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THE BIG RED CARS ARRIVE!
modern light-rail system, 
one that current society 
would be happy to uti-
lize. Authors Steve Crise 
and Michael Patris look 
back at the railway and 
its landscape today. Both 
serve on the board of the 
Pacific Electric Railway 
Historical Society, from 
whose archives many of 
the program’s images will 
be taken. 

Michael Patris, a third 
generation Southern Cali-
fornia native, is president 
and founder of the Mount 
Lowe Preservation Soci-
ety, Inc., president of the 
Pacific Electric Railway 
Historical Society, and past 
sheriff of the Los Angeles 
Corral of Westerners. He has also 
written numerous articles for the 
Horseless Carriage Gazette, collec-
tor magazine, Dogtown Territorial 
Quarterly, The Branding Iron quar-
terly magazine for the Los Angeles 
Corral of Westerners, Hemmings 
Motor News, and Rod &Custom. 
Michael is also president and owner 
of Golden West Books, a publishing 
company focusing on the history of 
trains, trolleys, railroads and loco-
motive material.

From the clackity-clack of the 
wheels, to the gentle swaying of 

the car, to the sound of the “clatter 
gong” or trolley bell -- a ride on the 
“Big Red Cars” of the Pacific Elec-
tric Railway was once as central to 
life in Orange County as freeways 
are today.

Authors Steve Crise and Michael 
Patris will present a look back at 
the heyday of the Pacific Electric at 
the O.C. Historical Society’s annual 
dinner, June 21, 2013, at the historic 
Santa Ana Ebell Clubhouse, 625 
French St., Santa Ana. The evening 
begins with social hour (and cash 
bar) at 5:30 pm, the buffet dinner 
begins at 6:30, and the program will 
start at 7:30. Along the way, we’ll be 
treated to great music of the 1920s 
courtesy of the collection of Josh 
McIntosh, walking tours of the his-
toric French Park neighborhood, rare 
film footage of the P.E. in Orange 
County, and a raffle. The event is 
$35 for OCHS members, and $40 for 
non-members.

The Pacific Electric provided reli-
able transportation across more than 
1,000 miles of track in Southern 
California. Postwar society’s affair 
with the automobile led to the loss 
of an infrastructure that could have 
formed the basis for an enviable 
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June 21, 2013
5:30 p.m. Tours start

5:30 p.m. Social

6:30 p.m. Buffet Dinner

Santa Ana Ebell Club
625 French St., Santa Ana  

7:30 p.m. Program
The Big Red Cars
Reservations only

See  page 2

Red car in front of French’s Grand Opera at 4th 
and Bush streets, Santa Ana               
                                                  photo from OCHS
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One of Michael’s most recent projects is a Mount Lowe trilogy 
through Arcadia Publishing, beginning with Images of Rail: Mount 
Lowe Railway, and Postcards of America: Mount Lowe. He has also 
co-authored two books with Steve Crise: Pacific Electric Railway 
Then & Now, and Mount Lowe Railway Then & Now.

Steve Crise, a native Los Angeleno, has always been fascinated with 
the electrical railways that operated in the Southern California area. 
His photographic career started in Hollywood, while working at an 
independent studio that catered to the entertainment industry. Steve 
started his own photography business in 1986 and quickly gained cli-
entele of his own. His interest in railroads has always been the driving 
force behind his commercial work. Steve has completed many assign-
ments for the Union Pacific Railroad, the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe Railway, and others. His many clients have sent him on  assign-
ments all across American and in Europe and Asia. 

Those interested in the history of either Orange County or rail travel 
should join us for this special event that combines both, along with 
good food and fellowship. See you there!
 
  

JUNE 21 ANNUAL DINNER RESERVATIONS

Buffet dinner:
Carving Station (Baron of Beef, Poached Salmon, Chicken Picatta),
Green Garden Salad, Butter Parsley New Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, 
Baby Green Beans,  Breads & Rolls, Dessert, and a Vegetarian Entrée.

This event is open to OCHS members and non-members alike, so 
bring your friends. Reservations are a must, so please RSVP by June 11.
 
We realize many of you will not have received this Courier before 
the deadline of June 11. Therefore you may call Lynn at (714) 
970-7127 and make your reservation with her with the following 
information:

Names and number of OCHS members in your party: ___ x $35
   

   Names and number of non-members in your party: ___  x $40    
TOTAL: $_________

                                             (Number of vegetarian entrees: ______ )

Preferred tour start time:  □ 5:30   □ 6:00   □ 6:30   □ No tour 

 (No walk-ins.) Checks payable to: Orange County Historical Society

Mail to  Lynne Yauger, 6271 Fairlynn Blvd, Yorba Linda, CA 92886

Red Cars continued from page 1
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The End of an Era: 
Orange County Pioneer Council

With the words, “It is done,” Orange 
County Pioneer Council president Jim 
Kettler adjourned the final meeting of the 
Orange County Pioneer Council during its 
annual dinner on April 25, at the Hacienda 
Restaurant in Santa Ana. 

