
CHRIS EPTING (Huntington 
Beach Chronicles) is the 

author of 25 books on subjects 
from pop culture to travel to 
baseball. He has contributed 
to such publications as the Los 
Angeles Times and Westways 
and writes a weekly column 
for the Huntington Beach 
Independent. In addition, Chris 
is a veteran music journalist and 
hosts and produces the weekly 
syndicated radio show, “music.” 

A native of New York, he now lives in Huntington Beach, 
which is also the subject of his latest book. Later this 
month, his next tome will be released: Rock ‘n’ Roll In 
Orange County: Music Madness & Memories.

CHARLES EPTING (The New Deal In Orange County) 
is currently studying history and geology at the 

University of Southern California. His first book was a 
brief history of University Park in Los Angeles, while his 
second focuses on the local efforts of “New Deal” agencies 
like the Works Progress Administration. 
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The Orange County Historical Society’s annual 
Authors Night event will be held Thursday, 

November 13th, 7:30p.m., at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
2400 N. Canal St., in the City of Orange. Topics this 
year include Huntington Beach, the Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center, a notable member of the Bixby family, 
the local impact of the New Deal, and more. After each 
author speaks briefly about their books, attendees will 
have an opportunity to purchase books, have them 
signed, and speak with the authors. 

This event is open to the public, free, and refreshments 
will be served. Authors appear at OCHS Authors Night 
2014 include…

MARCIA LEE HARRIS 
(Fanny Bixby Spencer: 

Long Beach’s Inspirational 
Firebrand) taught for over 
39 years and is currently 
teaching at Cypress Kids 
College, substituting teaching 
in Westminster, sharing Rancho 
history with visiting 4th graders 
at Rancho Los Cerritos, and 
doing special presentations. 
She does volunteer work in the 
community, conducts living 
history programs (sometimes as 

Fanny Bixby Spencer), raises guide dogs, is a professional 
magician, and has been described as a tireless “Energizer 
Bunny.” Although Harris’ book title cites Long Beach, 
Spencer also owned a good share of Costa Mesa and the 
Bixbys were deeply embedded in the warp and woof of 
Orange County’s history.
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November 13, 2014 at 7:30 pm

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St.

Orange, CA  92865

OCHS AUTHORS NIGHT 2014

Authors....cont. on pg 3



Q&A with Ken Leavens, OCHS Historian

 
Hello O.C. History, 

I read sometime ago that Ole Hanson had the 
first hospital in San Clemente constructed - I was 
wondering if anybody knows where it was located, or 
if the building housing it still exists?

Also, in what year did the current San Clemente (now 
part of Saddleback) hospital begin operations?

                                                         Thank you, 
				           
				           Phil

Hello Philip,

Ole Hanson’s San Clemente  Hospital was located, 
according to a 1930 directory, at 851 S. El Camino 
Real, San Clemente. 

The building no longer exists.

 In September of 1972, a new 2.5 million dollar 
hospital, originally named San Clemente General 
Hospital, opened at 654 Camino de los Mares. The 
hospital is now part of the Saddleback Memorial 
Health Care System.

Best regards,

Ken Leavens
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Above is a 1920s postcard image of San Clemente’s first hos-
pital, from the collection of OCHS member Tom Pulley.



ever had. We think you need another copy for your desk 
and perhaps a few for Christmas gifts, so we’re giving you 
(and Phil) another chance.

Charles is also a research 
associate for the Living New 
Deal program at the University of 
California, Berkeley. “Charlie,” 
(as we’ve known him for many 
years) has been coming to 
Authors Night with his dad, 
Chris, since at least 2005 – so 
we’re especially glad to have him 
join us with his own book this 
time.

ZOOT VELASCO 
(Muckenthaler Cultural 

Center) has been a professional 
break dancer, mime, actor and 
storyteller. He switched from 
artist to administrator to manage 
a prison arts program. In 2000, 
he managed cultural programs for 
the City of Los Angeles Cultural 
Affairs Dept. In 2007, he became 
the Executive Director of the 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center in 
Fullerton. “The Muck,” as it’s 

affectionately known, hosts concerts, festivals and exhibits, 
and conducts arts education programs for 12,000 students 
in north Orange County. He has authored two books: 
Images of America: Muckenthaler Cultural Center, and 
The First 100 Days: Leading Small Non-Profits Out of the 
Wilderness. 

PHIL BRIGANDI (Orange 
County Place Names, A to 

Z) is perhaps the best known 
living Orange County historian. 
He’s the author of more than 
twenty books and hundreds of 
historical articles on Orange 
County subjects, including many 
on his hometown of Orange. He 
served as the Orange County 
Archivist from 2003 to 2008 
and is currently processing 
Jim Sleeper’s papers for UCI’s 

Special Collections. Phil’s place names book is hardly new, 
but it’s one of the handiest references any local historian 
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Author’s Night....from pg 1

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

Know a high school senior or college student who’s                                  	
an Orange County history buff?  Encourage them to 

submit an entry in the OCHS annual Friis-Pioneer Press 
Award competition! 

The Award recognizes the original research and writing 
of students which contribute to the appreciation of the 
County’s history and heritage.  

The author of the winning article receives a $500 cash 
award, and the article will be published in Orange 
Countiana, the Society’s annual journal. 

