
excitement. But it turns out this era of architecture is 
as interesting as any other, and I learned to see these 
familiar surroundings with new eyes – which is one of 
my favorite aspects of discovering local history. I was 
also surprised to learn how much our local architects 
impacted national trends.”
In 2004 Orange County native Daniel Paul earned a 

Master’s Degree in 
Art History from 
California State Uni-
versity, Northridge. 
His Master’s Thesis 
was an early attempt 
to properly contex-
tualize Late-Modern 
glass skin architec-
ture: a ubiquitous 
1970s era corporate 
design system that he 
continues to research. 
Presently Daniel is a 
senior architectural 
historian with the 
global consulting   		

	 	 firm of ICF International. 
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Architectural historian Daniel Paul will discuss 
Orange County’s Late Modern architecture at 

the Jan. 8th, 2015 meeting of the Orange County 
Historical Society, starting at 7:30 p.m. at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in Orange. This 
program is open to the public at no charge.

Los Angeles was largely 
built out by 1965, but 
Orange County cer-
tainly was not. This fact, 
combined with a fair 
amount of county-wide 
wealth in the 1970s and 
1980s, led to a local 
building boom. Many 
of the more visible and 
most innovative com-
mercial buildings of this 
recent-past era are Late-
Modern in design, often 
clad in smooth grids of 
all-over reflecting glass. 
Daniel Paul will explain 
the early context of the 
Late-Modern glass skin design system, and pres-
ent examples of Orange County’s distinctive Late-
Modern architecture. The majority of the buildings to 
be presented date between 1970 and 1985. No longer 
new, yet not commonly perceived as “historic,” such 
buildings are perceived as out of vogue. The build-
ings are therefore particularly vulnerable to insensi-
tive alterations, or even early demolition. 

“Some years ago, Daniel took me on a tour of the 
Late Modern architecture around Irvine and Newport 
Beach,” said OCHS President Chris Jepsen. “Based 
on the subject matter, I didn’t start the trek with much 
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Join Us !
Modern Architecture in O.C.: 

1960s -1980s

Presenter: Daniel D. Paul

December 11, 2014 at 7:30 pm
Trinity Episcopal Church

2400 N. Canal St.
Orange, CA  92865

O.C.’s Late Modern Architecture: 1970 - 1985

Village Investments, Irvine. Courtesy of Chris Jepsen

Modern....cont on pg 3



Q&A with Ken Leavens, OCHS Historian

Good afternoon, O.C. History,

I have seen some photographs of a Chrysler Corp. 
training facility which had been located in the city 
of Anaheim (1111 N. Brookhurst, I believe). It was 
opened to great fanfare about 1958-59, but was closed 
down only a few years afterward, circa 1965-66.

I was wondering if anybody knows if it was some kind 
of gross miscalculation on the part of Chrysler?

Thank you, Cindi  
 

Hello Cindi,
 
Chrysler’s West Coast sales and service training center 
opened in November of 1958.The building was de-
signed by the eminent architect William Pereira. It was 
a 65,000 square foot facility located at Brookhurst and 
La Palma Avenues. It had an auditorium that seated 
375 and a 72 foot long stage with a revolving table 
large enough to hold three cars. Chrysler had other 
training  centers in Detroit, New York, Atlanta, Chi-
cago and Philadelphia. However, in June of 1964, a 
year when Chrysler was doing  very well financially, 
the company decided that service training would be 
taken directly to the automobile dealers. Chrysler also 
closed the training centers in Georgia, New York and 
Illinois. Evidently, they did not work out as the com-
pany expected.
 
