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Stephanie George will speak on 
Anaheim’s Halloween  Festival 

at the Orange County Historical 
Society’s next meeting, Thursday, 
October 11, 2012, 7:30 p.m., at Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal 
St., in Orange. 

Once called the biggest Halloween 
celebration west of the Mississippi, 
the Anaheim Halloween Festival 
began in 1924 and grew to capacity 
crowds in the late 1950s, with 
estimates of more than 150,000 people 
traveling from all over the Southland 
to attend this city’s celebration.  These 
days, the Anaheim Fall Festival and 
Halloween Parade bears only a slight 
resemblance to its predecessor, but 
rest assured,  this month’s presentation 
will conjure up the sprites, 
hobgoblins, and broom-tooting 
witches of the past.    We promise, 
you’ll be spellbound in discovering 
the Festival’s disputed origins, 
bewitched by the Slick Chicks, and 
howling after learning who was 
behind the ousting of Steve Allen, 
the 1970 parade’s grand marshal.  
Eek!  Finally, the unexplained will 
be explained as we explore this city’s 
long tradition of Spooktacular!  

Stephanie George, an Anaheim na-
tive, is the archivist at the Center for 
Oral and Public History at California 

        Anaheim  continued on page 2 

Anaheim Halloween Festival: 
“The Greatest Night Pageant West of the Mardi Gras” in 

  October 11, 2012

7:30 p.m.

Trinity Episcopal Church, 
2400 N. Canal Street

City of Orange
Program

Anaheim Halloween 
Festival

 Costumes are welcome 
but not mandatory. 

Above:  Night scene of Anaheim 
Halloween Parade in 1928 at the 
intersection of North Los Angeles 
(now Anaheim Blvd.) and Center 
(now Lincoln) Streets; image shows 
view looking northwest, with Hey-
ing’s Drug Store and Pharmacy 
(101 W. Center St.) in the center on 
the northwest corner, beneath the 
Antlers Hotel (109 N. Los Angeles 
St.); Center Street is filled with cos-
tumed figures and parade viewers.
Photo from Calisphere
Anaheim Public Library
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State University, Fullerton, as well as the recording secretary for 
the Orange County Historical Society, president of the California 
Council for the Promotion of History – and second place costume 
contest winner at the 1962 Anaheim Halloween Festival Pancake 
Breakfast.  

We hope you’ll join us for a fascinating evening on Anaheim’s 
Halloween celebrations. Costumes are welcome but not re-
quired.

Halloween Parade in 1947 on West Center Street, Anaheim; image 
shows Center Street decorated with Halloween banners and sever-
al children dressed in costume, one of a witch pulling a wagon with 
a gingerbread house and child dressed as Gretel (illustrating the 
story of “Hansel and Gretel”); Fox Theater, located at 229 W. Cen-
ter Street, visible in background with Rex Harrison and Maureen 
O’Hara in “THE FOXES OF HARROW” and “I COVER BIG TOWN” 
on marquee, both films released in 1947; partial view of P.D. Lake 
clothing store visible at far right.

OCHS Programs
  Oct. 11th – Anaheim’s Halloween Celebration – Stephanie George

  Nov. 3rd –  History Hike– Trabuco Adobe at O’Neill Park 

  Nov. 8th – Authors Night / Orange Countiana 

  Dec. 13th – Show & Tell 

  Jan.10th – Nixon’s 100th Birthday 

  Feb. 14th – A Special Valentine’s Day Program 

  Mar. 14th – Rock, Folk & Popular Music in O.C. – Jim Washburn
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President’s Message                                                                           

Join Us On A
HISTORY HIKE to the TRABUCO ADOBE
 
Join us for a trip along the Arroyo Trabuco to visit the ruins of 
the Trabuco Adobe, a mission outpost and later rancho head-
quarters. Historian Phil Brigandi will discuss the history of the 
adobe and the arroyo along the way. 

This is about a two-mile roundtrip, moderately easy hike, but 
with one steep grade in and out of Trabuco Creek.  
 
When: Saturday, November 3, 2012  
            8:30 a.m.  About 1.5 – 2 hours
 
Where: Meet at the Arroyo Vista Trailhead, O’Neill Re-
gional Park, Arroyo Vista and Paraiso in Rancho Santa 
Margarita. Parking is available on the street.
 
Reservations are a MUST and should be made by follow-
ing the links provided on the OCHS website homepage. If you 
don’t have access to a computer, but wish to register, please 
call: (714) 543-8282 

Additional information about the hike will be provided as part 
of your confirmation.  

Any other questions, please contact:  hikes@orangecountyhis-
tory.org

It’s time for me to come clean: 
I’ve mostly been selecting these 
topics and speakers for our monthly pro-
grams simply because they’re topics and 
speakers I want to see. There! I’ve said it!

Last month’s program on watercolor was 
certainly an example. And this month’s 
program on Anaheim’s Halloween Festival 
is another. 

