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Saving Orange County: A Preservation Roundup

threatened in recent years with 
demolition and/or terribly incom-
patible alterations and expansions. 
Mariners Medical Arts consists 
of three structures connected by 
serene gardens and covered walk-
ways. 

“It just makes you feel great 
walking amongst the buildings 
that were created, composed, 
and articulated by such an archi-
tectural master,”’ says Linnert. 
“Dion Neutra, son and partner of 
Richard Neutra, says he considers 
this the best example of this kind 
of project the practice did during 
its heyday. It would be a tragedy 
if this example were lost. Instead, 

Learn about grass-roots 
historical preservation 

efforts currently underway 
throughout Orange County at 
the next meeting of the Orange 
County Historical Society, April 
11, 2013, 7:30 p.m., at Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. 
Canal St., in Orange. Speakers 
include Ilse Byrnes (SDG&E 
Station, San Juan Capistrano), 
John Linnert (Mariners Medi-
cal Arts, Newport Beach), 
Jeannie Gillett (Old Orchard 
Conservancy, Santa Ana), and 
Mary Adams Urashima (His-
toric Wintersburg, Huntington 
Beach). 

Architect John Linnert is a third 
generation City of Orange native 
and has practiced architecture 
throughout Orange County for 
more than 20 years. Recently he 
has become involved with the 
preservation efforts for Mariners 
Medical Arts -- An architecturally 
and culturally significant medical 
office complex at 1901 Westcliff 
Dr. in Newport Beach.

This complex, designed in 1963 
by world-renowned modernist 
architect Richard Neutra, has been 
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it should be reha-
bilitated and brought 
back to its earlier 
glory replete with 
the [original] water 
features...”

Ilse Byrnes has 
worked diligently 
and successfully to 
preserve San Juan 
Capistrano’s historic 
sites since the early 
1970s, when she be-
came involved with 
the San Juan Capist-

rano Historical Society. She is also 
currently a member of the Orange 

Mariners Medical Arts office complex in Newport Beach  
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Preservation continued

County Historical Commis-
sion. Ilse and her husband, 
City Councilman and former 
mayor, Dr. Roy L. Byrnes, 
have lived in San Juan Capist-
rano since 1969, after liv-
ing the previous 10 years in 
Capistrano Beach.  Ilse has 
been instrumental in placing 
13 sites on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. She is 
currently working to make the 
first school site in L.A./O.C. 
an official California Point 
of Historical Interest, and 
to save the threatened 1917 
San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E) power station 
north of Downtown.

“ I got involved with this item [because] SDG&E’s  
plan to expand their plant on Camino Capistrano and 
bulldoze down the 1917 building  is a bad plan,” said 
Byrnes. “The replacement of a three story new struc-
ture in the historic area of San Juan is unacceptable. 
...SDG&E [has] other properties where they could 
build, but it is cheaper for them to bulldoze than going 
through getting permits, environmental studies, et-
cetera.  Moreover, this new plan will only benefit the 
new construction outside San Juan. I decided to fight 
this idea in order to preserve the historic 
ambiance of the area and presently am 
trying to nominate it to the National 
Register.”

Two years ago, OCHS held a panel 
discussion on the fate of the remains 
of the historically important Japanese-
American community at Wintersburg 
(now part of north Huntington Beach).  
Still standing on the 5-acre property is 
the original barn and 1912 bungalow of 
Charles Mitsuji and Yukiko Furuta -- a 
rare Japanese-owned property, pur-
chased before California’s Alien Land 
Law of 1913. Also included on the prop-

Arrow points to the 1917 power station building on Calle Bonita and Camino 
Capistrano

  Bungalow of Charles Mitsuji and Yukiko Futura
                                                                                     Chris Jepsen Photo 

erty is the Wintersburg Japanese Presbyterian Mission 
(founded 1904, constructed 1910), which is the old-
est Japanese church in Southern California.  The site 
also includes the 1910 manse (clergy home), and the 
Depression-era 1934 Church.  

The 2011 OCHS program helped jump-start a preser-
vation movement that has drawn the interest of world-
wide media and even the formerly preservation-shy 
Huntington Beach City Council. The most important 
figure driving this community-wide effort has been 
Mary Adams Urashima, the author of the blog, 
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probably descended from escaped pets.  One such bear, 
trained to ride a bicycle, escaped from its owner near 
Corona in 1973 and into the Santa Ana Mountains. If you 
hear a bicycle bell in the woods, run.

•	 Laguna Beach lifeguards originated the sport of 
skimboarding in the late 1920′s, using round pieces of 
plywood to slide down the sand on the shallow wash of 
receding waves. Skimboarders at Victoria Beach in the 
1960s popularized the sport. Eventually, skimboarding 
spread around the world and now boasts professional 
competitions. Most of the top pros still come from Laguna. 
Interestingly, you can skimboard anywhere there’s water: 
From beaches that are too dangerous to surf, to lakes, to 
wet grass. If grandpa spills his bourbon, some kid is likely 
to skim the resulting puddle.