Best regards,
Ken Leavens
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Chrysler Training Facility, circa 1960. Photo courtesy Ana-
heim Public Library Heritage Center



Among his projects, Daniel has landmarked a variety 
of historic properties in Los Angeles including the 
Capitol Records building and the entirety of Griffith 
Park. Daniel is the former Acting Director of the folk 
art environment “Grandma Prisbrey’s Bottle Village”, 
is the former Vice-Chairperson of the Los Angeles 
Conservancy Modern Committee, and is presently 
a board member of Docomomo SoCal: the regional 
chapter of a globally active post-war architecture 
preservation entity. Over the last 15 years, Daniel has 
given numerous presentations focused upon recent 
past architecture. His writings on the topic can be 
found in Los Angeles Forum for Architecture and 
Urban Design, and The Architect’s Newspaper.  

SPOTLIGHT ON COSTA MESA

This article was excerpted from A Hundred Years of 
Yesterdays “Costa Mesa” by Edrick J. Miller.

The history of Costa Mesa is actually the story of 
three past communities which once thrived within 

Costa Mesa’s present-day boundaries: Fairview, an 
old boom town; Paularino, the Boston farm colony; 
and the village of Harper. Sometime after 1800, the 
Spanish built three little adobes along the bluffs. They 
were probably way-stations for grazing activity. The 
Polloreno or Banning Adobe and the Rice Adobe were 
torn down years ago. The Gabe Allen Adobe, (Estan-
cia) still stands, restored by the city in 1966. 

Costa Mesa is situated on a portion of an old Span-
ish land grant, the Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana. In 
1868, this rancho was partitioned into seventy-three 
parcels. By 1886, the stage was set for future growth 
by the great land boom. Many of the large parcels 
which had been awarded in the 1868 partition were 
further divided. On what is now the northern section 
of Costa Mesa, two of the three early communities 
emerged - Fairview and Paularino.

Between the fall of 1887 and the summer of 1888, 
Fairview centered around the present-day intersection 
of Adams Avenue and Harbor Boulevard. It had its 
own post office, school, newspaper, church, hotel, and 
a narrow-gauge railroad which linked it with Santa
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Modern....cont from pg 1

Ana. Once the boom burst, the business section col-
lapsed. But the hotel, school, and a few homes lin-
gered on. 

As for Paularino, its first settlers arrived in the spring 
of 1886 from Boston, Massachusetts. Paularino was 
named in honor of Eduardo Polloreno (or Poyoreno) 
who came into possession of the land during the 1868 
partition of the Rancho Santiago de Santa Ana. The 
settlement contained approximately 800 acres. It was 
bounded by the present Fairview Road on the west, 
the Costa Mesa Freeway on the east, the San Diego 
Freeway on the north, and by a line about one-half 
mile south of Baker Street. Paularino just blended into 
its surroundings over the years.

The third community, Harper, which became the heart 
of early-day Costa Mesa, was named for Gregory 
Harper Jr., a grain farmer who arrived shortly after the 
big Fairview boom had burst. He farmed a section of 
land located on the west side of Harbor Boulevard and 
south of Nineteenth Street. The Santa Ana and New-
port Railway constructed another siding on the west 
side of Newport Boulevard just opposite Eighteenth 
Street.

The depot and junction remained quiet until the sum-
mer of 1906. Then, the LaHabra Land and Water  
Company  purchased 1,700 acres adjacent to the Harp-
er siding for development near the intersection of Har-
bor and Newport boulevards. This new tract, known 
as Newport Heights, was quickly subdivided and put 
on the market at $300 an acre. Harper’s first school 
opened in the fall of 1908. Its first commercial build-
ing, the Ozment General store on the northeast corner 
of Eighteenth and Newport Boulevard, followed near 
the end of the year. The post office was located in one 
corner of that store. Owner Walter Ozment also served 
as Harper’s first postmaster. 

Harper was renamed Costa Mesa in 1920 because the 
town fathers wanted a more glamorous name for the 
growing area. A contest decided on Alice Plumer’s 
entry of “Costa Mesa”. The growing business section 
included a new bank, a drug store, a market, a gram-
mar school, a hardware store, and a garage.



