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YORBA LINDA NATIVE RICHARD NIXON
A CENTURY IN PERSPECTIVE

As local history goes, it’s hard
to beat having a President

of the United States born in your
midst. Join us the day after Rich-
ard M. Nixon’s 100th birthday

for a thoughtful discussion of his
life and legacy by The Reverend
Canon John H. Taylor. The pro-
gram will be held January 10,
2013, 7:30 p.m., at Trinity Episco-
pal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in
Orange.

In 1979, John Taylor joined the
staff of former President Richard
M. Nixon, becoming his chief of
staff in 1984. He traveled with
Nixon to the Soviet Union, China,
and many other countries, helped
with six of his books, and assisted
in planning the Nixon Library in
Yorba Linda. Named the library’s
director in 1990, Taylor over-

saw President and Mrs. Nixon’s
funerals in 1994 and 1993. As
co-executor of Mr. Nixon’s estate,
he helped pave the way for the
opening of the Nixon White House
tapes and other historical materi-
als. And in 2007, he coordinated
the library’s entry into the federal
government’s system of presiden-
tial libraries.

Taylor received his Master of
Divinity degree in 2003 from the
Claremont School of Theology.
He was ordained to the diacon-
ate in 2003 and to the priesthood
in 2004, and is now the full-time
vicar of St. John Chrysostom
Episcopal Church and St. John’s
Episcopal School in Rancho
Santa Margarita. For the Episco-
pal Diocese of Los Angeles, he
currently serves on the Commis-
sion on Ministry, Commission on
the Middle East, and Committee
on Constitution and Canons. He is
chair of the Committee on Reso-
lutions.

RICHARD M. NIXON

Richard Nixon — one of the most
fascinating and controversial
figures of the 20th century — was
born January 9, 1913 in the small
town of Yorba Linda. Today, the
area’s rolling hills, unassuming
downtown, occasional patches
of open land, and tinges of rural
roots remind us of the agricultural
Orange County of Nixon’s youth.
Nixon’s favorite menu items are
still marked at Mexican restau-
rants like El Adobe in San Juan
Capistrano and Olamendi’s in
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Capistrano Beach. Surfers still point out Nixon’s “West-

ern White House” in San Clemente. And of course,

the Nixon Library and Birthplace is the primary place
where researchers and the general public come to bet-
ter understand the 37th President of the United States.

Although he moved back East in 1980, Nixon’s imprint

on Orange County is everywhere. The following is an

abbreviated timeline, highlighting just some of his local

connections.
NIXON IN ORANGE COUNTY

1912 — Nixon'’s father, Frank, builds the house where
Richard would be born in Yorba Linda.

1913 — Richard M. Nixon is born, January 9, 1913.

1916 — Frank Nixon helps build the first Friends Church

in Yorba Linda.

1919-1922 — Richard Nixon attends Yorba Linda El-
ementary School.

1926-1928 — Attends Fullerton High School.

1931-1932 — Pat Ryan (later Pat Nixon) attends Fuller-
ton College.

1939 — Richard Nixon opens his first law office (now
demolished) in La Habra.

1940 — Proposes to Pat Ryan on the bluff tops of Dana
Point. They marry, and make their first home in La
Habra.

1946 — Elected to Congress.
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After a night camping with his old scout troop, a bearded Vice Presi-

dent Nixon addresses the 1953 Boy Scout Jamboree on the Irvine
Ranch. Photo courtesy OC

1950 — Elected Senator.
1952 — Elected Vice President. (Re-elected in 1956).

1959 — The Nixon family dedicates the Disneyland
Monorail in Anaheim.

1962 — Nixon’s defeat in the California Governor’s
race leads to the creation of the Lincoln Club — an
Orange County Republican powerhouse.

1968 — Elected President. (Re-elected in 1972.) Also
in 1968, the Nixon family — friends of Walter and
Cordelia Knott — visit Knott’s Berry Farm.

1969 — Buys a home, “La Casa Pacifica,” in San Cle-
mente which would become known as the Western
Whitehouse.

1973 — Holds summit with Soviet Premier Leonid
Brezhnev at La Casa Pacifica. Nixon also throws the
first pitch at Angels Stadium.

1974 — Resigns the presidency as a result of the Wa-
tergate scandal. The Nixons are flown back to Cali-
fornia, landing at MCAS El Toro, where a crowd of
supporters await them.

