
OCHS also welcomes advertisements and annoucements 

for history events, talks, hikes and anything else related 
to OC history. These would also be included in our email 
newsletter!

Please send your submissions to the Editor, Patricia Presti-
nary via email at: newsletter@orangecountyhistory.org.

December 2014 Volume 44  No 10                                   President: Chris Jepsen                                           Editor: Patricia Prestinary  ber    

It’s time to search your attic, closets and garage for an 
artifact, photograph or object that helps tell us some-

thing about Orange County’s past. The Orange County 
Historical Society’s popular annual “Show & Tell” 
program will be held December 11, 7:30 p.m., at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in Orange.

What about great-grandpa’s branding iron, or a piece of 
flatware with the name of an early local hotel stamped on 
the back? 

Perhaps you have a roof tile from a long-gone adobe, 
or a radio from Leo Fender’s shop, or a prop from an 
early Disneyland attraction. Maybe you have a cup from 
Daniger’s Tearoom, a witch trophy from the 1935 Ana-
heim Halloween Parade, or a menu from a late lamented 
Orange County restaurant. 

Or maybe you just have an outstanding photo of early Or-
ange County that few have seen before. Whatever vintage 
Orange County curio you may have tucked away, now’s 
your chance to trot it out, show it off, and tell us some-
thing about it. 

There will be a sign-up sheet when you arrive at the meet-
ing. People will be called up in order of their position on 
the list. If we run out of time, we’ll save the list for an-
other meeting, so you’ll still get your chance to share your 
“piece of history” and a bit of the story behind it.

We can’t wait to see what you bring!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Do you have any personal histories, announcments, or 
other stories relating to Orange County history? If so, 
please share them with us! 

We would print your stories in our monthly Courier, along 
with any photographs you might also have stashed away 
in your closets. 

COUNTY COURIER
Official Publication of the Orange County Historical Society

   www.orangecountyhistory.org 

Join Us !

SHOW AND TELL 2014

December 11, 2014 at 7:30 pm
Trinity Episcopal Church

2400 N. Canal St.
Orange, CA  92865

At last year’s OCHS Show & Tell Night Leo M. Castro shared a 
number of items used during the citrus growing years in Pla-
centia, such as a thermometer, crate labels from Bradford Bros. 
packing house, a shovel for removing small grove trees. Behind 
him is a sign from the last strawberry field in Garden Grove.

SHOW AND TELL 2014



Q&A with Ken Leavens, OCHS Historian

Hi Historian:
 
There are articles that say the Galivan Overhead was con-
structed in 1927.

However, when looking at www.avaitionaerials.com  re-
cently, I noticed that they had posted the 1938 pictures of 
South Orange County. I was surprised to see that the Gali-
van Overhead was shown under construction in 1938. The 
1946 view shows it complete.

Do you know the start date and completion date of the 
Galivan Overhead?
 
Hal

Hello Hal,
 
In January of 1928, Sacramento allocated  $470,000 to 
improve Highway 101 from  the Santa Fe whistle stop at 
Galivan  to Anaheim. (This was from a larger seven million 
dollar allotment for Southern California highways). Forty 
five thousand dollars of this amount was approved for the 
Santa Fe Galivan Overhead. According to the Automobile 
Club of Southern California, the construction work at Gali-
van was completed in June of 1931.
 
An article in the February 14, 1940 edition of the LA 
Times, mentions the “newly completed Galivan Bridge and 
the Santa Fe Railroad tracks”. Evidently, there was major 
reconstruction during this time period due to slope instabil-
ity
 
The construction of the San Diego Freeway in 1959 spelled 
the end of the Galivan Overhead  which was removed 
shortly thereafter.
 
Best regards,
Ken Leavens
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Above is a photograph of the Galivan Overhead taken circa 
1950. Courtesy of RBF Consulting. 



story of the Santa Ana Fire Dept, Paul Spitzzeri shared 
the history of Carbon Canyon, John Olson was the first 
in our 95-year history to shed light on Cypress’ past, 
Phil Brigandi discussed Don Meadows’ archaeological 
work on the Bernardo Yorba adobe, and a variety of 
authors shared their new local history books at Au-
thors Night.

At our September season kick-off meeting at Sher-
man Gardens, we learned about history museums from 
Clark County Museums Director and “Pawn Stars” 
regular Mark Hall-Patton. 

And because 
of a scheduling 
snafu, I ended 
up speaking 
twice: First 
about new col-
lections at the 
Orange County 
Archives, and 
later about the 
Saddleback Inn. 
I was particu-
larly pleased to 
have so many 
people who 
were part of 
the Inn’s story 
sitting in the 
audience. 

A number of 
people left the board this year, including our friends 
Betsy Vigus, Daralee Ota and Ken Leavens. It’s been 
a joy working with them, and their contributions to 
OCHS have been enormous. We hope we’ll continue 
to see all of them at our general meetings and events 
as their busy schedules allow.

We’ve also seen some new faces join the board in 
2014, including Kathie Schey, Kevin Cabrera, Manny 
Escamilla, Guy Ball and Evan Haynes. They’re al-
ready impressing everyone with their knowledge and 

abilities. Indeed, we have an excellent board, an active 

Thank you for another great year of the Orange 
County Historical Society! Our goal is to collect, 

preserve and share the history of Orange County, and 
we seem to be outdoing ourselves. 