•	 During the Boy Scouts’ 1953 National Jamboree 
about 50,000 scouts and their leaders --  from every state 
and more than twenty nations -- camped at a site that 
stretched from MacArthur Blvd. to Upper Newport Bay 
in what’s now Newport Beach. Remnants of the event can 
still be seen today, including Jamboree Road (built for 
the event), the flagpole at the Newport Sea Scout Base, a 
bronze plaque at Fashion Island, and something more,...  In 
the 1970s, archaeologists began studying a site in Newport 
occupied by Indians 9,500 to 4,300 years ago. According 
to archaeologist Henry Koerper, they soon found strange 
artifacts. Seemingly ancient arrowheads turned out to be 
made at the Jamboree, while seemingly modern beads 
proved to be ancient.  They also found souvenirs and 
trinkets brought by Scouts from all over the world to trade 
with other Scouts.  Imagine how confused archaeologists 
will be when they excavate this site again in another 9,500 
years.                                                             -Chris Jepsen

Preservation continued 
Historic Wintersburg, (HistoricWintersburg.
blogspot.com).  Urashima researches oral histo-
ries, old newspapers and documents to find and 
share stories relating to Historic Wintersburg. 
Historic Wintersburg is threatened now with 
a zone change and demolition by the current 
landowners.  She will provide us with an update 
on the current status of the situation, as well as a 
brief overview 
of the site’s history.

An intact citrus grove is a 
rare thing in Orange County 
these days. A grove adjoin-
ing the growers’ intact home 
is even rarer. Thus, it’s a 
pleasant surprise to discover 
that the five-acre Sexlinger 
Home and orange grove still 

exists at 1584 E. Santa Clara Ave. in Santa Ana.  
The parcel contains 230 Valencia orange trees 
and also a Craftsman-style farmhouse and out-
building. Although the property is on the city’s 
Register of Historical Properties, the current 
owners plan to demolish the house and orchard 
for new development. 

Jeannie Gillett, President of The Old Orchard 
Conservancy (oldorchardconservancy.org) will 
tell us about her group’s efforts to purchase, 
restore, renovate, and operate for public benefit.  
She will also share the history of the property, 
(owned, occupied and operated by the Sexlinger 
family since 1913,) and the city’s interest in the 
property in recent decades. Gillett is a certified 
pediatric nurse at CHOC, an associate Board 
Member of the Santa Ana Historical Preservation 
Society,  and a third generation Orange Countian 
whose grandparents farmed the land that later 
became the Anaheim Airport. 

OCHS’s April program will not only shine a light 
on a variety of important grass-roots campaigns, 
but will also serve as an unofficial introduction 
to preservation for those who may wish to at-
tend the 2013 California Preservation Foundation 
Conference (californiapreservation.org), which 
will be held in Garden Grove in May.

Who’da Thunk It?

•	 Although the last grizzly in the 
Santa Ana Mountains was
killed in 1908, hikers,
game wardens, forest 
service employees, and
even marines at 
Camp Pendleton
have reported rare
sightings of black
bears ever since. 
According to Jim Sleeper’s
Boy’s Book Of Bear Stories, the
bears occasionally seen today are 
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Spring 2013 History Hike

PIONEERS OF LIVE OAK CANYON
Learn about the early settlers in what is now O’Neill 
Regional    Park. Our guide will be David McIntosh, a 
descendant of one of the old time homestead families. 
This is an easy one-mile hike. Afterwards, more adven-
turous hikers (who can handle steep grades and switch-
backs) can join historian Phil Brigandi for a climb to the 
vista point above the canyon (1½ miles roundtrip). 

Date: Sunday, April 14, 2013
Time: 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Parking Fee: $5 per vehicle

This hike is limited to 30 participants. Reservations are 
a MUST and should be made by following the links 
provided on the OCHS website homepage. If you don’t 
have access to a computer, but wish to register, please 
call: (714) 543-8282. 

Additional information about the hike will be provided 
as part of your confirmation. Any other questions, please 
contact:  hikes@orangecountyhistory.org

 See the Pageant With OCHS 
  
You’re invited to this year’s production of the Pageant 
of the Masters, the annual festival held by the Festival of 
Arts!  Known for its tableaux vivants or living pictures, 
classic and contemporary artwork is recreated by a cast 
who are made to look nearly identical to the original 
pieces.  This year’s theme, The Big Picture: A Salute 
to Art that Inspired the Movies, should be great fun 
on a warm summer evening in the Laguna Bowl.  Seats 
are located in the Director’s Tier Side and normally cost 
$30.  Meet up with friends for a picnic dinner, arrive early 
to wander around the festival art show, and get ready for 
your close up!
Date:  Sunday, July 14, 2013. 
Curtain:  8:30 p.m.
Cost:  $25 OCHS members; $28 non-members.  
Tickets will be available at OCHS’s general meetings 
until they’re sold out.

