charms of the past is that 
it is past, but at least it 
wasn’t master-planned. 
God save us from salva-
tionists and planners!
Today our old down-
towns smile like jack-
o’lanterns, with every 

other tooth missing. In our haste to redevelop every-
thing old, we’ve bankrupted nearly everything new.   
Soon the closest to history most people will get will be 
TV reruns of Laverne and Shirley.”        
 -Jim Sleeper, Jim Sleeper’s 2nd Orange County Alma-
nac of Historical Oddities

Orange trees and acreage swept away by the  Santa Ana river in 
1938 flood                               Tom Pulley Postcard Collection

Join Us!

OCHS Visits Knott’s for Annual Dinner

You are in luck if you like history, because the Orange 
County Historical Society’s 2012 annual dinner is at 
Mrs. Knott’s Chicken Dinner Restaurant, on Friday, 
June 15th at the historical Knott’s Berry Farm.
 
The featured speaker is Eric Lynxwiler, co-author of 
the book, Knott’s Preserved, who will share the Farm’s 
colorful history as well as debunk some of those sto-
ried myths making the rounds. In addition, the Orange 
County Archives will present never-before-seen film 
footage of Knott’s in the early days. 

The dinner is open to OCHS members and non-mem-
bers alike, so bring your friends. Social hour (with a 
cash bar) will start at 5:30 p.m., followed at 6:30 by 
dinner. The meal is either Mrs. Knott’s Famous Chick-
en or a Vegetarian Lasagna, all with farm fresh salad, 
rolls, boysenberry pie, and beverages. The cost is $30 
for OCHS members and $35 for non-members. You 
can wear Western outfits, but it’s not required.

Tickets are still available at the OCHS meeting (May 
10th in Orange), the Orange County Archives (Santa 
Ana), Center for Oral and Public History (Cal State 
Fullerton), on the OCHS website, or from many OCHS 
board members. Space is limited so you must make a 
reservation. Please RSVP by June 5, 2012. No walk-
ins are allowed.

 Also the short tour of Grand Ave. is now sold out so 
sign up for the main event before it is full too.
 For more information, please email ochsdinner@
gmail.com or call us (714) 543-8282.

   
Jim gives ‘em a shot!

  Jim continued from page 3



Page 5                                                                    COUNTY COURIER                                                         May 2012

Membership Renewals

Help a Friend learn about History

	 It will soon be time for the Orange 
County Historical Society membership renew-
als. These are tight times, but maintaining your 
membership can spark memories of wonderful 
places, people, and past events. After all, the 
OCHS has been here since 1919, informing 
about preserving and protecting Orange Coun-
ty’s history. 

As memories are priceless, we hope you will 
not only renew your own membership, but 
add a friend to our society. Our subscriptions 
can be mailed to your relatives that may have 
once lived in Orange County but now reside 
elsewhere. The OCHS revives these historical 
memories through its meetings, speakers, web-
site, and newsletters. 

We think our membership is reasonable as it has 
only been raised once in the last 10 years. Times 
may be tough now, but history goes on forever. 
Keep history in your life, renew now.  Thank 
you.

“Often people have an over-
view of the forest - the history 
of a state or a nation 
- but it’s up to the local 
historian to point out the 
diversity and individuality of 
the trees - the local people, 
places, and things in the for-
est.”

                    Esther Cramer, 
                   Brea: The City of Oil, 
                  Oranges & Opportunity
 

OCHS Board in 2005 poses with the new Orange County Postcard Book

Call for Nominations

Board of Directors Positions Open

The Orange County Historical Society is accepting nomi-
nations now for some Board of Directors positions.  The 
Society is governed by a 13 member Board with directors 
elected by the membership to staggered three-year terms. 
They are the Society’s officers and serve on an OCHS com-
mittee like curator, membership, preservation, publications, 
etc. 

The currently available positions are for Treasurer,  Web 
Site Chair, Historian Chair, and a web site member. The 
Board positions will serve from July 2012 until July 2015. 
The OCHS directors usually meet from September through 
June to set policies and oversee operations.  

If you like history or just want to help, please consider serv-
ing on the Board of Directors. Candidates must be current 
members of the OCHS.  If you are interested or have a rec-
ommendation of a person, please contact Stephanie George 
by Friday, May 11, 2011 at: stephgeorge@gmail.com  
Thank you! 
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Studentsw with ID   		  $20.00

Seniors* (65+)			   $20.00
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