
Charles Epting is a recent graduate of the University 
of Southern California, with a history degree spe-
cializing in the early 20th century United States. He 
is the author of four books as well as various news-
paper and magazine articles. He is a research associ-
ate for U.C. Berkeley’s Living New Deal program 
and an American Philatelic Society fellow.

His second book, The 
New Deal In Orange 
County, was pub-
lished in 2014 and 
focuses on the federal 
government’s aid to 
the county during the 
Great Depression. 
By chronicling every 
school and park, post 
office and govern-
ment building, Ept-
ing shines a light on 

an important period in 
Orange County’s history while at the same time 
explaining the effects of President Roosevelt’s New 
Deal on both a local and national scale.

May 2015 Volume 46  No 5                                 President: Chris Jepsen                                           Editor: Patricia Prestinary  ber    

Charles Epting will discuss “WPA/PWA Archi-
tecture and Art in Orange County ” at the next 

meeting of the Orange County Historical Society, 
May 14, 2015, 7:30 p.m., at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in Orange. 

During the Great Depression, Southern California’s 
economic woes were compounded by local natural 
disasters. The 1933 
Long Beach earth-
quake claimed 115 
lives. The1938 Santa 
Ana River flood 
claimed more than 
50 more and also 
washed out roads and 
buildings and caused 
enormous damage 
to the important 
citrus industry. And 
in 1939 our coast 
was ravaged by a 
chubasco (violent 
tropical storm).

Throughout this era, disaster relief and federal 
“make-work” programs helped transform the local 
landscape. Orange County’s 130,000 people re-
ceived a greater density of federal public aid than 
Los Angeles County’s 2.2 million and San Diego 
County’s 210,000. Join Charles Epting on this tour 
of the buildings, bridges, harbors, trails, libraries, 
highways and other infrastructure gains—many 
still in use—that were revitalized by the Works 
Progress Administration, Public Works Admin-
istraion, Civilian Conservation Corps and other 
agencies of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
New Deal. 
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Join Us !

The New Deal in Orange County

~~ Charles Epting ~~
May 14, 2015 at 7:30 pm

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St. Orange, CA  92865

Huntington Beach Pavilion, built in 1938. Photo courtesy OC Archives
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ORANGE COUNTIANA 2015
 
We are still seeking articles for this year’s 
issue of Orange Countiana on most any aspect 
of local history.  Articles should be no more than 
5,000 words; footnotes are welcome, but not re-
quired, and illustrations are always a plus. 

This year’s deadline is mid-June. For more infor-
mation, contact editor Phil Brigandi at ockid@
netzero.com.

BOARD NOMINATIONS

OCHS’s nominating committee welcomes 
nominations for the Board of Directors 
elections.
 
The Society is governed by a Board of thirteen 
members. The Directors are elected by the mem-
bership to serve a three-year term. Directors 
usually meet ten times a year from September 
through June. During that time they set policies 
and oversee OCHS operations and elect (annually) 
the Society’s officers. In addition, it’s not unusual 
for directors to act as chairpersons of one of the 
Board’s committees such as membership, preser-
vation, website, historian, etc.  

Please consider serving on the Board of Direc-
tors. Candidates need to be current members of 
the Society and eager to “roll up their sleeves” and 
work.  If you are interested in serving or if you 
would like to recommend someone, please send a 
resume and a candidate statement to the 
Nominations Committee at:

nominations@orangecountyhistory.org by 
Friday, May 29, 2015.  

Calling all member email addresses!

If you would like to hear about upcoming events, 
announcements, and reminders (ahem, member-
ship renewals), please send your email address 
to Guy Ball at membership@orangecountyhis-
tory.org.

Please also include any address updates or correc-
tions to Guy as well. Thank you!

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Join us for a late afternoon hike at Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve in Huntington Beach. In addition to 
abundant wildlife, the wetlands also hold historical evidence of Indian communities, gun clubs dating to 
the 1800s, bunkers and gun emplacements from World War II, Huntington Beach’s oil industry, Orange 
County’s development boom, and environmentalists’ fight to preserve a “little pocket” of nature on the coast.   
This easy two mile round trip loop will be led by OCHS’s own president, Chris Jepsen.  

When:  	  Saturday, May 16, 2014
Time:  	   4:00 p.m. 
Length:   About 2 hours round-trip 
Bring:  	  Water and snacks
Parking:  Free

This hike is limited to 20 people and is family-friendly (children 10 years and older, please).  
Reservations are a must and should be made by following this link: http://tinyurl.com/OCHS-Bolsa.
Confirmation will be made by email and will include additional information regarding where to park and meet. 
Any questions?  Contact:  hikes@orangecountyhistory.org 

Old Saddleback from Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve. Photo courtesy of Chris Jepsen

OCHS History Hike to Bolsa Chica!
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Orange County Historical Society members are invited to a FREE Event 
(Non-members $5 at the door)

June 12, 2015 

HERITAGE MUSEUM OF ORANGE COUNTY
3101 W. Harvard St, Santa Ana

6:30 p.m. - Tours of the Historic Kellogg & Maag Houses begin

7: 30 p.m. - Manny Escamilla will speak about O.C.’s first judge, 
J.W. Towner: Civil War veteran, free love cultist, cycloptic eccentric.

Program followed by pie and cold beverages for all.

Please RSVP by June 8 to OrangeCountyHistory@gmail.com
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TITLE PRICE QTY
A Gathering of Tribute to Don Meadows * (1982) soft cover $   1.00
Cañada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter*    soft cover $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County *
From Wine to Disneyland by Eleanor Sullivan (1985)
Henry and Blanche Wagner by Edwin Carpenter

hard cover
soft cover
soft cover

$ 40.00
$  5.00
$  1.00

House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadows *   soft cover $  4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez	 *      soft cover $  4.00
The Portolá Expedition 1789*     soft cover $  3.00
The  Orange Blossoms: 50 Years of Growth in Orange County *+T hard cover $ 40.00
Postcard History Series: Orange County*      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange County Centennial Historical Map $   4.00
Richard Nixon’s Southern Calif Illus. Map-Fold Out $   4.00

 Orange Countiana I * soft cover sold out
 Orange Countiana II *       soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana III *     soft cover $ 12.00
Orange Countiana  IV *Architecture:                                                                      hard cover $ 40.00
Orange Countiana  V * Early Business:  soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VI *   (2010)      soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VII *   (2011)     soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana  VIII *  (2012)     
Orange Countiana IX *   (2013) 

soft cover
soft cover 

$ 20.00
$20.00

Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1988* soft cover $ 10.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1989*
O.C. Almanac #3 by Jim Sleeper

soft cover
soft cover

$ 10.00
$  5.00

Orange County Through Four Centuries by Leo J. Friis soft cover $ 16.00
Orange County Bibliography hard cover $ 40.00
Orange County: A Centennial Celebration by Doris Walker
Terry E. Stephenson by Allen Goddard

TOTAL

$ 10.00
$  1.00

S & H.
TOTAL   
AMT.

*denotes publications by OCHS
Shipping and handling: $4.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item. 
Except items denoted by “+” are $5.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.
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