More than thirty years before, Bowers Museum, 
aware of the county’s approaching centennial, 
established various “councils” as a way of build-
ing connections with the local community and 
acknowledging the role of many cultural groups.  
Born out of this were nearly a dozen groups, in-
cluding the Mexican American Council, Japanese 
American Council, and Chinese American Council.  
Inspired, Jack Ball and Bill Lowe, along with Don-
ald Kennedy, organized a group to recognize the 
contributions of early Californians and thus, formed 
the Orange County Pioneer Council.  

Membership in the Pioneer Council was limited to 
those whose families had settled in Orange County 
prior to 1914. Many of these pioneers and their 
families attended the Council’s first gala event at 
the Santa Ana Country Club on January 26, 1983, 
and agreed to support an oral history project that 
would document the memories of family life in 
the early decades of the twentieth century.  A year 
later, the first oral history was conducted by Ann L. 
Spencer with Clare Sharpless Marks, whose family 
came to Orange County in 1909.  

With the reorganization of the Bowers Museum 
by the city just a few years later, the old Bowers 
Museum Foundation that oversaw these fledging 
councils ceased to exist. A few stayed on briefly 
with the museum, while the Chinese American and 
Japanese American Councils took the lead in form-
ing the Historical & Cultural Foundation of Orange 
County, which survived on into the 1990s.

The Pioneer Council, too, set off on its own, secur-
ing non-profit status in 1987. In addition to pub-

After more than thirty years collecting and 
preserving Orange County history through 
a robust oral history project and other ac-
tivities, the Orange County Pioneer Council 
has asked the Orange County Historical 
Society to continue part of its mission and 
programs.  

Working together, an agreement was reached under 
which the Pioneer Council would dissolve its corpo-
ration and transfer any remaining assets to the Histor-
ical Society.  Moreover, the Historical Society agreed 
to extend gratis membership in the Historical Society 
to any member of the Pioneer Council through 2014 
and establish a new committee that will continue 
their work of conducting oral histories with Orange 
County pioneers. 

Of this opportunity, OCHS president Chris Jepsen 
stated, “The two things that excite me most about this 
are, A) OCHS is getting a lot of very knowledgeable 
new members with deep Orange County roots, and 
B) OCHS has the opportunity to continue the work of 
Pioneer Council -- especially their outstanding oral 
history program.”

This “merger” should be finalized by July 1 and the 
new oral history committee will be launched in Sep-
tember. 

The OCHS board is grateful for the opportunity to 
continue the OCPC’s mission and appreciates the 
confidence they have in our commitment to our com-
munity’s history.  

OC Pioneer Council and 
OCHS Sign MOU 

When it comes to local history, the last vote 
is never in. It is one of its chief charms and 
greatest challenges.

Jim Sleeper, A Boy’s Book of Bear Stories

                             End of Era  continued  on page 4
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lishing their Centennial Cookbook (in honor of 
the county’s centennial anniversary), they also 
became the new sponsor of the Orange County 
Old Timer’s Picnic, which had begun in 1925. The 
oral history project continued as a priority, stating 
in their bylaws that their purpose was “fellowship 
and reminiscing and also to record and preserve 
the past through Oral Histories of members of 
these pioneer families.”  

This oral history project was a partnership that 
involved the then-named  Oral History Program at 
CSU Fullerton, who offered oral history training, 
transcription, binding , and whose staff members 
typically presented the bound volumes at the 
Pioneer Council’s annual dinner each year.  At one 
time, upwards of five or six oral histories were 
conducted each year.  As of this writing, more 
than ninety-one oral histories have been con-
ducted and another forty-five oral histories con-
ducted previously by well-known Orange County 
historians Jim Sleeper and Esther Cramer have 
been fully processed with funds from the Pioneer 
Council.  

In the mid-1990s, membership was at an all-time 
high with more than 550 who claimed themselves 
descendants of those early Orange County Pio-
neers.  Imagine the difficult decision, then, when 
the board of directors recognized that, despite 
broadening membership requirements and other 
methods of maintaining the organization, the 
Pioneer Council had run its course.  Last year, the 
board of directors began seeking out other alterna-
tives to carrying on their mission of conducting 
oral histories and a new “organizational home” for 
its remaining members.  

After several discussions with the board of direc-
tors of the Orange County Historical Society, an 
arrangement was reached, one that would benefit 
both organizations.

While Jim Kettler’s words may have signaled the 
corporate end of the Pioneer Council’s thirty-plus 
year presence, the tangible legacy of its oral his-
tory project will serve casual readers and serious 
scholars alike for more than several lifetimes.  

Notice of Election 
for the Board of Directors 
of the Orange County Historical Society

The Orange County Historical Society will hold its annual 
election of new and returning members to the board of 
directors in June. All members in good standing of the So-
ciety are eligible to vote. Balloting will take place in person 
at the annual dinner, June 21, 2013.  

There are two new members among those put forward by 
the Nominating Committee. Those included in the slate are:  

Don Dobmeier 
Don Dobmeier has been an OCHS member since 1968, 
served on the board of directors at various times since 
1971. He has also been a member of the Orange County 
Historical Commission since 1974, where he has served as 
Chairman (1977-1985 and 2009-2010) and also as Vice-
Chairman to Esther Cramer, Steve Faessel and Paul Si-
mons.