1977 — The famous Frost/Nixon interviews are held
at a private home in Dana Point.

1975-1979 — Nixon is a regular at the Shorecliffs
Golf Course in San Clemente.

1980 — Sells La Casa Pacifica to Allergan founder
Gavin Herbert.

1988 — Ground broken by daughter Julie Nixon
Eisenhower for the Nixon Library.

1990 — The Richard Nixon Library & Birthplace
opens in Yorba Linda.

1993 — Pat Nixon dies and is buried at the Nixon
Library.

1994 — Richard Nixon dies and is buried just feet
from the house he was born in and next to Pat.
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THE ORANGE COUNTY ARCHIVES

As Orange County Clerk-Recorder Tom Daly moves
on to the State Assembly, we take a moment to thank
him for his great contribution to local history. His first
major action upon becoming Clerk-Recorder a decade
ago, was to re-staff the Orange County Archives, once
again making accessible many of the County’s most
important historical records. Throughout his decade-
long administration, the archives have grown and
thrived and are now a vital and invaluable resource for
the citizens of Orange County.

In a democracy, access to public records — both past
and present — is critical. Moreover, knowing our histo-
ry is crucial to understanding our communities, where
we’ve come from, and how best to plan for the future.
And of course, preserving important information and
images of the past is simply the right thing to do. The
Orange County Archives helps meet all these needs. It
is a research center for the preservation and study of

local history and is charged with promoting knowledge

and understanding of the origins and history of Orange
County.

Located in the Old County Courthouse, 211 W.
Santa Ana Blvd, Santa Ana, the Archives welcomes
the public to visit and use their unique collections
of government records and other material docu-
menting the rich history of our county.

The majority of the archives’ records come from
county government, beginning with Orange Coun-
ty’s separation from Los Angeles in 1889. How-
ever, the resolution that created the Archives also
provides for the collection of “historical materials
which are not official County records but which
document the history of Orange County.” This has
allowed the Archives to build a collection that is not
only extensive but diverse.

Although its mission is partly to identify, collect,
preserve and make available all these records, the
Orange County Archives is more than its name
might imply. It’s not a place where historical mate-
rials are simply boxed, numbered, and seldom seen
again. These collections belong to the people of
Orange County, and staff members are (thankfully)
not just glorified file clerks. They are knowledge-

Tom Daly among the stacks

able, professional, and on hand to help anyone and
everyone find their way through over 120 years of
records to solve various historical, genealogical, and
legal mysteries.

Archive staff members also organize historical ex-

hibits, speak in public on subjects relating to county
history, and sometimes provide guidance for histori-
cal projects undertaken by county agencies or com-

missions.

Just as OCHS is the central historical organization for
Orange County — among many individual community
historical societies — so too is the Orange County
Archives the central hub for county-wide historical
research in a field that also includes many fine his-
torical collections focused on individual communities
and special subjects.

The Archives remains a division of the Orange
County Clerk-Recorder Deptartment, and is open to
the public on weekdays (except holidays), 9:00 am to
noon and 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm. For more information
about the archives, visit OCArchives.com, call our
OCHS president, Chris Jepsen (who is Assistant Ar-
chivist and more-or-less the Archives’ in-house histo-
rian) at (714) 834-4771, or just stop by for a visit.

Photo courtesy OC Register
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“DAD” JUSTICE:
FORTY-NINER

The California Gold Rush began 165 years ago this
month, when James Marshall first saw flakes of gold
at Sutter’s Mill. The ensuing mania brought more
than 300,000 fortune seckers to The Golden State.
After the rush, many found other lines of work and
stayed in California. Some, like founding OCHS
member J.E. Pleasants, even made their way to Or-
ange County. But not many came here specifically to
continue prospecting.

Silver wasn’t discovered in the old Cafion de la
Madera until 1877. Santa Ana residents Hank Smith
and William Curry stumbled across ore while hunt-
ing, and within a week of them staking a claim, hun-
dreds of prospectors were pouring into what eventu-
ally became known as Silverado Canyon. By then,
many of those who’d taken part in the Gold Rush
were past the age when hard labor seemed appeal-
ing. However, at least a few of those old-timers made
their way to Silverado to try their luck once again.

Even then, these forty-niners and their colorful
stories were of great historical interest. In his classic
1931 volume, Shadows of Old Saddleback, historian
Terry E. Stephenson wrote about one such charac-
ter...