Pioneer Council’s Annual Dinner
You’re Invited!

Members of the Orange County Historical Soci-
ety are invited to join the Orange County Pioneer 
Council at their annual dinner on Thursday, April 
25, 2013. In addition to the traditional presenta-
tion to narrators and local repositories of OCPC’s 
recently conducted oral histories, OCHS Presi-
dent, Chris Jepsen, will speak about the Pacific 
Beach Club, a planned resort for African Ameri-
cans in Huntington Beach during the mid-1920s. 
The cost of the southwestern-style dinner is $35 
and begins at 6:00 p.m. at The Hacienda (1725 N. 
College Ave. Santa Ana).  

Reservations are accepted by mail. 
Please send the names and telephone numbers of 
those in your party, along with a check for $35/
person, to: O.C. Pioneer Council. 
360 E. First St., Box 106, Tustin, CA 92780-3211

Date:  Thursday, April 25
Cost:   $35 per person
Time:  6:00 p.m.
Where: The Hacienda 
1725 N. College Ave. Santa Ana  

This dinner signals the end of an era, as it will 
be the final annual dinner of the Pioneer Coun-
cil.  Please consider attending in support of our 
friends whose mission was documenting and 
preserving Orange County history for more than 
thirty years. 
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Bruce Sinclair (1927-2013)

Former OCHS board member and 
longtime champion of Orange County 
history Dr. Robert Bruce Sinclair passed 
away on Feb. 14, 2013 at the age of 85.   

Born on July 26, 1927 in Alhambra, 
he was the second son of William and 
Grace (Van Alstine) Sinclair. 

Following his service in the Merchant 
Marines, California National Guard and 
U.S. Army, Bruce earned his B.A. in 
Education from Occidental College and 
his M.A. in Educational Administra-
tion from Los Angeles State College.  In 
1968 he earned his Doctorate in Educa-
tional Administration from USC. 

Bruce started his thirty five years in edu-
cation as an elementary school teacher in 
Arcadia.  He then taught in the Overseas Dependent 
Schools in Metz, France for two years serving as 
teacher-principal. Upon his return he worked for 
the school districts of Pasadena and San Marino 
prior to becoming an elementary principal for the 
Fountain Valley School District.  In 1966 he be-
came a director and later assistant superintendent 
for the O.C. Dept. of Education.  In 1973, Bruce 
began working for Covina-Valley Unified School 
District as an administrative assistant for instruc-
tion and then director of special projects until his 
retirement in 1988.

Bruce was a forty three year resident of Santa 
Ana’s Floral Park Neighborhood. In addition to his 
involvement in OCHS, he served on the board of 
the Old Courthouse Museum Society in Santa Ana 
where he was president for seven years.  He was 
also a member of the Santa Ana, Tustin and Costa 
Mesa Historical Societies.  In 2004 he became a 
board member of the Orange Community Historical 
Society during which time he created their oral his-
tory program and received their William T. Glassell 
Award.  Bruce was also recognized for outstanding 
service to the community by the Mayor of Santa 
Ana and the Orange County Board of Supervisors.

Shortly after her father’s passing, Bruce’s daughter Kim 
wrote the following to OCHS: 

Bruce was preceded in death by Alice, his beloved wife 
of forty eight years.  He is survived by his daughter Kim 
and her husband Oscar; his son Douglas and his wife 
Isela, and one grandchild. A graveside service was held 
at St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery in Santa Ana on March 
16.

Always active in the leadership of the society, pictured here, (far 
right) Bruce heads  the tour he arranged for OCHS  of the George 
Key Ranch.

 I wanted you to know how much I appreciated 
receiving the County Courier. In the past months I 
would take things to read to my father during each 
visit. Seldom did he respond with a word or even a 
facial expression.  However, when I would read your 
newsletter he would actually turn his head and look 
at me, paying attention from front to back. I would 
say at the end of an especially good article ‘Wow, 
that was really interesting wasn’t it?’  He would re-
spond with the only word usually spoken during the 
visit, ‘Yes’.  
My father received a variety of historical society 
newsletters each month.  The County Courier is far 
and away the best.  So, on behalf of my parents I 
want to thank your membership.  Thank you for your 
kindness.  Thank you for your friendship.  And thank 
you for the outstanding gift your newsletter has been 
to the Sinclair family. 
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