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The Growth of the African American Community in Santa Ana

istorian Kevin Cabrera will discuss “The

Growth of the African American Community in
Santa Ana” at the next meeting of the Orange County
Historical Society, to be held on Lincoln’s Birthday,
Feb. 12th, 2015, 7:00 p.m. (program begins at 7:30
p.m.) at Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St.,
in Orange. This program is open to the public at no
charge.

Cabrera writes, “The African
American community in San-
ta Ana can be traced back to
the 1900s. The 1920s brought A
upon a steady growth within 8
the community. However, )
between 1950 and 1970 there §
was an exponential growth of |
blacks into Santa Ana, which |
ultimately comprised of two- N
thirds of Orange County’s J
African American

population.”

What were the factors that

led to the enormous increase in population? Why did
the bulk of the community migrate and reside spe-
cifically in Santa Ana? And how did the surrounding
residents react to the influx of African Americans?

To answer these questions, Cabrera primarily utilizes
personal narrative accounts of African American

oral histories. Combining oral history accounts with
census data, Orange County Progress Reports, and
independent studies he asserts that Orange County’s
transforming rural landscape, economic opportuni-
ties, militarization, and race discrimination were
factors that led to a highly concentrated African

The 6th Annual Miss Poultry contest, circa 1980, which was a
fundraiser for student scholarships. Photo courtesy of H.Tyler.

American Santa Ana community.

Kevin Cabrera is the Director of Collections/Curator
for the Heritage Museum of Orange County and Ar-
chivist Assistant at the Santa Ana Public Library. He
received his BA in History from Cal State Fullerton

in 2011 and is currently on track to graduate with his
MA in History from CSU Fullerton in May 2015 as
an Elevar Scholar. Ad-
ditionally, he is a first

¥¢ year graduate student in
the Masters in Library
and Information Sciences
program at San Jose State
University with an em-

™ phasis on Archival Man-
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Kevin’s area of interest is
in local and community

‘. 84 history. Past research

includes linking a ten-
ant strike that occurred in

Santa Ana in the 1980s to
Immigration policies and the women activists that
Growth....cont on pg 2
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Growth of the African American
Community in Santa Ana
~Kevin Cabrera—

February 12, 2015 at 7:00 pm

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St. Orange, CA 92865
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TOUR! SAVE THE DATE

On April 25, we will take a field trip to Rancho
Los Cerritos in Long Beach!

First settled by the Tongva peoples, the land be-
came part of the extensive Nieto grant in 1784. By
1844, John Temple had acquired the Cerritos por-
tion as headquarters for his vast cattle operations
and in that year built a gracious two-story adobe
home there.

In 1866, the Flint-Bixby family purchased the
property for their sheep ranching business.

Please plan to join us on our visit to the beautiful-
ly restored adobe home and its historic gardens.
We will explore the story of rancho life, the early
development of the southland and the site’s many
connections to the history of Orange County!
More details coming soon!

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

Know a high school senior or college student
who’s an Orange County history buftf?
Encourage them to submit an entry in the OCHS
annual Friis-Pioneer Press Award competition!

The Award recognizes the original research
and writing of students which contribute to the
appreciation of the County’s history and heritage.

The author of the winning article receives a $500
cash award, and the article will be published in
Orange Countiana, the Society’s annual journal.

Complete information about the Award may be
found at awards@orangecountyhistory.org. Entries
for this year’s award are accepted between January
1 and February 28, 2015.
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assisted in representing undocumented tenants. His
research on Santa Ana’s African American community
is directed towards fulfilling his graduate requirements
at Cal State Fullerton. His research begins with the
1920s and concludes in the 1980s focusing on post-
war boom and the discriminatory issues that African
Americans faced.
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ROAD TRIPS: THE ORTEGA HIGHWAY
by Phil Brigandi

The following is part one of a three-part article cover-
ing Ortega Highway, Imperial Highway, and the Old
State Highway. Part two of this road trip on the Impe-
rial Highway will be in our March issue.

Orange County has several historic highways that
make for interesting drives, especially on weekends
when traffic is light. Along the way are all sorts of
reminders of the past, including historic buildings,
businesses, and in places, even the pavement.