In 2014 we completed much of the work on our first 
batch of oral histories since merging with the Pioneer 
Council. We also published another great set of histor-
ical articles which, as a member, you’ll receive soon in 
the form of Orange Countiana, Vol. 10

We went on a fascinating trip to the ghost town of 
Calico, and hosted History Hikes to the Blue Light 
Mine in Silvera-
do Canyon and to 
the WWII bun-
kers at Crystal 
Cove.

Our 2014 annual 
dinner morphed 
into a 125th 
Birthday Party 
for the County 
of Orange. And 
while several 
other “OC125” 
events took place 
later in the year, 
ours was argu-
ably the best and 
most certainly 
the largest. 

This year we also enhanced our membership outreach 
efforts, took part in the amazing Los Angeles Archives 
Bazaar, presented the Friis-Pioneer Press Award to 
student Andrew Liou, sold the enormous Haven Seed 
Co. Collection to CSUF’s Special Collections for a 
princely sum, and began fundraising efforts that will, 
we hope, allow OCHS to once again have an office 
and functional historical library.

My thanks to all the wonderful speakers who have 
shared their time and knowledge with us at our meet-
ings this year.  Roberta Reed told us the 
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Message....cont on pg 4

A Look Back at 2014: President’s Message by Chris Jepsen

Orange County Historical Society trip to the ghost town of Calico, March 22, 2014. A sheriff directs 
visitors as he passes by. Courtesy of OCHS



membership, and all the makings for a great 2015!

I’m also happy to report that the general membership 
has become more involved in the day-to-
day operations of OCHS over the past few years. 

As a member, you can become as involved as you like 
in any committee or aspect of the society that interests 
you.

If you’d like to be more involved, if you have a ques-
tion, or if you’d just like to share your thoughts about 
OCHS, please email me at cjepsen@socal.rr.com or 
bend my ear at the end of a meeting. As much as I love 
local history, it’s the time spent with you – my fellow 
society members – that really makes OCHS such an 
important part of my life. I suspect some of you feel 
the same way.

Thanks again, and Happy Holidays.

Chris Jepsen
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UPCOMING OCHS EVENTS

Dec. 11 

Show & Tell

Jan. 8  

Modern Architecture in O.C.: 1960s -1980s

Daniel D. Paul

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

Know a high school senior or college student 
who’s an Orange County history buff?  

Encourage them to submit an entry in the OCHS 
annual Friis-Pioneer Press Award competition! 

The Award recognizes the original research 
and writing of students which contribute to the 
appreciation of the County’s history and heritage.  

The author of the winning article receives a $500 
cash award, and the article will be published in 
Orange Countiana, the Society’s annual journal. 

Complete information about the Award may 
be found at awards@orangecountyhistory.org.  
Entries for this year’s award are accepted between 
January 1 and February 28, 2015.

Message....cont from pg 3

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Phil Brigandi, editor of Orange Countiana, is 
seeking articles (up to 5,000 words) about any 
aspect of the County’s history, cities or commu-
nities, or people. 

Articles should be written for a general audience. 
Footnotes and bibliographies are welcome, but 
not required. Illustrated articles are always pre-
ferred.

To submit for consideration or for more informa-
tion contact Mr. Brigandi at ockid@netzero.com 

or (714) 731-2988.
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TITLE PRICE QTY
A Gathering of Tribute to Don Meadows * (1982) soft cover $   1.00
Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter*    soft cover $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County *
From Wine to Disneyland by Eleanor Sullivan (1985)
Henry and Blanche Wagner by Edwin Carpenter

hard cover
soft cover
soft cover

$ 40.00
$  5.00
$  1.00

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadows *   soft cover $  4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez	 *      soft cover $  4.00
The Portolá Expedition 1789*     soft cover $  3.00
The  Orange Blossoms: 50 Years of Growth in Orange County *+T hard cover $ 40.00
Postcard History Series: Orange County*      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange County Centennial Historical Map $   4.00
Richard Nixon’s Southern Calif Illus. Map-Fold Out $   4.00

 Orange Countiana I * soft cover sold out
 Orange Countiana II *       soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana III *     soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana  IV *Architecture:                                                                      hard cover $ 40.00
Orange Countiana  V * Early Business:  soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VI *   (2010)      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VII *   (2011)     soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VIII *  (2012)     
Orange Countiana IX *   (2013) 

soft cover
soft cover 

$ 20.00
$20.00

Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1988* soft cover $ 10.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1989*
O.C. Almanac #3 by Jim Sleeper

soft cover
soft cover

$ 10.00
$  5.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries by Leo J. Friis soft cover $ 16.00
Orange County Bibliography hard cover $ 40.00
Orange County: A Centennial Celebration by Doris Walker
Terry E. Stephenson by Allen Goddard

TOTAL

$ 10.00
$  1.00

S & H.
TOTAL   
AMT.

*denotes publications by OCHS
Shipping and handling: $4.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item. 
Except items denoted by “+” are $5.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.

 
 NAME                                                                                                    PHONE
 ADDRESS
 CITY, STATE, ZIP   

 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS  | MAIL TO: Helen Myers              	 (714) 774-2077   
                 417 S. Citron 

		   Anaheim, CA  92805

OCHS Books Make Great  Gifts!
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