Don is an Orange County native and has lived his entire 
life here. He grew up in Garden Grove and is a member of 
the Garden Grove High School class of ‘63. 

His interest in local history dates to his years at Cal State 
Fullerton. A friend mentioned an old cemetery near Yorba 
Linda. Investigating, Don found the largest headstone was 
that of Bernardo Yorba. That led him back to the college 
library where he found a book about Don Bernardo Yorba. 
It was the beginning of a lifetime fascination with Orange 
County’s past. 

Stephanie George
Stephanie George is the archivist for the Center for Oral 
and Public History at CSU Fullerton.  In addition to her 
duties in managing the archives, she’s the current secretary 
for the Orange County Historical Society and president 
of the statewide organization, California Council for the 
Promotion of History.  

“I’m pleased to continue my service to the Historical Soci-
ety.  Since joining the board three years ago, I’ve worked as 
the secretary, but have contributed to developing our stra-
tegic plan, written articles for the newsletter, and worked 
on the website,  nomination, and history hike committees, 
in addition planning and organizing other special activ-

    End of Era  continued  from page 3

                      Notice of Election   continued   on  page 5
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Notice of Election   continued   from page 4

ities.  I’m grateful to be a part of an active organiza-
tion centered on the preservation and dissemination 
of quality Orange County history.”

Patricia Prestinary
Librarian and certified archivist Patricia Prestinary 
has  a bachelor’s degree in history from San Fran-
cisco State University and a master’s in library and 
information science with an emphasis in archives 
and manuscripts. She has an eclectic library back-
ground, having worked for architects and design-
ers in San Francisco and as a research librarian and 
archivist for Francis F. Coppola in Napa. While liv-
ing in Napa she volunteered with the Napa County 
Historical Society and Napa County Landmarks, 
for whom she assisted with collection development, 
processing, exhibits, and chain of title research. She 
is currently working for CSU Fullerton, Center for 
Oral and Public History, as a project archivist and 
co-writing a book on The Napa State Hospital for 
Arcadia Press. 

“My inspiration to run for OCHS Board was sparked 
by a colleague, Stephanie George, whose boundless 
enthusiasm for local history is infectious. Working 
with the Napa County Historical Society and Napa 
County Landmarks was also tremendously fulfilling, 
and as a result I am committed to stay involved with 
local history. I am especially interested in working 
with the collections and am eager to facilitate the 
digitization of the photo collection in order to make 
those accessible to OCHS members and the public.”

Betsy Vigus
I have been a member of OCHS for 28 years and 
have served various years on the board as curator 
and editor of the County Courier.  Since 1994, I have 
produced the Courier ready for printing.  While I 
am happy to serve on the board another year my 
main focus for the past 10 years has been to bring 
in knowledgeable, young, dynamic and industrious 
members to the leadership of this society. 
 
“I feel the Strategic Planning Committee has begun 
the process of revitalizing the society. I will continue 
to serve on this committee and the board giving 
the society my wholehearted support to innovative 
methods, activities and programs.”

Audra Eagle Yun
Audra Eagle Yun, MLIS, CA, is acting head of Special 
Collections and Archives and university archivist for 
the University of California, Irvine Libraries. She is an 
expert in archival description and digital records. Audra 
received her Master of Library and Information Science 
degree with a specialization in archival studies from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, and a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Literature and Cultural Theory as well as 
a certificate in Information Science & Information Stud-
ies from Duke University. She is a member of the Acad-
emy of Certified Archivists. 

“I am interested in serving on the board of the OCHS 
in order to contribute to the organization’s efforts to 
preserve and promote the history of Orange County. I be-
lieve my experience with archival management, website 
maintenance, writing and editing, and event program-
ming will be of value to the organization.”

Members of the Orange County Historical Society may 
nominate additional candidates as specified in the By-
laws of the Society: 
“To be nominated for election to the Board, a consenting 
member shall either be put on the slate by the Nominat-
ing Committee, or be nominated from the floor during 
the annual election meeting by a current member of the 
Society. Written consent of the proposed candidate is 
required if the candidate is not present.”

The results of the election will be announced at the an-
nual membership meeting of the Orange County Histori-
cal Society on June 21, 2013. 

 OCHS to See The Big Picture in Laguna Beach

You’re invited to this year’s Pageant of the Masters. 
Known for its tableaux vivants or living pictures, classic 
and contemporary artwork is recreated by a cast that is 
made to look nearly identical to the original pieces.  This 
year’s theme, The Big Picture: A Salute to Art that 
Inspired the Movies, should be great fun on a warm 
summer evening in the Laguna Bowl.  Seating in the 
Director’s Tier Side normally would cost $30.  Meet with 
friends, arrive early, visit the festival art show, and get 
ready for your close up!  
Sunday, July 14, 2013.    8:30 p.m.
Cost:  $25 OCHS members;    $28 non-members.  
Tickets will be available from OCHS until they’re sold out.
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