Perhaps the most interesting of all the many men
who rushed into the Silverado was “Dad” Justice,
described as “a veritable pioneer of the West,” a
friend of Mark Twain and credited with being the
original of Mark Twain’s Colonel Sellers. Begin-
ning with the days of °49, he had gone from mining
camp to mining camp all over California and Ne-
vada and as far north as British Columbia, always a
picturesque figure, always optimistic, always seek-
ing millions.

It was in the Silverado that “Dad” Justice’s min-
ing days came to an end. He died as he had lived,
among miners and mining excitement. A grave was
dug in the little flat near his cabin, and silently his

Adam England, OCHS Member celebrates Talk Like A Grizzled
Prospector Day, Jan 24, 2012

friends laid him away and filled in the rocks and
earth. His grave is there today unmarked, and
“Dad” Justice is almost forgotten,...

“Dad” Justice died still firm in his belief that a
great silver ledge, as rich as the richest Virginia
City had ever known, lay hidden somewhere in the
Silverado’s ridges awaiting the lucky strike of some
miner’s pick. He died not living to see the gradual
fading away of hope, the abandonment of tunnels
and drifts, the sinking of the sun upon Silverado’s
dreams.

Cash Harvey, for many years a prominent political
figure in Orange County, was fond of relating an
incident in which “Dad” Justice figured. The two
men were prospecting over a steep mountainside
when they discovered a likely looking piece of ore,
loose on the surface. Immediately, Harvey started
toward the summit eagerly seeking the ledge. Jus-
tice started downward.

“Dad” Justice continued



“What you going downhill for?” asked Har-
vey. “That rock wouldn’t roll up-hill.”

“May be when that rock broke loose from
the ledge, the mountainside tipped the other
direction,” declared “Dad” sagely.

In the remark “Dad” Justice hit upon a
geological fact that points to the reason why
big mineral bearing ledges have never been
found in the Silverado. The country is geo-
logically broken up. In the formative ages so
much happened thereabouts that formations

The Blu
are criss-crossed with breaks.

A few rods above the forks of the Silverado, the line
of the Cleveland National Forest crosses the can-
yon, and above that line no cabins have been built.
The flats along the creek bed, most of them not
more than half an acre in extent, are grown over
with scrub oak, sumac and greasewood. Here and
there on the steep rough mountain slopes a bit of
bare rock marks an old mine dump, with brush and
trees bravely doing their best to hide these man-
made scars upon the landscape; a black hole shows
the entrance to an old-time tunnel, where miners
wasted their energy and hopes in a vain quest for
treasure.

Here and there is a rotting timber, a line of rocks
laid to mark the tidy dooryard or the foundation of
a cabin long since torn down. Here a forge stood,
there an open-air fireplace where miners cooked
their food.

This, perhaps, is the unmarked brush-covered grave
of old “Dad” Justice...

It’s hard to find a paper trail for Justice which is
hardly surprising for a man who spent his life ram-
bling from strike to strike. Even a search of many re-
cently digitized newspapers from the Gold Rush era
show no signs of a “Dad” Justice. Certainly, knowing
his first name or initials would help in future re-
search efforts.
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Mark Twain, in his autobiography, stated that the
character of Colonel Sellers, who first appeared in
his 1873 novel (with Charles Dudley Warner), The
Gilded Age, was based on his mother’s favorite
cousin, James Lampton. That pretty much sticks a
fork in Justice’s claim to literary fame. However, the
fact that people readily believed this story attests to
the fact that Justice bore more than a few similari-
ties to Sellers.

Colonel Sellers was a comically offbeat character
who lived in an eternal state of hopeful expectation,
who always had a plan for certain success, yet was
perpetually flat broke. It sounds like a description
that suited “Dad” to a T.
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NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
Permit NO 818
Fullerton CA

ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 10984
Santa Ana CA 92711

Students® with ID $20.00
Seniors (65+) $20.00
Individuals $30.00
Family (at same address) $45.00
Institutions® $50.00
Sponsors $60.00
Patrons $100.00
Corporate/Companies ® $200.00
Life Member $300.00

If you join after the 20th day of the month

your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks
¢*NON-VOTING MEMBER

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM January 2013

NAME/S

ADDRESS

CITY STATE, ZIP

PHONE

E MAIL

DSend meeting and special event notices to my e mail.
AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS
MAILTO: OCHS c/o Kathy Pacaud
1011 No. Cypress, La Habra 90631