Growing up, Halloween was among my 
favorite holidays. It was all about creativity, 
making stuff (masks, decorations, etc), and 
a bit of showmanship. The Halloween gob-
lins and monsters then were more spooky 
and kooky than terrifying – and more in the 
tradition of Disneyland’s Haunted Mansion 
than the gruesome images that pervade Hal-
loween today.

As a child, Halloween was also an opportu-
nity to stay out after dark with my friends, 
to be scared by stuff that couldn’t actu-
ally hurt me, to run from decorated house 
to decorated house, and actually meet my 
neighbors. 

The latter was an especially rare opportu-
nity in the anonymous, porch-free suburbia 
of southeast Huntington Beach. In some 
cases, the only thing I knew about some 
of our neighbors was what I gleaned from 
my annual visit: For instance, that house 
on the corner turned out to contain an older 
couple with a high-strung dog, too few 
light fixtures, and a faint odor of cabbage. 
Next door was a young family who proved 
helpful twelve years later when I needed to 
circulate a neighborhood petition. And so 
forth.

For me, a big part of Halloween was com-
munity. Clearly, Anaheim feels the same 
way, but on a much, much larger scale. I 
look forward to learning more about it and 
perhaps finding a new excuse to celebrate a 
favorite old holiday!

W. view of the Trabuco Mesa Adobe on Rancho Trabuco, 1936  
 Photos from Calisphere— About Calisphere see page 5 
 Contributing Institution:           Santa Ana Public Library
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Spooky continued on page 5

In fact, it was built from scratch and was based on the 
"Mystery Spot" roadside attraction, which opened in 
Santa Cruz, California in 1940. 

Knott's Berry Farm – the site and subject of 
last season’s successful OCHS annual dinner 
is celebrating the 40th Anniversary of their 
wildly popular Halloween Haunt. There’s 
some argument whether they’re a year 
early, (they probably are,) but they’ve come 
through with an interesting “museum” of 
artifacts, ephemera, photos and video. This 
exhibit was put together by the park’s head 
of décor, Jeff Shadic, and is appropriately 
located in Ghost Town, inside a building that 
served as Downey’s first post office. It will 
be open throughout the month of October. 

That said, the Haunt (a.k.a. Knott’s Scary 
Farm) is not the first “haunted” fun to 
be had at Knott’s Berry Farm. On June 
19, 1954, concessionaires Les and Pau-
line Wilson opened the gravity-defying 
Haunted Shack in the southwest corner 
of Calico Square. The Knott's "company 
line" claimed the shack was the home 
of the late miner, “Slanty Sam,” and his 
wife, “Shaky Sadie,” and that the build-
ing had been moved in from Esmerelda, 
Nevada. 

Spooky Doin’s in Ghost Town 

Les Wilson in front of the shack in 1960

Local TV host Sinister Seymour visits Slanty Sam at the 
Haunted Shack during the Haunt in 1973

Haunt Museum at Knott’s Berry Farm
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But there’s not much of the Haunted 
Shack to be seen at Knott’s Berry Farm 
these days. Today, a barrel of "baby 
rattlers" from the shack can still be 
found just down School House Road, 

near the entrance to Boot Hill. 

A corny-on-purpose attraction, the Haunted 
Shack featured a lot more humor and “fun with 
physics” than paranor-
mal activity. Most of the 
gags stemmed from the 
fact that the attraction 
was built on a slant, yet 
appeared to stand at right 
angles. This allowed wa-
ter to “run uphill,” made 
billiard balls fall into the 
right pocket no matter 
how they were hit, and 
so on. The biggest actual 
scare was a skeleton in 
Western clothes, sitting in 
an outhouse. 

The Haunted Shack sig-
nature Knott's attraction 
and was enjoyed by all 
ages. Sadly, it closed in 
September 2000 and was 
demolished two months 
later. There was talk of 
rebuilding it, but concern about ADA compli-
ance and potential trip-and-fall lawsuits won 
out. 

Somehow these same concerns haven’t daunted 
the San Bernardino County Parks folks, who 
quickly rebuilt their (extremely similar) “Mys-
tery Shack” at Calico after a fire burned down 
the original a few years ago. There’s no sign of 
Sam and Sadie, but you can still watch water run 
uphill and struggle against “mysterious forces” 
to get up out of a chair. (This last is more unique 
and exciting for the little ones than for those of 
us who already struggle getting up from chairs.)

Likewise, the Mystery Spot, near Santa Cruz, 
continues to astound visitors with “puzzling 
variations of gravity, perspective, and height.” 

Spooky continued from page 4

                 Haunted Shack in 1954

ABOUT CALISPHERE  (Source of Anaheim and 
Trabuco Adobe Photos)

Calisphere is the University of California’s free public 
gateway to a world of primary sources. More than 
200,000 digitized items — including photographs, 
documents, newspaper pages, political cartoons, 
works of art, diaries, transcribed oral histories, adver-
tising, and other unique cultural artifacts — reveal the 
diverse history and culture of California and its role 
in national and world history. Calisphere’s content has 
been selected from the libraries and museums of the 
UC campuses, and from a variety of cultural heritage 
organizations across California. See the list of con-
tributing institutions.
http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu
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