Complete information about the Award may be found at 
awards@orangecountyhistory.org.  Entries for this year’s 
award are accepted between January 1 and February 28, 
2015.



Kathie Schey joins the OCHS Board

Kathie Schey joined the OCHS Board in May, serv-
ing as fundraising chair. A transplanted Canadian, she 
considers herself very fortunate to call Orange County 
“home”. One of her earliest memories is of her terrified 
mother shoving her behind a fence at Knott’s Berry Farm  
to shield her from the flying bullets she believed were 
fired by real cattle rustlers and masked banditos! All 
the while, her British grandmother clapped her hands in 
delight, declaring the entire display “jolly good indeed”!  
Kathie credits this fiasco with spawning her interest in 
the history and myth of California and her deep apprecia-
tion of the history of our county.

Kathie holds a B.S. in Business with an emphasis on 
non-profit finance, and an M.A. in History from Cal State 
Long Beach.  Focusing on the legal and social history 
of the American West, she has won numerous awards 
including two visiting research fellowships for her work 
and has spoken widely on her research.  Schey served 
on the Board of Directors of the Friends of Rancho Los 
Cerritos for a number of years.  She was also a member 
of that site’s Hispanic History Committee as well as the 
Curatorial Committee of which she was Chair. She was 
recently appointed to a third term on the Historic Re-
sources Board of the City of Huntington Beach and is a 
member of that city’s Design Review Board. 

EVERY MEMBER COUNTS!

Celebrating the 125th birthday of our county, we are so 
fortunate to belong to OCHS with our many activities 
and wonderful members! Sadly, however, our valuable 
collections, our publications and much else have been 
held in a rented storage locker since we were displaced 
from the office we occupied at the Howe-Waffle House 
for many years.

We continue to look for a new home. We aren’t sure yet 
what specific form that home will take, but it is very 
clear that we will need financial help to accomplish this 
goal.  It is also likely that this need will exceed the funds 
our members can contribute and we will have to seek 
additional support from corporate and philanthropic do-
nations and grants. These kinds of institutions consider 
member participation critical when deciding who they 
will support and to what extent.  The amount the mem-
bers have contributed takes a back seat to the percent-
age of members who have contributed. The higher the 
percentage of our members that have given something, 
the better our chance of being selected will be.

It is not the amount each of us gives, but the fact that 
each of us gives something, even if it’s only a few dol-
lars or the change in your pocket.  Please let us add your 
name to the list of those who are making a difference 
by increasing the percentage of members who have 
contributed.  Together, we can once again make our 
resources available to our community, researchers and 
even schoolchildren to study and celebrate the history of 
Orange County!

For more information, contact Kathie Schey at 
iamalmira@hotmail.com.
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UPCOMING OCHS EVENTS

November 1 - History Hike to Crystal Cove WWII 
Bunker

Rick Connella

Nov. 13 - Author’s Night

Dec. 11 - Show & Tell

Jan. 8 -  Modern Architecture in O.C.: 1960s -1980s
Daniel D. Paul
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TITLE PRICE QTY
A Gathering of Tribute to Don Meadows * (1982) soft cover $   1.00
Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter*    soft cover $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County *
From Wine to Disneyland by Eleanor Sullivan (1985)
Henry and Blanche Wagner by Edwin Carpenter

hard cover
soft cover
soft cover

$ 40.00
$  5.00
$  1.00

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadows *   soft cover $  4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez	 *      soft cover $  4.00
The Portolá Expedition 1789*     soft cover $  3.00
The  Orange Blossoms: 50 Years of Growth in Orange County *+T hard cover $ 40.00
Postcard History Series: Orange County*      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange County Centennial Historical Map $   4.00
Richard Nixon’s Southern Calif Illus. Map-Fold Out $   4.00

 Orange Countiana I * soft cover sold out
 Orange Countiana II *       soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana III *     soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana  IV *Architecture:                                                                      hard cover $ 40.00
Orange Countiana  V * Early Business:  soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VI *   (2010)      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VII *   (2011)     soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VIII *  (2012)     
Orange Countiana IX *   (2013) 

soft cover
soft cover 

$ 20.00
$20.00

Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1988* soft cover $ 10.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1989*
O.C. Almanac #3 by Jim Sleeper

soft cover
soft cover

$ 10.00
$  5.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries by Leo J. Friis soft cover $ 16.00
Orange County Bibliography hard cover $ 40.00
Orange County: A Centennial Celebration by Doris Walker
Terry E. Stephenson by Allen Goddard

TOTAL

$ 10.00
$  1.00

S & H.
TOTAL   
AMT.

*denotes publications by OCHS
Shipping and handling: $4.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item. 
Except items denoted by “+” are $5.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.

 
 NAME                                                                                                    PHONE
 ADDRESS
 CITY, STATE, ZIP   
 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  | MAIL TO: Helen Myers              (714) 774-2077   

                 417 S. Citron, 
		   Anaheim, CA  92805

  Publications For Sale



NON PROFIT ORG 
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
FULLERTON CA
PERMIT NO 818

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M          November 2014

NAME/S  _________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________

CITY ___________________________STATE, ZIP ________________

PHONE________________________

E MAIL  ________________________________________________ 

                                   -Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.      
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Studentsw with ID   		  $20.00

Seniors (65+)			   $20.00

Individuals			   $30.00
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Sponsors			   $60.00
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