The Ortega Highway (State Route 74) across the
Santa Ana Mountains is most scenic. First proposed
as early as 1903, local boosters in San Juan Capist-
rano and Lake Elsinore
spent decades pushing to
get the road built. Orange
County improved the old :
stage road as far as San Juan .
Hot Springs in 1913, but §
there progress ended until
the 1920s. Orange County
officials supported the idea,
but it proved difficult to get
their counterparts in River-
side County to see the value
of the project. Wasn’t it

just a road out of Riverside
County, they asked? Roads
go both ways, the Elsinore
Chamber of Commerce
reminded them. But it was not until Orange County
offered to hand over any state funding they received
to Riverside County that their Board of Supervisors
finally agreed to the project.

In 1929, the two counties formed a joint highway
improvement district, and in May San Juan Capistrano
hosted a big barbecue to mark the start of construc-
tion. Father St. John O’Sullivan of Mission San Juan
Capistrano proposed that the new road be named the
Ortega Highway, in honor of José Francisco Ortega,
who had served as the lead scout for the Portola Expe-
dition 160 years before (the fact that Orange County
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Local officials standing on horses, Ortega Highway site, circa 1929. Photo
courtesy of Orange County Archives

Supervisor George Jeffrey’s wife was a descendant of
Ortega probably didn’t hurt).

Seventeen miles of new road were needed (six in
Orange County and eleven in Riverside). There would
be some sharp turns and steep grades in places, but
the road would save a good 65 miles between Elsinore
and Capistrano. A key link was the high-arched bridge
at the narrows in San Juan Canyon, just above San
Juan Hot Springs.

By mid-1932 the road was open to limited traffic. “To
drive over the scenic highway at that time was quite
an adventure,” Elsinore newspaper editor Tom Hudson
later recalled, “with many short detours where graders
were still at work, and with an abundance of dust, as
no provision had been made for paving the road.”

gy  The official dedication
ceremonies were held in
g August 1933 overlooking
v Lake Elsinore, but it was
% not until February 1934
that the road was oiled

g the entire way across the
¥ mountain.

Today’s wider, paved

| road is much safer, but

B drivers still need to be

L' cautious on its twists and
turns.

Motorlog

Set your odometer at Antonio Parkway/La Pata Ave.,
east of San Juan Capistrano, and start up San Juan
Canyon, passing through some of the upper reaches
of the Rancho Mission Viejo. At 4.8 miles, you pass
the entrance to Caspers Wilderness Park. The visi-
tor’s center there has displays on the natural history
of the area. The old San Juan Hot Springs is at mile
9.4, marked by the retaining wall for the swimming
pool and a stand of eucalyptus trees. The area is only
accessible through guided tours. Contact the park for
details.

Just beyond the hot springs is the junction of Hot
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Springs Canyon Road, which leads to the old
Morris homestead, site of the Talega Post
Office that served the hot springs area in the
1890s. Today it is a United Methodist church
camp known as Lazy W. The Cleveland Na-
tional Forest’s San Juan Fire Station is on the
corner, just a few hundred yards west of the =~ 8
forest boundary. The national forest was estab- 2
lished in 1893, and named in honor of former
President Grover Cleveland after his death in
1908.

At mile 10.3 you cross the historic San Juan
Creek bridge. At 13.6 you cross the county
line into Riverside County. Upper San Juan
Campground (mile 15.3) is nestled in the big loop at
the top of the canyon. The area was once an Indian
campsite.

Once in Riverside County, you’ll pass through the
little community of Ortega Oaks (mile 16.3). The For-
est Service maintains a parking area for the various
trailheads that converge here (Adventure Pass required
for parking), and the candy store across the highway
has been a welcome stop for hikers for decades.