ALL THINGS CURATORIAL

Two of our new board members, Kevin Cabrera 
and Manny Escamilla, have joined Patricia 

Prestinary and Betsy Vigus on the Curatorial 
Committee. They met for the first time at the San-
ta Ana Public Library’s History Room to discuss 
current policies and to continue fine tuning our 
collection development and acquisitions policy. 

In order to to determine the collection’s focus, 
they will connect with other local history rooms, 
special collections, and historical societies. They 
will also review our current forms and procedures 
for taking in new materials. And lastly, they will 
assess additional ways of making our photograph-
ic collection available to the public and increasing 
our revenue stream.
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COMING IN 2015

Jan. 8  -  Modern Architecture in O.C.: 
1960s -1980s - Daniel D. Paul

Feb. 12  -  Growth of the African American 
Community in Santa Ana – Kevin Cabrera

Mar. 12  – The Original Villages of Irvine, 1960-
1980 – Ellen Bell

Apr. 9  –  The Vietnamese in Orange County

May 14 - Historical Preservation

Spring History Hike at Bolsa Chica (Date TBA)

June 12 - Annual Dinner (at Heritage Museum of 
O.C.)

Sept. 10 - Season Kick-Off Meeting at Sherman 
Gardens

Oct. 8, 2015 – Knott’s Halloween Haunt - Ted 
Dougherty & Eric Lynxwiler 

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

Know a high school senior or college student 
who’s an Orange County history buff?  

Encourage them to submit an entry in the OCHS 
annual Friis-Pioneer Press Award competition! 

The Award recognizes the original research 
and writing of students which contribute to the 
appreciation of the County’s history and heritage.  

The author of the winning article receives a $500 
cash award, and the article will be published in 
Orange Countiana, the Society’s annual journal. 

Complete information about the Award may 
be found at awards@orangecountyhistory.org.  
Entries for this year’s award are accepted between 
January 1 and February 28, 2015.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Phil Brigandi, editor of Orange Countiana, is 
seeking articles (up to 5,000 words) about 

any aspect of the County’s history, cities or com-
munities, or people. 

Articles should be written for a general audience. 
Footnotes and bibliographies are welcome, but 
not required. Illustrated articles are always pre-
ferred.

To submit for consideration or for more informa-
tion contact Mr. Brigandi at ockid@netzero.com 

or (714) 731-2988.
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TITLE PRICE QTY
A Gathering of Tribute to Don Meadows * (1982) soft cover $   1.00
Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter*    soft cover $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County *
From Wine to Disneyland by Eleanor Sullivan (1985)
Henry and Blanche Wagner by Edwin Carpenter

hard cover
soft cover
soft cover

$ 40.00
$  5.00
$  1.00

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadows *   soft cover $  4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez	 *      soft cover $  4.00
The Portolá Expedition 1789*     soft cover $  3.00
The  Orange Blossoms: 50 Years of Growth in Orange County *+T hard cover $ 40.00
Postcard History Series: Orange County*      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange County Centennial Historical Map $   4.00
Richard Nixon’s Southern Calif Illus. Map-Fold Out $   4.00

 Orange Countiana I * soft cover sold out
 Orange Countiana II *       soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana III *     soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana  IV *Architecture:                                                                      hard cover $ 40.00
Orange Countiana  V * Early Business:  soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VI *   (2010)      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VII *   (2011)     soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VIII *  (2012)     
Orange Countiana IX *   (2013) 

soft cover
soft cover 

$ 20.00
$20.00

Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1988* soft cover $ 10.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1989*
O.C. Almanac #3 by Jim Sleeper

soft cover
soft cover

$ 10.00
$  5.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries by Leo J. Friis soft cover $ 16.00
Orange County Bibliography hard cover $ 40.00
Orange County: A Centennial Celebration by Doris Walker
Terry E. Stephenson by Allen Goddard

TOTAL

$ 10.00
$  1.00

S & H.
TOTAL   
AMT.

*denotes publications by OCHS
Shipping and handling: $4.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item. 
Except items denoted by “+” are $5.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.
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