Three miles further on you reach El Cariso Village.
Long Canyon Road turns left here toward Falcon and
Blue Jay campgrounds and the Orange County youth
conservation camp at Los Pinos. At mile 19.8 you
reach El Cariso Fire Station, home of the famed “hot
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UPCOMING EVENTS

February 12 - Growth of the African American
Community in Santa Ana - Kevin Cabrera

March 12 - The Original Villages of Irvine, 1960-1980
— Ellen Bell

April 9 — The Vietnamese in Orange County
April 25 - Spring History Hike at Bolsa Chica

May 14 - WPA/PWA Architecture and Art in Orange
County - Charles Epting

June 12 - Annual Dinner, Heritage Museum of Orange
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Ortega Highway bridge in 1932. Courtesy of Santa Ana Public Library.
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shots” fire crew. There is a picnic area and a nature

trail here. Main Divide Road crosses the highway
here. When the gates are open, drivers with high clear-
ance (and preferably four-wheel-drive) vehicles can
turn left and drive all the way to the top of Old Saddle-
back.

Both El Cariso and Los Pinos are named after portions
of a tiny Mexican land grant given to Juan Forster in
1845. These three small potreros (pasture lands) were
known as El Cariso (properly, Carrizo), Los Pinos, and
La Cienega.

The three little meadows eventually became part of
the O’Neill Ranch. Only Los Pinos is in what is now
Orange County.

Coming over the crest at 2,665 feet, you pass the
overlook at Jameson Point (mile 20.8), named for T.C.
Jameson, the Riverside County Supervisor who repre-
sented his county on the joint highway district board.

The highway then drops steeply down the mountain
around many hairpin turns before reaching Grand
Avenue on the western shore of Lake Elsinore. From
here you can head back around the mountain via
Temescal Canyon to Corona (try old Temescal Can-
yon Road instead of Interstate 15), or better yet, take
a break, maybe get a snack, then turn around drive
back on the Ortega to enjoy the sights from a different
angle.
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| TITLE PRICE  |QTY

A Gathering of Tribute to Don Meadows * (1982) soft cover $ 1.00
Canada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter*® soft cover $10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County * hard cover | $ 40.00
From Wine to Disneyland by Eleanor Sullivan (1985) soft cover $ 5.00
Henry and Blanche Wagner by Edwin Carpenter soft cover $ 1.00
House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadows * soft cover $ 4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez * soft cover $ 4.00
The Portola Expedition 1789* soft cover $ 3.00
The Orange Blossoms: 50 Years of Growth in Orange County *+ hard cover | $40.00
Postcard History Series: Orange County* soft cover $ 20.00
Orange County Centennial Historical Map $ 4.00
Richard Nixon’s Southern Calif lllus. Map-Fold Out $ 4.00
Orange Countiana | * soft cover | sold out
Orange Countiana Il * soft cover $12.00
Orange Countiana Il * soft cover $12.00
Orange Countiana IV *Architecture: hard cover | $40.00
Orange Countiana V * Early Business: soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana VI * (2010) soft cover $20.00
Orange Countiana VII * (2011) soft cover $20.00
Orange Countiana VIII * (2012) soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana IX * (2013) soft cover $20.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1988* soft cover $10.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1989* soft cover $10.00
0O.C. Aimanac #3 by Jim Sleeper soft cover $ 5.00
Orange County Through Four Centuries by Leo J. Friis soft cover $16.00
Orange County Bibliography hard cover | $40.00
Orange County: A Centennial Celebration by Doris Walker $ 10.00
Terry E. Stephenson by Allen Goddard $ 1.00

TOTAL

S &H.

TOTAL

AMT.
*denotes publications by OCHS
Shipping and handling: $4.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.
Except items denoted by “+” are $5.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS | MAIL TO: Helen Myers
417 S. Citron
Anaheim, CA 92805

(714) 774-2077
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM February 2015
Students ® with ID $20.00
NAME/S
Seniors (65+) $20.00
Individuals $30.00
ADDRESS
Family (at same address) $45.00
Institutions ® $50.00 CITy STATE, ZIP
Sponsors $60.00 PHONE
Patrons $100.00 E MAIL
Corporate/Companies ¢ $200.00 |:|- Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.
Life Memb 300.00
te viember $ Oral History Project $
If you join after the 20th day of the month AMT ENCLOSED $
your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks
Please make check payable to OCHS
1011 No. Cypress,
La Habra 90631




